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\-E came to Indian Territory in January 1886, from Grand Rapids

Miohigan, where I was born and reared, attaining a high school edu*-

cation. Uy father pessed onT.wfien I wâ  a young man - nd I began then

> make my own way. I landed at Atoka in "the Choctaw Nation, where

: learned RR work under iihe tutelage' of my father-in-law,Mr. J . R.

Town] who was then tjie RR 4gent at that point and who, himself, c?:

to the Territory with the M&T-in the 70 fs. \

, I- came to'liuskagee. in-May. 1886, taking a job in the freight

office, under Mr.'.$..* 'fi, "ililler, the agent, staying at that point a

matted of. two years. -At that time Huskogee wr.s a smell town, but f

a very important trading" point'. ,There'ivere tev^ral quite large

mercantile establishments here. The outstanding ones being the

Patterson ISercantile Co., Turner and 3yrne, derlers in hardware and

lumber; J . S. Turner Mercantile Company; f. 3 . fevers Genera-1-

Md&e; the drug store was owned and oper&ted by Dr. P. I!. Williams

succeeded by E. R. Rulison«

Government maintained an Indian Agency here, -and such '

agency wes\in charge of some ver^ able f-nd bri l lant men.

The professions were also very ably reprsssntec. by the
\

brainest men in\the country.

V/hat is nowx the 13CT RR xwes at that tirfie leased and operated

by the Mo. Pac RR Co* and the lliie was permitted to i$m down,the
\ \ .

main business wf the ccmprny be ins xdi verted to the St LIM & S, th

latter parralleling the t^ty into Texas through Li t t le Rock.
Xx the

I had the good fortune to at t ract i notice of Mr. tf. W.

Maxwell, then the division superintendent of the l ine at Muskogee,
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who'waft, by, the way, a very brillant BB official and a, man who ^ ^

\xcited the loyalty and love of his subordinates. Mr, Maxweir x

offered me the first Agency coming to his attention -having day

and nifht telegraph operators (I was not a telegraph operator

avself) $he result being my appointment to the a-enoy at Atoka

where I was well known.~That town being my first stop in the

Territory when-1 came West. . • • .

. i-y wife Vas also well acquainted, there1 having made'it her

.home for some yeats; as I tell my friends, I spent ei^ht of the -

happiest yecrs of my life at Atoka and 'intertain/W for it and its

older citizens a lasting arfaction, - ; ,

- , Almost immediately after taking up my duties at Atoka the

line went into.tho hands of Rsceivers (Messers, Ed'dy'& Cross), thus

separatinfx the Eaty from the Me. pac. At once great preparations

v-ere instituted to place the Kcty on a plane with o.ther great

m Southv/estern carriers; Immense sums were expended to improve the

road bed; heavier steel WLS laid end plenty of rolling stock pro-

vided to c^re for*busine88 which immediately began rolling through

this-fertile country and on through Texas and the Gulf.

Atoka boasted of some very hi&k classed citizens, I. recall

;;Eatiitr J. S. Murrow, as he was affectionately called by his many

friends,^hetwas a missionary to the Indians - - Captain. G. B. Hester

of Boggy Depot, whose daughter became the wife of Senator*Robert .

L. u«»en, tlie prominent family of Choctaws the v;rights. Frank Wright

e Presbyterian Evangelist, Dr. £, N. ,.r*ight a prominent physician

and Allen Wright an Attorney and former member of the law firm d'f

Stuart *-ud v/right. Mr, Wight now Mving in McAlester and practicing
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lent there* , - . ' . " , ' _ • .
• • > ' , ' . ' '

.During' my stay in Atoktf the-U, S. Government made a huge-

payment to the tJhootaws, Atoka bein& the headquarters. This pay-

ment, amounting to a sum of $3,, 000,000, certainly accomplished a *

great deal of good throughout the Ciiocte^ Nation and circulated

a lot of money in that area.
Indians came there who had never been on a RR train, and

the "Iron Horse* wes a great curiosity to them. Atoka was- t̂he
a \ '

Junction of fy# branch line of the Katy, operating to Lehigh &•
Coalgate, a distance 'of 7 & 14 miles respectively, from Atoka.

The aajority of the Coiopany cofcl for the Katy wa-s mined at Coal-

gate and hundreds of cars were ha.iidi.ea monthly tJirou^h Atpka;

also lar^e quantities of commercial coal originated at both Le-

high and Coalgate, requiring many trains daily to handle same,

this made i.toka an important station, quite a l«_ r^e force of employees

were required to properly handle the business.

The social l i fe at Atoka was very pleesant, lovely people

made i t so." * ' ..
i

There was a very old Masonic Lodge thero and I entered the

Blue Lodre earl'y in my life, going on into the Royal Arch Chapter

there, I recall my chapter team of three consisted of Morton

HuVierford, &ike Corilftn and myself • Morton Rutherford is now de-

ceased, a fine man. Mike Conlan lives in Oklahoma City,

Morton Rutherford was U. S. Commissione.r at Atoka, we lived

close neighbors. I loved the family. © '- • s

In 1895 I was appointed agent at ifoskog e which was a distinct

*promc;tion and was no doubt largely due to the influence of Mr. J. W.
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Maxwell, who at tha t time was Assis tant General Manager °

Katy, having gone on up the l i n e himself.

Muskogee was then a c i ty of 4,000 and business vres br isk

both for the HR and the people engaged in business here ,

luuch had taken place here in t ' .e e i^ht yerrs of my absence.

A ban/, had been es tab l i shed , the courts . e re in oper t ion and I went

to - say.-.the l e t t e r was a bi£ step forward, enabling the handling ', Jft

first Land, oX the criminal element which had been th r iv ing in a

l<:r?e voy, the pevpie ir. U-is-anea hbving previously depended upon

the Court et Fr, Smith, a distance of one hundred miles across the

country ly staple or i.orse back.

• « The katy RP was cein^ h? trr8ssed by trr.'. n robbers wbo pl ied

the traffic ir:> ^nd d:>\vn the whoroxee division liet.. j«sn :.'usko«;ee end

Vinita. For quite a- Ion.,/'period of t>u-e X li. v. arrcn^oruer.ts witfc tb^

U. S. Marshal hers to sond anr.eO. guaiua ia t':.o exprus 5 o;.r North on

train jBt le^vinr "uskojos at 'v/:45 y. I.:., sacu i ' jrcs .<ua.d tr . jvel tc

Vinitc c.:.d rot :rn on t r a i n ,fl, ari'ivia;- lusre at o;30 «, a. This

srr nr;eaent pu t t i n o a stop to the p rac t i ce of h^iuin,. up our t r a i n s .

Ih*;se 3uu*?ds ere in t repid officer-^/and li.au 'oeen en^at;yu in many con#

flicts -it}, the Bnltons and otnar ba os of t r a i n rob .ors .

In the dnys before statehood an, whil^ t' s a i ' fa i rs of Indian

Territory were being governed by tli . several Tr ibes , large numbers

of stooK ca t t l e were brourht to t h i s country from Jouth Texas that

-ere unloaded fif betv/ean Okataha and BlaOistone, The l a t t e r point

being loctted by the r i ve r s 3outh of Gibson Jtatj^ion. Immense pastures

were under fence, these n e t t l e ' f a t t e n e d off the gras from time of

unloading in .april of each year , then in September were loaded and •
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and shipped to the National stock yards at E. St. Louis and Union

Stock Tards Chicago. 187

This resulted in very hesvy traffic for the rail carriers and

produced profitable business bringing plenty of cash and commerce to

this country.

Men like P. N. Blackstone, or Hip as he WPS known by his

friends. Clarence Turner, E. B. Spaulding, I, N. Nicholson and

many others were extensively engaged in the cattle business.

The Indian Nations charged a dollar per head, for grazing.

llany thousands of head of cattle were hf-.nriled.

I recall a particulor instsnce iarolving IT, Nip Dlackstone

to show thi t this Juan^ word was os good as money in the bank. He

shippeo in three train loads of Gattle, the freight charges covering

which were approximately $2500 per train. He wired me from Texts

*

to release the ct . tlB upon j&rrival at Cktaha that he would pay me

the charge upon his arrival three days l e t t e r . At the appointed

time the full amount jrf/ was turned over to me,a matter of about

|7500.00. That is the kind of a chap he was. As far as that is

concerned Enough I ?*ill say I never lost a penny doing business

on a very lar^e scalewith the merchants end others with whom the

RR came into contact.

Upon my arrival here in *25, there wr.s no superintendent

loceted here fc/Lfi there .was one at Parsons and one at Denison, so

that the agent who was also responsible for the Yard had many in-

volved duties. In February 1899, Kuskogee was the victom of a

disastrous fire which practically wiped out the town. We had

absolutely no fire fighting apparatus nor water except a few

cisterns, and the fire was of such magnitude tha t tJ*e supply W8s

M * i r o p in the bucket. All that part of Muskogee North of
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Broadway, including the Turner Hardware Company, the English
188

Block Corner Broadway & Main wt.s complete razed, a very strong

wind carried burning ambers as far away as Bruahy Mountain. The

5JKT passenger ard freight offices including the F r e i ^ t House, were

destroyed. Tns Katy passenger .v&s located as now 6LR the building

corner of Broadway and Katy Tracks. This building was frame nd

we a used as s hotel , , formerly tlie old Adams hotel and burned down

very quickly, the occupants failed to sev.e anything, however, we

of the Katy saved the contents of the ticket office, also of the

freight house, because I took stops iomedictiely to have cars switched

t i l e H^use end utilized the help of 100 or so RR men employees

of the Company to stow everything mov^able into the ctrs and move

them to a point of safety, All the office furniture,desks e tc . ,

t'he telegraph instruments, battery j s rs , : nd even the clock was

saved. The savin'* of tie freiJLt al^ne iiaob -.tec to many thousands

•of dollars.

I utilized a sniall company buiJ. diii.-; wliich v.-:-s s .vscl from the

conflagration unr. hfd i t set up for -se as a telegraph office, t icket

office and an office for myself," -ad although the fire was .burning

briskly at 9:20 A, i*. , we had the telegraph oflice in operation by

10:30 A. ?.!., and v/ere gettin.: train? throu,;h the Yards as usual, the

uoaptny lost no property aside from the Katy oi l and freight house,

no rolling stock damaged or derailed.

The Su.erinteadant was well pleased with the set-up when he

arrived at noon and requested ^e to civ© flim the names of each RB

man who aided me in saving company property. I recall that each

received merit marks on his record as a resul t ; I made i t quite plain

to the superintendent that any of these men could have just stepper
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up street a ways and had al l the free liquor he could drink ftne •

drug stores in town just placed their supply at the .disposal of ',

the populace) and everyone up town wes g l o r i o u s l y drunk.

The Company put up a t enpora ry f r e i g h t house on t i e a* n.e six 3
« *

in foui days time." In the meantime v/e ut i l ized box cars for storage

and delivery of freight.

The company also furnished a coach which \/as located about

where the present news st^nd i s si tuated, for"use as a waiting roo&

for passengers.

Imraediate. steps v/ere put in operation to rebuild the Katy

Hotel :»ad i t \:-.s of brick construction. I t took elaiost a year to

finish i t . .

At this tiras a i l t rains were n-..Jo up in t' s Bouth Yard, South

of Fondulf.c f.treot so ..net required ;jucy sv/itchinc and handling of

cars across, 3ro3d'.r. y vnd Oknulrr^e, that ,var~ •m./«.Ti as aeath cro.ssinr;s

and tuey A'ure very dangerous. ?«Iany accid nts oCCurieo.-, the round hou.,?

and coai ehutes, also the stock yarc'.s .;erc do.,a tov/r* ^bout opposite

the Atlas Supply house; the .latj pone' \xr>v.. ni:%j He . oiLpany depended

for t-ieir v^ter supply .\JS in the a:ea new bei:i^ ussd Tor Freight

House and ticcks., Ihis pond occupied quite e l^r ' e &r*-a 3:id was

capable of holding a large supply of water, b^t ;<e ssed to ;u-ve a

drou~th in those days as we do now, when our .supply of »;eter was

diminished, we had to resoit to v.titer t ra ins to hf.ul wi ter from t^e

Arkansa: river t:.ree ni les N.^rth. Ihis uater v/as dumped into the pond

th8n puiapod into the tank for- our engines,

Much rejoicing v:as had by a l l concerned v/hen Musko.̂ ee cbtained

a water system and enjoyed the benefits of sewage disposal.
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Talking about wc-.ter reminds me of the early days

travelers arrived end wanted room with bath at some of the early

hostelries, the bath was what is known as a "hummingbird bath",that

is, a wr.sh bowl, no turkish towels, and the user hr.d to bring the

water in from the pump and subsequently Cump it out the window.

After the ruins of the fire were cleaned up, the city emerged

like a phoenix and promptly began to rebuild in a lE;r£e way,- business

was very ceod, the xlsty of course was the1 only carrier serxinc this

city end surrounding country. But Muskogee was making-such rapid

strides th?:t it attracted outside capital and men v/ho saw an oppor-

*
tunity to spread cut, cuct men s C. h. H&skell (our f i rs t Governor)

ft
the Kenefic^ LR ouiicers, tie;, shov/ed up here, I'x* Kaskell raised

470,000.00 is tv;o hours tim© stsndinf on e wagon dravm up on a

prominent coiner, the purpose of which was to build some sailroads.

The Kenefic paop.̂ e built the line froy Fayetteville through

::usko ;ec and into Clcraulgee, tapping tLe Frisco at both points. This

line was finished and oper« ions be^un in February 1903. Of course the

purpose of building this line -vas to sel l i t to the Frisoo which would
in . • -

/tive*thet carrier an entrance/to Muskogee. This line ws3 kno\m a3 the
z*.rk and Cherokee Central. The sale w..s oonsuminated in about two

year8.

Taa Kenefics also built, the K.Q&Q and Midland Valley. \

I opened the f i rs t station for the 0 & CC having resigned tke

Katy agency at ;.:uskojee November 15, 1902. s \

Subsequently I reentered tSe servSce of the Katy in Texas, be-

coming a travelling ^auditor, headquarters Houston, then transferred to

Muskogse in 1005 as Chief Clork, I resigned this position and accepted

. a pension, at least 1 cal l i t such, for I entered the service of Uncle
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3am here In Muskogee under Dana H. Kelsey* I t v/ts real work but "•

nc-tling co&parod to lai lroad work and besiae.s one was .given better

hours, no Sunday v;ork, vacation with pay e tc . Mr, Xelsey was a

wonderful Executive nn& m; de a recwd for himself. He placed rae

in charge of t re Restrictions Division in Ds\ceuib.-r 1908, jyhloli I -

held until my resignation in 1912, when I went into the Laundry

fcusinsss for PI:/self •

In urin^in., Uiis l i t t l e b" story to a close I desire to d i l r t e

a noncnt upon t. circuiasoance happening when 1 was ? r,ent for the

Katy at i.uskogea. '/ne ^aay Denny Gnlllvun, Li vis ion Superintendent

of the liclj at Deniaon, who e .jurisdici-i-a. ihcluu'-d >rnsko.'7ee Yards

introduced a y>uiv, LIP:I"CO ui- I'Yio infer..ed iue thii. nan v/ould enter

the service as foreman of an an,;ine, meaniri,; Lo v/̂ u_d l.cve chcT?,e

of a s..itch engine t-.nO. two uen in wiJiiii.: up traii;is, a vory rainor_

j.jb, but eviurntiy c. 'd^ btep,for L:o .-.an '̂ e-s no otiier than 2'rank

Grace, ?:;>e is nc-.v t..e Vice President $f and -Genera^. ;>jia ;9r of t'.e

Kcty lines in Texas. " If he has not had L meteor like experience

it j^st shows whet a .;;an -.sith bi-aink~ rr.̂ y do. \


