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J08I M. HALE
An Interview w i t h Clarenoe B« Halt
17X2 South S t . M a l i Art , Talsa , Okie.

Clarence ^runer iiale I s the son of John M. Hale,

ohlef deputy S . S . marshal under pres ident s Harrison and Clove*

landf now l i v i n g In J o p l l n , Mlstoorl*

John M. Hale serrad as deputy U.S. marshal from about

1890 or 1891 u n t i l about 1898 or 1899, being s t a t i o n e d a t

Outhrle during h i s term of f f f l c « . He van born In Klohnond,

Virg in ia 9 i n 1660 and oame t o Indian t e r r i t o r y from L t . Louis

i n 1683• He worked i n an agency s tore a t Pawhuska for a

while, then later started the f irst trading post at Hominy,

Oklahoma, giving the town i t s nan after Hominy Creek, whioh

had been named by the Indians* His partner in the store was

an Oaage Indian, the father of Joseph Matthew8( author of

Wah-kon-tah.

.'ale made the run into the ~ao and ^ox country in 1889,

securing a claim which adjoined the Chandler townaite on the

west* Hist of his olaim was cut up into town lots and i s now

part of the town of Chandler.

In making the ran Halo rode a swift thoroughbrsd horse.

He rode until he oroased Sell Cow Creek. </hen he oams up oa
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wast bank of the Greek he found a cornfield. Knowing

that the Indiana worked only the best land,ho staked his olaln

in th» cornfield. Soon ha heard someone saying, "What ara

you dolag on ngr olaimT" Turning around Ha la aaw a nan riding

a horse apparently dripping with sweat* Halt waa shrewd

enough to Quickly lift the horsevs tall. Underneath the horse

WP.I ^orfeotly dry. Knowing that a sweating horse would be

wet all over Hale said, "Brother* the next time you poor water

on your horse to make him sweat be sure to poor it under his

tail too*" Member* of Kale's party were witnesses to the faot

that ho had been first on the ground and staked his olaim so

the Sooner had to give up and leave the olaim*

Hale built e log house on his claim in Chandler and later

erected a stone housf whioh is still standing. The house

whioh he ereoted in rfevhuska is also still standing. It has

been converted into a two-story house, the old part having

been lifted and c story built under it. t 4a now known as

the fiat thews hoase.

During the years he lived among the Osages Hale cam to

know them well* epoke their language, and was a highly respected

man among them* They gave him en Osage nans osaaiBg "blaok

beard." When ha first same among them^some of the Osages
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wanted to engage bin in wrestling* Kale was • •kil led athlete,

trained la wrestling, and boxing and familiar with j ia j i teu.

In a mat oh with the Usages he throw two of them and beat one

In a foot raot. After that he alwr(y§ had their rsspsct.

They wanted to adopt him into the tribe bat iii would neftr ooa-

•d
sent to the adoption*

G. B. Hale was born in Pcwhuska la 1886* hen he

was aboat & year old he had an experience which he thinks is

probably unique among white people* e was permitted to

beat their drum during an Usage war dance* his father »as

absent from horns at the time and his mother was unfamiliar

with the ^sage language so when they came and wanted to take

the boy to the war dance she consented and went along with

them* .us a rule" white people did not even attend the war

dance, much less take part in it* hen his father returned 5^

the usages wanted two hu. dr^d and fifty ponies for the honor

they had conferred upon the child. Hale then had to explain

that the mother had not understood what they had meant, other*

wise she would not have permitted it* Needless to say they

did not get the two hundred and fifty ponies*

o. B. Hale related ho* Beputy Bill Tilghmen captured '111
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DaIton of the notorious outlaw Daltons* in Hot Springs*

DaIton was In • bathhouse wait ing to take a bath whan Tilgn»

msa, wearing a kind of d i sgu i se , oams in* Tilghtoan had pre*

viously spotted Da I t on who f a i l e d to recognise Tilghman in h i s

part ia l d i s g u i s e . vhen ^alton entered h i s bathroom ?ilghmah

asked the attendant for the room next to Walton'•« Here

Tilghraen stepped up where he ooold keep an eye on DaIton who

was aneware that he was being watohed. flhen DaIton started

to- leare h i s room Tilghman stepped out and wslcing him oy sar -

prlse slipped the handooffs on him*

>;.B. Hale has in h i s possession the gun taken from

Da It on at that time* *>e a l s o has h i s f a t h e r ' s marshal's

badge. :

C.B. Hale was quartermaster sergcan* of Company B

of the Oklahoma national <niard which was sent i n 1906 to the

101 ranoh&o prevent the k i l l i n g of buffalo* ^ e Miller

brothers were preparing for a great oelebrot ion at the 101

ranoh and wanted to hire some of the a t iona l Guard to pro-

teot the ranoh from needless damage, promising the boys ten

dol lars per day* ether o l t i i e n s from orer the s t a t e protested

the use of the <*uard by private i n t e r e s t s * After an appeal to
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to* Protidont i t vac dtotdod th«t iht buffalo on tht raaok

«•«• ^»<lly itt &••& of protootton to the Qxiard vai toot to pro*
i ^

i

t«ot ttw tooffalo fro* tleuchter, bat i t v»t tt GoT«rn»nt •*-

p«ase «8d tbt boys did not reotiv« the ton dollars per day

proadtod by ^lll«r Brothtro*

J


