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'pie enclosed material consists

of'letters a. A otfcur documents t iat : * .

itherto have never been copied-, "

/

* •

'J <?
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/Correspondence relative to Public Schools

. • The following two documents pertain to a' dispute

between the Interior Department and the Creek Nation

over the supervision of the public schools. . •

The original letter written by Alexander Mclutosh,

v ' • ' • • • •

Superintendent \oS Public Instruction aad bearing the

date 1899, appears in i t s original form written by long*'

hand in black ink and, is now the property of Stanley A.

Clark, 315 3'redoaia, Muskogee, p'kla^>m, .vccorapanyirig

the document is a typewritten reply from the Department

of, Interior, dated .vuguafc 28, 1899,

On the back of the- typewritten document is a pen-
- • • »

. - • • • •

written notation to the effect that it had been read

and referred to the House of Kings and House 'of Warriors,

as shown by the attached sheet« 37

s
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Read & Refered' . "

to K. of iV.
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Le Me?:,
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Okmulgee, Ind. Ter. . . 1899
Hon. Isparhecher. \

Principal Chief of !.uskogee Kation.
*

I herewith submit my annual report for the scholastic '

year of 1898 and 1899, for your consideration.

During1the past year, as a whole, tfe haws had a very

encouraging et-tendaLce of the neighborhood .schools. rihe

aggregate attendance for the past year, wa.- 1084 UDils.

wit., an average of 538 Indians and "46 colored ^"Pils , s:<d

an enrollment of 766 Indians a:.d 746 colored ^up l s . You

will rersercber 'that the cold v/e^thor of the paa-t-^r/iT:ter

the severest !:nov/ri for f.iany years ?na was- a'.^rep.t drawback

to the school i n t e r e s t s . rd also in the l a t t e r oart of

the past scholast ic year, the a^it.'.tion caused frc-' the

snall-pox existir^g in the country*co t r i b u t e part ly to

reduce the attendance &t toth the neighborhood'and boardiur?

schools,^ Furthermore, on account of the-fa i lure of f c

Teachers to receive the i r Day ir. a r^asonaVle length of
»

time, there was isueh discoura^enent,' but I m. zlad to say,
i

•ttiat the majority of ihe^ continued or. ^ith their work, in

the face of such a discouraging state of afftirs.

I am also glad to inform ypcKthat there remains un-

expended, a balance of sE770.75 out of the appropriations
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t

' * 9 '

for the support of the neighborhood ochcpls, ^n account

of the small attendance, I have been, compelled to sus-

pend several of the neighborhood schools, and in lieu

thereof, have established schools in other neighborhoods,

\foich I am confident will ke'ep up the required average.

However, there g t i l l remains five schools to he cstaLlisfeed-,
i *

for which there have been inade appro; rietioi.s, and I have

given notice of this faot, and I an prepared to receive

applications from /. ;ighborhoods desiring 'the 'establishment

of a school in. their coramunity, and having the required..

' number of pupils to sustain a school. II hop^ to

.to establish* these schools within a-short time. I / i
/

state that there are now in our r.idst, parties ae/ting in

•the capacity of Supervisors or Superintendents 6f the

Creek JTational ^caools/ vfao have i?.1ierfsr^a greatly with
- • " • - • - • / •

my work of managing the school r.ffpirs f̂ tile ration*
• ' • * ' * ' • I /

These parties claim an appointment t1 rtbi^h the -.ecretary " -
I y • '

of the ̂ Interior* ;nly a sfx^rt tine ;r|;Vjtoug to t?,e be-
i ; "

ginning of the ensuing school year. I ijiadc a l l necessary
i

appointments and arrangements for the various schools, and

• expected good results, b,ut just at this time to my u"ttcr

-disgust,, these supervisors proceeded to make various changes
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and refused to sanction quite a number of my appointments,

~ and have hindered in various ways the smooth working of

the s.chbol affai-rs. In this connection, I dees it my
' • * *

. duty to ca l l your attention to the position assumed by

General Supervisor, renedict. He claims the power to

vjlthhold the pay of those Teachers whose appointment by

ne he refused to aprrove, and cause 3alar1os to \.c ;-':id

or.ly those whom he has appointed or those &; pointed by

&f, cf whom he has approved." i h i s position he has

jlssumed, res&rdlcss of r.y position C-B -.upcrir.tcntient of

/!%blic Instruction it: behalf of thevCreek Nation! As an

instar.ee of th i s assured autnority, I v/ould state* upon

the receipt of the' resignation of hor;. ",;&. ^cCombs. Super-

iiitendeiit of "Eufaula High School," I , af ter mature
\

deliberation, appointed L. G. LLcI-tosh tu the vacancy tlius

caused ar.d whlcli, appointment lupervis.or c. odict qu\tc\ly

refused to sanct'ion, and a t once appointed' wL* Posey to

said position, thus creating a conflict of fiu,thorityi and

Dlacing myself and the school in an embarrassing .position.

/

i'.v* Posey now has charge of the schpol. I have given
-

notice by publication and otherwise, that I would not issue

any requisi t ion to h5r« Posey foj1 any service rendered Xj
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^ him in-his capacity of Superiatendent of said school or

cfh account of any contract made by him for the maintenance

of said school, ror would I recor.iasnti that any appropriation

be rede for the benefit ofsuici school for tit© present'

f
scholastic year. In support of this .position k I hold that

I ci;i a 1 ended officer ->f.the Creek' ^dtion, end am held res'- •

"•possible by the Hat ion, for the e nduct^of "*th'e schools of

the ration. I also claL: that I alone Lave the authority '-

to.:aake a.poin menta of those whon I^cah t£ust to -raanage

the schools, and I therefore, dô  not feed" justified irt

recommending that a fund be created to .be**placed ii the

h/jads of parties with v-.ose appointment. I, the authorized
9 <

officer am allowed t- have nothing; to do. *"Xn substj\nti:ition

of trc claim .that 1 alone have the power .to rnake appointments,

, c I enclose aconsnunication from the "Secretary of the Interior,

• showing that while the General 'upeivis^r 13 cmj)opcred to

exercise a ge. e'ral supervision ove:1 fie ~ vcational affairs

of the nation, nothing* is said in said comunicati n, in-

• \dicnting that the supervisor • ns the power to make any

•appointments, wherein, I am utterly ignored, but he is
\ > * ** *

• \ ** " ' - -*£ * . *• •

v - si ply 'empowered to withholdIthe warrants of those whom he
deems unfit for• the position to/vr:.ich they have been appointed.
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I have made a proposition to General 'Supervisor Benedict,

through Supervisor Ballard, to withdraw ::y appointment

of L.*G*. :;clntosh, as Juperin ten dent of „ufaul& Hi;;h school,

and he' to withdraw that of ,,f L. Poaey, and we to mutually

agree oi. another appointee, but a l l to no purpose. The

proposition however, I dee:ri fair and reasonable. However,

I submit the matter to you, and ask that some measure be

taken', by which the' school^ syster. of our I.ation can run

smoothly, and not be a continual source of trouble to the

person whom t;*e rational Council lias elected to 'super*-

intend said affairs, ©nd v.hich trouble is being caused as

I firmly .believe, by the unnecessary intcTfereVoe by those,

whose authority to'^c 1 eyond a certain point, i t appears,

is self assumed, and are under no obligations to the Greek

Government. . I received a 1= ngthy netitijn asking for. the

removal of Supervisor !enedictfs appointee of .-jufaula TIigh

school, in which petition grave tfharges arc set forth. I

would ask for sueh i. stru-ct^ons as will enable me to fully

perform the duties of my office quietly and smoothly.joid

•In accordance'with law. vith the exception of the Boarding

school Ejentioaed, a l l other schools of this class, are now

managed by appointees of mine, and 'are giving general
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satisfaction so far as I know, Supervisor Ballard and

-I visited all of the Ltiasion schools last June, for which

the nation had made appropriations for repairing purposes,

made an itemized schedule of all necessary repairs to be

made, and which r»ork is f»b'out completed, lut I am not pre-

pared to'submit the exact figures vt prese:t, tut will at

an early d?,te. Ihere is, however, n balance reuvs-inl.-g of
,v

this fund, and i would suggest th&t i t be allowed to re-

main to the crfedit of the school for which.the aporopri-.ticn

was made, as I found that -a f^eat many articles were needed
* - »

for the e rafort of, the ^upils, I would further suggest

that e, uniform salary be'pi/i-d to ieachers of neighborhood

schools, in order tw give justice eu.d satisfaction to al l '

lea'chers alike. It is often quite difficult to grade the

schools according to law for any length pf time, so as to. (

give general satisfaction, frofli the fsCt that the average
•

attendance is constantly changing, oftentiues falling lelow

the number required by law, and as the length of time -nd

araount of labor involved in the school-room is about the

same, I feel that each Teacher should receive the same

salary and' I TOUld therefore suggest a salary of Thirty-

Five Dollars per month for each Teacher of a neighborhood



163
- 7 . -

school, feeling that i t would give less cause for com-

plaint anortg the Teachers, - I vrould request that an

appropriation of "Sixty >ight- Dollars and Seventy T'ivc

Cents, ,($68.75).for services rendered as Teacher of

ukfusky "school, for the third quarter of the scholastic

year of 1897 md f98 be made in favor of I/.iss "usana

Grimes, ^he has performed her work, but has never

received any pey or. account of the chmge just at that

tine, in the Superintendents of '"Public Inptruction.

Miss Grimes made her report to my predecessor, and as

I never recefd any report from r iss Crimes. I- did not

issue'any -requisition for her pay, and in consequence

she has failed to receive' any pay for the above named -

cervices, and therefore, I make this request* As some

of the "uperir.tendents of. 1 issio;. schools have failed to

rer.derr&n itemized statement of expenditures accompanied

by receipts of payments thereon, I sb likewise unable to

rer-der an itemized statement' of the expenditures of a l l '

the ; issioris. thus setting forth the true condition of

this part of the school fund; but I expect t-> be in

possession of the sane in a few days, and wi^l place the

same before you for your consideration", I \?ill present



164
,. - 8 -

ballance of papers to cornmittee on demand.

Very Heapy

- ,* • Your obt servant.

.lex ' clntoah
Supt Pub Iri3t
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BIPARTMEEf.-F ta INTERIOR
VSASIIIKGTON

ugus t SC,

"essrs. t, G, *!.'clntoah, ~uperintfendor.t, *
Lewis 7/cGibbon)

^c Coser, ) Croc\ . irth School,

La,, Indian itory.

The Department is in receipt .of your cociujnicntion

"" ' /

of the 22rd instant, -desirir." to \ .or if t'he. Xuperi. tcndeit

of ^ehools in the Inui-̂ n , errit'-rv has authority to /p?:oi*vt

a superintendent pf a Crec> carding '5<

. In reply^* you. arc advised that -theSuperi: te-.dent

of Schools for the Indian 'lerritor// ac'ts under the direction

and authority of- the ^oe'retary of the Interior, who is charged
with the disbursement of 'all funds ̂ die the Creole I;stion, under
/ -'1 the »:rovisions of section 19 of the. aC-t of Congress approved.

/June 28j 1808 (30 Ttat., 495), - .- .

jn /August 24th the Department fully advised ,the'

Commissioner of Indian frairs relative to the removal of

Illga superfntend'ent of the Creek Ili'gh school at' l-ufaula, and

he was directed to instruct the 3uperintendeEf

that • ", • • . . . . .
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"hereafter xnf V7arrar.ts sht.ll by .paid to any "ap^x>inteca
of Superintendent ;.;dntoah'fo'r services of any person
who may be p.-.iployed, who, in the- juCcnent of the 'Super-
intendent'of lohodJ-'B ia unf i t ' for his posit ion,"

-. I t ia the dies i re of the" Department that only eo^p^tert
* ' /*
pers'jns shall be employed as superintencents of the sphools,

** ' ' ' "* *

in order that the jnoneys which have been appropriated for.

school piirpoaes, any i e properly disbursed, and surely the

authorities of the Creek "ation ou^hi "not to be v/illin,:': tc

have any person employed in the school.service vrtw is URfitted

nentally or morally' for the position, he occupies«

: espectfully,

"igned; Shos »- liyan..
..cting 'ecretfary.

S469-1P99
C4X0-1899

.7*
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/

GH^EK iaWU

Late in November two of our fi&ld workers con- '

tacted a Creek Indian preacher naned Joseph booney, who

lives near ./eleetka,. I«r. Looney has in his possession

• five of the b6oka containing the court records of the
, • #

' Old Deep Fork Dis t r ic t of the Greek JJation. •

. Tlie ofhec'two bv>oks were stolen from his wife, vho

is* a full-blood Greek and doos not understand ^nclish.

They presumably were takon because thc-y contained material

that could be used in the famous Jackson Ba*pnet"t c&se.
• • ' • ' . •

• • • •

Mr, Looney Ts people raere folio tress of Jrnxy 5na" e

and r/ere very much opi»sed to allotnont sr.d the Dawes < *

Co:mi..lision. For that reason, the bodies were hiiden awa;*

and were not turned over to the Federal Govcrnncnl.

,ie have copied excerpts^ fpora sonc of the books .

, that sho.'. the.type of\ interest ing material they contain.

The spelling i s unchanged.V\

. '* '


