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,This story was related by fehe la te M.F,

St i l lwel l , shortly before his death in 1&22. .

Mr, St l l lwel l was born in Kansas, but was taken

by his mother to live with his uncle, John Plorer,

at Bawhuska when he' was only two years old. He

gr€w .up among the Osage Indians* and knew their • «

t r i ba l history well•- He probably knew as .many

•real Indian s t o r i e s as any .man l iving in the

I ndia n ^ T e r r itor-y.

• .Mr. Sti l lwell was one of the few white

men who sa^ the las t scalp used ky the-Osage

Indians on a .state^ocoasion. This was in the

summer of 1880, when^he was about six or seven

years old. The scalp was from a I&wnee Indian
* • ,

and was used at the regilar war dance, of the

tribe; , ~ • % ' .. .

On.e of these Osage war dances was really
"• * . . . * * *

worth gfting miles to see. I t was an annual a f f i i r /

generally held in the spring or early summer and

was melde the oooasion for a l l the Indians who had
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died during the previous year* .All of the able,

bodied Indians of the t r ibe congregated at. these

fiances. .They would oamp around -a ,c i rc le probably

a mile in circumference. The war party would camp

on one side and the peace party on the other.

Four days were devoted to mourning. * The job of

mourning for a dead Osage re la t ive was no boy's

work. I t required a ful l grown, lusty buck to

show proper appreciation of the sad af fa i r . The

Smpurners.were not allowed to l i e down during the

entire four days and nights the mourning was. in

progress. They neither ate nor drank from sun

r ise to sun set and upon re t i r ing to their tents '

were. given a .drink" of water, and a l i t t l e bread •

The tents inwhalc h~th ey spent., the night were ttie

. regulation tepee, but were only about three ' feet

in diameter and i t was impossihle for the- mourners

to sjee'p. unless they napped a l i t t l e s i t t i ng up.

• • • . The .physical effort:, required to mourn for .

the dead led to the practice of hiring mourners.

The job was so ha£d that nov professio"nal.mourner

would consent to take i t for less than t h i r t y or



th i r ty-f ive ponies. The mourners did hot dance,

' ' "but walked slowly around the encampment while .

the peace and war part ies danoed. These two

parties emca'mped on either side of the ' large open

space and at regular intervals they would leave
n •

their tepees and start to .lance around the circle

toward the other party. The two parties would meet

after each had danoed probably a half mile. After-

a short pow wow they would separate and dance baok

to their tepees. The cooks would always have a -

good meal prepared after each of these efforts

ana the da'noers would feast .̂  Baoh party was

equ|»ppe4 with several singers and musicians -and

the ceremony was rather impressivei _This annual

war dance was a religious ceremony MDB&XXSK as

important with an Ogage as any religious ceremony

with any of the civilized organizations.

This particular^dance was held near Woaster,

- a big mound about five miles.southwest of Pawhuska

and near FelogonK .i/iy.uncle, Mr. Slower, had taken
*#&>*-*' *" ^ •'*" * .Aft* »***" *£*. y ^ , . • * % « ^ : . " i

< af t of-usr^and gone out ' to. watch i t . During the
• c 5 ' * £ * • ' • • ^ • ' •

..lal%iay the young Indians ftetfame restless and the
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agent began to fear an outbreak. He warned' the

whites that there probably would be trouble and

that they better' get back to town. Unole John'knew

all of the Indians well and was not afraid, .We

.stayed and the business so impressed itself on

ray memory that I oan fcecall nearly a l l of the

incidents yet.

For'ten or fifteen years the 'Osages* had not

used a fresh soalp for their war dance's.,. They had

either hired .somebody to let them out off a l i t t l e

lock of hair or had forcibly taken a lock from

some stranger. mhey ha a prettjr roflgh times -getting

the necessary lock of hair nor an- then, but their

.jTeligign. requited i t and they always brought in

the lock. On this particular occasion the young

men'of t'Hte tribe decided to enliven proceedings

by reverting to the old fashion and using a real

soalp* They made i t up among themselves that they

would adorn the scalp pole with a Bawnee scalp. ,

The Arkansas Hiver was the only barrier between „

.the Osagesand the^iawnees. and the Osages were

rather afraid of the warlike pawness. When an
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Oaage horse strayed across the. river ttie owner

counted I t lost and nevnr went over/'after i t . •

. So, you s.e.e bau" b-fcsocl ^as existing ^bet^een the

"t«ro t r ibes , •

The young man "rho comprised the ^ar party

left the scene of the dance about noo*n on the

fourth day of the mourning. . They haa save<i the i t
1 W

best horses and equipment for this occasion and •

.they made a pretty sight when they rode away. They

went southwest'toward the Arkansas River, lact..

buck 7̂0re a l l the fancy clothes he •pcsss-s..se: ar.-O

each ^o-.v.-a.: paiito" an" ' ) ̂ craJ •;•: - ; ' 1 .feathers

in ifs braided ma&e ana t a i l . ?he r.i^ers used the

^ _ Jbeayy silver npjiritedjbri>le8 an_(>__oarrieC^tteir

)ri-!.

The next we saw of the war party was four,

or five hours la te r , just a l i t t l e ^hile before .

sun down. They car§e gallpp'ins; out of ^ "ooo.s

about a. Kile southwest of camp. As the SUB slic^n

5n the silver ornament s> on the bridles and the; .

shields i t made as 'pretty a sight as- i e^er saw.

The whole band of about £50 rode as fast as they .
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oouM come toward 'the damp and "then circled; it ; ,

yelling anfi rravinc; tfce "soal;p. They oame inside ••

the sercl-airclo' iru^ii :'. the Indians always- formed

1 vand'the leader went

to the soalp pole and hung up his trophy. Then

it V8LS discovered +Vat the cuetornery lock of hair •

was- not used and that the thing \-8.i\,ii\g. on the pole

r̂as a real acalp which s t i l l , drip^ea blood. ITobody

ever knew'the .story of the scalp, but if was learned

afterward that i t was procured acros!~the Arkansas

river and that i t came from i'ie;hea. of a 3?>nee

Indian who had been "killed by the ban^. Shis was

the last scalp ever ta^en by the Osages of which

is anything like an official record.


