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"THIS OHEORKtfK ORPHAN ASYLUM"
History of an old Sohool now extlnot

From faeti gathered by Jamas
R, Oarselowey, Field Worker. >

On November 25, 1871, en act wss pasned by. the

Cherokee National Council providing for the establishment •

of the Cherokee Orphan As/lum, whioh rrae to be loo»ted on

an estnte of not more than two miles square.

The Asylum wne opened In the Mole Seminary building,

south of Tehlaquah, In 1878, Twenty thousand dollars, or

so muoh as may be necessary was appropriated to purchase

the location, whioh had already been decided to be the

Lewis Ro«B property, at Grand Salino, on Grand river, later

called sallna, in Mayea County, Oklahoma.. After further

negotiations trenty-eight thousand dollars was paid to

hit heirs for the property, and necessary improvements were

made, so that the building when complete would accommodate

one hundred twenty-five, pupils, besides the teachers, super-

intendent and his family. >
*

The Superintendent! were: Reverend Walter Adair Dunoan,

1878 to 1888; Reverend Joseph F. Thompson, 1882 to 1894;

William ^allaoo Hots, 1894 to 1897; Reverend Joseph F. Thosip-

•on, 1897 to 1901; John H. Dannenberg 1901 to 1908. Dennenburg
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was the last Superintendent under the authority of the

Cherokee Nation, and he was succeeded under the Government

supervision by Ellas Cornelius Alberty, who waa superin-

tendent ot the time when on Tuesdny, November 17, 1903,

it was accidentally and entirely destroyed by fire. Th»

end equipment was valued at one hundred thousand
, fj*

, exolusive of land.
<•

The fnculty, nt tLe time of its deotruction nas:

Principal, Robert Bruoe Garrett: first Asaistant, James .

P«\scon Johnson; Second Assistant, Rodoriok Î tu Richards;

Third Assistant, Miss Flora flabrina Lindsey; 1/tasic Teacher,

Mrs. R. Bruoe Gwrrett. The Cherokee Orphan Aaylum was

only in operation fdr thirty-one years and io now extinct.

" AN OLD MANUSCRIPT

NOTE: This old manuscript was found among the papers of

the let© Reverend Walter Adair Duncan, first superintendent

of the Cherokee Orphan Asylum and is timely in writing its

history. It follow*: • * ,

The orphan is one who is prenumod to he. destitute of
• " • <

parent$ and home. The 10th Artiolo of the treaty, of 1835

se t s for th the object of the orphan fund. The fund was t o

be for the support and e d u c t i o n of such orphan children as

are d e s t i t u t e of th« aea&s of subsl9ttno«. The treaty of
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1866, article 33d, adda to the orphan fund 15 per cent

of the interest arising on funds, invested under it8

provisions*

The not establishing the Asylum wcs <<lopiod November

25th, 1871. This sot riealhres th-.t th«» asylum sha&X'be,.^-

for the support and education of orphan ohilftron./-

Those authorities oloarly Bot forth tli« objeota of

the fund. Thooo objoota nr^ tm)*fold via: ls^ f tthe

3ux)jx)rt, nnd and, th<̂  n«duc-3tionff of orphan ohildren.

I propoBO, not without becoming d«ferenoe, ho^ovor,

to offer for the ooneidoration of the pooplo, a fow re-

marks in regard to tha nature of Ohsrokoo Orphan Aoyl\im,

i t s pnot history ond i t s future proapocts. ,\ oubjeot iio

important as this ono i s oannot bo readily oomprehonded

by tho unthinking, as well an by those whoae habits of

thoughts ofttiafiea them with a partial via^ of some, of

the'external cirournstrmcae oonneoted with i t .

The main element in the adhome of the Asylum, 1B

Srhat of a home for the homeless, ffhen the treaty of 1Q3S

«as nade tha contracting parties, wisely considering the

helpless condition of this olasa of people, took the in-

itlatory steps toward compensating them, as far as possible
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for the loss of their parents. The presumption, therefore,

is that the Asylum will, ao far as it it possible for one

to do the .work of another, supply the place of home and

parent to the orphan.

But the orphan is one who is presumed to be destitute

of home and parent. In the scheme of the Asylum therefore,

the notion of. a home Is first and paramount, and whatever' -'

else may be Incorporated in the plan, must be regarded as

secondary and incidental. In the order of nature, home

precedes the eohool. Society has always adjusted Itself

in accordance with those conditions, and by oonjBequence,

as a general rule, the sphere of the school works entirely

outside the cirole of home.

I suppose the manner of bringing up the youth, under

this two-fold relation, in which they are generally placed,

is to be taken as the natural sequence of the demands of

society*' In the first plaoe, home is the establishment

that has been obligated to provide for all the wants of the

child, but probably owing to the fact that those wants are

so numerous, and often so great, that they cannot be well

provided for at home, It has been deemed best by society

to establish schools in whloh these wants may be more largely

and efficiently provided for than it was possible to do at
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It is a fallaoy, although it has been strongly advocated,

derby nan on both aider ot the Atlantic, to suppose that the

home is wholly subordinate to the state. Should suoh a*T

principle be adopted it would reverse the legitimate order

of society. The real state of the oaae is the horns is the

1
original source of authority, and even the mightiest govern-

ments are but the creatures formed by the general consent of *

the homes composing the /commonwealth* The home is first and

highest, just as the little rill preceded the flowing river.

Home must be under the dominion of affection. True affection
must be enthroned thus;

authority in one hand,
\

and, while she holds the sword of

'rom the snowy fingers of the other,

she must scatter flowers and sunshine on all that la round

about her* Her appropriate symbol may be found in nature.

The sweetest flowers, flowers that away us moat, are armed

with thorns, for the protection of their charm as, also by

their contrast, to bring out those charms, into clearer light

and beauty. Thus nature tShrows the light of comment .upon

herself.

Home, without affectioAywould be, indeed, a weary place.

Or without affection can these be a real homo. Simply to

abide at a place oannot make such a place a home*
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It in a fallaoy, although it has been strongly advocated,

by men cm both sides of the Atlantic, to suppose that the

home is wholly subordinate to the state. Should ouch a

principle be adopted it would reverse the legitimate order

of sooiety.^The real state of the oase is the home is the

original source of authority, and even the mightiest govern-

mtnts are but the creatures formed by the general consent of

the hornet composing the commonwealth. The home is first and

highest, just as the little rill preceded the flowing river.

Hone must be under the dominion of affection. True affection

must be enthroned thus; and, while she holds the sword of
»

authority in one hand, from the snowy fingers of the other,

sht matt scatter flowers and sunshine oh all that It round

about her. Her appropriate symbol may be found In nature.

The sweetest flowers, flowers that sway us raost, are armed

with thorns, for the protection of their oharm at, alto by

their contrast, to bring out those charms, into clearer light

and beauty. Thua nature throws the light of comnent uppa
' • / ' • : • • ' v < j i t • ; v ^ :

jit

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f e ^ ^ a>U such t pUae • homê
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I am sure that the spirit of the law, creating the

Cherokee Orphan Asylum, was mada,to mean, not only a

sohopl for the orphan ohildren of the Cherokee Nation,

but a hone as well, atfd it shall be my endeavor, as long

as I am Superintendent to make it a home, as well as a

school for these orphans.

t

W. A* Duncan.' .
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ESTIMATE.
Prorisions k Eto. -
First Querter, 1874,
Beginning July, 31st,

NOTE:4 Following is an old estimate sheet found
among' the papers left by the late Walter Adair Duncan,
first Superintendent of the Cherokee Orphan Asylum*

One Pupil - * •

Beef, 1 lb. per day for 90 pupils 90 days 8100
Jlour, i lb. per day for 90 pupils 90 days 8100
Corn Meal, § lb. per day for 90 pupils 90 daya 8100
Beans, t !*•" P*r *ay for 90 pupils 90*days 990

Per Bay For All -

Coffee for all per day 1-3-4 lbs. for 90 days
Sugar for all per day 2 lbs. for 90 days
Holaoses for all per day 2 gals, for 90 days
Lard for all per day 10 lbs. for 90 days
Ripe for all per day S lbs. for 45 days
Honi&y for all per day 5 lbs. for 45 days
Bulk Pft̂ rsper for all per clay for 90 days
Sal Soda for all per day for 90 days
Alspice

/Goal Oil,
Candles "

Corn l 150 bu.
Irish Potatoes ; , . 9 bbls,
Garden Seed
To Purchase 2 Sewing Machines
Maohine Oil - 4 bottles
1 doa. Sad Irons
4 doz. Shoe Blaoking ' •
5 lbs. Bpsoa Salts
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RKPORT

Of fluids and expenditures on k/C of Oberokee Orphan

Asylum, from l a s t set t lement t o da te , by

W. A. DUNCAN, Superintendent

October 1, 1877.
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Cherokee Orphan Asylum,

October lot., 1877,

Hon. Board of Trustees,

Cherokee Orphan Asylum:- *

I beg herewith to submit a state-

ment of funds and expenditures connected with my offioe

since the date of last settlement, with the Board, whioh

wat mad* December 18, 1876. For vouchers I refer you to

md yepors accompanying this statement.

Very Respectfully,

W. A, Duncan, Supt.
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1876

Dec,

1877
Peby.

25

it

10

84

\
Mar. 15

-» " 16

" 24

Apr. 7

" U

" *80

• 23

Kay 5

v 17. A Duncan^ In Account
With Cherokee Orphan Asylum

Amount to orders of Board NOB* 2 7 3

Dr.

1150.00

Or.

By amount due w* last settlement Deo. 18, 1876

Amount' order of Board No. 45 J&178.50

.00

Do.

Received

." * No. 33

on Ferriage

Error from oltf Woountr "$a&e 125

Received of John MoNair on hides

Amount Order No. 4? to pay B. F. Adair

T\\
tt

«

Ferriage

Do.

Pay fot 5

Ferriage

Do. #8\

" No. 34 to build Bake Oven

"\ No. 36 hire Hunting cattle —

n I*o• 42 Current expenses^

n No. 41 Pay for chopping wood

" No. 39 Hire ra i l s spl i t

" No. 64 Pay Bum hand

500 bus. of oorn <0 25^ Bot. by B.F

t

, May 84 $7.60, .Tune 2. $3

44.00

•83-1-3

1.00

10.00

705.00

75.00

100.00

300.00

75.00

50.00

180.00

.71-2/3

5.90

,AdairV5.00

6.41-2/3

18.60



, vmm *> CHEROKEB OHHIAN ASYLOM.

- 12 - - < •
(oontinued)

Df. 0*.

JUly 9 Amt. ordor of Board No. 103,ourront' oxponaes 730;65

$2,706.61-8/3

July 9 By Arat. corn iUem erroneously entered ' #75*00

119.55

Whole -Amount $2,587.06
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Jaay,

it

Hanoy MoNair 34 lbs. butter O

Walter West per J» H. Covel, on apples^

Pigeon for 3& cords wood

%n. Downing, £ Deer

Laoher Tuoker and helper^^^JLS oorde wood_

Sam Smith, 5 cords wood

For Cherokee Orphan Aaylum

o Pd. Ruth Ro«» for 2 doz* chickens §4.00;
lbs. butter <s

9

10

10

11

13

14

14

17

18

23

23

16

18

19*

19

27

and helper, 10 cords wood

Mrs. Sash Jfctyes, 4 lbo. butter © 85$*

Jaok Laoy 1^ bushel© White Beane

Iff a l t e r West balanoe on 15 buehels apples &

Mahala Vest, for 14 bushels apples 3 75>'

Jaok Laoy,- per wife for 5 curds wood

Joe Spaniard, E aords wood

Will Grass, 8 cords wood̂ ^ __;

CT.

$4*63.

6^001

5.00 ,

2.62 \

.75

__ 11.25

3.75

7.50

1.00

2.50

6.25

<JS 10.50

J 3.75

1.50

6.00

Li t t l e Bird and Looney Mouse 16fr corde wood 12*25

Davsd Hare and Ike Davis 35 cords wood 26*25

llewjy Baton per Dr. MoNair 6 lbs but ter , 4^ eggs 2*30 *

B. 3P# AA&ir ,f£pp 1200 lbs lard © fll»75^ 141.00

185 a 12j 19»

- ^
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[EXPENDITURES
For Cherokee Orphan Atylum

^ ' • O r .

Feby. 17 Amount Brought Forward r $874«43 s.

• 17 0. W. Clark* for 870 lb». be»f ii 0? 47.85
^ - • l l " ' U 1 1 " " " " "

tt 17 loaoph B&llard S3 doz. EggB O15$f (Error 60/) 4.80(Sao at ono*

" 83 L i t t l e Bird k othara SO oords wood 15.00

», 84 TaouMJiah k Fox 1000 r a l l e , 10.00

n 84 Walookee, on wood. 3.00

•» 86 ^MTB. Dr. MoHair 7 lb s . buttar ^ 1.75

•». 86 Mra. Sara MoKair egga .45

w 87 Squirrel & Sampson 10& oorda wood 7.88

" 88 Suraraeroet 1000 ralla 10.00

Mar. 1 watt Squirrel 500 rails ' 5.00

" 8 Jattea Blaokfox 6 cor da wood mmm 4.50

" 8 John Baa»^r 1000 ralla 10.00

n 5 Walooka© B«l»noo on 10 oords wood 9,00

" 7 Mra. Walter Adair 10 dog eggn and 1 ohlokan S.80

w 7 Will Oraas 8 oorda wood 6.00

n 9 Naohook and Woman 8 daya washing 1.00

* 14 lira. Walodkae, 8 days tfaahlng 1.00

I •* 14 A woman, 2 daya washing 1.00

• 16 dill Vaan,l000 Balla^* ,, i 10.00

(oontlnuad)
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17 walookee, 8 cords wood

43()
(continued)

1 Or.

liar. 16 B. P. Adair, oft contrnct with B«n SastT $585.00

~J* . 16 Emma P. Tyner, 3 days washing 2.00

w 16 Jo« Vaau, i000 rails 10.00

6.00

$967.86
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EXPENDITURES k ETC. CONTINUED

187?

• brought Forward ' ' $967.86

Mar. 1? raid for eggs . 1.00

" 17 Woman 4 doz. eggs , - .40

" 19 U. L. .Vest 22| bushels apples^ 15.25

11" 19 Will Grass, 2 oorda wood w 1.50

n 19 Henry Frye, 2 bus. potatoes §2.25,Dry Pumpkins oOpf̂  2.75

". 19 Henry Frya, 75 gal.Soap Q30<f $22.50 1 bu. beanaSLSO 24.00

" 19 Henry Fry©, Pumpklna l#00

Hops, Yeast, Flavoring & ag>^ 5.05

*\ 19 Henrjr Fryc, 6 doz. egge another time . .60

w 17 » John McNalr, on huntin^oattle -' 10.00

" 20 Suean, 5 doz egga " »b0

« go Ahnevakee f.oldler & woman 4 deya washing 2.00

w 20 Will Greas 4 cord8 wood^ 3.00

•« 20 John Kecoo.ch, 1000 'rails.,,,..; g ^ — 10.00

n 20 Seron women 18 days washing 50? ( 9.00,

w 24 Walooke© 5 cords wood__ - 3.25

" 27 B. F. Adair to pay G. W« Green, ?lnlta 5.00

<• 28 Enohlu, 2 cords wood . v___ 1.50 -

« 29 Tahneyahulah, 760 rails ,7.60

" 89 Rider, 5 cords wood , n \-_ 3.75

n 30 Dayid Hara, on wages . 15.00

April 2 H. L. Hill, 1500 flour i ;_ 37.50

, • 8 Naler, 8 dayi washing J * ,- 1*00.
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April 16 Brought Fomnrfl > $1130.51

* 16 Sam MoNalr, 4 l b s . but ter 1.00

" 80 B. F. Adair, ba l . on 5906 lb s . baoon on contract 168.9

n 83 Walter Adairy on soap part pay 2.50

" 23 Samuel Mayes 10 bushel lime . 3.50

" 25 Alsey Sino 1 month's washing 15.00

" 28 Mrs. Redblrd 2 days washing 1.00

11 27 D. S. Allen, on bake oven 10.00

" 27 Mrs^"Sam McNain, 4 l b s . but ter 1.00

* 28 Kinnie ?4cNair 2 month's wages 30.00

" 30 Hugh McCaffrey 1550 lb s . flour 'v-"\ ^ . 62.00

May 5 J . H, Harr ison, renewing blackboards 15.00

" 7 Rachel Sanders 7 weeks washing <Q $15 per raonth__ 26.85 -

* 7 Bllen Bushyhead, B days washing > -"' 4.38

rt 7 Hugh McCaffrey 1500 l b s . flour a $4^0# 60.00

"? . 9 Blackfox» S? cords wood ^ - "y 1,50

n 15 Mrs. B. F. Adair l>15 lbs . soap-tt 14 15.05

" 15 Mrs. B. F. Adair, 11 lbs but ter , 2.25

Mar. 31 Collins Brothers Liquid Slating for blackboards^ 17.65

May 3 Doras, Rix & Co. , 360 lb s* Palm Soap a 4jj- 16.20

" 8 Freight on 390 lbs to Chouteau o 75(f 2.92J

" 19 Woman 4 doz. eg^gs .40

" 22 Ki t t le Ann Carver 22 l b s . butter 5.00

" 22 Kinnie MoNalr, on wages 7.40

, . $1599.41
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April 16 Brought Forword $1130.81

" 16 Sara MoNair, 4 lba . but ter 1.00

n 80 B. F. Adair, ba l . on 5906 lb s . baoon on contract 168.95|

" 83 Walter Adair, on soap part pay ' 2.50

•» 23 Samuel Mayes 10 bushel lime 3.50

w 85 Alaey Sino 1 month's washing 15.00

" 25 Mra. Bedbird 2 days washing 1.00

"' 87 D. S. Allen, on bake oven 10.00

" 27 Mrs. Sam McKain, 4 lbs . but ter 1.00

" 28 Kinnie MoNair 2 month's wages 30.00

" 30 Hugh McCaffrey 1550 lbs . flour 68.00

May , 5 J . H. Harrison, renewing blackboards 15.00

" 7 Rachel Sanders 7 weeks washing « §15 per rnonth^ 26.85

* 7 Ellen Buahyhead, B days waahlng 4.38

« 7 Hugh McCaffrey 1500 l b s . flour <a $4.00 60.00

" 9 Blackfox, 2 cords wood 1.50

n . 15 Mrs. B. ?. Adair 215 lbs . soap a l<f 15.05

» ~ " 15 Mrs. B. F. Adair, 11 lbs butter 2.25

Mar. 31 Co l l ins Brothers Liquid S la t ing for blackboards^ 17.65

May 3 Dorasj Rix « Co., 360 l b s . Palm Soap a 4^ 16.20

'" 8 Freight on .390 l b s t o Chouteau 9 75? 2.92&

" - 19 Woman 4 dbz. eggs ' •

82 K i t t l e Ann Career 22 l b s . btjitter 5.00.

22 Kinnit MoNair, on wages • . ,7.40

- " $1599.41
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Junt

July

22

84

- 18 -

BXPKNDlTtmfiS CONTINUES)

Brought Forward*

David Hair, on wage*

Ur«; saa MoNair 84 lbs . buttar;.;.

84 Mrs. Fry« 533 lbs . soap Q .5-3/5^

84 Mr»» Tahnor, 1 day cleaning rooos_

84 Hugh McCaffray 1600 lbs flour "

1 D. S. Allan, balance on bake oven

1 Thoaaa Murrey, for eggB and for kitohen_

8 John HcNair, for hunting cattle

9 U. F« Tyner 1 rooa^naahing -

13 Mra. Oarvar, 53 l b s . buttar tt

16; lira. Sam MoNair, 39 lba . buttar

16 Kolly Tynar 1? lbs buttar;

Raohel Bluaye 5 weeks sashing a $15.00^

86 Dave Hair on wagaa

6 Mrs* Slloter, on washing; ;

10 John HsNalry on hunting cattle^

11 Dave Hair, on wages_-

434

J1599.41

10.00

15 Jaaaia Mayas, on B. F. Adair's ov&fv for heef^

15 «ra. Jessie M?jye», poultry . T
15 Johnson Riley, 400 lbs beef ©

16 Henry Frye

.50

64,00

35.00

4,00

11.00

15.00

7.95

6.40

S,85

18.75

30,0^

10.00

50.00

10.00

35.0a

4.75

18.00

lbs* bacon 9 10j-$23.55, 1*
5210,' 5 douXegga 50**7,98

•1990
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Jvtd

Au«.

jjl

. 1 9 .
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10

13

BXPERDIT0RK8 COjTJNUKD

Brought Forward

20 Still* Robin*, on her 3 weeka washing

80 Tolbwct MoHtlr X41 lb». bacon O lOJr

27 John H. MoKair, belanos on hunting cattle

7 lira* 31 later, on washing '

30 Bi& McCaffrey" 15 lbs. flour $5.00

"lv - ff« P» Gettla and aon 917 lbe. bacon a 8-1/8

4 Ohoutoau, freight on bacon and pipe

JI1990.76

5.50

14.81

39*00

. 13.00

75.00

74.00

8 lira* Kittle Ann Carrer 29 lbs. butter

8. J. s. Price* atore bill to date

5.80

184.99

8 J» W/Llndsey, 81 lbs. ooff. 16.00,80 lbs sug.2.80 8.80

9 A. ?. Bggleaton, locks on doors 1.00

10 - A woman, Chickens end eggs 1*15

10 Jerome Kepheart, for work hauling water & etc.^ 12.85
'

Jsroae Kepheart, work on bake ovea

Jnaes Slsnoas shoeing elx mules
*

___ 8 S # 8°
r 4.50

15 Kinney McNair, balance on 6 months work to date 58.60

15 Dam Hair, balance on 6 months work to date 25.00v

87 Jaoes S. Prioe, for Jemea Slaaon», blaokamithing 4.56-8/3

87 Jas4b S. Price, store bill k for Siisaca*s ̂ r ^ 15,90

88 ' Sallie Robbina, balance*,on wsahlng 8.85 -

88 Jesse Mays*. ISO lbs, beef 4& . 6.75

' 5*00

14.00

X 3 ^ ^ ; Wills. 4 turkeys ti 754

8 Parule Sllster- tm. washing

dsy-s-thresning
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1877 EXPENDITURES CONTINUED

Brought Forward $2590*98

Sept. 5 Vllllaa Wilson, 322 lbs, Ohoioe baoon ©10 32.20

« 6 Uollie Tyner, 7 lbs butter 4»15?, 361bs', butter
~ f, 11 doz. eggs OlO* 6.50

6 Jane MeNalr, bnlance on butter .50

6 Mrs. Charlotte Mayas. 12 chickens, 6 lbs butter
O lBo* balenoe, on better 50? 3.20

* 6 Bliaa Alberty, 14 lbs butter 2*80

* ^ 6 Mrs. r arauel Mayes 26 lbs. butter 015^ 3.90

" 12 Henry Fryean settlement with him' 5.00

" 22 John w. Stapler, store bill 3.75

" * 22 Jessie Mayea 487 lbs. beef a 4 & 21.91

* 24 Birs. Sletler, washing 5.00

« 27 ' Beaty and McSpadden, blaoksmithing

Shoeing 4 mules ' 6.00

Repairing 1 plow 1.00

; Pointing 2 plows • * • 1.50

Stable 4 mulss 2 days 2.00

9 28 Samuel H* Mayes, expenses at Vlnlta 3.50

Samisl H. Mayesi 1 bbl. salt from Vinita 2*50

*

Sejuel H« Mayer, 1 blk. book .25

* 28 Saonel H* Mayes, Stable room 1 night .50

Oot. I Hiohard Rlley, for excavating stnkj- 5*00
I8S98.64

less 60?f overpay in item of Joseph Ballard Feb. 17S"?? .60

* • $2698.04

\
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to th* Honorable Board of Trustees,

Of the Cherokee Orphan Asylum,

Gents:- Hating compared the within

report of Reterend w* A* Duncan, superintendent of the Asylum,

with his current account and vouchers, we find the same to be

correct, and that there is a balance due tfr. Duncan, 6t One

Hundred aad ten dollars and ninety-eight oeets. {$110*98}

which 'balance wo reapeotfully recommend the Board to reia-

burse at its present session.

D* H. Rota

B. F. Adair

Special Auditing Comsltt.ee,

/ Oherokee Orphan Asylum, C. N.

October 4, 187?.

J


