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. SCtLLYVlLLE, CHOCTAW NATION.

I t appears to be well authenticated, that th i s Indian

school for g i r l s was one of a •comprehensive -system of -

schools which we're s tar ted by an act of th« Oaoctaw Gen-

e ra l Council in 1842, in persuanpe of which ac t , Fort

Coffee-Academy,'a school for boys, -was opened at Fort •

Coffee, five miles notth of Scul lyvi l l° , -in 1844.

The act which authorized t-lie establishment of t h i s ,

and sev»j?al other i n s t i t u t i ons of learning, also .provided

for the establishment of a female branch of 'the Academy

"to be located ia the same v i c i n i t y , by a committee to be

ppointed for tha t .purpose by the General Council]1

-This committee, a f ter "due consideration', selected as

s i t e . f o r the academy a point-about three-fourths of a •

i l e northeast of Scullyvi l le ,and about five miles south

of.Fort Coffee Academy. . «

The se lec t ion of t h i s s i t e , for the female branch of

the school r e f l e c t s credit- upon the members of tha t com-
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m i t t e e . The locat ion wus" apprxxxickitely, midway between the

Poteau aad Arkansas Rivers , whib*, a t t h i s po in t , are sejren

'" ;
miles a p i r t , on the highes.t ground found between .the two

' "* » 1

streams and removed as far as possible from the raicisinal

atmosphere of the r i v e r bottoms.

T:.en, too , i t was located quite near a spr ing which

afforded an inexhaustible supply of pure wat°r . The popu-

larity of-this water is-attested by the fact that i t was

used by the citizens of i'ort Smith and other towns and

cities 'in.prefereac* to all-other, available water*. This
*';

spring came t© be known as Hood's Spring* Mr. Hood de-

livered this water to residents of al l nearby towns in

five gallon bottles for which he made a charge-of 5O.peaJ3S

and did a thriving business over a period o-f years." Upon
.' t

aaalysis " the water was £ound to be aine-ty-nii\e per cent

pure. Fort CoTfee Academy was not so fortunate in.this,

respect since the well water in that vicinity,is"brackish
-

and unpleasant to the taste.
* ' " ; ' • ' ' - - . - - - - - " '

Tke distance between the two academies, five miles,
was aear enough to permit an occasional exckaage of visits
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of tke school bodies and at the. .same tim?r-was a.t a suffi-

cient distance to pre*vent. the promiscuous mixing of the-
' < . - ' . . • ' .

- sexes except wkea properly ckaperoned, I 1% i s said t i n t .

at t̂he time botn schools were maiatained, meeting's of t ie : *

pupils, a t a point midway between would be arranged .vhe're

games and other pleasant pastimes would be enjoyed. These

exchanges of v i s i t s and"meetings provided an excellent

opportunity to teach both boys and g i r l s the spcial ,

amenities. ' •

Tke location of i)oth /these schools in th° extreme . •

northeast corner of,th° Choctaw Nation, far from i t s °

geographical center, may seem improper to us of this, day.

en i t i s considered vthat th is i s th» point of>yi- .

trance into the new Indian Territory of the immigrating

Choctaws and especially those of the lower towns who had

agreed before they left Mississippi that they would set- "

tie In th* northern part of th^ir country, along ihe Orleans iS^

and at that early period they had not drifted very far 'ia'land';

it appears that it could easily have be«n the approximate,

cefcter of population of what was then -ioshulatubbee district.
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After the location for" the school v/as agreed upon,"
=• • • i _ ^

suitable buildings were erected and everything' made

! ready for the opening of th^ school for the t*rm 1846-

.1847, and placed under the direction- aad. management of

the Missionary Society of the'Methodist Episcopal Church.

W. L. McAlester served as supeTiatendeat of both schools

until 1850, when, they became the charge of John Harrell

who was sucdeeded by T. W. Mitchell', •i'rior. to and 'at the

outbreak ©f "̂ he war between the states, Reverend James •-*

McKinne^y was in charge of New Hope until its close in. 1861,

due to the disturbed situation, -fter its close it waa
A

occupied by General Blouat as a bar rack . In 187.0. th*

•school was rep.peaed and enjoyed a wide patronage u n t i l its"

~deTstruTtion~~byr'fIre TBT X89B. IGri¥g t h i s period the ^ r~

maaagement and direction of the school, fead revertmd to. the

General Council wiiich appointed the superintendents wh<*n ,

changes were mad*. Ho^ev>-r, assistance from the Missionary

Society was tendered and accepted to the extent that i t was

regarded,as a Me-thodist ins t i tu t ion t® th« e'nd.

, The fsuperintendents of the school, from 1870 and on,
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though not given in the i r order of service perhaps*^ were

Bryce, Grey, A. R. Sfcappjard, Doctor Griff i th, Th'os.

Ainswor'tk ana Robert Ward. Mrs* A. M. Fulier i s affection-

ately remembered by patrons of the school for her motherly

at t i tude toward the ^students while in her charge.

At the time of the ins t i tu t ion of the school, the r

1 t -

General Council appropriated $6,000.00'per annun for the

support of the two sqrkools. However, since the tf-ort Coffee

Academy was abandoned during the 185O's,it i s probable that

' * this amount, of appropriation was reduced to some extent a't»

the time^ 1870, the New Hope Academy, was re ins ta ted.

Clothing, f IOJZ and-sh^lt-r were provided the students

r" during sckool periods. The clothing was of uniform equality

and 'make-* This wise regulation prevented a feeling of

infer ior i ty to enter the minds of those whose prarents could

not afford to provide clet^ing which equaled in fashion, ,,

tkat of otker g i r l s whos» parents were more well-to-do, .,

Medical attention for the studeats was provided, by some ®f

the resident physicians in the nearby town of Sc'ullyville*

Many ez-studeats at t h i s sckool have been interviewed*
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Without expeptioa tkey look back ovea? Vak years whicii'
A

have elapsed sine* th^ir student days a t this seat ©f

•learning and a l l had sort»-thing good to say of the school

tha.t i s no more. The old school s i t e i s now occupied by

*a neat bungalow and f i l l i ng s ta t ion, both of which face

Highway 271. ' * "


