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RAILROAD LIFE I'V INDIAN TERRITORY BEING THu ‘
PERSONAL EXFERIENCES OF MR, E. ¥, MORTON 183

T caﬁg tq Ind;gn.qggr;to;y in Jenuary 1886, from Grand Raplds
Nﬁohigan, whefé I ﬁégiborn and reareé, éttaiﬁigg e high school edu-~
cation. ‘Hi'rathér"béésé& on_ when I'wgé'a young men ‘nd I bégan then

) make~ﬁ; own way. I landed at Atoka infthe Choctaw Netion, wher-
tiearned RR work under “the th{éléée'or‘my father~1n~law Mr. J. R..
mown, who wes then tne RR Agent at that point and who, himself, ckme
to the fe“ritory with the MKT &n the 70's. ‘ \

' I came to hushabee iniﬂay 1886 takinp & Job in the freizht ’
office under Mr,’ W. w. iller the agent, staying at that point =
;mattef of two years. At thet time, Luskobee wi.s a smell town, but/’

e very importpgt treding noint. 'mhere Were Lev- ral guite largze
mercantile esteblishments here. The outstgnding ones bsing the
Patterson ﬁercant;le Co., Turner and Byrne, derlers in hardware and
;Fmber, J. E. Turner Mercentile Company, ;.‘B ‘Sevezs Generel-
hds\f the drug store was ovmed and opersted by br. F. h. ﬁilliams
succee\ded by E. R. Rulison. ﬂ

e Government maintained an Indian Aéency here, -and such
agency wes\in cherge of some verj able #nd brillant men. |

The prQressions were also very ably represgentec by the
brainest men iﬁ\}he country. .

#het 1s now the MET RR wes at that time leased and operated
by the lio. Pac RR Coy and the llne wes permitted to rum down,the
main business af the ccgprny being*giverted to the St LIM & 3, th-

. N .
letter parralleling the Kety into Texss through Little Rock.

* the
I had the good fortune to attract £ notlce of Nr. J. W.

Maxwell, then the division superintendent of the line at Muskogee,
N\



= JORTON,. £. M. ARTICLE. , «

¥ ] . . , ‘ :

who wg by the way, a very brillant RR ofﬁclal and 8, "man who

axcited the loyalty an& love of his subordinates. L"r. Maxwe?.ld.

\\

offered he first Agency coming to his attention having day

>

and nivht tel&r\anh onerators (I was not a telogvaph operator ' ) e :
myself) ¢he resu t being my appointment to the & 'ency at Atoka (
where I was well known."l‘hat town being my first s’cop in the_ '
Territory when-I came West,

Cohy w1fe wus also well acquaintea there havinr mede- it her
hone for scie yeu‘s; as I .teil mry friends, I spent eight or the -

happiest yeers of my 1ife at Atoka and intgrtainéylnfor it and 1ts .

-~

older citizens a lasting arfection, .

3

. A.U"!Dat immedivtely after taking up ny duties 8t Atoka tm
1ine went into .thc hends 0*" Raceivers (Messeru Eddy & Cross), thus'
separating tre Faty from uhe e, Pac, At once great preparations
were institui;eé to place the Krty on a plene with other great
Southwestern carriers; Immense sume were expended to improve the
road bed; 'he[avie‘r steel w.s laid ;and plenty of rolling stock pro-
vided to gvre furibusiness which irmediately began rolling through
' this fertile country and on through Texas and the Gulf, .

Atoka boasted of sgome very hiéh classud citizens, I. recall
i--’F.éthe'r J S. I.iurrow, as he was affectionately called by his many
k"f'riends,"‘s""hé was a missionary to the Indiens - - Captain G. B. Hester

of Boognyepot whose daughter beoame the wife of Se;m'tor‘ R.<’>bert\

L. (wen, tle ;}rominent family cf Choctaws the vrights, Frank Wright
being £ Presbyterian Evangelist Dr. E N, “n'tight a prominent 'physician'

and Allan Wright an Attorney and former member of the law firm of

Stuart cud Wiight., Mr., Wright now ‘iving in McAlester tmd practicing
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’During my stay 1n Atoka the U, S Government made a huge -
payment to the Choctawa A“boka beingr the headq\xarters. ’I’his pay-
ment amounting '$0 & sum of $3.,000 000, certainly accomplished a ".
great desal of good throughmt the Choctas Nation and circulated
a lot ot money in that area,

Indians oame there who had never been on a RR train and
themlron Horse! wes a g:rea'tv curiosity to them. Atoka was”the
Junction of t;;& branch lins of the Katy, operatin to lehigh &
uoalgate a é;stance of 7 & 14 miles resnective_c.y, from Atoka.
The mejority of the (,om')any co&l for +he Katy Was mlned at Coal~
zate and hundreds of cars were hendiec montily throush Atoka;

also larze quankities of commercial toal originated at both Le-

high and Coalgate ,' requiring many trains daily to handle same,

this made stoke an importunt sfation, quite a l:rie force of employees
were required to .p_roperly handle the business., “

The socia'l life at Atoks was very pleesant, lovely people
made it 50, ' )

There wes & very old Masonic Lodge fhere and I entered the
Blue Lod:ie early in my life, going on into the Rayal Arch Chapter
there, I recall my chapter team of three consistea of Horton
futherford, Mike Conlan and myself. Morton Rutherford it now de-
censed, e fine men. Nike Conlan lives in Oklahoma City.
' ¥orton Rutherford wes U, S..Commissioner at Atoka, we lived

L

close neishbors, I loved the family, » L "

In 1895 I was appointed agent at uskog & which was a distinct
‘promcgtion and wes no doubt largel, due to the influence of Mr., J. W,
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Kaxwell, who &t that time wae Assistant General Manager ofighe
Xaty, having gone on up the line himself,
Muskosee was than a elty of 4,000 end bu ciness wee brisk
both for the RR and the people enge;ed in business here,
Liuch had teken plece hsre in t.e elught yecrs of my absence.
5 banr had veen estatlished, the courts .ere in oper tion &nd I went
t0- gy« .bhe letter wos a bly step forwerd, enabling the hendling ﬁt

first tend, of the criminal element vhich had been thritvin- in a

«"
1srze vey, the pewp.e ir iris-area hsving previously depended upon

the Court et Fr, Suith, a distance of one hundred miles across the

cotntr; Ly staze or iorae back, g T

¢ fue xoty RP was celins herrassed by trein roYvers wiio plied

o

o

the trsffic w» «né down the vueroxee divisicn Sel.zen uskowee end

_n
r,.‘

3 ‘.7 '? > . i 4 Al - -
Vinita. For quite @ lon, merivd of L,u-e - inw arrongenents witkh the

=

Ue 3, Jarsh .Al here to gend armed guaras ia Ve expru ¢c..r North on

¢

o~

traid 2, le=ving “usxo oe at ~:.45 Fe ite, BuCa forcz Lound Lravel to
Vinite cod ret rn on train 71, arrivia, hLere ab ¢:30 ., . This
srr noement putting a stop to the praclice of hulding up cur trains.,
Thuse sustds ere Intrepid g_fi‘ice}z{é./uud liad veen enga.ed in many con#
flicts ‘it the Daltons and other bo «8 01 train roo.ars,

In tl.e dnys before statehood en. whils ¢ @ avfelrs of Indian
Territory were being g.:-.varned by t.L . several Tribes, lurge numbers
of stock cattle wers brourit to tlils country from Jouth Texas thet
.ere unloaded gf between Okataha und Bleczstoue, The latter point
being lacete‘d by the rivers 3outh of Gibson statgion. Imménse pastures
wers uncer fence, these nettle ‘fattened off the gras from time of

unloading in spril of each year, then in September were loaded and
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and shipped to the National stock ysrds at E. St. Louis end Union
stock Yards Chicago. | 187

This resulted in very hesvy traffic for the rail carriers and
produced profitadble busiﬁeas bringing plenty of cash and commerce to
this country.

Men like P. K. Blackstone, or Nip &s he wes known by his
friends. Clarence Turnef, H. B. Spaulding, I. N. Nicholson and
many others were extensively engaged in the cattle business.

The Indian Natiéns chérged a doller per head for grezing.
Yany thouéands of head of cattle were hendled.

I }ecell e partic.lsr instence imvolving !I’r. Nip Blackstone
to show th:t this man's word wos os good as moﬁey in the bank., FXe
shipped in.thrae trein loads of cattle, the frelght charges coverins
which were approximately £$2500 per trein. He wired me from Texts
to release the ez tie upon errival at Cktahe that he would pey me
the cherge upon his arrival three days letter., At the eppointed
time the full amount §f wes turned over to me,a matter of about
$7500,00, Thet is the kind of & chap he was. £s far es that is
concerned though 1 will say ; nevexr lost a peuny doing business
on a very large scelewith the merchents ené others with whom.the
RR came into contact, '

Upon my arrivel hsre in '©5, there wios no superintendent
locsted here A¥d there was one at Parsons.and one at Denison, so
that the agent who wes also responsible for the Yard had many in-
volved duties. In February 1899, Muskogee was the victom of a
dis&strous fire which practically wiped out the town, e had
abeoluteiy no fire fighting apparatus nor water except a few

;oisterns, and the fire was of such magnitu&ethat the supply wes
0v a drop ¢
iiinnnmm.? n the bucket, All that part of Muskogee North of
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Broadwny, including the Turner Hardware Compeny, the Englisli88

Bleek Corner Broadway & Main w.s complete razed, a very strong

wind csrried burning embers as far 'gaway as Brushy 'Mountain. The

¥KT pessenger erd freight offices including the Frel.ht House, were

| destroyed. Thé Katy passenger sas located as now &n the building

corner oi’ Broadway and Katy Tracis. This building was freme ﬁd

‘was uged as a hotel,, formerly the old A@ams hotel and burned down

very quickly, the occupwnts falled to sév.e snything, however,-we

of the Katy saved the contents of tl.e ticket off'ice, @also of the

E’reight heuse, tceciuse I- tor;k steps immedictely to have cers switched
i *ie Wryce ond utilized the Lelp of 100 or so RR men employ-.es

of the Comnany to stow everything movgable intu the cers and move

them to & point of sai;ety, £11 the office furniture,desks etc,,

the telegraph instrﬁments, battery Jers, ‘nd even the clock wes

saved. The savin~ of tie frei Lt &l.ne amcu itec to meny t‘nousaﬁds

of dollars.

I utilized ¢ small company buildin:

2

wiich =23 s.ved from tlie
conflazration apnd hed it set up for .se &s 8 teiéfgraph orfice, ticket
office tnd an office for m,yse;lf,' ,:ual althoush the {ire was burnin:
briskly st 9:20 ., %, , we had the telegraph ofliice in operastion by
10:30 A, %., and were gettin; traims throu:h the Yards as usual, the
cempeny lost no nroperty aside from thLe :::at;;r oil' and frei -ht house,
no rolling stock damezed or _derailed.

- The 3u; erintendent wos well pleased with the set-up when he
arrived et noon and requestew e to sive him the names of each AR
- man who aided me in savinj conmpany property. I recell that each
| recelved merit merks on his record as a résult; I made it qpitle plain

to the superintendent_ that any of these men could have just steppec

-
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up street a ways and had all the free liquor he could drink ?{%@

drug stores in town just placéd their suprly &t the -disposal of
ﬁua;opulace) and everyone up town wes gloriously drunk,

The Company put up a tempurary.fréight house on tie s ne sita
in fou1 days time. In the mesntime we utilized box cers for étora;é
and delivery of freight. ‘

The company also turnished a coach which vas loceted asbout
where the present news stend is situated, for 'use es a walting rocu
for passengers. 3 ‘

Immediate. steps were put In operction to rebuild the Kety

ietel ond 1t vos of brick comstructi.n, It togk elmost s year to

finish it..

w

At this tize all trains werc r-de up in L' e Zoull: Yard,; Southn
of Fondulece Jtrest so .het reguired auct swigphing and nandling of
cars scross, 3roadr.y +ndéd Ckuulinase, that wiesre tn;wn as death crousings
and they «#ure very dangerous. l.any accid nts Lecarzed; the round hou.d
and coal sghutes, also the siotk yards serc 4o.u town aboul opposlie
the atlas Supply hcuse; the laty ponl urai. nith the ovipany depended
for taeir w.ter supply .zs in the area now bein: uséd for Frei:sht
“ouse and trceks.. This pond occuppied quite ¢ l:ir-e sr.a 22d wes
capeble of holdihg & lerge supply orf water, b.l e wsed to heve &
d;ou:th in thuse days as we do now, when our supply of .ster was
diminished, we hac to reso:t to veter trains to heul witer Prom the
Arxanse. river t.ree miles North. This vater was dumped into the pond
then pumped inte the tank for our engines.

fueh rejoleing wes had by all concerned when Musko.ee obtained

& water system and enjoyed the benefits of sewage dispossl,
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Telking about woeter reminds me 01; the early days hereigl%n
fravelers eirrived eand wanted room with bath at some of thé early
nostelries, tbe bath was what is known as a "hummingbird bath",ihat
g, & wesh bowl, no turkish towels, and the user hed to bring the
weter in from the pump and subsequently Cump it out the wix_zdow.

After the ruins of the fire were cleaned up, the c¢city emerged
1ike a Phosnix .and promptly began to rebuild in a lerge way, business
was very ccGé, tie ety of course was the oniy carrier serwing this
city =nd surroundin. country. But Muskogee wus making - such rapid
gtrides thet it sttracted outside cepital and men who saw ean Oppor-
'tunity to spread cut, cuck men s C. M., Haskell {our first Covernor)
the Fenefics IR oulicers, trej; showed up here, r. Husﬁkell ralised
470,000,00 in two nours time stending on e wegon drawn up on a
orominent corner, the purpose of w‘nich weze to bulld some ®allroads.

Tt.e ¥Xenefic paop:e bullt the line frox Fayetteville through
‘usko rec and into Ckmulgee, tappinzy tue frisco ';t both points. This
line wes finished &nd operws- ions bezun in February 1303, 1f course the
purpose of building this line wes to sell it to the Frisco Q«‘nich wouid
,;ive&tﬁat carrier an entrancil}to Mugkogee, This line wzs kno«..m'as the
¢z2rk and Cherokee Cemtral., 7The sale w.s consumrated in about two
years, | | .

\\

The Xenefies also bullt the KO&G and ¥igland Valley,

I opensd the first station for the O ‘& CC havin; resigned \t\xe
Xaty agency ab iuskogee November lfé, 1302. \

Subsequéntly 1 reentered the service of the Raty in Texss, be- g
coming a travelling suditor, headquarters Housﬁon, then transferred Tféh
Muskogaé in 1005 as Chief Clcerk. I resigned this position and accepted

Sl

_&.pension, at least I ¢all it such, for I entered the service of Uncle
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sum here 1ln Uuskogee under”Dana H. Keisey‘ It wes regi work bﬁt
'ncxhing comparsd to :ailroad york and besilies one was inén béuter
houfs, no Sunday work, 'vacatioh with puy etc. »Mr. Kglsey was &
wonderfol "°ecutive ~nd m: de a record for himself, e plzced me
in charge °f tbe Restrictlions Division in‘*epeuo T 1908, which I
held until my resigmation in 1912, when I went ints the Lelrdry
tusingss for myself, -

In vrin. in, vhis litile hListory to a close I desire to‘dilrte

a moment wpon & clrcumstance hap-ening whon 1 wag f-ent for the

-

Yaty at _uskeges. ﬁnéﬁﬁuy venny Sullivan, Livision Supsrintencdent
" of the Lot at Dcﬁison, who € gurdsciclion includ=d Vuskugée Yarads
iasroduced a voun, on €0 s ond infer..ed we thic nan would enter
the service as Toremen of an on;ine, meanﬁn¢ e wLu.d Liove cherre
of a s.iteh engine &nd itwo e in wwiling wp ﬂr&ins, a Vory ninor
job, but evia:ntiy « Uiy step,for Lhe can wes ne other than Irank
trace, v.e le mew t.e Viece Presiasnt ¢f 2ad seneva. .nnesr of
Xety lines in Texas. If ke haes not had s mﬁteur like exparience

it v shows what & .an »ith brains umey do, ~ N

wS
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