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PREHISTORIC LANDMARKS, MISSION SITES AND
INDIAN SCHOOLS.
. This part of;the country that ‘we are éﬁing to de<
~geribe was recommendeg to us by some of the oid people ‘

in this part of Adair County. The part of the country

now in question is located in about seven sections,in

ad
~

‘ths center almost, of Adair County.
- The fi;st thiﬁg that ﬁ? are goigg,;o describe as

best as we know are the prehistoric landmarks that

are to be found in Section 36, near the ﬁfeaent viliage

&

of Baron. According to the old timers liviag in this
'vieinity, they have been told by their foréf?thers )
that these landmarks were already hera\wﬁen they came
with the emigra;ts‘ in the second drive,in 1838.

Most of these Cherokees who came in this drive
settled in this part of ;l&dair County. 'I_'he'@omtry is
located so that these landmarks are on & high hill on
the éouth side of ‘the Barren Fork Creek., There are,
about one hundred mounds at this place. 'Thay seem to

be the 0ld homes of some Indians.f: ~There are two types

of arrowheads to be found at this place.
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- ;y*the.cneek bottomg, "The buffaloes would somatimes ‘3‘

7 creel:, was that‘re—was some tribe of Indians who
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The arrowheads vary in gize from about an.inch
to th:geéiﬁaies. They are all mgﬁe of flint rock.
According $o Bill Downing an old Cherckee aq,toid'to

2im by his father when he came from North Carolina -

-and lived near this blaceh there . were several heada

P

of buffaloes found around these old camp places.A' It

seemed to him at that time that the Indians hqd noon” -

L

there récently. ‘The camp gitegiaere gtill'freshly
abangoned.. i

. . .

The country is a hilly conntry?to the aouth<from ‘

this. old camp ‘site, but across the Barren Fork Creek

1 (

on* the north it must.have—baen,a'prairie. There are
Ry ézz R
no large trees -and it seems there wére never any. A

k1

stary told by Eli Wright and John Ohewey, old,settler

Cherokees who came here ten years eaxlier than did the

¢

emigrants and settled about saven miles gast on the same
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‘ came to this part of the country every Winter. "~ He

. e N

also SUated that in the Fall of the yearslarge herds

av0

[

of- deer-would go 1n dr0ve3°. that wae in November. These":)

herds would ccm@ to the cane fields,- that is, wild cane
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oome éla o¢ . About three years after thefold setﬁlers

aaly
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.pama there were thousands-of ﬁhsm,came to this papt ~?§~ff;»
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of the countrg; *The Cherokeee at thaﬁ timé did not :,: LR

know what a burfélb mas and they'were afrgid of them.
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After 4he coMing or the amigrants these buffalOSS

; égﬁsited thie part of the state. There was one killed
/ 3
I /’ap\

here in this commnnity on ‘Shell. Branch near where the
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_town of Westville {s now.. : .
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At"this prehigtoric landmprk.in this commmnity
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_no one knoug what tribe Qf Indians lived or camped here

every year. It is Supposed by some they were the '
L - . -

Cadﬁoes. The“arrowheads ‘found, at theaa places L~

#

semhle those of the cadaoes,

Barren Greek ‘at. this place at one tlme was. thick
N I - - AN

with cane brush.:i There ig still cane to be found

A;_, “v;

-along {ts banks.v Sohe,thtnk that -this cane aas vhat

brought the Indians hzre Ior the wild animals lived
’ ':on this green cane all Winter. The buffaloes came’
B from the Vest on the prairie and came ggst for the
ﬂinter.;. The Plains Indians came along wi%h the . -

Euffaloes.' They also found deer in this part of the
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counbry. Flsh also was found in sbundance in the
_créeks in this part. . ‘ -

#hen tgé eﬁigranés came here the Barren.Fork
Creek was the home of all -kinds of fish, This was
enother reason why .the Western Indians visited this
part of the-country, they were fond of wild meats.

There are also signs that some ﬁhropean explorer
"had been b.el:;e' at some time, About three miles to the
west of'thege mounds therefis a range of mountains,
called the Walkingstick Mountains.

bﬂ the extreme’north end of these mouﬁtaihs there
- are some writings on'ij;géﬁs‘ that are supposed to have
been writteﬂibqfore:%hb ;dming’?f tﬁe CherOKfo:_,,lhm .;3
Wéikingstick, an old emigrant, settled and claimé& all
the land on this mountain, H; told same old ;imﬁrs of

his time that this writing was discovered soon after

cog}né here, _They knew it was not Cherokee after the

Cherokee\ phabet was invented. . It is not English.

—

_ - T ~
Some -seem to\think it is Spanish. There are two places .

“to_be found where there are marks on this mountain.
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" When the emigrants came they eqtablished them
. a mission near the villaéé of Baron. The mission
w;; located on the banks of this creek on a high clife

about a Hundred yards east of where the Peavine Creek

flows into Barren Fork, The early miesionariee are

- not known at this time but there are people still

living who saw the building. . It-wad 6f logz construc- -
tion with only one imd;w. -This was the early"“sé:hdol
for the Cherokee children., Hyder Doming went to
school hers., E4 Walkingstick also attéhded “this school,
When the Civil War broke out this school was abandoned.
The employeces' quarters were located on the hill southe
west of the school. Therg were about three buildings
that housed the employees<.”—The place and the same |
site where Mr. Howell now lives was where the quarters
were located. Aftgr the"glarAthe building was still'
standing but it was never opened for school but once
“'énd 1t only remained as a school just for three or four
years, It was closed then and the building deeayed. |

The same time that this mission was dgstablished - .

there was also established at Stute Walkingstick's place
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on tge hiila east of this place, a'Governmant,commiﬁf |
sary, This. commissary remained for three years to
feed the Cherdkeés u;ztil they could make crops and get-
-gtarteds A bf_acksmith shop was also eatab;ished at
the old Ed Clyne's place. The commissary aﬁd"thg
blicksmith shop were both talgen away at the same time.
Most of the Cl_mquées who settled this part of the
Cherokee Nation wers of the Bird Clan of Cherokees,

At this old mission site thefe is an old cemetery
of somd of the Cherokee children who died while in school
at this ol@ place. ] When the Kansas City Southern Rail- -
roadl came through the Che‘?okee Nation this old 'site was
partly destroy?i‘. It is now on the righﬁof-aiay of
said railroad. The cemetery was also destroyed by said
railroad.. A long‘bridgé across the pBarren Fork is
- just about £orty yards morth of this old site.

The fa::i]y who settled adjoining ::his old mission

~

was named Ta-Cha-Nse-~Skee.



