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Erqn 8 clipulng in the Fort Jorth Record, Sept. 27

e

1908 - seems to have been copled from.a Guthrle paper - '

-

dated qut; 26. .Part of thls Was uged re uoseph McNeal

—— e ey P

in article "Uoseph mcheal - Ohlahoma Pioneer" - but 1t

geems of value to 1ist all the 6ld plaiﬂsméﬁ gnd scouts.

and their respeétivg sﬁories whe re poSs?ble. éome 6f ' -
them.may still be living and this will make possible a

contact with them. %Phis clipping, yellowed with age, was

’

" found in ah old secrap book.of J. W, j.cNeals '). - ,

Guﬁthrie Okla., Sept.za - {Special) - Phe recent organi-

E~ ™
zation here of an 014 1‘_, er's Buffalo Lssociation, ineluding

only the men who ceme to Oklehoma in buffalo days, is expected

to result in the presefvation of much val&ible material in

-

connectlon “1th the ear*y hlstory o% Owlahomé Thigimight,' ,[

e e e A

——A——~—————~»~—é;A‘_A‘;<nn;=;=__i.,

agSI&yjbe losj thh the pa331ng of the old tlmers,fAnyone

who live@ in Oklahoma—prior t§ whité settlement as‘bﬁffalo,'

hunter,.lndian scout, co¥ puncher or bull whacker is eligible ~

. to membership and a unique col;ectidn of piqtur39que'9hara¢ters

is expected 0 result when the sociefy if fﬂlly ofgﬁnfiéﬁ..'



'FORT WORTH RECORD: OID TTMER' BUFFALO ASSOCIATION.

. . . .. ) \. ‘.

T

The'charte: members include, of coﬁrse; only the old -

,,  timers who livé in Guthrie or the immediate vicinity. The
ofganizers’of the associatjon, with theirepresent;residence .

——

__-and the date. when theJ came 0 Dklahowa, are: Henry Garls,

Guthrie, 1867 J,.N. Lane, Guthrie, 1&68'.Gharles 0. Bothwell,
Guthrie, 1848; &, C, Dodd Guthrie,’ 1&68 ~.1. Brewster, Guthr?,
1669 Je i bicNeal, Guthrla, 1373, Cha”les Ven Leter Guthrie,

o~

..1873; Bird Vccuire, Iawﬁee, 1881; »J.E Baker,Guthrie, 1881,
T ¥, hcheal was elected preeldent and B. C, Dodd, Secretary.
7. f.,McNeal, the pres1dent of the association is one of .
Fhe old timers who has prospered in material things and is now
.presideﬁt of the National Bank Qf Commerce’in this city. ﬁe is

- strictly a self made man, however, end hunted buffelo in western

Oklahomé'ih the early days to securé money tgﬁcomplete~his educatd0n.

~

e e e Y o o e o

‘Ee started out from.iedlclne ;bd?gleiéhsés; ﬁi¥f¥EW6’fri§ﬁaé .

f;~ in the fall oP 1373 and Pound buffalo in larua ﬂumbérs. Oié df
the party d1d the k llllng whlle the others in wagons, sklnned the

carcasses and cut up the meat. They returned home W1th 8000 pounds

of drled maat and forty-elght rldes~and the f0110w1ng spring they -
: /
. started aastward to dlspOSe of thevr mep+ .and hldea - They traveled

. oy

-

-~
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as far east as Warrensburg Mo., disposing of the last.of
- their stock at Cl;nton.,“ he entir recelpts of their saLes were

were $900. Nost of it was in "shin plasters" and Mr. NcNeal
. o ~

says %haﬁ they had'wggt looked like a half bushel of currencx :
in~the 0ld trunk which served as their bank. '

BEfforts will be made to eniist all of the old scouts and

fad e
L

plainsmen who forrmed the vanguard of civilization in QOklshoma;
“in the new organization. Charles Bothwell, Ustter jnown as

- Uklahoma Cherley, is one of its <harter members, and especial

-
.
~

. efforts will be made to round up others of the famous scouts and

plainsmen, such as Aanos Ch prien of Cleo, who received special

eommeﬁdation from Gen. llile-; Desvey-.heeler of (eary, John .
vGarngzof #oodward and M. D. mcGinlev of Guthrie three survivors

%

Of‘ﬁhu battle of the arrlckaree, Jacob Roesslar o Guthrie and

\’Lff,;f:l T T J,(!r

Ao ‘ .~ Bdwards of Guthrle voth of ahom have been scalped by

;né?ans and llved to tell ‘the ta+v. thn Seger~pthe famous Indian

bl S

‘educator* Ben Clark of Fort 8111, Chvls Laﬂson of Guthrle Inn*

Duffy of h} Reno, mdward Guerriere of Jatongé, and the hosts-qf

'9

‘ouhers who hunted znd fough in Cklahoma when white men were al- -

most ummwn., e . S
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All of them have had axcwmg and romant ic mstor es,

-

but probably none more tharn &mos Chapnan, %10 is now llving
quietly orn his farm near Cleo, who helped in the march of
ci,vlllzatwon m quite a different wayr by handlmg a oig

g*‘adlng contract ‘recently «hen the _)nnve?, . id anﬁ Gula‘;’

-

"~ was built thru this country. The exploit which gained

Chapmsn ‘special fame was rerformed in 1774, durirg the
. -~

H ©
1}

uprising of the Cleyerves =nd arepshoes, and when the Liowss
end Commenches were also on the war rath in the sputhern part of wh

of vhat’ is now Oxlaio.. .

e e . . R
Ci'v L M AR -"} Al - )
- AL nany D asnWld g

-
°

- -Ganeral”liles was then stationed m‘ a ¢srip.on }eClelland .

creek, in northarn Texas, and & jarty of six soldisrs, includ-

1,-

mo Cnapman \vas sent bv him with dispatehes ta Fort Supp.h

‘northern Oklaho e  On th,e spcond day aut, ’ust as tiey rﬂached {

B S .

the .'{ask 11:& mver, they were atm ked and surrounded, Hy a band Of

125 Comma'nches and Lic ' 3, who Had jis0 Le™% ‘3«‘“ Fraver. All i

of them were wmmded,‘ut the first attack; one of then f‘atgll;:.

though they '*'ere Lnder 8 flerce f‘lre a+ short ‘ange 'Chapman .

~

imself, wounded, cr&wlwﬁ upon hls hcmds and knees & kundred = :

-

1

—5';ra:ms tos bhf* ‘falo w allow, and theraf thile the others mtﬁ‘ thelr

- L ~e ' /‘ h - -
- - e

rn‘Jes ke 't Lhe mﬂi&nSﬂv;égr, he :nadef slight "(:Qv‘ei: ,wir_j:'h hié lm‘_ifg-’

- .

N\ -

and hands. After thls .had veen qecured tbey "‘laced t;hemsalves in

-— Tt

. 1%, the ﬂounded men walkmg with dii‘ficul‘c} y '\vhlle Prlvate Smth
A - - ,

.
+

- . - L. e e a- L . o . —



-cold or an incesssnt stom. Although seveml of the party

-~ from’his wound, - Like many of the 0ld timers Chammen

' rade. After dark the Indians

« -

_wers pe,riogg;y wounded Snith was the only one who died. -

. Chapmen ‘wes struck in the hip and never fully recovered

marr_iewjn_@ian waman. of. the Cheyenne tribe, Wilshusen

-days. His wife aleo proved .hersalf a heroine and by prompt

.Talage, when the Gheyennos went on the warpath as & rasult of -

FOEHF, WORTE RECORD. O.D BIMERS' BUFFALO ASSOCIATION. "
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who vfaa mar’cally‘wddndedo é‘o, %ha tira’c r'iré, was car‘i:idd '

on- tho backs or his comrades. ;ter the trench wag re-"

ot the party from the 'ians. y . .

B’ran early moérning to dark outnumbered twenty-five
to one, fightmg often at such clOSO range that they used o
their. revolvers, and without food or water, the little

band suecessfully derended ~l'h msolves and thoir dying com-

ve up the attack. It was

- thirty-six hours atter that befors they secured food or

medicalJa’s:aféta'z{c'e'.,‘ w‘:{ih'étandiﬂg in the meentime the biﬁte'r

3

by name, and later beceme a man of great influence in the

Indier tribe which he Bad fought‘.ao' many .years' in his young =

action about rive yc..ra ago pz:evented &n Indian massacre at

tho killing or & mcmber of tho tribc by a d ,guty sharitf.

Nt N
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ASSOCIATE OF KIT CARSON

Another pioneer with probably as interesting a carer
as gﬁapman is Day Wheelsr of Geary, known to his friends
es Dewey, who has been a plaiﬁsman and scout sin;e 1857,
when he joined the famous Sslt lake expedition under Genj
eral Kearney. “on that trip he was intimately sssocisted -
Wi‘bl—l Kit Carson and J im Bridger who wex;e always art;iv.'ard
his closest friends. He rsturned home when the Civil Var
broke out, served through that war with the Eighth Mo. re-
gimept and after the war re-enlisted in the Third Illinois
Cavalry, which was sent to Port Snell Nimm. %o quell én
indien uprising . | : ///\

He first came to Oklahoms as & scout under Gsneral |
Custer in fﬁe Indian campéign in 1868 and 1869, end has
been here ever since, continuing in the service of Uncle
Sem until 1888." Although his clothes were riddled With

bullets many times during his adventurous life on the plainas,

Whe&}er'was never wounded but once., With two companions he

r 1

_"Started from Fort Sill to Fort Dodge Kan. in 1673, and was

. .overtaken by & band of Indisns. Both of his companions were

killed, himself wounded and the horses killed. ” sheltering

himself behind a dead horse, he killed several of the Indians

"y,
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and finnlly drove tﬁ@m a%ayi Thgre,\helpless with a bullet

in his leg, he lay onﬁf?e prairie without rood'or shelter for
thirty-six hours, until plcked up by another party from Fort ,
stll. ‘ |
| o another famous scout who is a meighbor of Wheeler is '
Edwérd Guerieggz son of a French trapper end en Indien
( Woman, who figured prominently im the Iﬁgian campaign of
| torty years ago. He was especially’trusted by Generszl
Sheridan,'who'speékg in hisAmemoits of Gﬁarier's ability as
l & scout. He i3 now about 75 years old but'gpill well pre;
served. Hia'wife.isiJulia Bent, half-br?bd daughter of
i~___~ﬁajor ﬁilliam.égnt, famous as an Indien trader on the upper
¢ ’ |
 * Arkensas, A

CONJUBER TRICK SAVES HIM

Host of the earlier settlers hed more or less trouble
with the Indieans, who fere'inqlined to be surly and trouble-
some even when not actuelly on the warpath. Jomn H. Seger
or Galony is one ‘white man who has alwaya had great influ-

~ ence with the Indians but according ta Seger's own story

it wes dus in tha first place mainly to an act of strategy.

\

_When soms of the Indians wors'inglined to.becoma ‘troublesome

» b
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fix'nring h,is'eéirly residence in Okishoma ke convinced them that
he was a medicine man and had no further trouble. .

* It happened that Seger when a boy in the East hadu gons %o
a show,and like mo\st b;:ys, lingered when the performance was
over. He found out ix that‘waSr that the show wds "busted"
and could not get to the next tov;n, twenty miles away‘.' He.;;afi‘:e .

a bargain that he would take them to the town if the conjurer

Was.taught the *

would show him the secret of his tricks. He

ring trick, sticking a knife ti;rough his wrikt, and o#

j : ‘ :
which are a familar ;Tart of such performances.)/Hs becgme quite

expert at it amd used his ability along that {ipe to sntertain
his friends. Durimg his early experiences at Darlington when

the Indiens became J‘ﬁ)s{treperow.x's, he thodg}gxt of his 0ld conjuring

tricks., He slipped back.and got his h\xjg , savage-looking knife,

_passing it ouf to the red men to examine. The novelty of it start-

)

led them and they wanted to'know wha :J was gojng to do With it.

~

Then apparently, without further explanation they saw hm ap-
parently plunge it through his wrist. “They- turneﬁ and fled per-
‘ cipiately, apreading among their friends the%r\that Johnny
Smaker, as they had n;ck—named Ssger, was a medicine man, Ther\‘e;\
after he had no trouble with the Indians,
NO‘I‘E. ’1‘- General Aiva Je. Niles stréssed the value of contact

with Chris Madson of Guthrie. He gave his address
in care of his son-in-law, Frank A.Derr, Secretary

of the Conistory. Mr. Niloe reports that Mr. Madsen - -

"has had a very colorful snd interesting career,



