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PREHISTORIC LANDMARKS, MISSION SITES AND
INDIAN SCHOOLS.

This part of the country that we are going to de^

"scribe was recommended to us by some of the old people

in this part of Adair County. The part of the country

now in question is located in about seven sections,in

th9 center almost, of Adair County.
V

The first thing that we are going to describe as

best aa we know are the prehistoric landmarks that

are to be found in Section 36, near the present village

of Baron. According to the old timers living in this

' vicinity, they have been told by their forefathers

that theoe landmarks were already here^when they came

with the emigrants, in the second drive,in 1838.

Most of these Cherokees who came in this drive

settled'in this part of Adair County, The country is

located so that these landmarks are on a high hill on

the south side of the Barren Fork Creek, There are,

about one hundred mounds at this place. They seem to

be the old homes of some Indians..^ There, are two types

of arrowheads to be found at this place.
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The arrowheads vary in size from about an-inch

to thre^-inches. They are all made of flint rock.'

According to Bill Downing an old Cherokee aa .told to -

•him by hia father when he came from North Carolina • t

• and lived near this place,., there . were several head?

of buffaloes found around these old camp places.' It

seemed to him at that time that the Indians had been." -

there recently. The camp sites were still freshly-

abandoned». " - •

The country is a hilly country- to the south from •

this old camp site, but; acrqss the Barren Fork Creek -

onvthe north it must.have been a prairie. There are
' - ' • • ' . . • " " " ' . t ~ ' ' ' * . > • • •

np large trees -and i%_ seems there were never'any, A
i ' . ' " ' . • £• . •• -

s s ' • - »

story told by Eli Wright and-John Chewey, old settler'

^herokees who came her.e ten years earlier -than did. the • " '

. emigrants and settled about sev§n. miles*'@ast on the same

creek, was that.^pBre.rwas' iome tribe of Indian;^ who '

came to this part of the country every-Winter ..'/".He \ :'

also stated that in the .Fall of the year^large herds .. •":'

of- deer -would .go in drdyes; that was in Novemjberv These '

•herds would cqne "to the cane f ields, * that is, wild câ ne ',

" in'the "creek bottoms. The buffaloes would sometimes •'

- • • v
,• f
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come i3lsov! About three yearj*. after thefe-old. s e t t l e r s '

.. came there were thousand^ Qtf;<t.Ji9m;..ceme_to tbEs part ''*-•

of the coulatr^ij" '^Ee Gheroke^s a t . tha t tlms 4W;fiQt / '

know what a buffalo tiras and tHey were afr|dL'd tof them», ;;

There fere, ^ot aJay of fhem b&ck 'in^Uel^ e'astern-home*

„, ' After the colaing.of the eioigraat^ these buffaloes

, •)- »Vlsited t h i s part of. the state* / There was one ki l led

I t ? '- " "• '•••/'' . .- \ ' 'K :

here in this comfltnnity on Shell. Branch, near where,the"

. town of'" Westville Is now,. • o

At-'this prehistoric landiwark.in this community

• - ;-_ . .Lt.%...... •
• . no one knows what 'tribe Qf: Indians lived,;, or camped here

•A * '• '

'• 'every year. I t i s supposed by some they were the
•'' • * - . • * . ' . . - . - . • \

Caddoes. The ''arrowheads found/at theae .places; -re~

' semblev those of the Gaddoes^ " '

- Barren-Creek at this place at one time was. thick
- *• ' ** s s

with cane brUsh.;. There i§ s t i l l cane to be found
fts r banks • SoMe,̂  think that -this cane was what

, brought the Indians h»re^or the wild animals lived

Jon th is gre.en cane a l l Winter. The buffaloes came
• ' " • • " ' \ \ . • ' - ' • • • ' ' \ .„»

, from the West.on the prair ie and came ,§^st for the
•.-.. V T-'-' '". ' •; '-i

Wiater. •,.-The Plains Indians came along wi^h the

buffaloes* They also; found- deer in th i s part of the
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country* Fish also was found in abundance in the

creeks in this part.

When the emigrants came here the Barren.Fork

Creek was the home of all-kinds of fish© This'WBB

another reason why .the Western Indians" visited this

part of the country, they were fond of wild meats.

There are also signs that some European explorer

had been here at some time. About three miles to the

west of these mounds there is a range of mountains,

called the Walkingstick Mountains. ;,
« - — * . \

On the extreme north end of these mountains there

are some writings oil rocks that are supposed to have

been written before %tfe coning of the Cherokees. Jim , ̂

Wajkingstick, an old emigrant, settled and claimed all

the land on this mountain. He told sane old timers of

his time that this writing was discovered soon aftpr

coming here. They knew it was not Cherokee after the

Cherokee alphabet was invented. .It is not English,

Some seem to\ think it is_ Spanish. There are two places ,

to,be found wnere there are marks on this mountain.
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^ t When the emigrants came they established them

. a mission near the village of Baron, The mission

was located on the banks of this creek on a high cliff

about a hundred yards east of where the Peavine Creek

flows into Barren' Fork. The early missionaries are

not known at this time but there are people still

living who saw the building, It-^as' of log construc-

tion with only one window. This was the early'scho'ol

for the Cherokee children, Hyder Downing went to

school here. Ed Walkings tick also attended "this school*

When the Civil War broke out this school was abandoned.

The employees1 quarters"were located on the hill south-

west of the school, There^ were about three buildings

that housed the employees^TTJEhe place and the same

site where Mr. Howell now lives was where the quarters

were located. After the war the building was still

standing but it was never opened for school but once

• and it only remained as a school just for three "or four

years. it was closed then -and the building deeayed..

The same time that this mission was Established • ,

there was also established at Stute Walkingstick's place
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on the h i l l s ea s t of t h i s p l ace , a Government commis-

sary* This commissary remained f o r three years t o

feed the Cherokees u n t i l they could make crops and get

s tar ted* A blacksmith shop was a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d a t

the old Ed Clyne f s p l ace . The commissary euftd'the

blacksmith shop were both taken away a t t he same time*

Most of t he Cherokees who s e t t l e d t h i s par t of t h e

Cherokee Nation were of t he Bird Clan of Cherokees.

At' this old mission site there is an old cemetery

of some? of the Cherokee children who died while in scho.ol

at this old place. When the Kansas City Southern Rail-

road came through the Cherokee Nation this old site was

partly destroyed. It is now on the right-of-way of

said railroad, The cemetery was also destroyed by said

railroad.. A long bridge across the Barren Fork is

just about forty yards north of this, old s i te .

The faaily who settled adjoining this old mission
'"N • '

was named Ta-Cha-Nee-Skee.


