- . : rq]{' : . _
RANCY, LINMAEUS B. | . EKSCilel HIMINISCRHCES., 832%

. 438



. . . ~‘11-

ce s TEGFND & STORY WORH -

WORKS "PROCRESS ADLINISTRATION
Indi’bn—Pioneor ‘hstory projoct lor Cklahoma

F() ™m- D ( ““—~l4‘.

43!

chects ond attach firmly- to this formn favater of nheots
5 . . .

r—

I3
@AN’JK, LII‘eNAEI‘S B, DaRSONAL REMINTSCAICES ‘g2 /
: e . . » ) ~ ,
_ Fi~:1d~ worlker's _name Linnaeus B. .Janck o g
. d v E
g st 19
Thic ropart’ "mede on (dnte) “UEUS . 1(‘,'1 7
» . ¢ o : s
' ‘.
- . " —— Fa
St(sl‘ - : ,’ 4 / ’.
ig, legrs 5 S o .
1. This d ‘nd W'l ’ '/\ - aelf & ’ -y
. _ secured-from (nene) -,
Lddress Gage, 0£1ﬁ110m§
"Tis norsen s (nele oXcfameka) Wit , Nesea, Tadkmn,
. ~ . . . "’
H}Indi:*n, rive tribe’ y
| ' T 7
B 7 - 6 ¥
2, Oriffin oud lu tory of 1( eond oor stury  Peryonal teminiscences
: - £
- ’ .
’ o
; e — ~
-
| 3 8
; —-
5 it out the legond or/‘coz\ ceomplole Ly oas nossibic.  Jse Llank



T : ;449
4K, LINNAE 05 B. PRSQNAL VIMINISAHNCIS | 8325 .
/}Annaeuélh: ranck /"_ . . '

fInténM%gwer,,
. sugust 18, 1937%:.

An Zarly Duy Count:y SChbol'og Jestern
. . Woodwurd County.-, .

.

# “

-
&

. T
I question much whether -ut any period in pionecér

Oklahoma history were rural school facilities more limited '

and vrimitive than they .ere in Northwestern Oklahoma TPerri- -

-
-

tory during the Tirst few yeu}s irmediately following the

turn of the century. In the northern vart o” what is now

711is Jounty my father homestesded in 190k; it was then

joodward Sounty. By 102 or '03 this-sectinh had attracted
= g
numerous "settlers"; the majority of ~hom had families and

in most of these families there 'ere one or more children of

s . #
e

R e s

gefiool. dge. It necessxrlly followed that to establloh sonme
” : would
surt a® an organ1zed school for these pLoneer youngesters /solve
annther of the multiplied problems confronting.and surround-
> : : . e
ing these 'nesters®. My fatiier's "elaim' was situated eight

1

miles north-and two miles west of Guge which at this period

~

nas but a sprawling, diminutive *com-torn™ of some fcrty

‘souls, in the sage brush and sand hills;adjqcent to the

r e -

Sant& Pe qulroad rlbht-of-way. I I am not mistaken an

ordinary'bOthar~served for a depot in Gage then.



P s - o 1
t ’ ' ¢ 44.
| . . . . v

Y

-~y . - -

ARAIVISCENCES 8388 —

& ’ ) -

-9 - .
i . .
y s
’ I3 .

p .

the west of my father's homestesd jus% about tvio oo

-~

-
i

milés and about half this distance north,a rather decrepit

and elderly gentleman who bectme known to twe"settlementh

.
&

as "Uncle" Phil Guntrip, hed-ventured from the stgte of
.»Indianer" and filed on & "free home." Beyond great -

_doubt the hardships %nd privetions of this’ new and undevel~ *

? .

oped country mere to fough‘for QUncle Phil and he yearned -
for his old home and friends. eof co:rse, he "established f

residence™ on_his "elaim® :md staeyed -in the  community for

. awhile but not much|longer than was netessary to "arove~up™. -

As a matter Sf fact during this "proving up" period "yncle" '

_bnil ggyaflpgi@naﬁtgerbenefit,of his presence as meny months

out of' the calendar ;ear as the llomestead laws permitted and

it is cossible,, at least, that lie "stole" sime time on the

United States Govermment as was done by a few Msettlers” in

-
-

the wrocess of rholding down a claim™. "Uncle't-philts *claim"

residence indeed was crude, primitive 2nd unconfortable, *ho

-

¢ ¢

more so, however, than'were the abodes df some othéT homespead- =
* . * ) ’1" '

_ers of these parts at that period. "UncleW.Phil_ménely~dﬁg_ —
dewn.and into the.west bank of a comparatively spailgw ravine, .



'4\.

3PN

[7}

. F

RANCK, LINNREUS B. PERSONAL REMINISCANCTS 8323
: , e . ¢ . : ’

"‘\5" & i ~

4 4

. ¢ ’ ’ i T
5 . . ‘ v .. PR A .
m his claim to construct a dweliing vluce. This excava-- ¢

tion, as best my recollectisn of it serves e, has about

twelVe.bﬁ fourteen feet horizopntally and about six reet o ¢
- o \
- ¢ ’ &
vertically at its greutest depih. In The n T theast ¢corner,

v
§

Sacing the east and the morning sunli ht, he arrlnged tor

e . P

an entrance and exit to this dugout. 4 small cottonwoud

. . S—

- N >

log, extending lengthwise of this "hole", from she top

wall nf either end bank, served as a "ridge-pole”, and rest-
- 5 . A
ing unon- this timber lengthwise, 57 the center and uvon the .

. . ¢

aorth and south banks resoectively, he carefully pldced =z

v 1
thick layer of* willow limbs and brush and upon .these a very
al Ot .
thick layer of nztive sod. Thus was fashioned a Toof for
“wUncle™ Philts clairi.abode, Did this “den” have a window?

No¢ The door in the east end .was c¢mstructed of rough pine

. - -~

boards und swung on improvised old leather hinges und sf= -

"howfs. Once_in this dugout ySu were surrounded by bure,

-
forded the only light ror the dugout during the dajlight

-

‘native, Mother earth. Beneath,and-next to your feet was the

. B
-

bare ground and immediately overhead you were "protected .
by a combination of native timbér and native sed.
L2 . .

C e . .
- -~
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During one of "Uncle" Phil's absences not Later than

t
4

the spring of 1903, the settlers of the communily having

4

- ’ - . ’
children of s¢hool age, =rranged *or a t~wo months!, term -~

!

of' school for their children and selectec and sacured

"Uncle* Phil Guntrip's dugout for the school to be held in.

- — e £ .,
About two miles nart%78£/}hfzélocati;n- in a dugout ton-
[ &

& . - . '_0
dwelt a schplaurly young man from £2r away New York St-ite
i ‘ - Ld

who had honesteaded in'this new prairie country. sy naze

-

‘he was J. E. Feigel, and,a polished, pallant and educated "o
* .
young fellow this m.n Weigeél was. Too, he’was a veteran Co

Y

. n
of the then late Spahish american ﬁar7"o£ robust and erecét

’ H

physique. The setilers soon "spotted young keigel as one
resident of the_cquntfy decidedly best qualified for the

-— - _

position of “schoolmuster- they ha! to offer him. With dr.

s . - .

Feigel's cunsent they cmployed him)thwugh the exact terms-
) ' : t H

of his tenure #s'our téacher I do not fully remember and

>

‘T huve Sound it imoossible to.learn. I huve a faint

recollection thuet his monihly stipend approximated $20.00.

. Feo
Frofessor Feigel took his chair in this pioneer school which
. R . {“ Lo .
.was one of the first established in this entire section and
v . ' . ‘ ' .

there gathered around, within "Uncle* Phil's ddéout;g motley
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group Qf ha;dy nioneer boys and_girl€u~ A fewy of Ehem, I

A

ro.

- -

distinctly remember, vere np'rly grown; Tor example tﬁepe .

- Q

was Bob Jox, a wiry, stalwart youth and Tommy Yarnold wéé

fk‘ -
ttcndcd this 11rs§- ' .
e e L - ' * - >
h>ol. A he«rly grown girl,in the group WHs .

Ethel ﬂhipple;,the daﬁghter of Jim Whippie, an“ex—cowpunqh-

another boy well up in his 'teens,7ho

settlemen

er of She oid west. Another one of Professor Fel el 's :

. . e
- t e r -

nearly grown scholars in_.this' séhool was widow Holmes?
; ) : —

given name I do no: remember. ‘he ‘exact

total of the number o= children attendin:; this school in
"Uncle” Phil's claim residence 1 do not remember but I cen

1mate by the number of “"settler-families" reprasented

therc were the Rancks, vhe shltes, the Eunks upd the,

Yarnolds, the Blacks, Tayrlors, Coxes, Holmes, Holcombs, N
7hip Tes, Crouses and probubly- othcrs I have entlrely

forgotten, Most certeinly there were ﬁhirty pupils in the

g

_group under the careful and sfficient instruction of school-

o

3

.
¢

master Feigel. .Is. it possible for people of the present

veriod, knowing only our more modern sc¢hools, to imagine

4

. . . o .
approximately thirty people huddling togetlrer in this dark, S
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dingy .mouldy-hole'in a ravine bamk not over twelve feet .

” o : . »
©

. wide and fourteén long? My answer, as one who attended
. . . ; »
7 it, day in and day out, is only. that we did and we
. L > - ¢ . .

. ‘]
3
- »

rexdly Iad school., sverybody walked to this school. .and
.- ~" T
from the i'sur corners of this e rly-day community trod the
. - ) «

.settlers' children to this primitive assembly. ror a few

’

-it was a distance of three miles. iheére were no roads trom .
our respective homes thence, just an occmsional cow-path or

trail that for a greater or lesser distance lead in the

-
general direction.otr our course %o and rrum school.
. £

There existed real hazards ror the children slong the

- “may over the rolling and bere prairie country. -There were

.

wandering or strange range cattle or-us to reckon with and

- —

these "critters" were yild as antelopes and sometires
t . .

. . v, -
ferocious. The country we literally inlested with rattle-

sntkes |50, und how well T remember m- childish 'end mortal
. . ‘ _
. fear of these venomous reptiles. Strict cautim and dili-
L]

gent aslertness on onr nart. -nomever. were rairly vractical
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7nenever fre observed them on our course to and from school

we never failed to avoid them by Eg'great a distance as

possible. In.this augout school we had only pinegstore-

.
' "

) -« - u
‘boxes, trude stoole or chairs to sit on’which viere placed

7ithin it confines ruite without regard to orderly .arrange- -

ment., Zome of the,quils even sat on. the .round tloor. aAs’

P

to books- we had a few and they were ‘wed by this motley

- hd - -

group of pupils much 4n common vhen it appeared that our’
o .
mutuel school interests were thus best cserved. mut tuking
Q

) \ ‘
tham collectively .they were as divergent as 1o authorship and
L -~ ’ . .

———

kind otllerwise as ,possiblyfeould have been true under the cir-

. .

cumsténées.-,Included in the total collection iyere the zdopéed

" fexts of Kansas, Missouri, Nebrasks, Illinois, etc. Some had

n>.books of any kind and books for a complete course in the

intermediate or higher grades were available in not a single
instance do I-beliéve, Yet, we had sthool and absorbed con-
\ ’ . ' e

. ' siderchble book'knowledge. Those screechy siates, unknown in

<

)
few of them and used them, Qb} tablet paper and lead pencils

were then in common school use; we had a

- L]

our modern schools
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few books 'nd school supplies is more or less ol a .
question in my mind to this very day: We musi have.

-

in%er&ittently tossed thom to the ground floor, sat on

Lham)otc. In this particulur respect I vividly remembey

a

that Ur. Felpel kept his meaper supply in & rather large

R R - . . .
ahapsack sugpended from the rear end »!f the dugout ridge-

-
-

pole. The professor had a subst/ntial osk dining cheir

- fru which when he w.s sented lic dispensed knowledge und
. >

reisred supremely but diplomutically over his class-room.
Thery weré cold dn&s;t))lduring the fore part —»f this

evantful term ot early day school. <herefore, sone petron

d.nuted a "monkey" stoye for the dugout. Obtuining fuel

- . —
”»

for i vus a simvle and eusy tagk for us since the prairie -

- B . . ) . . . - PN
arond’ abom‘d wilh bh(_e most usual and common fuel of the

~

setile ~nt during thet period. Suffice is to say that Tew

people of today except eurly sebttlers know what "cow-éhips"

were; and this product of the native prairie grasé and the’

range cattle combined,,cans%itd%gd éxblqsively_ our fuel

°

'supply for the school. stove. The, children fromfevefy Teamily.
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represented in the school were requested by pProfessor:
Feigel to bring a"gunnysack! or two; and whenever necéssury,

—m M

-hether it be befHre class work began in the morning, at

! —

recess, the dinner hour or any intermission period, it was
the nolicy and the rule for the schhlars to take their
sacks and fili them with“"cow-chips" vicked un from the
abundant suppli over tﬁe p?a;rie surrounding *Uncle®
Philts c¢laim home and‘éomet{mes thiis chore was fun; even

the osrplfessor gave us a helping hand occasionally.

”

There are risks ‘and hazards, I. suess,.connected with .o

most every undertaking- even s> was this true in gathering
* - . \‘.!

" cow-chips %o keep our schodl room comfortably.wérm

drm on cblé

r

e
days., There were tgé distinet grades o classes of;céw-chipsl
and fur the inexéerieﬁced person to distinguish betweend she
twO“differént grades w.s not so easily and quickly lesrned.
Like whiskdws.cop-chips improve with age: iHowever, they can
become so‘aged th=t they disintegrate and become natural
fertilizer. As a matter of fact, it was more or Leéa'a'

pgfé&nal aecoﬁplishment to beqome a good judge of cow~-chips

¥

-
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during those .pioneer days. We had two érades of this
~abundant supply of stove fuel, the ™"green" chias &and

the mutured chins. #hen gathering them it was imperative..

’

n:t to pick up too green a chip. But as a rule children

learn and develop judgement along certain lines about as
readily e¢s do zdults and consequently the curriculum in

.

this.school included some'training, possibly, in the

art of judging cow-chips. i cow-chip properly matured,

4

though of a fibrous composition, w s, nevertheless, guite

801id and we children used them freely to throw «t the
. / .

many gopher, pl_o_vers3 horned toaﬂé ete.,, and sometimes_

‘/

) ven a* each otner. Another hazard 1n chklng*up QQW-CthS

o e [ [ —— -

— B,

‘sus that often underneath this "prairie fuel®, lurked thé -
mammoth and pdisonous black fuzzy covered sﬁecies of spider,

Ll

better known as tarantula. Also the scorpion and centipede’*’
léy.hidqen undernesth many cow-chips which evidently was a
favored and natural habitat far them. : .

Nout of our supply ot drlnklng water ‘at this school

we carried from home. I remember of Mr., Feigel occasionally
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detailing a couple of theﬁolder bgjs to co'ror a bugkep

of water. To'jdst which sgttlerﬁ_weii‘hhey went and the
distance it was from the s¢hool site, ‘I do not remember,
tuouch I do recollect that wﬁy on sueh & detail they were -

absent for a long pefiod‘of;phe gchool day. Incidentally,"
\ . o . ,

few of the people in those ﬁays had water wells, and wgll R
digsing during th -t perlpdlwas the sole und only occupatlon

{ ]
!

. ' / boge
>f some men, usuvually the sin le felxows for it was extremely

NI
T

haz&rdo«s'work. A well di rTr worked *3r 25 cents per root
5 }

of the dethof the well/ he dug. ¢

——
& B

Vividly do I reme¢ber sorie of the gre:ter discomfort
att andln; this earﬁg day school. Jur crude, iuprovised

”’se‘ts atre Wearlsome'éﬁﬁ\ﬁhﬁlg;;n’.f"‘“'




J
| .

!
i
|

A

i
|
|

o ,
| ( RANCK, kINN_AEUS B.

/

.

¥

R
r

|

i

|

| ’

- B
. . -
, . L.
- .

| PERSNAL REMINISCINCES - /8323

d

visitogs, usually appearing sﬁddenly,,such as bullsnakes,
toads,;scorpions, centipedes :nd lizzrds. Many was the

Eime'that one, or more of these pests were obsvrved crawl-

ing ubout the crevices in the walls and the roof., /'he

e

timbers meking up a pert of the roof was just the nlace
for n five or six ‘foot bullcnske %o entwine and unexpect-
-

*edly glide out along the ridge-p)ie or t&extop edges of

the side walis, Such a place as this dugout was a good -
' . 1

hideout for mice and rsts and anyone familier with the

451

habits o{ a bullsnake, as the writer ié;knows thét a mouse ﬁ?;‘
' gf’rat is a dele;pable morsel to one of thes§~s;;theriﬁg_”-ﬁ/
- fgerpentsf‘eccasionally,Ahomever,,a”oowpuncher vould ride V&M-\
'by and nay us a very .welcome intefesting visit. ) .
Oddl& enoughv a‘d§:% an§ dumb boy, one Ollig ?o*; )
/" @tpended thi§ school, -Hé ?as_an oddi£y to ﬁe but an ih-
tenéely,interesting feliow,_as I remember, up in hig !'teens.
How eqrneétly ;his géod snd Tntelligent man, feigel egdea§or-

: ed to instruét(dilie Gox through the medium of tHe deaf and -

/

dumb alphabet and langusge. How ond vhen ?rofgésor‘Feigél'
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_happened to learn this wediwm,-I do .not know, but I do

oy

remember well that he had Su?fiéféntl& mastered it to

>

c¢ommunicate rendily ond freely with Ollie.

Nothing remains of this unigue nioneer school site

-

-but a Taint impression in the ravine bank where it used
. . . . S :

to be. "Uncle" Phil Guntrip long since daeparted tuis
life, +rofessor Feigel ic still living, «t present in the

» . - a
State of srkansas. This 0ld school site iifﬁgmqrabfe

iw

oo

N

1l:ndmark to me. Mr. Feigel was a mah of sterling gquzlities,
a mun among men; a splendid, thorouch w«nd ezrnest teachsr. -
..The menner and spirit in which he undertook : nd carried

*Z~¢hT0Ughm§His—£i£§t>term~of~ruralnsbhool,heidwinfwesternm,,W”,

wWoodward Qounty, Uklshoma Territory, under unthinkable handi-

czps, adversities wnd trialstshbuld be everl .sting and
; N 4 Lo=- ' -
. monumentzl testimony to his high intellect, noble character

s

and superior degree of fortitude.. It seems fitting thut .~ -
this historical narrative should not close without mention-

" ing those who attended this event“ul term of school and whom
‘\- - . - M .

I ¥now still to be living‘and to give their present lication.
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Their nemes and their present locations foll®w. Bop

! 2

#hite now resides in -Pumpa, lexas. Olive Feigel, whose

paiden nrme’ was Holcomb and who later married a'brother

of rrofessor Eeigel's'is now living in Shattuck. Roy

V'ang 5im Whipple, Jr., I’think still live ih Laverne. v

Bill Funk at oresent is newr 7aynoka, and his sister
: ) . )

‘ . ‘ .
Selma Funk, is a résident of Gage at.this time. Some of-

“tué laylors live neer and in Laverne. My living sister o~
. ~ * .

= -

who uttended this school ané -ho, years l,ter, taught in
. ¢ '
the Oklahoma City' schools many ye'rs, is now Mrs. #. W.

Diacon living in Oklr.homa City. A brother 3% mine, {illiaom ey
"™ ““Renck, is a Taptain in the United States irmy and at present
located at Kort Logan, Colorado. Tommy Yarnold is a merchunt

at. Gem City, Texas. ﬂ;§ sister Zula Adams, now'lives on a
. o

farm with her husb.nd in the northwestern part of.%his county.., .

The legal description of this old school site's locetion is

3

about. midway. of .cnd near the north line of the' scuth % of the

north east 3-of Section 26, Township 23, Remge 25, Ellis -

- -

o~

\
v
v

.,
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,Gounty; 'And Tor sheer primitivenegs I venture the
emphatic declaration that it was not excelled anywhere

within the Territory which later became the state of

J

)

Okle homa. / ' B

~

454



