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1. Namg Liliiaﬁ,Gasedwaya\
5, " Tort 07rin¢ Adar.ss ' Anadarko, Okldhoma.
3, Residcence wddresc {(or locniion) %11 est aAlabama Street.
¢ty DATE OF SINTH: Mouth _ March Day 25 Yeor 1588
1 -
5, Place of birth - Anadarko, Jklahoma.
6., Name of Fathor ﬁ J. J. Methvin Flace of birth Georgia. .
Cther nformat ion alout father
7. Neme of Woth Ermme Beall lethvin Ilace of virth GeorgiéL
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, The Kiowas originated in western Montena where

A

the winters were long and the snows,deep. They be-
lieved that they were created by & supernatural being,

. who brought them forth from & cottonwood tree by stamp-
. . .
ing his foot on the ground.

5

They have no linguistic affinity thet can be found.
It is believed that there is a branch of the Kiowas
still living in the north somewhere. Occasionally some-

one has reported that they have met with bands of indians
. . & .

whose lsngisge seem tO be the same as the language of

-
-

those in Oklaloma.

The two bands separated when two.rival chie{s
guarféled over & pisece of choice meat, one band moving
gn to the southeast, the other to the northwést in

about 1700.

Those who made their way to the southwest met

-

with\the Crows, formed an alliance with them and es-

tablidhad themselves in the Black Hills, living there

oL
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until'f;he Dakotas ra'n them out. The Kioowas have always

lived near the mountains /a;ﬁd in all their history they

have never sta&ed ‘away from the mo{mtains very long at

a time. They cams §péth with the Croﬁws _unti(lv they reached

Port Robinson, Nebr/aska, where they left the Crows and

f:ontinuad toward the south. ‘
The Kiowas had no horses before joining the Crows,

only dog teams end sleds.. Travel was very s-low.r_ They é

soon procured Lorses from the Crows and beceme & menace

to the Spanish lFrontier by makiné reids, thus acquiring

more horses. The.possession of hdrses changed the Kiowas

into daring buffalo ‘nuntezis and dayngerous enemies of the

whites; where before a Kiowa had been only a skulker in

the timber nc;w he could procure food enough in only a

short tume to last his people a long while. With plenty

of leisure he soon began to meke reids over the plain’s.

~

‘ ) -Tribal Sign.

e

The sign for "Kiowa"™ in the Indian sign language is



4

%

!

GASSAWAY, LILLIAN.  KIOWA SOCIAL LIFE. 9454,

o

3¢

<
» - 4

made by holding the right hand close to the right cheek, .

\with the back down, fingers touching an@ slightly curved,
the hand is moved in a rotary motion from the wrist.

¢ This sign originated from an 0ld custom of their
warriors who cut the hgir short on the right side of

the head even with the bottom of the ear, while they

g aliowéd the hair on the left side to grow full length.

£

This they braided and wrapped in beavef or otter skin,
In addition to thi; a small scalp lock was worn Eraided
and hanging down the back. The sign inaicateé tﬁa short
hair on the right side of tﬁe head. The scalp lo;k was
worn long after they stopped cutting the hair on the s

right side. . ]
Character. .

The Kiowas were fur below standard in character,’
They had none of the finer characteristics of the other
tribes. They had little honor and were one of Bpe most

savage tribes-on the western plains. The Kiowas were

P

&

4



844

GASSAWAY, LILLIAN. - thWA‘SOCIAL LIFE. 9454. g

]

* 4 »

‘ . ® ’ "
considered the worst tribe the Government had to deal

’

with. Cruel and unreliable, sbsblutely without hono?o
Battey described them as "the most fierce and des-
perately blood thirsty tribe of the’  Indien Territory?

Names.

¢ s

All Indien names have meanings. Children are no%.
named by the parents but either bj the grandparents
or some relative. These names are usually suggested

x

by some incident or to commemorste & warlike deed of
. |

some ancestor. A girl may have a name given her by

the grandfsther to preserve?tpe recollection of his

own achievement. ‘
Young men as they grew up wuld assume dream

names in obedience to visi&ns'but the w; e later

lost and replaced by names acquired ﬁ thé warpath R

or in the council,

Sometimes when a man gets old he.will piek out

% some young men whom he thinks worthy of the honor and
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give him liis neme. Then the old men assumes a new

neme or lives the rest of his life without a name,
» /

‘ ' e

being referred to as the "0ld Memn".
€ ://

‘jhen an old man drégrwithout giving his name to

a younger man the i;me dieg with him and is never

¥

- mentioned in the/presence of his relatives; upon the
death of.any member of a family all-the otiers take
new nanes. 1l J;ds suggesting the name of the dead
person &are d4opped from the language for & yerlod of

years, and‘other words are substltuted wrich would

4

convey the same idea. This custom existed among other

Plains Tribes algo. !
L]

e —
Tribal Government.

£
The Kiowas a&re not a tribe of clans or classes.

This custom hes never exijyéd among them. There were
.8ix sub-tribes, but these/wgre not .clans, only poli-

/ .
tical sub-tribes. Each division had its own chief with

%he.recognized bhead chief of the tribe,

B —— € A et e o

2



N

P

|
i .
o ﬂ 386

GASSAWAY, LIX&\,IAN. LIOWA SOCIAL LIFE. | 9454.
\ -

K4

The tribe was governed by & heed chief who ruled

with desputic powers and the chiefs of different Bands.

There were three VWar Chiefs who controlled militery af-

r

fairs. The head chief was feaégd as well as respected.
Tawhosin was the last head clief 'of  the tribe. He died

in 1866. Since that time there has been no one strong

LS

snough, who hed the unquestioned allegiance of the wheole

~

tribe, to take his place. :
e ¢
The women h&ad no voice in the government. Any

violations of ?Fmp or ceremonial regulations Were pun-

ished under the dirsctions of the war chiefs. Personal

+

grievances were puq{gkp&*ﬁ?’ihe injured party or by his

nearest kin withogt/interferenoe by the tribe.'

\ _ [
X\\\\\ - Military. ' /

\~\Ig;connection with their-military order the Kiowas /
and Apacggs have a heraldic sys%em which is expressed [
in the or ; entation of their shields and tepees. There
were about f fty shields used in the two tribes. All
warriors carr&éng shields wi;h simii&r ornements and

\
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7c’ated orderg/
/

' differ. , Vi [ /
Every prominent family ha?/its heraldic te-

. pee and a:qeftain place for %ﬁ in the camp circle.



