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Messra, Levi B. Gritts, Chairman .
John R, Smith g :
William Rogers ‘ S
D. R. Coodey o
Fred McDaniel Cherokee Representative Committee

¢
«

Gentlemen:

~ For your information, and through you for the information of
the Cherokee people, I respectfully submit the following brief report on

Cherokee matterss :

I arrived in Washington in the afternoon of Thursday, May 29,
1924, The contract for prosecution of the Cherokee claims under
suthority of Public Law Ro, 57, 68th Congress, executed by your
Committee with me, and my aasociatea on the 26th ultimo at Muekogee,
was forwarded to the Department by Superintendant but did not reach us
until Tuesday June 3rd, 192¢. The tramscripts of the procesdings of the
Distriet Council meetings, of the Delegate-Council meeting at Tahlequah
(May 21, 1924), and of the Representative Committee at Muskoges on
Monday,<May 26th,, 1924, were not sent with the Contraet, I assume that it
re‘uired soms time to put it all into typowriting. However, yesterday,
June 4, 1924, my associates and I took the contract end executed it in
due form before Justice Siddons {ome of the Justices of the Supreme of
the Distriet of Columbie) end filed it with request for approvel by the
Secretary and Commissioner. The Contract will undpubtedly be approved
within the next day or so - &s soon 8s the. above mentioned transcripba
rrrive.

) -
It has been my earnest hope that wé might get the matter of
e Contra8t closed in time to get at 1eas{’€;;\§§§edman Claim filed
berore the Surme¢r recess - but I am afraid it will have to go over until
Ectobér. Congress will adjourn Saturd.y (day after tomorrow) and it is
he intention of the Court of Claims to begin its Summer, Tuesday, so 1
derstend.

I expect & decision by the Court of Claims in the case we
ave already submitted Mondey next. If the decision does not come down on
hat day, we must wait for it. Also, until after the Court re-convenes
pext October,
It is my intention to attend the summer and autumn ennual
neetings of the Cherokes Socisties, &s usual, this year,

or our people, 1 am

Hoping that this year may be one of prosperity in every way
l Very respectfully and sincerely yours,

h—._m 81‘@06»2 Frank J. Bfondihal-. Attorney
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S, The Cherokee Representetive Committee in regular convention
sembled for the consideration of the variocus interests of the
erokee people; AND

¢ This Committee is especially ixfterested in the efforts of the
fficers of the Soclety of Oklahoma Indians;

IT THEREFORE R: SOLVED: That this Committee oh bekslf of th Cherokee
ople heartily endorse the emunciated objects of said Society of

ahoma, Viz: "To protect the Civil, Social, Educational and Financial
pats of the Indians.”
f

:
[
b

-~

ssed and epproved this 20th day of July, 1925. .

Levi B, Gritts
Chairman

D. R. Coody
- ) John R, Smith
ttest: Fred icDeniel, William Rogers
Secretary

.
/ . L/
v ’

‘o



. Conferring Jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear, exsmins,
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68th. Congress .
2nd Session H. R. 106108 .

0. Moare, Supexrvisor - 7
oneer History S-149 =, n ~ 144

Hibbs i
$ksg Information cbteined from:

8. B. Lewls, 316 Alexander Bld'g
Tulsa, Oklahoma

I THE SuNATE OF THE UNITED STATES ™o
. ~ Mal‘ch 8, 1930 .

EA)

Read twice and referred to the Committee on Indien Affairs.

<

14

AN ACT

”~

?ﬁénsider, anu ad judicate claims which the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee,
. Cresk, and Seminole Indiens may have against the United States, and for
_other purposes. v

1.
2o
Se
4.
S.

6. 8,

ey

7.
8.
9.
10.
-11,.
12.
13.

l.
2.
3.
4,
O
8.

Be it enacted by the Senate and houss of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

That jurisdiction be, and is hereby, conferred upon the {ourt
of Glaims %o hear, exmmine, coansiasr, aqg ad judicate any

and all claims arising “under or growing out of any treaty
stipulation or agreement of the United States with the Choo-
taw, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Creek, or Seminole Indian Nation
or Tribes, or any act of Congress, in relation to Indian
.affgirs, which said Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Creek,

or Seminole Indian Nations or Tribes may have against the
United States and which claims have not heratofors been
determined,or adjudicated: Provided, That said Court of
Claims shall also hear, exsmine, consider, and ad judicate any

!

-

2

claims which the United States may have against said Indian
nations: Provided further, That the suits be instituted
within two years from date of approval of this act: Provided
also, That from decisions of the Court of Claims in said suits
appesls may be taken as in other casea 1o the Supswme

Court of the United States.



» 0%

" LEWIS, S. R. ' DOGUMENTS., - .. =~ i QI 02

-2~ 445

7. The Court of Claims ahall have authority by proper

8. orders and process to bring in and make parties to such suits
$.. any or all psrsons desmed by it necessary or proper to the

10. final determination of the matters in controversy.

11. The claim or claims of each of said Indian Nations

12. shall be separately or jointly by petition in the

13. Court of Claims, and auch action shall make the petitioner

14. perty plaintiff plaintiffs end the United States party de-.

15. fendfikt; Such petition on the part of any such nation or

16. tride shall be varified by the attorney or attorneys employed
17. to prossoute such claims or claims under contract or contracts
18. with the principel chief or governor of the nation or tribe
19. interested and appioved by the Secretery of the Interior,
0. A copy of the petition shall, in each case, be served ~
21. upon the Attorney General of the United States, and he or )
22. same attorney from the Department of Justice, to be designated
28. by him, is hereby directed to appear and defend the

. 84. interest of the United States in said cases.

RS
~

1. Any’snd-all cleims sgeinst the United States within
2. the purview of this dct shall forever barred unless suit be |
3. inmstituted or petition filed in the Court of Claims wit.uin ¢
4. two days from the date of apprc¥al'of this Act as provided |
6. herein. Upon the final determination of any suit or action

6. instituted under this Act the Court of Claims shall decree

7. such amount or amounts ss it shall find ressonable to pay the

8. attorney or stiornsya employed thercin by any of the above

9. uamed Indians nations for their services and expenses, and.

10. in no emse shall the aggregate amounts decreed by sald Court

11l. of Cleims be in excess of the amount or amounts stipulated

12. in the contract of employmemt or in excess of a sum equal -

13. to 10 per centum of the amount of Tegovery againat the
14. United States.

]

Passed the House of Representatives Marech 1,‘ 1920.

Attest: s . . Wm. Tyier Page, Clerk
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AN ACT RELATING TO DISTRICTS AND REPRFSENTATION
~IN NATIONAL COUNGIL

.
P

Art, 1. Relating to Distriets
Art. 2. Repregentation in National OOancilf -
~ . g.‘e T -

4

ARTICLE 'L

" . Relating to Districts |

‘E . . = ,
f

jtion 441. The Cherokee Netion shall be divided into nine districts,
lbe defined as follows, to-wit: - _ .

-~

: SEQUOYAR DISTRICT

| ’ N - \
!tion 442, Beginning et the mouth of Salisaew oreek; thence up the same to the
)esing of Rogues peth; thence along seid path to within ten yards of _
|-Ekah-Wiees house, leaving Sen-e~kah-wee's in Sequpyah district; thenece to
lirect linesto & point one hundred yards of Edwerd Still's; thence in a
lect 1ine to Corn Tassel's, in Flint District; thence in & direct line to

} Yellow Springs; thence to George Still's wagon road, leeding to ‘Stone's

| mill; thenece in a direct line to Tsi-a«no-ns-s, loaving Tsi-a-no-na’s in
pt distriet; thence in.a direct line to the line of the State of Arkansas
mee ‘south. along said line $o the Arkanaas river' thence up ssaid river

the place of beginning, ,

ILLINOIS DISTRICT .
- — - . i

tion 443, Beginning at the point where Rogue's path crosses Salisay cree;
mce on & direct line to Allen Gafford's on.Elk creek, and down seid creek
it's junction with the Illinois river; thence across Shott Mountain to

| Harlen's, leaving Harlan's. in Illincis District; thence along the read to
eph Coody's; thence amlong the road to williamAHendrick'a, leaving ’

drick'a in Tahleqnah distzrict; thence on the main road to the line of the
1tary reservation of Fort Gibeon- thence north on said line to the ‘
theast corner of the reservation; thence west on the reserve line to

nd river; thence due west to the line of the Muskogee Nation; thence a:uth
said line to the Arksnses fiver, and down said river to the mouth’ of"

iaav creek and up seme to the place of beginning.

.

CANADIAN DISTRICT

tion 444, Beginning at the junction of the Arkansas and Canadian rivers;
bce up the Cenadien river to the line of the Muskogoe Nation; thence along
g line to the Arkansas river, and down the ssme to the place of beginning.
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FLINT DISTRIGT

-

Jong the line of Illinois district to the Illinois river; thence up
r to the mouth of Caney creek, and up ssid creek to the mouth of

on's spring bremch, and up seid brench to the wagon red at X
on'l, thexrce along the main old rcad t6 the crossing of the scuth
the barren fork of the Illinois river; thence up said brench to the
the statc of Arkenses; thencs south on said lime to the line of '
;ustriot, thence west on eaid line to place of beginning.

GOING-SNAKE DI SIRICT

L]
v

446, Beginning at the mouth of Little Caney creek, at the resiaenca
gle; thence up said oreek to its source at John Young'a' ence to
ers on the ban'en fork of the Illinois river; thence along the road
McDaniel’s on the Illinois river; therce along the road, or path,

fto Grend Saline, to Saline creek; thence up seid oreek to crosd ng
Yashington county wagon road, at Gora's cld eabin: thence along said
.F1in%t oreek, and up said creek to the line of ‘the State of Arkanses;
south on seid lime to the line of Flint Distriet;y thence on said =~
tha mouth of Caney .creek, and up the same to the place of beginning.

-

‘TARIEQUAH DisTRICT - -

neke district to Spring creek; thence down the saine_to Grund river,

n said river to the line of, Illinois distriet; thence along said line
111is0is river, and up .scid river to the mouth of Caney

thence up- saitr creek to the place of beginning.

ry

.

/

/

SALINE DISTRIGT \

| 448, - Comencing at & point on Spring creek where Going~-Snake and
lah distridts sorner, and up the léft hand fork of Sprinpg cr-ek by
or 1o 's, end across to 00-lee-stn-hee 8 place, leaving seid pla/(/
ne dig& ‘thence along a path to Oo-lee-stu—hee & 0ld place,

it in Sine district; thence along on the ridge to Chu-le-0's p ace,’
 that place in Saline district; thence to a Ford aboye Ned Christie's
1naw thenceo in a straight line to the mouth of a small creek
bd Persimon's, on Grand river, and down samp to the mouth of
creek and up said creek to the plags of bagirming.

/. C00-WEE-SCO0~WEE DISTRICT -

449. commeneing at the cmasing of the’ line of Illingfs district ‘

A ‘river; thence up aaid river to ihe. mouth of Rock ¢ ek, and up seme
nmoxm, Ksnsas & Te xas reilroad; thenee north on gaid roed o the

: the State of Kensag; thence west o» said line to yhe 96* of west

tde, and gouth on said meridian to the ndrthern bovndayry ‘line of the

. Nation, and east on the seme o' the mertheas} corner of saif .
) Nation; thence south on the line of said Nation 0 the lIine of the

§ district, ancd esst on said line to the plede of deginning.

?0‘-?';

445, Beginning at the point where Rogue‘a peth crosses Salisaw creek °

44'?. Beginning at the mouth of little Caney, thenee along the qine of

- —

L,
g

>
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F 450, Commencing at the mouth of Roeck ereek, on Grand river, and up
eek to the Missouri, Kensas & Texas railroad; thence north on said

) the 1ine of the State of Kansss; thence eest to the line of the

Qnapaw and other affiliated tribes; thence following the boundary lin

aaid tribes and the Cherokees to the line at the State of Missouriyp
‘south on said line, and the line of the State of Arkansas, to the line
make district; thence west on said line to the southeast corner of
district; thence on the line of ssid distriet to Grand river, above
'gimmon's; thence by the river to the place of beginning.

‘ APPOFTIONING«R&PRESENTATION IN THE COUNCIL

| 461, "In aceordance with article third, scction second, of the

mts to the eonatitntion, there shall be elected, at the election tobe
|- the f%?st Mondey of August, 1881, and ther after until the taking of
t census, as provided for by the constitution. The follcwing number

ere of the council from each distriet, to-wit:

!. B . r

From Illinois ' District, © msmber;
" ':CQnadian ‘ ; "o 4 " a
" Sequoyah , " 5 N
" Flint " 3 - o
" Eoing-snai:e ‘ " 4 m \ :'
' Deleware o “n & " X
" Saline | o 3" \t
/ Tahlequeh . " 5 = B
//// " Coo-Wee-Scoo—qu ] " ; " . |

{December 11, 1880) .
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| COMPACT BFTWEHN m} SEVFRAL TﬁbES OF INDIANE / . -

\
l
ion 1. The removal of the Indien tribes from tLe,homés of their
ers|, east, of the Missigsippi, has therd extinguikhed our fires, and
gediour posifion in regard to each other; and whéreas, by the solemn

ge of treatids, we are as_ured by the government|of the United States
the lands we now possess-Bhall te the undisturbdéd home of ourselves
our poaterity\forever- Eherefore, we, the authorized renmesentatives of
several Nations, partiee hereunto, assembled around the great couneil
kindled in the west &t Tahleduah, in order to preserve the relations
jeen our several communities, to secure to all their respective righte
%o promote the general welfsre, do enter into the following compact:

jon 2, Peace and frierdship shall forever be mesinteined between )
Nations, parties to this compaet, and between their respective citizenms,

jion 3. Revenge. shall mot be cherished, nor retaliation‘bracticed;
offenres gommitted by individuals, .

ion 4. To provide for the improvement:of our people im agriculture,
ifactures, and other domestic arts, sdapted to promote the comfort and

iness of our women and children, & fixed and permenent location on

lands, is an indispenseble conditiom., In order, tnerefore, to

re these importznt objects, to prevent-any future removal, and -
rensmit to our posterity, an unimpared title to the lands guaranteed to
respective Nations by the United Stetes, we hereby solemnly pledge

lelves to each other, that no Nstion, party to this compact, shell,

out the consent of all thF other jartics, gede, Or any manner

mate tc the. United Statef any part of their present territory.

r
aon 5. It & citizen of tne Nation commits wilful murder or other
B, within the limits of ancther Natiom, party hereto, he shall be

ect to the ssme treetments as if he were & citizen of that Ration.

30n 6. In case of property stoIeﬁ or taken by force or fraud, the
erty, if found, shall be restored ﬂo the owner; but if not’ Pound the
icted person shall pay the full velue thereof, .

don 7. If a citizen of any Eation\ party to this compact, shall

ﬂt mrder or other crime, and flee }rom justice into the territory of
other Nation, party hereto such eriminal shall, on demsnd of the

¢ipal Chidf of the Netion from which he fled (accompe. nied with

onable proof of his guilt), be deliv%red up to the euthorities of the -
on having jurisdiction of the erime, )

5
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TRIBAL COMPACT

.

Seetion 8, “e hereby further agree, that if any one off cur respeétiye
eitizens’ shall commit murder, or other crime, upon the person of any
other citizen, in any plsce beyond the limits of our several territories,/ _
Hhe person 80 offending, shall te subjeet to the same treatment, as if

he offence had been committed within the limits of his own Natiom. ~ !
Section 9. any citizen of one Nation may bYe admitted to citizenship /
in sany other Lation, party nereto, by consent of the proper authoritie%

fof such Nstion. . T

© e

Section 10. “The use of ardent ppirits being & frultful source of crime
Bnd misfortune, we recommend its suppression within our respective
limits, and agree tonst no ¢itizen of one Nation skell introduce it into
the territory of any other Natiom, party to this compact,

one in general ccuneil, arcund the “Great Council Fire,” at Tahleqﬁah,
Eherokee Nation, this the third day of July, 18495,

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE CHEROKEES ”

- Hair Conred, his X merk
Fem——Sammel Downing, Lis X merk
Turtle Fields, his X mark.
L Stop, his X mark Thomas Foreman
. 3o Vann '
Archibald Cempbell, his X mark
0l1d Field, his X mark
- Michael Waters ‘
John Looney, his £ mark . '
George Lowery :
Tobaeco Will, his X mark °
Thomas Wooderd, his X mark
Dutch, his X mark
Charles Cocdsy .

-- Ri PRLSINTATIVES-CF THE CREEKS

Tus-Ta-Nug~Gee-Mathla, his X murk
In-Ther-Nis~Harjo, his X mark
! Ho-ler-Ter~liceo, his £ mark
' Ufalar-Haerjo, his 4 mark
Chilly Meclntosh ,
Oak~Ceen-Harjo, his X, mark . :
- Ho-Tul-Ca-Harjo, his X, mark 4
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REPRF RTATIVES OF THE OSAGES

Alexandey Chouteau, Osage Int,

Suin-ka-Ya-Sha, or Belbazo, his £ \mark
-\Black Dog, his £ merk
Gron-gan+Tah, his £ mark
ra-Tam-K-Sah, His £ murk

i

t known that the Na$ionF1.Council of the Cherakee Nation,

id anrual council coLvened, Lave® this dey approved and corfirmed

within artic¢ies -of c hpact, entered into thel dey end dsate
t Ereseutatives the Nations,
{

edond day ofANo'embe”,'ﬁ.r. one theussnd eight hundred ard forty
ee. ' ‘ ," »

~

. k
| Charles Coody, President ;
\ | \ National Com@ittee

\ .

Fved: Ino Ross b
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SUPPLEMENT TO COMPACT

PPLEMEN%AQ'ARTICLES TO THE "COMPACT" between the Cre:ks and the
rokees, agreed upon by the Delegates of the respective Nations, et
ogee, 1. T., in convention called by Principal Chiefs of the said
tions on the 7th day of October, 1884, to-wit: . )

. The provisions of the Compact enter=d into at Tahlequah, Cherokee
fon, on the 3rd day of July, 1843, betwsen the authorities of the
!rokee, Creek and Osage Nations, are hereby renewed and re-affirmed.
E. That so, much of the laws of the Muscogee Naution as in their
Fratiod or énforceuani, sub ject to seizure erd confiscation and property
eny citizen of the Cherokee Nation, shsll be and remain suspended 80

as such Cherokee Citizens is corcerned, dntil the first dsy of
gust, 1885; sad the owners of such property, unlese otherwise authorized by
laws of ¥uscogee Nation to longer remein within the limits of the
d Nation, shall be sllowed urntil that time to dispose cf or remove their
Bes8 OT other-propgrty without said Muscogee Nation,

in ease such persons, at the expiration of such time, shall have

led to dispose of, or remove their property, 'the ssme shall be subject
be disposed of according to, the provisions of the law relzting thereto
force in the Muscogee Kation.

N G e
-

B. That remedy et law for the recovery of eany debt or the
orcement of any contr:ct, or to secure any ri, ht or demend held ty the
izens of one Netion ugainst tr.e other Netion, or a citizen of the

Nation residing in the other Ketion, shell be the seme in all respects
between citizens within their owu Nations - the object of this provision
lng to open tlLe courts of the two Nations fully to tkhe citizens c¢f each.

vv;

. The legislstive suthorities of the two Nations, parties to this

act, nmay regulate by law the time, msnner and conditions upon which the
1zens of the Nations may be allowed to reside temporarily within its

ts for the purpose of trade, stock raising, farming, or for other

iness or pleasure; and certificates signel by the Principal Chief and
ested by the seal of the Nation to which the person availing himself

the benefit of any law regulating such privileges, (belongs) shall bve
ten and hels as "prima facia®™ evidence of the citizenahip of suoch

PEOT.

it enscted by the Netional Countil, That ike Articles su;plimentary
the Compact of 1843 between the Cherokees, Creeks, and Os:ges, four in
E;er, agreed to by and between delegates of the Cherckee ancd Nations
ectively, at Muskogee, I. T., on the ninth day of Octodber, 1894, and
the delegates through the Principal Chief to the National Council of
seme for their decision in regard thereto, as the said supplimentary
icles are embraced end set forth in the above copy thereof, be, ‘and the
are hereby ratified and declared to be in full force and effect &s a
of the Compact between the two said Kationa. from and after the date’




id delegation of the two N tiona and aubmitt ar
pcepber 13, 1804). ) /# /b o
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~»Rwpolved by the Cherokee.fxecutive Committee, eppointed by the K
rincipal Chief, W, C, Rogers, under authority of a resolution passed /'
roved by & convention of the Cherokee people held in the city of . '7

on the zznd day of October, 1916,

That ¥heress, The Nighthswk,Kbetoowahs of the Cherokee Netion
the 10th day November, 1920, commend and designeted Levi Crittsz of
ee, Okla., for the position or Chief of the Cherockee peocple, end
quest that the various organized growmps, bands, or clubs, of the
se people take action in reference to the appointment and confirm-
of a Chief for the aaid Cherokee people.

* Resolved by aaid Chorokeé’fxecutive Committee, thet Whereas the
vi Gritts seems to be the cholce of the Full-blood element of the ‘
ee people, and is an édycated Full-tlood.Cherokee, zpeaking both th
ee and Engllsh languagea fluently, Having & gen eral knowledge of
Affairs, end s0 the opini®n of this Cormittee is in every way we)l
jed and competent to flll saigaposition with honor and credit to
erokee people, ’

Resolved that we,,tnencfore, "endorse and ‘approve the actfon of
ghthawk Keetoowehs ‘at the Illimois Fire on‘hovember 10th, 1920, and

guak, Oklahoma.

~

B: %, %, Breedlove
Ass't Secretaxry

‘ !
red in by memberz of said Committee and other Cherokee Citlizens in /
tion assembled Sigried: Simon R. ¥alkingsti )

Martin R, Rowe /
James W. Duncan S
i: Ed N, %ashbourne 4
George V. Mayes //
8. G. Maefield ) ‘
#. K. Dawson . - 4
S. B, Lewis . ' |/
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pum of the Council apd dvisory members of aaid

Oygenizetion

the I1linois Firp for the puipose of renie ng &8 formal and’
he gccomplishment

rordjneting all of the/Cherokees into & unit of :ffort in the

lt of general developmepnt and progress, and in the prosecution o

WLLhE~L, The Nighthawks Keetoowahs, sndorgcnized group of Full-

lCherokoes, end inclusive of &ll the Full-blood Cherokees, by  virtue

bir ancient treditjons, customs and practiee in d{m estic and

cal life, were wholly unadapted and unprepared to assume the role of

£ quick and radi¢del changes brought atout by the obt&ining of the
Act"‘ AIQD ’,4-‘

/

-

[

| VHEREAS, These Nishthewk Full-bloods, as well as all otber groups
nds of Full-bloods were completely overwhclmed with whaf seemed to
eliberate repudiation of all solemn Treaty stipulations 'and oblie

s on the part of the United Steies Government, divesti them

t they considered their vested rights and prerogatives of self-deter-
lon in their National qpvernment affairs; they crystﬁlllzed.into
ilcitrant and combetive mood, and looked askance and with skepticism
jvery act of the Cove nt, taking the position that every new act
turther exploitstio of what little they may have left of a once
poldings, AND & K

E mmms, Tn}é unfortunate position was perpetuated®end

ated by the fact’ that the Cherokee people, per force' of the sudden
tion becéme fa¢tionized and bitterly antagonistic towards one

Ir, rendering inpossible a united Cherockee effort for‘mutual benefit,

tic state of /condition obtained, muck to the &dvaq&:ﬁe of the 4
pulouz and exploiting hordes who infested our country and plied -
graft ‘

s HI s.The advent and wonderful incxrsaese of the\subatantial
citizens, home buildera and hence natioam builders, and the
cadgg of close contact and living in the atmosphere of intensive
juctive effort, -of" which our young State stands without a precedent,
and efficient participation of our mem in tke National

ive Bodies ~ all theses have had the aulutory affect of bringing all
ding factors intoe closer barmony; AND

WHLREAS, The last, but not the least of all, the fgctors to bring
] conciliatory and receptive attitude of the Indiana erally,

he experiences in our recent World Struggle. Our Grest Government,
virtue of being entangled in & World crisis, called upbn its whole
for & united effort,  To this all, not only the Full-blood and mixed
herokees, but all the American Indlans gave & spontane ‘and

ocal response, placing their manhood sud materisl assets at the




F= shs, so R, Iﬁmﬁﬁj/.
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,sp sal of *"Uncle Sam™, thanki Vhim for the o }»o unity to show the world
fs inherently in them a3 # race.. :

m psychological sngle so far as the relations between the Go¥ernment
d the Indians &re concerned. For the first time in history, the Indien

slizes through the attitude of his’ Govemmont that material effects
@ his manhood ere & National asset; that he is a part and parcel of the
dy politic of a great Commonwealth, and not an isolated and segregated /
ndien problem.™ The Nighthawk Full-blood is receptive of this new

titude and as a group they are ready to re-assert their self-respect
d confidence in themsglves as well as confidence in the integrity of /. -
rpose in their behalf) on the part of the Govermnent of the United States,

D,

WHEREAS, There is garriod with all tyfae changed c/qﬁditionl, a

»r

WHEREAS’}-—B virtue of Statutory p viaiem, the Cherokoes Te
vided into certei g classifieations. The unrentrieted mixed-bloods, and
o competents, while to all intents and purposes are 11ke any white
tizens, are equglly interested and have equal rights in all matters
xrtaining toéourx unad justed Claims against the United States,

WHERE?S The Full-bloods are posacssed of restrictéd gsseta
. 1ands and fyrds, and within a decade the restricted perigd
rminate, and/ during that same space of time, all our Claims against
r Government may be adjudicated and finelly settled, THias
rgely compgsed of non-English speaking people, and being by custom and
actice trq’ined to do their business through & Chief, it is but natural
d logical that now, when a unitedl Cherokee effort is so jmperatively
Cessary” o sccomplish anything for the good of all they should demand
d designate a Chief, AND .

WHEREAS, the Nighthawk Keetoowshs are keenly cognizant of the
vorable attitude of the Government towards the Cherokees, and are
nsible of the prevailing spirit of cooperstion among the different
oups and organizutions of our people, they are alert to the opportunity

- hand for\e—tli‘_gctive cooperative ®woxk; / '

/

7/ / /

KBSOLVAD: That it is/ the semse of the Council of the Night-
vk Keetoowah Society, in view of the favorable considerations, and the
gent demands of the Cherokee Claims and interests for immediate and
ncerted attentions, thet we now .recormend and re-establish the position
Cherokee Chief; AND

RESOLVED, That this council is fully cognizant and sensible of
e social end politiecal position of all the unrestricted Cherokees; that
is group has no further need of the good offices of a Chief, except
=80-far as it facilitates the cooperation and ccordination of &ll
erokees in the proteetion and prosecution of interssts snd claims in
ich all have hed mutual and equal right; AND

; ® RESOLVED, That the Fullebloods, particularly the Nighthawk
Etoowahn, handicupped by a long poried of recaleitrancy and mis-

/' BB IT THelGFORE / ' \
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.onﬁion, the Psjor part of their number have no other means of-
inication except through the medium of the Cherokee language, and by
ge of their lerger outlook and comprehension of their new position
slations, they recognize that they must come intocloser touch and
aration with the supervisory and administrative agencies of the
kument, and to do this, they require and demand the offices of a
3 AND

RESBEVED, That this group commends for this respornsible
fon, prefersdly & Full-blood Cherokee of dependeble and efficient
bre; one reared and developed amder Full-blood-Life corditione and
thue understants and aympathizes with the thought and life of the
Lbblood. A msn who has had the -advantages of an academic training and
» master of both. Cherokee and English languages, a man who hes reached
pge of calm snd conservative discernment and deélidberation, A man,
p integrity of thought and regerd for.the various groups of our people
ht all times compatidle with their varied intereats, and 2 man endovo&
f & native-born pride and ambition for his people, AND

. RESOEVED, That for. thia arduous and responsidle positicn, we
petfully and sincerely commend and designste levi Gritts es & man
ed with sdequate qualifications to meet every requirement and
‘ngeney. Ve of .the Nighthawk Keetoowsh contingent of the Cherokee
, repose implicit confidence in his integrity end sbility and
édy feel that he is capeble and should render us & most valuéhle
ce as chief of the Cherokees. AND

RESOLVED, That we expressly desire to impress the sincerety
'ntegrity of our purpose for obtaining results for the mutual .
£it of the Cherokees, by appealing, in ‘an unbiased and non-partisan
it, to skl the orgesnized groups, bands or blubs for mntual co-operation
ction in the premises; AND BE IT FINALLY

; RESOLVED, That the‘Keetooiqh Incorporated with headquarters .
hlequah, Oklahoma, be requested, and is hereby requested to invite

bther orgenizztions of the Cherokees to meet at Tehlequah for such

hmation, Thet in the event these RESOLUTICNS obteined by confirmetion

he other bodies, the exeeutive bedies or comitieés of such

nizations shall become and compose EXECUTIVE COVMITEE

Aative under the proposed Cheroke ief, - N

"Signed: ©Sam Smith, Chief of the
- Nighthawk Keetoowahs,
William Rogers, Ass't Chief. .
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Tahlequah, Oklahoma, January 31, 1921

Pursuant to a aecond call 1aeued January 17, 1921, by Price
by President of the Keetoowah Society Inc., & large and repre-
We delegation of Enrolled Cherckees convened at the old Cherokee'
11 Capitol, Tehlequah, Oklahoma, at ten o'clock a. m., the

;ed time for convpntion. .

Isaaq,@rebée, the second Vice-President of the Keetoowah Society
ywresided and called the meeting to order, Representative and
11 delegates present as follows; .

Of the Cherokee Executive Commitee: ¥, Teate Brady, Chairman, -~ 2
ireedlove, Ass't Seeretary, and E, N, Washbourne, George VW, Mayes, - '
[aéfield, W. P, Dawson and 8. R, Lewis, members of Committees, etal.

The Acting Chatrmen then announced through the Secretary, James
an, the objeet and purposes of the convention, The Secretary .
» submitted that in view of some necessary Commitiee wrk and .
ration of the important matters pending, and suggesting.that it -
le & saving of time for the other Committees to retire from the
iion and hold executive aessions, =nd prepare their Resolutions.
mt was well taken, and the Convention adjourned until’ 1:30 o'clock

\
L

At 2 o'clock, P.M., Price Cochran, the president of the
iah Society Inc., presided and called the meeting to order. S
mutual request of John Smith, Interpreter Kestoowal Sociaty Inc.,'
n R. Smith, Interpreter Nighthawk Keetoowahs, the President -
4ed Levi Gritts as the Official Interprater from the .Convention.

Pl ]

. The preaident, after reviewing the work of his Organization,

zed his pleasure at the evident purpose of all partieipanta for

rand for ?esulta, and expressed his sincere deaire to see all

) of the Cherokee people united for the purpose of working out

iroblems, and for their udtimate betterment. Turning to W, Tate ’
Cheirman of the Cherokee Executive Committee, and Sam Smith, Chief U
Nighthawk Keetoowshs, he welcomed them and their following, and

| them of the hearty cooperation of his Advisory Committee, cen-

t of. R. R, Meigse, Chairmen, James W. Duncan, Secretary, John P. Smith,
eter, Ned Gritts, Stout Chair, John Hicks, Judge Robinson, J..J.

. Samuel Chair, Ellis Duncan, Joseph Proctor, George Gritts, and :
constituting a8 quorum, Thereupon Mr. Brady and Chief Smith res- ‘
1y, delivered short addrssses, both speakers concurring with the’
nt in the udrgent neceesity for all the Cherokee people to unite and
@ether. S. R. Lewis followed with a ;ggrt address in which he
*reviemd the enviable himtory and traditions of the Cherokee'“e&ple.

l: Shief Sam Smith submitted the Nighthawk Keetoowah Resolutions,
led upon Mr, Cornelius to read same in English, after which resding
xranslated into Sherokee by Levi Gritt-.

l
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. Resolutions ﬁoreto attachod:

By designation from W. Tate Brady, S. R, Lewis submitted and
h English the Resolutions of the Cherokee Executive Conmittee; Levi
translated sams,

A

Resolutlons hereto attached:

'S

!

| A resolution submitted by S, R. Lewis asking Convention t0
litself individually and collectively to stand for an Indian Five
zed Tribes. After tranalation by Levi Gritts, the Resolution
animously carried. < ‘

Resolution hereto attached:

A Resolution prepared by Mrs. Fite end submitted by S. R. lewis
{ing the University of Oklahoma for the interest taken in the

P preserving the history and life of "CZequoyah." The Proposed ~

>ageant to be held in Tahlequah sometime in June being most
riate. after translation by Levi Gritts, Resolution was unamimously
1o b ‘

-~ . -

Resolution bereto attuched:

James ¥, Duncan Secretary of the Keetoowah ociety Incorporated
ibmitted and rewd the Resolution of the Keetoowch wociety inc,,
ransleted by Levi Critts. '

: ) .
‘Resolution hereto sttached:

ELLLLUTICK by &. R, Lewis: - "h~Q0L¥ED that Whereas the Night~
retoowah, The Chcrokee Executive Committee, and the Keetoowah Society
1ave by their each and separate Resolutioms, designated and confirmed
itts, &s Chief of the Cherokees, . Bh ITTHEMEFOR. RFCOLVLD, Thet Levi

) bY virtue of his qualificationa by blood and attainmsnte be, by this
.ion, and he %is hereby declared, elected and constituted the Prineipal -
3 the Cherokees, &nd herebdy confirming each and every act by Resolition
Nighthawks Keetoowah Cherokee Executive Committee and the Keetodtah

;o>

rIngerporated hare—beforc submitted., Aafter t;anslation by.Levi
%ha ResoIutton~wasmunamtnoueiy—earfieé-

‘Xv'

- -

RLCIUTIQN by %. B, Breedluve: WELRL.S, it il the pense afd pleasure

;Convention that there should be an Asgiatant Chief; 'bo IT THEREFORE
D, That Levi Cookson,, & Cherokee by blood, and a man aminently gualffied,

lx% hereby .elected and congtituted nssist“nt of Chief of the Cherokees,

~anslation hz_Levi Gritts, the Resolution carried unamimously.

a Resolutior. submitted by %. Tate Brady, petitioning the Governor -
} State- Legislature, now in session, for Legislative provision for
iching in the Public Sehools of the Commonwealth of Ok}ahoma, & true :
* of the Cherokee pecple. Upon translation by Levi Gritts, the
lion cerried unsnimously: . _ - o E

Resolut&on hereto attached: - = . -

& ghort addxess by Levi Gritts, the Ghief~elect pledging loyal -

} and & sincers reciprocal spirit and effort to the beat of his ebility.

—y

-
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Hesolution by William Rogers, assistant Nighthawk Chief, amended by
Dresdlove comuending end endorsing the eminent and worthy services,
lnly to their peoples, but to the people of the United States, Senator
t 1L, Owens, Hon, ¥, ¥, Hastings and Hon. Charles Carter, after trans-
In by Levi Gritts, the Resclution carried Uinanimously. ‘

Resolution hereto attached;

Convention adjourned at Six 6'Clogk P.., and repaired to the
st at the Redburn Hotel.
. 1 _
Signed: James W, Duncen,
- Secretary of the Keetoowah
Society Inc,, & ncting Sect,,
of the Convention.

-
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RESOLUTION OF KEETOOWAH SOCIETY INev ‘

e

WHEREAS, The Keetoowah -Society of the Cherokee Nation was

rporated under the laws of Indian Territory in 1805, as the officers

;id Society at that time believed that the laws of the Cherokee B
pn were about 1o be abo}iahed by the Congress of the United States. J
; ‘ : , ' ) /

E WVHEREAS, The officers of sald Keetoowah Society knowing that there

kx number of ¢laims against the United States due the Cherokee

le for lands and monies, and realizing that there ought to be some

aized body to attend to the business of collecting /same, and of

iacting such unfinished business of the Cherokes eople as had to

one, and, .

% WHEREAS, Said Keetoowah Society Ine., heé been a continuous

ition since date of incorporation, and has been transacting the major
.of the Nation's business since the United 'tetes completely abolished
hms of the Nation July 1, 1914, and

] VxHE}m.AS &aid Society before/ ite ncorporation, when the Dawes
laslon in 1902 began to enroll Cheréake Freedmen’for the purpose of

*ing to them.lands of the Cherokee People, and paying said Freedmen

as belonging to the Cherokee people, the Keetoowah Society met and

ed kesolutions protesting strongly in writing against such action

he Government snd later:whenever :é Government was about to make a

ent of Cherokee money to the Freediman, the Society met and made its

est and filed sem€ in writing with the Indian Office ‘at Muskogee and
lsmngton, D C., and, .

; .. +HEREAS, The Cherokee people have for many years been divided into
.18 known as the Nighthawk Keetoowahs, and what is known as the

bkee Executive Commitiee, and said orgenizations are all’ desirous

hiting for the purpose of working together in harmony the transaction

he business of the Cherokse people befors the Departmenis at Washington
believing that it is beneficial and to the best interests of all ‘thr

pkee people that a Chief of the Cherokees.be elected, and
: +HEREAS?  The Nighthawk Keetoowahs and the Cherokee Provisional
ittee having endorsed Levi Gritts as Chief of the Cherokees and a

Ing of the Keetoowah Society Ine,, having been called and the matter
bing @ chief being sibmitted snd discussed by the Advisory Committee,
;s votéd t0 join with said orgenizations and endorse said Gritts as

4

. M X ’/
Pessed the Advisory Committee this 21st day of Janugxly, 1921.

Signed: R. R. Meigs, Chairmsn Advisory Committee
Jemea W. Duncan, Sec., Advisory Committee
‘Price Cochran, signed in Cherokee, Pres., .
™ Keetoowah Seciety Inec.
Iseas Greece, 2né Vice Pres., of Soelety. -

E,



