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.a certain amount of romance attached

to Oklahoma's first oil well_, located in Bartles-

vi l la ' s pretty l i t t l e city park-. This "Old Faithful;'

whiohNls s t i l l producing about 1 barrel of liquid

gold a day , is a monument to the oil industry of

tbe 'S.tate.* Many comparatively pptsr people have

awakened in the morning to find that they were ,

made near-millionaires over night by the discovery

Dresious fluid on .their land.

o early oil days in JBartlesville remind o*ne

of the . .ories of the gold rush to California and

t o t he Ynkon i n Alaska'. " o r d i n a r y spo t s on a

prairie grew up over night to bustling? ci t ies *?ith

the discovery-of vast fields of oi l in the vicinity.

Much credit *is due ^George B. Keel'er,. *ttMi.am" ' ^

johnstone, Frank M. O^erlees and.Dr. O^oodr ing ,
prominent * • ' . $

former/Sitizens of Bartlesville, a l l no^ iieceased.
• - - ' * *'

* Seeps "of oilwere, prominently recognized on the _

Oaney.Kiver banks a;hd as earl-y as .1875," Oeorge
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> ' Keeler had observed an oi l seepage In th*ev vicinity

of the discovery well and oame to' the conclusion
„ - • ' • ' " - " ' ' '

! , that petroleum deposits ™ere to fee, found nearby, ' "*" .

and. auring his spare time began negotiations to have the

well, drilled,, arousing,the interest of other .

citizens of the community-'in the pla'n* v

Messrs. Feeler gui'l. johnstone opsratei tb© first

store in ^hat i s now Bartlesv^lle and'visioned a
oity rising in the locality anu t"ith ether citizens

if . • ' '
: felt that/oil could be found, in the viqinity i*

wculd. sic muoh to speed the development of the city.

-None of the. group ^ere oil'men, however,,-ana they

began to oast about in an effort tp dr i l l a test

well* . . " •

They, ^ith' a cre^ of drillers from'Independence,

Kansas, selected a spot on the banks of the .daney

River which they thought shoned traces of being an

oil spot, "They contacted John P« Overfield, who

at that time ^as a traveling salesman for a SFh&aago

oommeroial firm* UT* Over field had Jtieard-of the

oil possibilities through Mr« J^oP.Galey of the \ . \
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firm ,of Guffey'&.Galey^ ^ho had opened cells' 15

miles north of. Independence, Fansas, at Heodesha,
snra.ll

and also built/refineries there and refined his

- o i l . . ' ' • ' .

. -. Galeyfs suggestion «a£ maue after tafin/^a

riue in his. rickety d&sh-wtreeled bu^py from Neodesha

southwest to Barfle svi l ie • He drove southwest",

follc^inff a line of small mounds, stfch as the one .".

that is northwest, of Bartlesvi l i e , a l l the -~ay until

/• he r'-eached Bartlesville, $hese mounds- were'from one

to two miles distance and were formed,' according to

Gale'y, by natural gas ^*hich had raised them* He
JO .

suggestea t o the few pioneers «ho ^ere here a t

the.,time,,rthat o i l might 'be found utiaer the land * ' / '

upon ^hich ' the s e t t l e r s ^ere located. He based his

* decision uoon the fact tha t t h i s line" of- small, .

^^,5-sfe^ot-h tor>oed mounds were in a d i rec t l i ne and

because, he had founa simular rocks on eaoh of these

mounts* The rooks were rough edged and broken off*

It ^as f ina l ly agreed tt}at- i f Keeler would go

to .Tahleouah, then the c a p i t a l of the Oheroke§

Hation t^nd get a lease on t h e land, Galey
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come down and open up the field and d r i l l the

first , we l^ " ' • • . r p

Keeler, with-nrilliam Johnstone, Î racik. -̂

Overleee and a few others, thi-rteen in all ' , ^

to (Oahlequah ani seoureu the i r lease covering

the right8 of drilling- for o i l and gas, 'after

much delay. This lease covered a t rac t of-land

15 miles square, having as i t s west boundary the

96th meridian. I t *?as learae'd'later that these

leases lacked an-official signature - •without

rrhioh they ^ere Inaomplete. it'took" some time

in .Tettinp- the matter str&ightened .up and. the

leases off ic ia l ly signed^conBecuently delaying

the dr i l l ing of the f i r s t well. However, i n ;

July»1893^4he lease was ol^t§,ined with the proper
"W •

signature but nothing further VTSLB ctone unt i l t he .
' " • ' '" ' ^ - '

of 1897. .'^

is.fter,so muoh delay in'securing the proper

iQ, much time bad bsen lost and by th i s
time, Guffey and Gale^ had sold their interest, in

• £ . - . ' . ' • ' • ' . . .

f the Porsst o i l Oompany,\whioh la te r became the
i •'. " . . • • ' . ' • " . •

J Prairie o i l and Sas Company. The Forest Company
e
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was not at that time in te^s ted in dr i l l ing for - .

•"oil £n the Indian Terri tory. ' "* •

v .Mr. Overfield then, indueeu the Oudahy. Oil

Company,to d r i l l a well .on the-property , and

tfĉ© lease, ^hioh had? originall^jbeen granted in

the name of John F. overfield, ?»as assigned to the-

Q[ ud-a-hy- '^il Qo$?any and Mr. Keele'r made a contract,

with the Oudahy to- d r i l l aM tes t out Xeeler's

r Ttease^tii the Oity Park along the bariksrof Oaney Hiver.

Kr. jpverfjbeld the.n became manager of the Oudahy's

operations i n t h a t area, -and'had stipervi%ion of

the dr i l l ing of Oklahoma's ' f i r s t oommero.ial oi l

w e l l , ' ' • .. ~r • - • .• r

. f • • v - '

:_ il^e next problem- was ̂ a l o o M s a .rig to d r i l l

- the well. In 1896,'the" Oudahy Oil tionipany had

- $raken over, and deepened- a W0li betwee'n Bed Fork

.and Sapuipaj- that had been drilled to 1,300 feet

for the firm of Sttelsmithft leaver, which they
s , • • ' •*'* *

had abandoned* at about' 1,7SQ ^eet in December, 1896".

The dr i l l ing o.oirferactors' on th i s ^ e l l were MoBride &.

• Bloopi of Independence, Kansas and the Oudahy o i l

* Company contracted with them to d r i l l the.Barbies-
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' ville «reil« The r ig 'was1 torn cio â and moved about

70 miles overland to Bartlesville' in January, 1897.

The hauling was done by George Kesler and required

about two week >B t4me» . • • / » •

" Drill lap was started late in January, 1897,.'

and »8q0raing to theAdrillinr records, the well

found the Osvego lime at 880 to 94f feet, ^h^

Layton sand at 975'to 98-7 feet, a gas at 1.252 to

K&7 feet and at lSOS^ee't encountered ..oil in a

sanS^ later to be called "Bartlesville s'and?
n It

was'drilled to 1320 feet, and when i t showed for an

oil Boil, ^as shot with glycerin, . -

'•' - Mrs* Jennie 0*_Kortoa, step daughter of Mr.

Keeler a'lld wife "of Avp,xortont ^ n 0 n °^ *"esr<aes in . T~ ^

Los Angeles, California, dropped the "go-»&.QYil" •

that exploded the shot into the f i rs t oil well

in the Oherokee nation. The well shot many feet

over the derrick and the blaqk licuid gdld which

has'made millionaires of many, flowed out on. the

river banks.and do^n'the stream. .

. -?he well was completed by the drill ing contractors, -
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/\ MoBride & Bloom., on April 1.5,. 1897. The work of

;fr these early days ^ras ha^loapped by the faot that

'there°were no- railroad f a c i l i t i e s er ^ ipc l inss to

transport the o i l , so th-e well ^as capped for the

next two years. Despite^the oap, o i l seeped out
v the sideS'-qf.the casing and flowedf,into the river

- and at times, it. *?as estimated""'to be prcTduoing

150 barrels o/ o i l per day.

During the time the.well was being dr i l l ed ,

&any of the Oherokee tribesmen had protested - M

the granting of so large a ' lease , The matter'eventually

oarae n^ for the consideration of congress, and

• upon the passage of the Ourtis b i l l in 1898,

. . l e a s e holders'wereL forced tô  surrenderjLall. . „_ ,

^unimproved lands, '•• • lessee-operators being '

allowed to. ^ I d , only 640 acres, for each producing

well, Bfh© Oudahy Oil Company selected Section 12.,

township 26 north, range 18 east , on4 which the •

disopvary well ^as located, and a new lease for

a period of 15 years covering t h i s section was

executed lay* ih~e Department' of i n t e r i o r , being

finally approved on August' 7, 1902. (shortly
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before the expiration of t h i s l ease , /apr i l 23,

1917,, Mrs* He l l i e?^ Gannon, nee Johnstone, .•

execute.! a n&i lease to the. Guda.hy ^ i l Oomoany

Meanwhile the government had been going ajiead

vrith pland to a l lo t the Oherok.ee t r i b a l lands to

the members of the tr ibe* William Johnstone had

.filed on*the land, on which the discovery i^ell"

located, for hio daughter, Keilie V, Hohnstone,

,. Howard Oa-nnon of Bar t lesvi l ie . On July

21, 1903, the oert i f ipate of allotment p-iving herrt

t i t l e to the land ^as issued.
w i th lease and land -ownership se t t led , the

Oud,ahy Ml company was able t o go â head with the

development of-tJae lease. In August,1903^)3,6-.__._». ̂

pioneer *?ell was cleaned, out, deepened to 1345

feet, g iwn a shot of gljtoerin, and again brought

on pro^uotione The Droduotion averaged*about 30

barrel ls of T9 gravity o i l per day. Until ^eoember,

-1904, at which time th*e prairie ^ i l and Gas Company

completed a pipeline int.o the Jjar^ffSville o i l area,
t , • , •

the oi l from ,the tre&l was transported .by railway
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tank oars to a refinery at Neodesha, Kansas.

In 1907, the national Refining company of.

Cleveland, Ohio, acquired the Cudahy II Company

and since that time has onned the pioneer ' o i l e r , 1

for many yoars, the lease ir?on« wbaoh the pioneer

^e l l "w-'S located ^is operated by the- national

Refind"6g company, under the name of the Oudahy

? i l ooupany, but" sinceT934, the lease h^s been

opbratod direotly by the national Refining oo^pany.

!l?he well continued to produce consistently,

but in 1932 i t was discovered that i t had ceased

'to make any oil,-and was standing ful l of water©

.Ori examination of the well, i t was found that the .

oia. s tr ing of^6^1-4 inch wrought-iron ousting was

badly pit ted an,, corroded, and permitted water

from a shallsn stratum to oom.e in and out off

the oi l t A new string of 4 7-8 inch casing &as

run into the hole, irtfeide the old s t r ing, ^nti the

water «»as shut off* The well vras then started on

production at the rat© o& over 1 1-2 barrels per

day, and soon sett led down to ' a basis of approxi-

mat©ly one barrel per day* ' . . . . *
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After forty jsears of i ts discovery-this

is producing 3-4 barrel of oil per day. lt_ is,

estimated that the wellh^d produced in excess'

of 100,000 barrels of o*-na> oile , !"

•\£ the individuals^ho: **ere originally

interested in the well or toolr part 4ri its*

iia^ only-one of the drilling contraotors,'

PoMeBride, is s t i l l living. He resides at -
c

Indipen/ienoe, Kansas'. ' C.L.i31oom6 the other

contractor ^hc helped in this great adventure,

passed a^ay in Independence about three months

A

~ • ?he lah'.:. on which Oklahoma's? 'fjirst dornoroial

S.il well* is lopated i s no?" owned by the.oitfy of

i l l e , havidg been p^rchase'i from Vxs*

Ginn^a for park: purposes in 1917. Mrs. •

, however, retaineu the oil am? miff, ral

r i g h t s * >nhe contract of-sale t.o 'thtj ci ty of

B art les^il le specified' that the park 'should be

named "JCEJJST̂ NS.?AHKn in honor of Mrs, Cannon's

father, ^illiaci Johnstone, H10 *es one of the

leaders of the small pioneer group- instrumental'
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in 'obta in ing the jf i rs t .Qjonjpjeroial dev'elopnent

of orurfe petroleum in »hat i s no^ the s t a t e of

Oklahoma* , +

A granite- boulder marks t he 6 i t e of the* '•

' f i r s t commercial o i l well d r i l l ed in Oklahoma.

• , , on the marker the following insor ip t ion appears:

OOMHKRQIAJi. OIL ŜT,7 IB OF

COMPLIED* A.?RI1 IB, 1897. ,?his marker i>7as>* dedicated

October 20, 1937, and presented to the Oklahoma

His tor ica l Society, by, Kayor J.R, Daugherty of '•

Bartlesvi3-le, â rid abcapted by Mr. Reserve^o
r . •••»

of the directors of t he'Oklahoma Historical"'
- * *

Sooiety. •


