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TFE LAST OSAGE SCALP MAS
: TAKEN IN 1880 AT PAWHER .

‘ ,ThiS'gtdr& waé relétad'by Ihe late M.F.
Stillwell, shortly before his death in 1922.;
Mr. St;lllwéll was born in Kansas' but was taken
by his mother to live with his uncle John Floref,)
at Pawhuska when he wa s only two years old. He
gr8w up a@ong the oSage Ind;gnshand knew theifi .
" tribal history well.~ He probably knew as .many
real Indlan‘ﬁgories as any .man llving in the
Indian.Territoryu

M. Stillwell wa s one of'the few whete
men who saw the last scalp used hy the Osage
7,Ind1ans on a stateﬂgqcasion.lr This was in.therrr
summer of 1880, mhen ggﬁgas about six or seven
years old. The scalp was from a annee Indian |
and was used at the regnlar war dance, of the

tribes . - o

One of_@hese @sage war dances was really
‘worth géing miles to see. 1t was‘an anﬁual affair,"
generally held in the sprlng or early summer and

wa.s made the oocasion for all the Indians whb had
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‘died during‘the»preﬁiohé year. 'All of the able -
bodieﬁ Ind ians of the tribe eongregated at. these,
dances. .They would camp around a clrcle probably
& mile in circumferenoe. The war party would camp
on one side and the peace party on the other,
Pour days were devoted to mourning.~ The job of
mourning for a dead Osage relative ‘was no boy's
work. It required gﬁfull grown, lusty buck to
show vroper appreciation of fhe sad affaif. The
Kmourners were nétallowed to 1ie dorm during the
entlre four da&s and nights the mourning was. in
progress. They ne;ther ate nor drank from sun

rise to sun set and upon retiring to their tents -

- were. given a drlnh of water and a 11ttle bread.

‘mﬁi_iiEEiJEE’EQJCb they snent the nipht were the

. regulation tepee, but.mere only about three feet -
in diameter and it was_impossihlé for the‘moﬁrners
%o é;eep\uniess they népped a little sitting up.
' , The .physical effort: required to mourn for
the.dééd 15& to the practice of hiring hournersQ |
The job was 80 hazd that no professional mourner '

would consent to take it for less than thirty or
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thirty-five ponies. The .mourners did not dance,’
" but walked slowly around the enoampment'ﬁhile_
the peace and war parties danced.  These two

3 o R '
"parties emcdmped on either side of the large open

-

- gpage and at regular intervals they would 1ssve
~ their ﬁspeeS'agd'sfarﬁ to lance around the circle
4toward the other party. The two parties would mestl
aftsr each had danced probably a half mile. After.

a short pow wow they would séﬁarste snd dance back
to their tepees. The eodks would almays have a -
good meal prepared after each of these efforts

and the dancers wonld feast. Rach party wa.s

equpppea with mseveral S1ngers and musicians -and

the ceremony was rather impressive: mhis annual
war:dance was a rellgious:ceremony u;ﬂxgxx as |
importsnt with an ogage as any religious cersmon§:‘
with any of the civzlized organizat cnSe - .
This particulav dance was held near Wooster,
a big mound about five miles. southmest of Pawhusk
and near Nelogomy‘ iy uncle, K. Elorer had taken
%& of us?and éo%} out” to, ;;fch i;i During the S

¥4
ﬁldg%;day the young Indians %eﬁame restless and the
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agent’began to ﬂear’ah outbreak. Ee'wérned’the
whites that there pbﬂbably would be trouble and
_that they befte;;get back té‘town. Uncle John knew
all of the 1ndians well and was not afraid. ,ﬁe ;
.stayed and the buéiness s0 impressed itseif’on
my_memo#y that I can recéll nearly all of the
incidents yet. ‘ |
For ten or fiffeen‘years the Dsagés had hoﬁ"

used & fresﬁ scalp for their war danceés.. mhey had
either hired somebody to let them cut off a little
. lock of hair or had fprc&blj taken a lock from
some'stranger. "hey ha.d vretty ioﬂgh times gettingw
t@g necessarﬁ locﬁ of hair now an! then, but their
_religign requited it and they always ??1‘0‘1.%“:‘“5 in
the loc%. On this particular oceasion the &oung
men of fﬁé tribe decide§ to enliven proceedings
by referfing to the olc fashion and wsing a real
. scalp, Théy'made it up among tbeméélves that they

would adorn the scalp pole with a Pawnee scalpe.

The Arkansas River was the only barrier between .

g —

- the Osagesand tpewfawnééé.and the Osages were

rather afrai? of the warelike Pawnems. ¥When an
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oaage horse strayed aeross the river tﬁe owner

counted 1t lost and nev"* ment ove; after it.

So, yon see vad uiwod wvas existinz betveen ths
: 1 - R

.« two tribes. : o . .

¢

The young man -ho comprised uug,@ar narty

left the scene of the dance abeut noowi on the
. + ‘&

-

fourth day of the rourninyt, Ther haé saved thelrf
beet horses and eguipmertd for this oceasion and -
they made a pretty sight'mhen'fhoy rode away. They .
ment southwest tow rd the Artansas River. Lok

-

_buck wore all the fancy clottes he pesswsse’ ard
each Moy .mas naltha’ an” "oatat ol —! " feathers

(4

-

. in its braided mahe and tail. The widers used Ske

Leavy silver nomwnted briglee ar\»nair;ef tn r

The nexf we sawm Of the war party was four
or five hours 1ater, just & little whi}e be§2re,
sun down. The& cane gallopﬁng out dé #% woo0us
anout a mile southwest of camp. As the suB sb“wﬁ',.
64 e’ 51lver ornameuts on the briéles and the

shiglds 1t made a8 pretty a sight»as-I eger Saw,
The whole band of about 250 rode as fast as fhey.A

e
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douﬁd_comé tomard ‘the camp'aﬁd then oii?led;ig ,
yellihg a1t waviﬁ& tbe‘séalp. They came insile -
the semi-cirole’inﬂ;ﬁi}‘.the Indiéns always formed
wgzig—:;?Efﬁ§@f6?§FE§‘§§EIp,\ana'the leader went

to the scalp pole and hung up his trOphJ. Then

it was discovered *l'at tlte customery lock of hair
was not used anl that uh tring ltac ivge. on the pole

was & real sealp which stllllarippea Elogd. Nobody

ever knew'the story of the scalp, ut it was learned

lafterwara that it was proourred aeres “the Arkansas

¥

river and that it came from 16 -hea. of a Pdvnee
NN I . ‘2, .
Iandian who had been killed by +he band. This was

the last scalp ever taken by the Osages of which




