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•Srcm a c l ipp ing in the tfort Y/orth Record, Sept.27
,/~* *

1908 - seems t o have been copied from a Guthria paper -

dated Sept', 26 . .Par t of t h i s Was used re Joseph McMeal

in a r t i c l e "Joseph McKeal — Oklalioma pioneer" - but i t

seems of value t o l i s t , a l l t he old plainsmen and scouts-

and th 'e i r respec t ive s t o r i e s wtiere poss ib l e . Some of

them-may s t i l l be l i v i n g and t h i s wi l l make poss ible a
i

con tac t~wi th . them. ? h i s c l i p p i n g , yel lowed v/ l th age ," was """"

found in ah o ld s c r a p book.of J . Y/. ivIcNeals ' ) • ' *

Gur^hr ie Okla*, ' Sept.SO - (Spec i a l ) - The r e c e n t o r g a n i -
* • <

zation here of an Old Timer's Buffalo Association, including

only the men who came to Oklahoma in buffalo dyay3, is expected

to result in the* preservation of Much valuable material in• • • • • v • •

connection v.ith the ea r ly h i s t o r y or Gtflah'as^. Thislrnight

easiiy 'be"lost with, the passing of the old timers. Anyone

who l ive^in Oklahoma prior to white settlement as buffalo,

hunter, Indian scout, cow puncher or bull whacker is eligible

to membership and a unique collection of picturesque characters

is expected to'result when the society if f^lly organized* "
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The charter members include, of course, only the old •

timers who live in .Guthrie or the immediate v ic in i ty . The

organizers of the association, wi.th their*present residence

_Iand_ the date.when they carae to Oklaho'na, are : Henry Ga-ris,

Guthrie, 1867; J , .'.7. Lane, Guthrie, It G3;. Charle s 0. Bothwell,

Guthrie, 1058; E. C. Dodd, Guthrie / 1868; .;.!• Brewsster,' Guthrip,

1869; J . iV. McNeal, Guthrie, 1373;, Charles Ven J:etei\ Guthrie,

.187.3; Bird ilcGuire, lawnee, ,1881; J.K.Baker,Guthrie, 1881.

J . W. McKeal was elected president and E. C. Dodd, Secretary,

J . »Y.. McNeal, the president of the association i s one of .

the old timers who has prospered in material things and jis now

president of the National Bank of Oocraerce in t h i s c i ty . He i s

s t r i c t l y a self wade man, however, and hunted buffalo in western

Oklahoma in the early days to secure money to'.complete h is education.

st&rted out from Ledicine Ipdge, 'Kansas, with two friends

in the f a l l of 1373 and found'buffalo in large numbers. One of \
* » * • , ' ' i

the party did the k i l l ing while the 'others in wagons, skinned the

carcasses arid cut Up the meat. They returned home with 8000 pounds

of dried meat and forty-eight hides and the following spring they

started eastward to dispose of the i r meat.and hides* They traveled
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as far east, as V/arrensburg Mo., disposing of .the last of

their stock at Clinton. ,vVThe .entire\ receipts of their sales were

were $900. Most of i t was in * shin plasters" and Mr. McIJeal

says that they had what looked like a half bushel of currency,

in'the old trunk which served as their bank. * •

Efforts will be made to enlist a l l of the old scouts and

plainsmen who fomed the vanguard of civilization in Oklahoma",

in the nev< organization. Charles" 3othv/eIT, better .known as

Oklahoma Charley, is one of i t s <;ha-rter raembers, and especial

efforts will be made -to round up others of the famous scouts and

plainsmen, such, as Anos Chapman of Cleo, v/ho received .special

commendation from Gen. _Milet-.; Deeyey-.theejer-Of Geary, John.

Garvey.of Woodward and K. D. LlcGinley of Guthrie, three survivors

of the battle of the ^rrickaree; Jacob Roessler of Guthrie arid

A» .̂ .""Edwards of Guthrie, both of whom have been scalped by

Indians and lived to t e l l the ta le : John .Segery-the famous Indian

educator^ Ben .Clark of Fort Sill;_ Chris t'.adson of Guthrie, Jicf

Duffy of El Reno, Sdvvard Guerriere of ..aton^a, "and the hosts-of

.others who hunted-, and fought .in Oklahoma when white iietf were Al-

most unknowno .. . -- ' ' -"•'•" . • . •• • _ , -
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All of them have had excising and romantic h i s to r i e s ,

but probably none more, than Amos Chapman, who i s now living

quietly on h is farm near Cleo, who- helped in the march o.f

c ivi l iza t ion in quite a different way-by handling.?* big

grading contract recently *«hen the Denver, Er.id &n6 G u l f ^ \

was bui l t thru t h i s country. The exploit which gained

Chapman "special fame ?'as ;-erforr,ed in 1;;74, during the
« o

upris ing of the Cheyeii>es and ^repahoes, and ?»hen the ldowes

and Cornenches v/ere a l so on ihe'vmr x&th in the 3pu.-th.ern par t of.wh

of v/haf i s now Oklaiiona.

•Generarr.-iles »/§s then stationed at a canp.bn JlcClelland .

creek, in northern Texan, nr--i, a j arty of six soldiers , includ-

ing Chapman was sent by him vi th dispatches to Fort Supply in •

northern Oklaho«sa. On "thjp second day out,, .lust as tl.ey reached*"~*s '

the A'ashita r i ve r , they were, .attaaked &nd surrounded-by "a band Of

125 Commanches^snd hie: 3, who had j is= le~'; !,.«:r. r^vc;-.-" "All

of them were wounded, at the f i r s t attack,- one of then f a t a l l y .

,rAlthou^-i they-sere imder a fierce f i re at short-range,'Chapman,

himself, wounded, crawled upon h i s hards and knees" a hundred , '

-yards to"-a buf'falo wallow, and there., -h i l e the .others 'viitE,their'

•'-rifles kept- the Indians-aw sy, he Sade-' slight cpver. .wrth h i s knife ••

and hands. .After this,.had been secured^ they placed themselves in

. i t , the wounded men walking tilth di f f icul ty , 'Vhi le Private Saith,"
r < *--- — -- - ----- -•• — .--. r 7
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* who was mortally wounded* at- t t a f i rs t f i re , was carried

,on the backs of his comrades, ^fter the trench was re-^

ached he sat jiprighi todconceal the crippled condition

of. the party from the Imians*" ; , - * . .

From early mdrning to dark, outnumbered twenty-five

to one, fighting often at such cioee range that they used

the jjr-revolvers,, and without food or water, the l i t t l e

. band, successfully defended themselves and their-dying com-

. -. rade* After dark the Indians gave up the attack* It was

thirty-six hours after that before they secured food or

medical assistance,; nithstand.inginthe meantime the bi t ter

cold of an incessant storn*.: t h o u g h several of the party

- were seriously wounded, Sniib. was the only one who died*

Chapman was struck in the hip and never fully recovered
* . * 0 _ *

^—-from-hi* wound* Irike-many^ of the^^old^timer^ Ghapman

married an Indian WQman.of. the Cheyenne t r ibe , Wilahusen

by neme, and later became a man of great influence in the

Indian t r ibe which he Bad fought so many years in his young

days* His wife also proved herself a heroine and by prompt

action about five years .ego prevented en Indian massacre at

.Talage, when the Cheyennes went on the warpath as:a result of
. •. •

the killing of a momber of the tribe by a deputy sheriff.
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ASSOCIATE OF KIT PARSON

Another pioneer with probably as interest ing a carer

aa Chapman i s Day Wheeler of Geary, known to his friends

as Dewey, who has been a plainsman and scout sinne 1857,

when h« joined th« famous Salt lake expedition under Gen-

era l Kearney. OB. that t r i p he was intimately associated

with Kit Carson and Jim Bridger who were always afterrard

his closest fr iends. He returned home when the Civil War

b'roke out* served through that war with the Eighth Mo. r e -

giment and af ter the war re-enlis ted in the Third I l l i n o i s

Cavalry, which was sent to Fort Snell Minn* to quell an

Indian uprising ,

He f i r s t came to Oklahoma as a scout under General

Custer in the Indian campaign in 1868 and 1869, end has

been here ever since, continuing in the service of Uncle

Sam unt i l 1888,' Although h is clothes were riddled with

bul lets many times duping h i s adventurous l i f e on the p la ins ,

Wheeler was never wounded but once* With two companions he

started from Fort S i l l to Fort Dodge Kan* in 18?J5» and was

overtaken by a band of Indians* Both of h i s companions were

killed., himself wounded and the horses killed* " Sheltering

himself behind a dead horse, he ki l led several of the Indians
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and f ina l ly drove them awayi There, helpless with a bul let

in h i s l eg , he lay on the p ra i r i e without food or shel ter for

t h i r t y - s i x hours, u n t i l picked up by another party from Fort

S i l l . ' . '

Another famous scout who i s a neighbor of Wheeler i s

Edward Gueriere, son of a French trapper and an Indian

Woman, who figured prominently in the Indian campaign of

forty years ago. He was especially trusted by General

Sheridan, who speaks in h i s memo i t s of Gue,rierrs ab i l i ty as

a acout. He i s now about 75 years old but s t i l l well pre-

served. His wife ie Ju l ia Bent, half-brefed daughter of

Jfiajor William Bent, famous as an Indian t rader on the upper

Arkansas. •' ,-

CONJURER TRICK SAVJSS HIM

Most of the e a r l i e r s e t t l e r s .had more or l e s s trouble

with the Indians! who were'inclined to be surly and t rouble-

some even when not ac tuel ly on the warpath. John H. Seger

of Calony i s one white man who has always had great inf lu-

ence with the Indians, but according to Seger fs own story

i t wes due in the f i r s t place -mainly to" an act of s t ra tegy.

When some of the Indians were inclined to become troublesome
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during his early residence in Oklahoma he convinced them that

he was a medicine man and had no further trouble. _̂~-
%

0 I t happened that Seger when a boy in the East had gone to

a show,and like most boys, lingered when the performance was

over* He found out in that way that the show was "busted"

and could, not get to the next town, twenty miles av«ay." He made .

a bargain that he would take them to the town if th& conjurer

would show him the secret of. his t r icks . He^fms, taught the '

ring t r ick, sticking a knife through his wriVt, andjafc&ers )

which are a familar part of such performances.VHe bec&me quite
1 •" * A

expert at i t and usec. his ability along that lijxe to entertainhis friends* During

passing i t out to th<> red men to examine

his early experiences at Darlington when

the Indians became obstreperous, he thought of his old conjuring

tricks* He slipped back.and got his huge, savage-looking knife,

• The novelty of i t s tar t -

led them and they waited to know whafc ha was going to do with i t .

Then apparently, without further explanation; they saw him ap-

parently plunge i t through hie wrist* ICbe,.̂  turned ,and fled per-

cipiately, spreading among their friends the-ftoxd,that Johnny

Smaker, as they had njLck-named Seger, was a medicine man.' There-*

after he had no trouble with the Indians*

NOTE. * General Alva J . Niles stressed t̂ he value of contact
with Chris Mad son of Guthrie. He gave his address -
in care of his son-in-law,.Frank A.Derr, Secretary
of the Conletory. Mri BTilee reporirs tha t Mr. Kadsen

c has had a very colorful and interesting career*


