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SQhools and Missions Among t he

This article was compiled HP the result of .inter-

views with several former students in various schools

and missions among the Choctaws6

Several years before the Civil War there were

Tnany neighborhood schools throughout the Nations

where reading, writing, Arithmetic, geography and

other graded* studies were taught. There^were aiso

National academies, that took the place of the pres-

ent higfc sohools. In addition to common school sub-

jects, the advanced^students studied natural philo'e-

ophy, algebra, astronomy, "Greek and Latin. In some

studies they were taught spelling, and arithmetic and,,

reading in their native language. As a result % praa-

tically a l l of the full bloods could read the Bible,

their tribal laws, religious l i terature, and news-

papers, a l l of whioh we*e printed in their aative
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language. Above a l l they a re noted for t h e i r beau t i fu l

handwri t ing.

In 1841 to 1843 the Choctaw Council appropr ia ted ,

funds fo r b u i l d i n g and mainta in ing t h r e e academies

for boys and s i x schools for g i r l s . l)ne of the acad-

emies for boys known a s Spencer Academy, remained

under the exc lus ive con t ro l of the Choctaw Council

for severa l y e a r s . There were severa l of the s tuden t s

who at tended Spencer Academy school a t t h a t time v»ho

are s t i l l l i v i n g and who s t i l l remember the inc iden t

that took place in the i r old school days. There are
and

Abel Belvin, of Bosy»ell,7i35nroe Iahoommer of near

Fort Towson who were interviewed.

In .addition t o what they were taught, in books,

they were taught farming. They were taught out of

door works at the schools, such aB gardening, laun-

dering, wood-cutting, and milking.
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Fort Coffee Academy wasrone of the schools
. . ."" -' - >

• established in 1842 by the Choctaw Council. This

was in one of thel buildings that was once the 'old
*

post of Fort Coffee, and was placed under the "diree-

tion of the Methodist church. The g i r l s ' department*

of the school was located at Kew Hope.which w&s near

Scullyvills in nhat i s now Haskell County.
4

• • ' • a

Small orphan boys were generally selected to go

to Fort. Coffee though some older boys were also among

them. At .these government schools, upon a r r iva l as

pupils, the boys discarded the i r own clothes 'consisting.

.of a pa i r of pants, a hunting Blurt, and a handfesrchief ,

.twisted into a turban on the head. • Their long hair

cut short , and they were presented v?£th a new coat
1 •

and pan t s of what i s known, a s Kentucky j e a n s , shoes ,

cap, s h i r t and a co+.ton handkerchief which wfis exohrnged

for a c lean wearing ' appa r s l every week.

».
t



' C C . ^ , I'i.TK /..

»'"n no,

o r £

ich

ni. Id ••>(•' ; M - « * " f

,/->vn>, l i o n

-Mj. of

- iui .c 1 1 '

ol:--»-r>>> »mrl

^ t'>> ' I R I - ' c l i ->f t h o t. i ' n p - f i ' - d e v o t e d t o

oo t

?«•>.• >e of the> i 'lmoU-
:

in the United Stet»o to

« 1 ^ in lf}47

to

«d»ioet4on~ eovorfil took advantage of \.Wn o, port n ity;

• *
H * t s a t t h i a t i n e t h o t t h e v;cj>K o f m t8«'< n n r i a n t o o k

/
f the ooriflltior; mid with Hf ^ tec

t l ie# govemraents within the bounds of the



lit

0OEB, PETE W, CII0CT.4W SCHOOLS.* 7 8 3 3 .

5 - '

Terr i tory . ;

Some of the B'ore'ign Missions (Congregtttional-

Presbyterian) had done active work among the InrH^rs

before they moved v\est and some </f the Missionrfries

op-me with them to the Indian Terr i tory. Tiiei% v-ere

tesohere, physicians, farmers and mechanics who cntne

with the missionaries. One of the i r chief aim %as

education* so with the approval of the chiefs , there

was appropriated out of thel-r own fund, -enough >< r.ey

to maintain a boarding school for the Choctaw arid the

Chickasaw8 and no one but educated men and Y>onan were

required* to be appointed a$ teachers .

One of the ea r l i e s t missions among the O'̂ octaws

in the Indian Terri tory was »?neelook Academy, estab-

lished in 1832 by the American Board uf co^nissloners
•

of Foreign Missions* The school at *;heeiock v,ac given

a special appropriation by the ChooU v, .uncil ir» 1848

and i t s work waB oonsidered a model for ti.e educatiou

of g i r l s in Indian Terr i tory , and i s s t i l l under the

e
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control of y\tfi Indian Office t,t ,v;usk>gee. I t i6 to

be no tea t h a t the o ldes t church b i n d i n g it; Okla]"

I P t i e >. i.eexock Church. I t vAf. u i l t out. oi' rock

or fi^.i h confitrs.cticn v.)uch dutes a s fbr teck as

unaer the supervision of Reverend Alfred t i r ight , who

was a graduate of *ii.limns Collt* -«i., .^KJ-jtc

Andbvar Theological Ge-ainary.

Mr. Rright7as.- i s ted by i^everend Cyius

X • • . ,

another" taiseiorairy to the Choeta^sfoere the f i r s t

persons* in trar.elating ahO_jiublL^sliirig a h/ran boo I.

and spelling bock for the Ci.octews before thei r

removal from Wisbissij j. i tu-tl 'ie couhvry* T: is book

v?es v.Titt©n in their o>.n native tonftue.

I t vwas largely to tho raaulte vf U«G v.ori. <.'i

tue "bemreranoe societies that the drink A i.*; >f v:h^s«ey

v*fc»6 considered disreputable when both l».u oritnl aud

.'Federal Jua?.s passed 3s«s. lo -/.roi.ibit and introduction

of sale of liquor in the Indian Territory •


