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gehools and Miseions Among the Chnotawe .

This arbicle waeg compiled as the result of inter~
3

views with several fomer students in various schools
- and missiona among the Choctaws. (
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R

3

Several years before the Civil War there were
“maEny neighborhood schools tﬁroughout the Nations
where reagihg, writing, srithmetic, geography and
other“grade&:studies were thugh£. Theré were adso
National acgdem}eé that toqk the pla;e of the pres-
ent high schools. In additibn %0 common eohooi sub-
Jects, the'advanceﬁmgtdhgnts gzudied natural philos-
ophy, algebra, astronomy, G;aekw;nd latin. In some
___studies they were taught ;pelliﬁg, ané aritgmetic and .
reading in the;r nétive 1anguagé. As & result, prec-
ticall§ all of the full bloods could read the Bible,

their tribai laws, msligious literature, and news-

papera,all of which were printed in their native

s
»
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language. Above all they are noted for their beautiful L
handwriting.
In 1841 to 1843 the Choctaw Council appropriated

funds for building end merintaining three academiss

s\
for boys and six schools for’'girls. One of the acad=

emies for boys knuwn as Spencer Academy, remsined

under the exclusive control of the Choctaw Council

. for several years, There were several of the students '

who attended Spencer Academy school at that time who
are still livihg and who still remember the incident ~
that took place in their old Achool days. There are
Abel Belvin, of Boswall,;§%iroe Ishcommer of near
Fort Towson who were interviewed.

In sddition to what they were taught in books,
fhey were taught farming. They werse taug&f out of
door works st th; schools, such as gardenihg, laun-

dering, wood-outting, and milking.

SN



¢ o 4
. . . .. 7w ,
ra . . ‘,‘“,/’
4 °© ‘ - r r
COLE, PETE . . CI.0CT4x SC00Ls. 7833. )
& §
& » 3 s -

~
& ’

*

-

The Fort Coffes Academy %hsrone'of,the schoola
‘@stablished in 1842 by the Choctaw Council. This
was in one of tﬁe‘buildings thet wes once the 'old

post of Fort Coffee, and was placed under tke ‘dirace

s
tion of the Methodis% Church. The girls' department

of the school was located at New Hope. which wes near

H
Scullyville in shat is now Haskell County,

.

-

Sméll orphén boys were geneialiy selegked to go

;o Fort‘COff;e tgough some older boyé ggré also anong
them. At these gofernnent schools, upon arrival as
pupils,'the boys discarded ﬁheir own clothes'&onsisting

.of a pair of pants, s hunting sh.rt, and a handksrchief |

,twisted into & turben on the head. * Their long hair

+ wes cut short, and they wers presented with & new coat

A Y

and pants of what is knJrn_as Kentueky jears, shoes,

A\]

tep, ehirt and a cotton hendkerchief which was excherged °

for a clean wearing 'appersl every week.

-
¢



LS

- L4
% . -
P g .
GG, PETE f., TOTuC hw 8CHO 1, THnR,
. r
. , o ’ .
¢ r
. ' r
° /e ‘ ¢
s L 4

There woa no actool or Snturdea:, The moprning
. . ¢ : 2
,wae mrent in s ganaral olean-ny of the cwonds w4

AT g thaLstteapnenn in 1isey wigh Yowe o nd Arrora -
LS .

13 . . .
T , -
ov ganas of beii. | jn the e ring tha; went awi-iing

’
.

st Taed ing,  Or Supdey, tioy vore their boet Blathea
. ' .

coivm, L an Tate Seatorday ave, ' 7L dsay wre i ghriet 3

daey being corti: epent i gefre Lo eleorebh amd Cundey

ebool, teuglh el of the & {me

-ne @ovoted to ringing,
21 ich wet of Lthe lors enjoyed,
t

The Clcelaw Comel]l grased o 1er in 1747 suthop-

1

¢

" izing the acheol tristeas of the Cheetaw.lwtiorn 4
= ' , i ,

-wselecbé‘nd gend =ong of the Cloelew 73 o goe good -

coaiega in the nited Steated Lo obia-. a olpesicnl
.- .

adneetion~ several tnok advantage of L'via o, port .nity;
it wrg at this time that the viexk of miss «narisas took
_advartage «f the cond{tion mud with ite of p.cc :

o . -

entrblished thes¥ governments within the bounds of the o
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Some of the Fo}ézgn kissions (Copgregutional:

N A .-
Presbyterian} had done active work among the Indiars S
bef)ire they moved vwest and some of Lhe_Missiondrias
cems with them to tﬁe indian Territory. Therd vere
teschers, physiéiané; farm;rs and mechanics who cnme
with‘the missionaries. One of éheir eh;sf ain wasg 5
education, 80 with the epproval of the chiefs,‘;here
was a@propriaxéd out of their own fund, -enough - ray
t; maintain a bé&gﬂing school for the Choctaw upnd the
Chickesaws and no one bué'educated men and women were

$

required& to ve sppointed ss teachers.

-

One of the earlivst mies;?ns amung the uhoctgws
in the Ind%an Tarritory was &;eeloox Aeademye estab-
lished 1n 1832 by the Americen Board uf COmmESBiOnerB ‘
of PForeign Missions. .The é&hool at dhealock.maa given
a special éppropriatiog by‘the Cﬁootah council in 1842
and ité work was considered s model for tie éducation ‘

of girls in Indisn Territory, and is still under the
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control of §lo lndian Uffice et ﬁuskogéé. It is to

»

be_hotaa that the oldest church Luﬂidjng in Qklabomg .

18 tie » hessock Chureh., 1t =wae uilt out ot rock

OF Bun b CORELTLCEICD whieh dntes 85 fur bauck as 1846 °
under the eupervmion of Reverend Alfred ;.rig,ht who
was a graduate of ~iiliums Colle 4., LT ERCLUERLLS,

and Andover Theological Se'ninary.

Mr. &‘ right7aa. isted by Reverend b}'zus Byington,

Ind the
aLother' m Assmnary to the Cnoctmfa ﬁ.eré the first

persons in tranelating ena publishing a hjai boo..

N o

and spelling boch for the Cioctaws berore their

removal Trom Mississijpi o tile coun.xy. T: is book
woes wraitten in bheir own nelive tongue.

It wee iurx xge}.y tw the rasulie o tha wor. of

t.e temperance societiss that the drinking of v.}uaney

whe considered dlareput.ahxe when both e voitol &ud

-Foderal laws passed la% w yroLibit ond introduction

of sale of liquor in the Indian Territor: .

v
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