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Field Worker's name Mr«. Nor* Lorrln

This report made on (date) Daoamher g?,

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Name Mya. Kwt.m Kn-(3nHt.h)

Post office Address nvi

Residence .address (or location) 4

DATE 0? ?IH?K: !'<-nth saptftwhoy Day

Place of birth

Hf^ff St

?ear

6. raae of Father

7.

P. Saith Place of birta C

Other information about father
Di»d Decamber 27 > 1887 •

Narrie of T'other Mtllnfl ^

o u t , JTanu-

m ) Place of birtfig

Other information about mother
8tatt

Totes" or complete narrative by the field 7>crker dealing with the
life and story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for
suggested subjects and questiens. Continue an blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm. Number of sheets
attached
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Rora L o r r i n ,
Investigator,
December 27, 1937.

Interview with Mrs. Kate £. Smith Montgomery,
402 South Hoff, El Beno, Oklahoma.

Mra. Kate Elmira {Snith) Montgomery was born in

Syracuse, Hew York, September 29, 186?.

Her father, Frederic D. Smith,was born at Ridgefield,-

Connecticut, January 5, 1819. He died December 27, 1887.

Her mother, Adeline (Blackmore) aa i th , wes born in

New York State, July 4, 1829.She died September 7, 191?.

Her parents moved to Iowa «fhen Mrs. Montgomery was

two or three yeaj*fe old, lived there for a short time and

t .en moved tt> KirJcsvillew Missouri, »here she grew to woman-

hood. She can» to Kansas in 1883, to teach school a t ^

Canton, Kansas, in McPherson County. Canton was a small

plica of about a thousand people, and Kate aaith taught for

two years. She was married to Mr. I . C# Montgomery on

June 9, 1885 and af ter the i r marriage continued to reside

there for soae time, moving to Salina, Kansas and spending

a year at that place before coming to Oklahoma in 1891. Mr»

Montgomery came in July and his wife in August, 1891.
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Mr. Montgomery bad been in business at one time

with Mr. Crowe, and Mr. Crowe had a store in JH Reno.

Mr. Crowe offered Mr. Montgomery an in teres t in t h i s

store i f he would go to EL Reno and take charge of i t .

Mr. Montgomery accepted the o f fer . This was the reason

for the Montgomery family coming to Oklahoma. Mrs.

Montgomery was out in Colorado at th i s time with her baby

daughter who was s ick; the doctor had advised them to take

the child to a cooler c l imate . Her husband telegraphed

ho* that i f she wanted to see him before he went to £1

Reno, she had better come home to Sal ina . She hed

nrrer heard of KL Reno before she got the telegram but

she came home to Salina and Mr. Montgomery l e f t on the

seven o'clock train the same evening for £1 Reno.

Mr. I . C. Montgomery was manager of the Crowe

Mercantile Company for a long time; l a t e r Mr. Pennajp

and a Mr. Dale, together with Mr. Montgomery, bought

out the Crow* Mercant He Company and i t was then known

aa the £1 Reno Mercantile Company. 1% was a general

merchandise s tore .
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In the earlV <teye they often kept the store open

until eleven and twelve o»clock at night Bnd the night

before the Cherokee s t r ip was opened, Mr, Crowe was a t

the house of the Montgomerys and as usual the store was

kept open unt i l l a t e .

Mr. Montgomery had been warned that there might be

a raid on the s tore , and that he had better-watch out .

Mr. Crowe was elderly end alznost deaf and they did not

t e l l him about i t for fear he would want to go down to

the store and stay up a l l night . Mrs. Montgomery had

gone to bed when her husband came home and wakened her*

he told her about the warning of a raid and said he

wanted her to go back to the store w ith him to get the

money as they had quite a sum of money at the s to re . He

told her that he thought if a women was with him there
• *

*>

eas less danger of anyonl bothering him. Mrs. Montgomery

went back with her husband who got the money end put t t

in a leather bug and when they got home hung i t on the

door knob between h is room and Mr. Crowe's» There was

no raid, i t was just & rumor as the Jennings; boys

were; "acting up" along about that time. lira* Montgomery

s t i l l has th i s leather bag-
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When the Montgo nery family f irst came to El Reno

there were almost no trees and while there were a few

good homes ,the houses for the most part were just make-

shifts. There were Indians everywhere and i t did not

surprise a person a bit to look up and see an Indian,

with his hands to his face shading his eyes and trying

to peer into a house . Ihra a person went out in

Buntner he or she got covered with sand fleas and ,the

weather was beastly hot.

Mrs. Montgomery wes pretty well acquainted with Mr.

and Mrs. Veits, who -*ere employees at the Cheyenne Indian

school which iB the Coacho school now.

She and Mr. Montgomery were with Mr. and Mrs. Veite

at the last beef issue, where the Government allowed the

Indians to k i l l the beeves, and the squaws were allowed to

cut the beeves open; watching this slaughter made her so
to

sick that they took her/Ben Clark's cabin to recuperate

and this cabin was the cleanest place she ever saw. The

floor was scrubbed until i t was actually white and every-~

-thing in it was immaculate. While the Montgpmerys were

there, their l i t t l e daughter sang and danced, aha was1
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about three years old and when she had finished, Mrs.

Olark, an Indian squaw, took Mrs, Montgomery into the

hall where there was a chest of drawers, ful l of the

loveliest bead vrork, and asked Mrs. Montgomery to

pack out a -pair of beaded moccasins for the l i t t l e

g i r l . Mrs. i&mtgomery would not do t h a t , but told Mrs.

Clark that if she would pick out a pa i r of moccasins

for the child she would appreciate i t . Mrs, Clark gave

the l i t t l e g i r l a nice pair of moccasins and also a

pair for her do l l ie and she has them yet .

In 1891, the c i ty of El Reno appropriated $1500.00

for t rees but these t r e e s v?ere planted, around over to?m*-

by persons inexperienced in the work, *ho just dug

small holes stuck the t r ees into them and as a resul t a l l

of the t rees died but one. This was a oottcnwood t ree

end i t was planted down by the Central scnoolhouse and

grew there un t i l two or three years ago when i t was cut

down. i

After Mr. Montgomery, i£r. Penner and Mr. Dale went

into partnership, in the SI Reno Mercantile Company, Mr.

Penner managed the clothing department, end ttr. Montgomery
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managed the dry goode and notions end about 1914 t h i s

partnership was dissolved and .Mr, Montgomery named

hi3 store "Montgomery^ Store." I t was located the

f i r s t door south of the Fenner end Dale clothing s tore ,

which is located at IOC South Bickford.

Lire, iiontgoirtery hes had to chese the wt-ter w&gon

msn down lo t s of t ines on ?*ash day, paying as nuch as

50 cents a barrel for water. They got t i e i r driDr.ing

weter from a well on Bickford Street about a block away

from the piece where they f i r s t lived whon they came to

El Reno.

Mr. and Mr?. Montgomery lived for about nine raontts

in the back of a shoe s tore , located near where the Bone-

breVe Eardwe-ra store is now at 101 North Rock Island

Street. -. /

r they lived in a l i t t l e three roomed house about

where the Bo?<ers Fashion Shop i s ns* at 121 South Rock

Island 3t roet . — '

One de: • > l ie Living there a raan moved a house on

the next lot jamb up against t h e i r l i t t l e house, R©
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told them that he had jumped the lot ana meant to

hold i t . Mr. Iforeman^one of the r-en whose claim was

in the original townsite, had been proven a sooner,

and so the land was without legal t i t l e for these

people who had been on the ground f i r s t .

Mr. Montgomery bought the three l o t s on which

their present home i s located at an auction. These

lots belonged to Judge Mackatee and were being sold

for a debt and Mr. Montgomery got them for $85.00.

They are worth many times that now,

Mr. Montgomery had previously bought a farm out

northeest of town as an investment, which was not so

good because of dry weather , of being "hailed—tfutw, e t c . ,

and Mrs. Montgomery persuaded her husband to se l l t h i s

farm and build a home on the three l o t s which he had

bought. He did so and they have been at the i r present

location for th i r ty-eight years. Mr. Montgoniery is dead.


