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JOHN M. HALR
An {nterview with Clarence B. Hale
1712 South St. Louis Ave, Tulsa, Okla.

Clarence “runer ilale is the son of John H;'ﬁale.
chief deputy T.S. marshal under presidents Harrison and Cleve=
‘landy now liviné in Joplin, Missouri.

Jo;m U. Hale served as desputy U.S. marshal from adbout
1890 or 1891 until sbout 1898 or 1899, bveing stationsd at
Guthrie during his term of €ffice. He wan borm in Eichmond,
Virginia, in 1860 and came to Indian Territory from Lt. Louis
in 1863, He worked in an agency store at Puwhuska for e
while, then later started the first trading post at Hominy,

' Oklshoma, giving the tomm its name after PFominy Creek, which
had béen named by the Indiens. His partner in the store was
an Osage I'ndian, the f.ther of Joseph iatthews author of
Vah=kon~tah.

.ale made the run into the vac and Fox country i;x 1889,
securing a claim which adjoined the Chandler townsite on the
west. Rast of his claim was cuat up into town lots and is now
'part of the town of Chandler.

In meking the run Hale x;ode a swift thorc;ughbrsd horse.

He rode until he orossed Bell Cow Creek. +hen he came up om
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the, east dank of she oreek he found & cornfield. Knowing
thet the Indians worked only the best land he staked his claim
in the cornfisld. Soon he heard someone saying, "What are
you doding on my claim?” Turnipg around Hale saw a men riding
a honse apparently dripping with sweat. lHale was shrewd
enough to quiockly lift the horse's tail. Undernsath the horse
wes porfeotly dry. Knowing that a sweating horse would be
wet all over liale said, "Brother, the next time you pour water
on your horse %0 make him sweat be sure t0 pour it under his
tail tooe" Membere of Hsle's party were witnesses to the faot
that he had bsen first on the ground and staked his olaim 8o
the Sooner had to give up and leave the claim. |

Hale built e log house on his claim in Chandler axdé later
erscted a stone house which is still standing. The house
which he erected in awhuska is also still etanding. It has
been sonverted into a two-story hous;a, the vld part having
beon lifted and e st.ory built unmder it. t ¢8 now krown as
the latthews house.

During the yea‘rs he lived among the Osages Hale cams to
know them well, spoke their language, and was a highly respected
man among theme They gseve Lim an Osage nams wesring "bdlaok

heard." Vhen he firset same among them)aou of the Osages
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wanted %o engsge him in wrestling. ‘ale was a lkilled‘.thleto.
trainad in wrestding, and boxing and familisr with jiun jitsu.
In a match with the (Usages he threw two of‘thom and beat one

in & fouot race. After that he élvqyé had their rdspssct.

They wahtsd to adopt him into the tribe dut he would never con-
A

sent to the adoption.
- ﬁgi

Ce B. Hale was born in Pewhuske in 1886. .hen ke
was about a year old he had an experience which he thinks is
probadly unique among white people. ‘o was parmitted to
beat their drum during an Osage war dancee Lis father was
absent from home at tho time snd his mothoyr was unfamilisr
with the “Ysage langusge so when they came and vanted to teke
the boy to the wéf dance she consented and went along with
thems .9 a ruld white people did not evea attend the war
dance, much less teke part in it.  hen his fsther returned 5
the usages wanted two hu drcd and fifty ponies for the honor
they hsd conferred upon the child. Hale then hsd %o explain
thet the mother hud not understood what they had meant, othere
wise she would not have ﬁermittec it. lNeedless %o ssYy thay

did not get the two hundred and £ifty poniecs.

L. B. Hale related how Beputy BL11 Tilghman onptnrod 111
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Dalton of the notorious outlaw Daltons, in Hot Springs.
Dalton was in a bathhouse waiting to take a bath when Tilghe
msR, vearing a kind of dxécniuo, cems in. Tilghmen had pree
viously spotted Dalton who failed to recognise Tilghman in his
partial disguise. ‘hen Yalton entered his bathroom '{ilghmin
asked the attendsnt for the room next to Jaltom's, Here
Tilghman stepped up where he covuld keep an 2¥e on Jalton who
wap ungware that he was being watohed. #hen Dalton started
‘ to- leave his room T{lghman stepped out and $aking him oy sare
prise llippod the handouffs on him.

J+Be Hale has in his possession the gun taken from

Dalton at that timee. .o &«lso has his father's marshal's

badge.

C.B. Hale 7a» quartermester sergcan® of Company B
of the Oklahoma National Guard which was sent in 1906 to the
101 ranch {to prevent the killing of dbuffalo. ‘he Hiller
brothers wers preparing for a grest celebration at the 101
ranch and wanted to hire some of the ational Guard to proe
teot the ranch from needieaa damage, promising the boye tem
dollars per dn;. Lther c%tisens from over the ltaté‘protested

the use of the Ynard dy privete intersats. after an appeal to
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the President it was decided that the buffalo on the ranch
wore badly in need of Drotoctt.én L4 the Guard was sent to pro-
teot the buffalo from slaughter, bat i% was &t Government ex-
pense sand the bdoys did not receive the ten dollars ;;or day
promised by iller 3roshers. |
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