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Field Worker's name Mra. Nors lorrin.
- This report made on (dats) Deqambar 27 19%7

1. Name __ Mps, Kate E.(Suith) Montgomery

2. Post "ffice Address E) Repo, Okla.
3.+ Residence .address (or location) 402 South Hoff St

4, DATZ OF TIRTH: '*nth gevsenmhar Day 29 Year jgag
5. Place nf birth e _Syracusa, Haw York

6. T'ame of Father Fpaderic D, Smish Place of birth ggpnegti-
cut, Janu-

Other informatinn about fsther 19
’ Died December 27, 1287, E% i, 1829
7 Nanme »f *"Hther Ads] 1&2 ]%mm Place of birt Hew Yark
) Stats

Other information abcut mother Died Septamber 7, 1913,

-—— ———— - -

'otes’ or completc narrative by the field wcrker dealing with the
|1life and story »f ti.e person interviewed. Refer to lianual for
‘suggested subjects and gquesticns. Cortinue on blank sheets if
necessary and attach firmly to this fcrm. Number of sheets
attached .

- -
. -



MORTGOMERY, KATE E. SMITH INTERVIEW 9520

Nora Lorrin,
Investigator,
Uecember 27, 1937. -

An Interview with Mrs. Kate E. Smith Montgomery,
402 South Hoff, El Reno, Oklahoma.

@

Mrs. kate Elmire {Snith) Montgomery was born Qin
Syrecuse, New York, September 29, 186R7,

Her fatler, Prederic D. Smith,was born at Ridgefield,-
Connecticut, Jenusry 5, 18198. He died December 27, 1887.

Her mother, Adeline (Blackmore) Smith, wes born in
New York State, July 4, 1B29.She ;iied September 7, 191%.

Her parents moved to lowe when Mrs. Montgomery was

“}

two or three years odd, lived there for & short time and

t .en moved o Kirksville, Missouri, wherd lgﬁe gFew to womAn-
hood. She ceme to Kansss in 1883, to teach school abg
Canton, Kensas, in McPherson County. Canton was a m;;all
plice of about & thousand jeople, and kate Smith teught for '
two years. GShe was married to Mr. 1. C. Montgomery on

June 9, 1885 snd after their marriage continued to reside
therq for sowe time, moving to Salims, Xansas) and sp;anding

a yeer at that place bsfore coming to Oklahoma in 1891. Mr.

Montgomery came in July and his wife in August 1891.
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Mr; Mox;tgomery had been in business at one time
with ¥r. Crowe, and ¥r, Crowe had a store in k1l Reno,
¥r. Crowe offered Mr. Montgome}y an interest in this
store if he would go to Kl Re/no and teke charge of it.
¥r. Montgomery accepted the offer. This was the resson
for the Montgomery family coming to Ok.luhoma, Mrs.
¥ontgomery was out in Colorado at this time with her baby
daughter who was sick; the doetor had advised them to teke
the child to & cooler climate. Her husband telegraphsad
he that if she wanted to see him before he went to El
Reno, she had better come home to Sslina. She hed
never heard of k1 Reno before she got the telegram but
she came home to Salina and Mr. Montgomery left on the

aeven o'clock train the same evening for El Reno.

‘gl;r. I. C, Hontgomery was manager of the Crowe
bﬁercantilo Company for a long time; latsr Mr, Pennsy
and & Mr, Dale, together with Mr. Montgomery, bought
out the Crows Mercant ile Company aand it was then known
88 the Kl Reno Mercantile Company. 1% was 8 general

~ merchandise store.
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In the early days they often kept the stors open
until eleven and twelve o'clock at night and the night
before the Cherc;kee strip wes opened, Mr. Crowe was at
the hQuse of the Montgomerys and as usual the store was
kept open until late.

Mr. Montgomery bad been werned that there might be
a2 raid on the store, and that he had better.watch out.
Mr. Crowe was elderly snd almost deaf and they did not
tell bim about it for fesr he would want to go down to
the store and stay up 8ll night. ¥rs. Lﬂontgomeﬁ had
gone to bed when hLer husband came home and wakened her.
he t0ld her about the warning of a raid and said he
wanted Ler to go back to the store with him to get the
ﬁzoney as they had quite & sum of money &t the store. He
told her that he thought if a woman was with him there
was less dapger of anyonw bothering him. Mrs. Montgome;y
went back with her husband who got the monsy &nd put it
in a le&ther bug &nd when they got home hung it on ’.che
door knob between his room and Mr. Crowe's. There was g
no reid, it was just & rumor as the Jennings boys
were "acting up” along about that time. Mrs. Montgomery

still has this leather bag.
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When the Montgo nery ?amily fiyst came %o E1l Reno
there were almost no trees and whils there were & faw
good homes ,the houses for the most part ner;s just make-
shifts. There were Indians everywhere and it did not
surprise a person & bif‘to look up and see an Indian,
with his hands to his face shading his eyes and trying
t}a peer into & houss . Wham 2 person went out in
summer he or she got covéred with sand fleas and the
weather wus beastly'hot. ‘

Mrs. Montgomery wee pretty well acquainted with Mr.
&nd Mrs. Veits, who weré employees at the Cheyenne Indian -
school which ims the conéﬁo schesl now.

She end Mr. Montgomery wers with Mr. snd Mrs. Veits
at the last beel issue, where the CGovernment allowed the
Indians to kill the beeves, a;d ;he squaws were allowed to
cut the beeves open,; wétching this slaughter msde her so
sick that they took her %en Clark's cabin %o recupsraie
and this cabin was the cleanest place she ever seaw. The
floor was scrubbed until it was actually white and every-
thing in 1t ws imaculste. While the Montgomerys were

thers, their little daughter seng and danced, she was



137

MONTGOMERY, KATE E. MITH  INI'ERVIEW 9520

-5 -

ebout three years 61(1 end when she had finished, Mrs.
¢lark, an Indien sQuaw, took Mrs, Montgomery into the
hall where there was & chest of drewers, full of the
loveliest bead Qork, and asked Mrs. Montgomery 1o

pick out & pair of beaded moccasins for the little
girl. M¥rs. Montgomery would not do that, but told Mras.
Clark that if she would piek out & peir of moccasins
for the child she would appreciate it. Mrs., Clark gave
the little girl a nice pair of moccasins and also &
mair for her dollie and she has tham yet.

In 1891, the city cf El Reno eppropriateéd $1500.00
for trees but these trees wers plented greund over town-.-
by persons inexperienced in the work, who just dug
small holes stuck the trees into them and as a result all
of the trees died but one. This wes & cotiinwoud tree
end it was planted down by the Central schoolhouse and
grew there until two or three years ago when it was cut

down,

-

After Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Pecner and Mr. Dale went
into partnerzhip, in the E1 Reno Mercantile Company, Mr.

Penner managed the clothing department, end Mr. Montgomery
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maneged the dry goods and notions end about 1914 this
pertnershir was dissolved and %r, Montgomery nemed

his store "Montgomery's Store." It was located the

first door south of the Fenner and Dale clothing store,
wLich is locuted at 1006 South RBRickford.

Yrc. Montgomery les had to chese the weter wegon
men down lots of tirmes on wash day, paying &s much as
5C cents a barrsl for water. They got tlecir drinring
water from a well on Biekford Street about a block away
from the plece where they first lived whaen they came to
El Reno. :

Mr. end Mrr. Kontgomery lived for about nine montis
in the back of a shoe store, located near where the Bone-
brure Eardwera store is now at 101 North Rock Island
Streev., - /

\Qe}er they lived in 2 little three roomed house ahout
where the Bowers Fashion Shop is naw at 121 south Rock
Islard Streat. ) -

One de: +'ile 1iving thers a men moved a house on

the next lot jamb  up magainst their little house FHe



139

MONTGOMERY, KATE E. SMITH T ERVITY 9520

» -7-
told them thet he had jumped the 1ot ana méant to
hold it. Mr. Foremsn one of the :ren whose claim was
in the original towneite, hed been proven & sooner,
and s0 the land was without legal title for these
people who had been on the ground first.

Mr. Montgomery bought the three lots on which
their present home is located at an auction. These
lots belonged to Judge Mackatee and were being sold
for a debt and Mr. Montgomery got them for $85.00.
They are worth meny times that nowe.

Kr., Montgomery had previously bought a farm out
northesst of town as an investment, which w&s not so
good because of dry weather , of being "hailedoit" etc.,
and Mrs. Montgomery persuaded her husband to sell this
ferm and build & home on the three lots which he had

bought. He did so and they have been at their present

location for thirty-eight vears. Mr. Montgonmery is dead.



