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Phi SeiNGR INDIaNT D THELIR CUSTOR:.
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From information gmbherad by tha fisi« ,
worker, while living among’thm.)rum
SLrom ralativez of lenaars now dead.

3

o

1t ié not my murpose to write s Listory of the shawnees Tribe
of Ihd§ans; but simpl; to place oh recond Q few Lhiings concqgniné
their habits ana tredittons shieh 1 have gathéred while living -
among them, after tl.eir removal to the Indian lerritory from their
ragarvation in saneae., 7Tha Shawnees mede this move out of hensas
d&%iﬁg from lﬂﬁgrto 1671, Some of thé—leaders including tnree

¢

&xhohiefs of the shawnee Tribe togetler with & amall band of

___Othera, came on 4o¥n to the lerritury &= early as 1868, seleched

thyi;; land and went back for a time. l’lhgaa three aﬂief;s, Charles
Rogers, Johnson Blackfeathar and Cyrus’.. Cornatzer, settled in

. ‘ i . .
iy immediate neighborhood before . was born and i grew up with

-

them and attended the same school with their chiluren.

The first school + ever atltended was establighac by Semp-~

"aon Rogers, bmother of Gh?af nogerss lt 'was a national school

? <4

- aatabliahed through tho Gharakae Rational schoo* board, it was

&allea ’Bho }bgara schaol and was J.ocazed qn Nabin c::aek. near

Se . .-
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where the battle of Cabin GCreek was fought.

" For much of the iqformatidn,herein given l\a&’indebted,po
the Reversnd Scott Thompson, of welch, now editur of the welch
Jiatehman, who came into éoseession of some Snawneé histor, thfoggh
thq_géiw?f Sallie Gore, daughter of the Rever;nd Sharles slue-
jaﬁket, also an honored ex-chief of ghé shawnee ‘Tribe, who sat;
tled neaé the town of giuejaeket in871., Chief Qlusjhcket‘was
the oldést of the.ShaWnee,lndiéns 10 remove to tge indian:Tbrri-
tory, and left more.information concerning their customs and

traditions than any of the other chiefs.

— =5 Charles Bluejacket thé famous °©
' Shawnee Chief. -

Through the kindness of Krs. Sallie Gore, daughter of
Reversad Charles Bluajacket of Bluejaeket the fcl oning sketeh
of the 1ife of Chief Cherles Blusjacket and Lis aescendants was
giveﬁ to Reverend Jacob Gpencsr, of Jlatér, Hlssburg, 8 missibnary ’

to the. R?awnee T
ST s \
I% sesms to ha

* ‘:‘
@anerat1on of men it indee&*lt was ever generally known that .

\

Chisf Bluejacket was a white man. e was Vlrginlan by birth,

bs¥ abq4§ Lne year of 1907. ,§?

drOpped out of the memory of the present

»
]
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one of a large family of brothers and aisters,'many of whom

-~

settled in Ohio and Kentucky at en early day and many descend-
ants of whom reside in this state. (Ohio) ;is name was Merma-
duke Van Swerangen, I canﬁot now recall the given name of his

father, or the place of his nativity, éxcept ;t was in vestern

Virginia. He had brothers, John, Vance, Thomas, Joseph, Steel

and Charles; one sister, 5areh and perhaps more. Marmaduke
' was captured)by the Shawnee Indians‘when'but with a younger
brother on, a hunt ing expedition, sometime during the Revolhtidn-

ary »ar. He was about seventeen yearé of age when taken and a

r .
-

stout, healthy, weli-deveiOped and active youth and becams'a -
model of menly ectivity, strength and symmetry when of full age.,

Tie and & younger'brothex-#cre together when captured and he &grpéd

-

to go with his captors and become naturalized among them, provided

o

they would allow his brother to'return home in safety. This p$p~

posal was agreed to by his captors and carrisd out in good faith

by both parties. When captured Marmaduks,'oTr Duke, as he was

familiarly called Was dressed in a blue linsey blouse.or hunting
shirt from which garment he took his Indian name,'Blpejacket.
During his boyhood he had formed a strong aste for the

savags life as exemplified in the habits amd customs of the wild .

»
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American Indfen emd frequently -xpressed his determination,

that when he attained manhood, he would take up his abode

. with, some Indian tribe. I am not able to £ix the exact

date of this transaction, except by approximating it by
reference to dther‘events. It is traditionally understood
that Larmaduke was taken by the Indians about three years
bafore the méfriage of his sister, Sarah, and she was mar-
ried in the year of 178l. Although ve havé no positive in-
format ion of the fact, traditional or oéherwise, yet it is
believed that the bané or tribe, with whicﬁ‘Bluejacket took
up his rQQEdéncgrlivéd at that tiﬁe on the SGioio Rivsr,
somewhere Sétweén Chilicothe and Cireleville.
After\arriving at his new adopted homé, ﬁarmaduke, or

\

Bluejacket; tered with guch alacrity and cheerfulness into
. ° i

dll the habits, sports and labors of his essociates and he

soon beceme very popular among them, so much-was this the

case that before he was twenty-five years 6f age he was

a

chosen chief of his tribe and §s§such took part in all.the

-

cowncils and campaigns of his time. He fook a wife of the - -

Shawnee Tribe and reared several children, but only one son

‘' .
. .

-
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who was callpd Jim Blusjacket and was'rather a dissibatedﬂwild
and reckless fellow, who was quite well-known on the upper Miami

A 3 .
River during and after the War of 1812. He left a family of

. [N
seven children, four sons end three daughters who moved to the

Kansas reservetion, and later to the Indian Territory:. They
wers Nancy, George, Betsy, Benry, Jobhn, kete and Charles.
Bluejacket to Kansas in 1832 |
Charles 3luejacket, son of Jim Bluejacket was born in what_t

is now the state ovaichigan in 1816 and moved from Ohio to the

-

. Shawnee reservation, in Wyandotte, Kansas,in 1832, ﬁpde: the
cenduct of the Netionel CGovernment. He was well aducaﬁed, hav-

ing attended the Quaker Mission 'school, intelligent and highly

t

intellectual and in &ll respects, feature, voice, contour and

movément, excepf as to his darker color was an axact,facsimilé

of the Van Swerangens. At an.early date hg was converted from
heathenism to Ghr;htianity end united with the Methodist Mission.

During his long iife he was & faithfu;,'consistent and courageous

»

Christian! his brother, Henry ®as also a member and an offictald

in the Methodist Church, but died early'in life. .~ .

3
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Charles Bluejacket moved from Kensas %o the lndian Terri-

’ L3

tory in 187L and settled near the present town of'BlueJacket

and died there October 29, 189?, at the age of eighty-one years.

Charles Bluejacket was married three times, he had%éix sons

and one daughter by his first marriage who lived to years of

maturity. They'are Sally, David, Price K., Willis G., Silas.D.,

Henry C. amd Richard M. By his second wife, he was the father
of Mrs. Cora B. Haggerty, Mrs. Mary B. Sharp, Lucinda, Amanda
end Lewis Bluejacket, all of Bluejacket.

Mrs. Sally Gors . ) .

Sally Gore, who furnished much of the informgtion about

her famous fathe s we;L—knowﬁ to me. 1 grew up with her
//ggil&réﬁ/;;;/;;;iT::st of her brothers and sisters. Sally was

an intelligent, well-educated woman, the oldest child of the

Reverend Ct rles Bluejacket and reared a_ fine family of chil-

dren. Sally was Aorn in Johnson County, Kensas, January 7, 1844,

\ ; :
attended the Shawnee Mission school in hansas for eight years

and also attended t e Indepehdéﬁce, Missouri college.

- .
On.November 10,\1858 she was married to a promlnent young

- ve

attorney, Jonathan G&fa, who came from Kentucky and they ars the

"
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parents of six children, g daughter who was. born ‘if I860'§nd z,‘

died in 1903, I did not know. The otheérs are B&ttle, . Blake, ‘

? O. - ,-.- - .

Memie, Dais& énd Jonathan Jr. tMrs;,Gore 8 hggbapd dled at 'Vtg§

. e .0 = f) < L4 v
- Bluejacket July "18, 1906 and jirs. Gdre lived for'sevéial yedgs.

after that date, the exact date of her usath 1 dq not know.}‘hreo '

of her, children‘are still llVBng. 511 of Mrs. Gbre’s»own brothe-

Ks B Tl e
- - - b N P

L34

¢ are Qead a h&lﬂ-urOthSP, Lewis and two half-slsters kirs, Cora

r - -

B. Haggerty and Nrs. Marj B, Sharp, stlll livc at Bluejacket.

Blueoacket's Ancagto;s war Chiefs ’ s
s " L
Gharles éluejacke£3s grandfaphérﬁ_whose Indfan namé‘was .

- . .
- =
- < ~

- el-yah-pili-ehr- sellicwal, mieaning”Bluejacket was e fauous war °
i chief and -Wé;‘s‘i‘n ﬁ'hé, béc tle in‘which &enefal Ilafmas was' défe&ted

a & -l

™., in l?qol/ In- th battle in whlch Genexglgnngﬁény ?ayne defeatad¢#~*

e, .~

. tha Northwest Confeqeracy Indlans, 1n 1794 uaptaln Bluegacket

- - =
"y

. commanded the'allled forcaa,- Charxes Bluegacket's ancestors

»

i N : . ' ,
, Were war: chlefs but nevar v&llage or elv1l chlefsfqntll-after

the removal of the tribe to~the west. His father was probably -

-

. .
P

‘mhe first ciViL chigf‘d%'tng ramily; dharles Bluéjaéket in- ﬁ:

-

PR

P ‘ ~ W ' ) Al
. {herited all the noble traits,gf character of hls grandfather,_-

- . he wag licensed ﬁg:pfeach‘in”ls o and contlnued to preach untll
;‘-\. . ) L - '..‘.< 3 :;'? .‘::”/ K . -~ \.:

- LU L .. R
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the gime of his death in 1rw7, - - .
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" s .favorite hymn .of Bluejicketrs ana tih.a ome which wag, ~
. - vt ?- e ) ~
’?argely instrmantsl in has crnversion: w ¢ The farmi)liar hymn
. ) ) . .~ .'. ~ . ’
n{ lssaac satte: ) Coe N
.- alrs wnd d1d my SBvior.bleea, , _
X’\ . ’ '/ " L.t - o . % o, f‘- . ,
- - and did my-Sovereien die; . -
.7 soule le devote tont sdcrec henc,.
* . - 3 b3 ‘ .
) . ‘' Wor. such s-wormas 1. . - )
s The following'is the Verserin tie Lhavwnee language.
: *  ke-jeiche ni ce ta la, ‘ ’ , "
o7 . . Che ns wo -s1 ta we
. | A )
’ . v Ma.ci ke naimig wa ia i -
R e, . .
‘,:,':; - ;':’- 74,:- .r’:’z‘r . 3. )
S T Wifti nalis pa o uie
A b G
. %, Shawnee .Tradition of their Origin.
o T - o
- % 1 record hers the thawnees own tradition of tleir origin,
e l L ~‘“‘ ) s . o ‘:\ ( t L ~
L+ told to Reverend Jacob Spencer, ..issionary in 1858-1860 by
) I‘ ¢ “ v
the 2everénd Charles Bluejacket.
vetl AT / T - \
. our tradition of the creation and t.e antediluviau veriod
b ., ,F . . . . . B .
agress in'all gssential points with the Mosauic record. The

.

v

@
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then-left har. From this aie
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mesnt, so she mude small imuces of ch,iluren from the sarlh

"

as directed, s the Grext Sblrit Lsd muage the first msn, but

when she saw that they huad ‘no life she egain’ weptl, Agdin the'

messenger appeared sna inyuired the cause of her gpi

-

\

af,

She

2

said she had mads children from clay but t.ey were only dirﬁ.

-

.

-
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Then said the visitor; 'Remember how the Great i5pirit digd,
e &
when the firat man was made.' At once. she understood and
breethea intd their nostrils, ane tnav airl became alive,
A )

This wad the herimmineg of tha red men. *he Shawnees 10

> -

. A , . .
this dav.vensputa the memory of the one they csiv Lhegy

e

rl ~

according to Bluejsacket's tradition, vhe indians, in

coming to this continent, crossed & marrow jart of the ocean

3

) > .t { LS
fav/ tn tie north, being cariied scross bhe water on tne back

of s turtle. another version of tie iradilion i1s, that a
, .
. \ . ’ - 1
being whom thev knaeu 1ot asskse tnsm Lo g8t it & saki, boal

[y

he was in &nd that he would take utnem Lo & good and happy
country but it wae =0 small thnal ali wers .afraid to gel in-

to it finailly one got in and the boal grew ilarger. Then
N LY

[N

others got in the boal growing larger as each 1ndividual

embarkeu, finally when no more woule get in t.e strunge

.

visitor brought the occupants to the otuer shore-.merica.
Coming of the White Man.
Blusjacket also.related the ﬁpllowing traditions, re-
lative to the coming of tig White men to their eountr&.

’
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“Our old men ( meaning the alders nnd,/{se men in the fuft

reamote past) used Lo taii our people thal. 1 great. searpand
' & .

»~ =
~ )

wouid coms from tha sess snd aesbrol our peo:le. oden Lhe
. .

Jirsy dnropasn vessel” asie in o s1ghb Lhs indiasps caught

~ipht of the vennant, witl 1ls forked end aarting and moving

»

1 thie forked tongue of & sarpent, 'There is tihe serpent our

~

9.4 men have baen teiling us of.' thsy seid; «hen Lhe vid
‘ L]

nan irst teaste. rum, tears ran down therr cheeks. 'Uhisis

>
r

AL Vs LO Qestr.y our voung .en, they suid.
v‘he following legend iilustiratey Lhe greca of the white

, t [
man. for land and his unfair methoas in obtéining L. “The

white man sgked us for & smal. piece of lauG, u j.ece tLat. &

- .
“%o1hg cut from a buffate Live soulu reach s.ovund. e tLold

i, certeinily, we wouliu glaul, muxke lLiu

144
-
|2

nal: & grant as

that, whereat the wlite man begen to cut & very smll strap

Y

Frow e edge of phe hiae, cuttinf erounu it.” rhis he kept
on doing, going round and round, until the hide was converted

Anto a very long string, that surroundasc & large ,iece of land.

. . X .
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sdhawnee atrogance

tew

The Shawnees arrogated to themseslvas & superiority over

the wihltes, a&s well 88 aver othar tribes of indians. &t the

12
convention held in fort Wwayne, indiana, in 1803, one of their
;A s ’

irincipal men seb forth their views in the following language:
"The Master of Life, who wasg himself sn Indian, made the

Shawnaes, before any other of tie lLuman race and they sprang

-

from his brain. le gave all a knowledge le Limsell possessed

v

und ylacea them upon the erest islahu and : 1l\Le other red

AY
<

reopla wre descended from 4he 3hawnees. »ftar he made tLie
. > ! s
Shawnees he made thé French snd inglish out of Lia breast, the

suyeh, out of his feet and the iong nuives ( americans) out of
- R -

Fis hend. All of these inferior ruces of .ien he made wi.ite and

risced them beyond the stinhing lake (The atlantic Ocean). The
:
Shawnees for many ages continued to be masters of the continent,

nsing the knowledge the, hLad receivea I'rom t.e Great opirit in
. \ "

guCl 4 mannar as to be pleasing to lLim, and to secure tieir own

’
~ . ¢
~ .

hep, 1ness. In a greut length of time, however, they became cor-

ropt, and tie .aster of Life told them thal ne woula take awéx
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from them the knowled hich they possessed and give it to

the white people to be restored when, by return to good prin-

ciples, they would deserve it. * .

4
- ’,

Many ages after that the Indians saw something white ap:

(4

proaching “heir shores. At first they took it for a great pifﬁ
but they soon found it to be & monstrous ‘canoe, filied with thLe
very people who had g&tten the knowledge whieh belonged to the
Shawnecs. After these‘white people had landed, thej were not

content with having the knowledge which belonged to the Shaw-

4

nees, bubt they usurped their lend also. They pretended to have
purchased these lands, but the very goods.they gave for them
“were more the property of the Indians than of the white peopls,

because the knowledge which enabled them to manufacture these
goods actually belongeu to the Shawnees. 3ut these things will

soon have an end. The liaster of Life is about to restore to

-

the Shawnees thLeir knowledge and their rights, and Le will -tram-

I3

ple the Long knives under his feet."
Reference has been made to the division of the Shawnees in-

to clans or families. Such divisions are common to gll Indian

Nations, though the number and name is peculiar to each'tribe.

.. " o
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The..Shawnees belong to the Algonquian linguistic family

Soms traditionsl Shswnec history.
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habiting- the head of the ’ptomac River..

In 1728 some of the Shawnees moved west to av@id'troubie

-

with the six nations, becauss of their actions toward the

, .
Conestogas, They moved to the Ohio, perhips with the permission @

of the iyandottes in whose country t ey settled and put them-
selves under.the protection of .the rFrench. The English sought
' . i e

the aid of the six nations,‘in ap-effort to induce them to re-

turn to the vicinity of F&x?ang, we of tl.e Susquehanna River.
The treaties held with them1b9twéen'1734 and 17%2 secured the

return of & portion of them,| but in”the latter year it wes

{ ! ~

found that they were scattered from tle great island to the

-

..1llegheny.

Before 1750 their principal seat was on the Ohio, about

Le mouth Qf the 801oto River. rhcy were friends of the French

~

3

and ‘enemies of the English, In the Aevoﬁutnon they Were enemies

~

Py

of the .mericans, remalnlng S0, untll subdued by Generfl Vayne;
> for — -

. They were the scourge of the Back ssttlements/réarly a cenxury,

the frontiers of Virginia"and :ennﬁylyania and even those of -

. ¢

" New York and the Carolinas were constantly raided by Shawnee

warriors. The Shawnees wers the most restless and turtulent of
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the Algonquian tribes, and about 'he year 1767 they began to .
* N . . " '
fross the Missisesippi to-what is now Missouri. “a

&

-~

In 1798 Menuel Perez. beceme commandant-general at St.
3 s ¢ ’

wuis and he found the Osages troubjesome Lo tle,settlenents
of upper iwuisiana, He was unable to groblde adequate protec-
* )

tion and the presence of the few Shawnees and Delawures liv- «

ing in his reaim suggested the idea of increasing .heir num~. - .

i
Ll

bers as & checK to the inrosds of the Osages so he sent mis~

sionar%ps to the Shawnees and Delawares to invite them L0 re-

*

move to his country, offering them a sufficient body of land ,

3

in the vicinity of Cape Girardeau.. The offer was accepted
and numbers of these Indians at once moved tO the country,
where they bécame the chief »rotection of the settlements : ..

from the Osages. 1t is ssia that ,orimer, afterward the com-
i ’ °
mandant-general at St. Geneva, negotiated this removal of the

-~ shawnees and Delawsres und that he was aliowed ‘@ grant of .

— -~ v

-

v3¢,000 acras of land-for so doing.: R 7

_ #hen” the settlements began to increase«aiong the Nis- .
sissippi, the Shawnees tnd Delewdres bscame discontented in

N - 1 - . ~

their settlements near Caps Girardeau, probably fram..the in-

3
3}
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solent and rough treagpeht at tfie hands of the pioneer set-

tlerds. The Delawares abandoned their villages there abdout

the year 1815, end moved to tlie James Fork of the #hite Riven. .

in the course of a few years\they were rollowed by most of the
- }!'1*.,‘ . )
‘Shawnees. By treaty the latter tribe was given a tract of land

t o

on the south bank of the Kansas River, from its mouth to the

r

juﬁction of the Republican. This was in 1825;,in which year -
¢ ) '

members of the tribe begen to arrive in the new raservatipn;

settling in what is now Shawnee towaship, Wyandotte County,

ransas. By 1828 most of the Shawnaes had moved to the new

" home west of Missouri, and later, 1831, the Fish band, in-

. ;o
cluding the fimilies of Tecumseh and the Prophet, to'which

band they belonged, moved from Ohio and joined the western
division, practically uniping the Shawnee ﬁeoﬁlé. ’ .
The Shawnees were called Chaoganons by the French. They
.called themselves Shawano. The tribe is separated into four
divisiéns, the_Mequachchake, thé Cﬁillicothe,‘the Kiskapoéoke
and the Pique, the Piqua is said to be the division last form-

ed or imstituted.

¢l
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Shawnees cling to old Custons. ’
> L ] . A
The Shawnees cling to their old customs, seemingly more

o

.. reluctant to abandon their anvient riglits than any~pthep

-

civilized tribe. They regard their religious ceremonies of

Y

much importance and what is-knowiof their primitivi;belief
- 4 7 .
'indioates that their religion was originally a form of sun

‘wofship. 0f all the Indian languages the Shawnee is the most
expr&ssive,:stéfely, eloquenyﬁanéfgggntifdi. They have a folk-

-~
A

lore of beauty end value. Pefhaps no Indians, were supérior to

-

. . / . ‘ ,
the Shawnees in courage, the history of the Ohio valley abounds

in instancesbof their daring. The greatest Shawnes was Tecumseh;
. . . &

iho Prophet wag & remarkable man, by many believed to have been

. ' l’ 4 -
the moving 'spirit behind the schemes of {?cumseh,. He died in -

",
~ - . "\

Shawnee Township, Wyandotte County, Kensas, and is buried there.

\ ‘ . .
Yhile the Shawnees did not follow the warpath so persistsntly

as did the Delawares after the removal of these tribes to the

‘kensas River country, they pushed their forays to a distence

- IS
F

_ “of more than a thousand miles.

, hg_summer of 1837 a small gérty 61’ five or six Shawnees .

fell in with a large band of Yuﬁas,ncdr‘the\bastgrn borders of

the -“ocky Mountains south of the .rkensas .iver. 4t first they

- L]
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were rec;iveg yith évery demonstf?g%on of friendship but the

Tutas, embdldened‘nb'douhi,,byIghe soall number of their visitors,
" Tvery soon concluded to rélieyq them of wh fever surplus nroperty

théy miﬂhf e possessed, the shawnees, hqﬂever, mich to the

. P

astonishment of the marw@ﬁers,~inetead of quielly surr=ndering’
“ 1.

t;eir -00is nd chattels offered to defend lhem, upon which a

o

. -

skirmish ansued that actuslly cest the ~utas several of. their

men, including & favorite ciief, while the shavnees made their
. - ‘ g » e . .
Nad B3 : . . e =

a3zcape unhyrt toward theiyr eastern homes., -

H -

s . . o )
18 the 3Shawnees did'not.gb to liveyin the Indian .erritory

3

~

n1til 1”07 and later, the 3anta e Trail lay for » distance of

some sixty miles throush their, country. l.embers of the tribe

were engaged on the Senta Fe«Trail in. various cepocities, chief-

- v

1: =3 herders {or cattle snd horses gﬁd'as hunters, scdouts and

-

uards; they were faithful and trustworthy, T -7

. .

«

. . ~ -
Tradition of Shawnee-lelaware har. .

‘any vears a<o0 a bané of shawnee Ln%iéns occupied the
- Ll . g

country now included in the sta%@ of virsinia end coﬁtiguous

-

Eodntry and the Delawares’ occupied territory separated from

them by a river, pos:ibly the .otomac. The tribes lived in

: S 388

-
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friendly relation and often visited sach "Other. One day some

sShewnee vWwomen crossed the river tokine‘gg;awgrq side Lo gather
o F Vi » , hd

somé Herbs snd toots, allowing their children to remain'to play

‘with tha Delaware children while they wer - engased in their work,
X ) ]
The boysg, in their play, found s prethy prasshopper. This a
"N ’ .
“hawnze boy succeeded in cspiurihg, but a Delaware boy; claimed

. ' . . L) Ty .
it bhecayes it was caught in lLis territory. A quarrsl,followed

?

by a fight, was fthe result and the uslaware bLoys being mors

numerous, the 3hawnae lads wsre soon forced to fla¢ to their

, Y

» N - 1

mpthers for rrotection. The Shawnee womsl took uj the quarrel
7 their sons, but were soon foreea by tihe pelavare women to

recresd the river to their own territory. .s soou as tue Shaw-

14 -

nas men heard of>the trouble s number of the.r warTiors crossed

t> the Delaware side -to = venge thelr women ana bays, but the
. ! kY

-

Jalawares were too strong for them, andtuey lise th-=ir women,
hut g -flée for safety to their own side of the river. They
//_/ - - ’ .

were followsed by a superior force of Delawares and a battle

was fought in which the JSuewnees werse badly defeated. I'he
. P :

o

V4 S - . o,
velawares foliowsed up their victory with such energy and sug-

cess, that the Shawnees were cdmpe¢leg tu abandon their country.

. . . 4 .
- . ’
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They went westward, .jresumably to what is now the stale of

Ohio.

1

Shawnee Gouncil llouse # lansas .

& 13
Reverend .[acob Spencer, & mis~jonary among tLhe Shawness,

says, "When I was merking my home .with Charles Hluejacket and fam

1y, In the fall of 1854, | ggticed one day & lasrge pisce of- squar-

. . |
ad timber lying in his barn lot, having a turtle in relief on -

e

each of the two opposites sides. They were Lhe sizes of a large
land turtle, or tortoise, the work hnd been wolb-done. 1 asked

for an explanation and Bluejacket told ma‘tha&iﬁt was & post

from sn old council house, of the Shawnees that had stood on
Iiis lend where e~WBS vhen living, in Johnsou County, LKansas.

Most of the tribes have each & council house, that of the Shaw-

s — . I

naas was a hewn log building, erected by themselves about thirty

feet wideé and eighty -feet long and one story high, 1t contain-

-

od one apartment only, without either upper or under, floor.

a , ' .
I'here wag/door in each end, but no window except three small

holes on each side,'about as high as a man's head when seated, ’

resembling the apertures for the use of swall arms in a block

N B

house. Openings in the roof allowed the smoke of the fires
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*

on the sarth floor in the center to escape. jrﬁe roof was 8

kind of very ordinary shlngling, with boards. The only seat

wes a contlnuatlon ot hewn logs, layed along the walls. Thg' B

sides of the building were kept in place by cross beams, rest-
ing upon two rows of wooded pillows. On one side of one of
the pilibws, nearest on; of the<ioqrs, vwas carved in relief,
the ?igure of a ruttlesnake about fivé feet long, on the otﬁer
si@é'the likeness of a snake without the ratfle. On -two 6p-
posite sides of one of thé pillows, nearest the other doori

were carved in relief. uncouth resemblance of tgg human face,

* somewhat larger then life, partiall& raintéd, and with a twist

of tobacco tied to the pilldﬁ crossing, immediately above each
figure. On sach of two opposite sides of a pillow, in the in=-
terior, were carved a&s above, the figure of & turtle, colored

s0 as to increase the resemblance of the lving animal, metal
was inserted for eyes. -,

+

' . e

The Calling of an Asssmbly of
= Confederated Tribes. .

[
~

-0ften, if not genef%yi§’or universally two or more tribaes

of Indians were united in & confedsracy for mutual protectiom;

& -
I ~
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gs for war or other purposes. biseting of these confederate

tribes, when pxigencies aross were necessary for the gather-

&

ing of war parties or the consideration of subjects of general

warfare. Any ' tribe could call a meeting, yhen‘iﬁ aﬁyearm§

~ %

necessary. Sufficient messengers wers select;d and a string
given to each one, containing a kﬁot for each day intervening
betwesn the time of calling, and the time of meeting. The
first day tﬁe messengér passed th?ough tge tribe, o whom he
bore ﬁhc‘message, sﬂowing th; string with the knoté, ané giv-

'ing fhé_place of meeting. Uhe next morning before sta?tipg

on his way he would cat off one knot, and 80 on each day un- -

'til his work of notificatibn had Séen compleéed.

Feasting of Guests.
- .
®

One of the ancient cusfoms of the Shawness, as well as
1] . S .

¢

the other Indian tribes was bd‘always place food before a

3 . . - » 2 R A
visitor on his arrival, 4t any hour, day or night, as soon
~— N ¢

as a friend entered the wigwam the women would immediately
set about the preparation of & meal for the guest, This same
gusst may have just feasted with another friend, but this wuld

n '\ . .
.form no, excuse for refusing to eat again. smong some of the

.
~
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tribes this custom worked:both embarrassment and hardship

on the early missianary, Qho was expected to ea£ with every
, ’
family he visited on the roynds of his psstorel calls amd
thé more he ate the better was his standing with his host.
E;en after the Indians becametweii-civilized they sgemad
to cling to this oldﬂ custom.
-,

In the summer of'laﬁﬂ, when ieverend .;pencer was h;IEB

ing & camp meeting at the Chawnee liisaion'he sauid to one of

<
~

his léuding members, *Brothér Eumpk%n, t?é meet ing has bewn
éoing 6n noﬁ for sevaral days Snd you Qéve ngb nsked #ie to
ot with you." He replied, "My brother, the meeting has.
been going on for several déys and you have never céma bo,ﬁy
tent to eat with me." On agking him if tﬁat was the custom,
e said it was, that lndians di;;noﬁ ask ééoplc to sat with
Lhem, but that‘&nyone,Who'éamé;wgs considered a f riend th‘
if they did not come éhey were not regarded as 8 friena. 1
then explained our custom to him and also made an appoinymént
" t0 dine with him,“ﬁhich appoigﬁﬁppt 1 kepﬁfﬁhd wa s revarddd

o

with a most excqllént’meai, and his.friendsﬁip.
. [

-
. : kg
. . . "
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LW BELa6 LD

-

)
N
v

- 2 N
He suia thav there hea Yeen quite u (ub 01 sicrlmss 4L Jhiteday's

» -

-

g fwmily,. und some vasitors w Lluack Lo0ulis,villuge told someone of

the sidkness. The visitars were tolu that gince ~hited

.

ay had be-

?
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come a Christian he had neglectéd his deed kinfolks and for

that" neglect {hey were made sick. On~their return they

~ told Whiteday yhat the heatzen Shewnees had said.//ﬁe then,

a secluded ‘

part of his house to appeése the anger of the departed.

7
v

The Creasn Corn Dance.

-
£ -

No one was allowed to use any corn, even from his own
. . ,,\. , [
field, until the proper authority wes given. vhen the corn

was sufficiently advanced for use, the one who had the au-
- - LS

~ thority fixed the date for tie corn feast and dance. On this

AN

roccasion great guantities of roasting-ears were prepered und

all ate as freely ag'tﬁey desired. Aafter this ;eést all could
have what they wished from the fields, this we.s rrobubly the
mo st highly-est;emed feast festival. “Jery properly it might
;; called thefeast of'all feasts., snother feast was held- but
probably not so universally in the fall, a feastjof ingathar:
ing uand 'one, in the spring.

?he'Bréad Dance

In the fall of each year a certain number of men were

' [t - .
sent out on a hunt. They stayed three days, on the third day
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The Indisng rhen aap -0 <roLd . Lbes | pecaras coVasdolls i

- | | .
sangy «ng then ss' down =and tha me' U sapn Leo o were | sssen .

¢

+

ayouna. This apded Lpe el a0us part oa b fenst, o oal Ll wes

vervy solemn duvrin bthic yevys of Lee“earsaon Wl wlter Lhas.
. ' ) -N ‘ ~
they coula frolie sl they rie oo o womel tro LLeIT peattle

N . 3

coat s decorstad.vith siiver bDroocha. wbd wool Si. Lhe oright.

colorsd’ hand}gerdhi:af‘s thev couln. [che men wera dressed ik

- -
- .

buekskir leggings sid MOSChinahn, wil7. (80 auld & loin cioth )

and blenkei . . J

lo
.

The _tom; ﬂ&nce.

This dance wis similsr to thd breud pance only instead

ox

of the meat ana the bread they bad| piles of rossbing ears.

'In the 'spring of the year all of the Indiand got together and

-
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planted corn, some dropped the graiﬁ thle others covered

it. when this was done they had thelr geme of ball, xt was .-
6 .
played like our football rather a combination of footbell,

¢

the men on one side and the women on the other. The women

were allOWGd to ruh with the pall and throw it bu‘ the men

had to kick it. uefore the- game began a rope wes stretched .nd

L asch playeg had to put someihipgw( as a wager ) on it a . -
. ring, string of beads, handkerchiaf, etc. wWhen thé geame wus

over all-these things were given to.the winning side and each

piaye;\§?t back his or her own article and .the other'man's\'
* ~ \'\ . N ‘. v

trophy. They always stopped playing before sundown.. :They

s : ) ' ) U
_ were superstitious and thought that if they played until after

& -

sundown somegne woulu “be crippled. . o e
4 Religious Custom. ..
- Pocams nf‘ b . - 0

Another religious practlcqf—he Shawnees which wes observed

once & year ‘was as follows: the-women cérried wood and made & ’

. ) " ‘ R ., ) N N . » .
big fire. A% midnighﬁ the chief brought out a mysterious bun-
" dle and took from it some great long feathers. The men dregsgd

'S 14 b e

themselves in these, putting them in their long hair an sang..
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e . .

If while they waféfsinging, they could hear the mother -

spirit sing, that was fhe’sign the world was not coming
‘to an end that yesr. T

. .
Indian Festivals

The Indian festivals bear & striking reseiblance

-

to those of the Jews, particularly the festival of tae.
indiens which occurs at the use of the first ripe fruit

of the season.' They have three festivals of tEY  charac-

\

A}
P

.ter in the course of the year end éach is evidently pro-

. duced by causes perfectly natural., The firat occurs in

. 2. -~
the cgpmencement of the summer, when the people, after a
S ~. . . q
sepération from their villages, and after wandering in an

- pry

unsettled condition during the cold. season, commonly in

small‘&gﬁached parties, return to plant their vegetables

«

ani to commence the culture of their small patches.,

—

? 1

'~ 'The second occurs at a time when their corn, soft

in the ¢ar, becomes eatable end the third takes.place : fter |
they. hai§'g&thereq thefruits ofs their fields, at the com-

S . ' ' .
. mencement of cold we&sther, when they are again about to

’xseﬁarate on their wf%%er's vanderifigs . They like all other

T o e v,-—";‘ . -
. z . 3 . B N B
. h .
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preople, are socisl.beings and after a separation {rom kin-

‘dred ‘and ac,quaintar;ces for eight months, are ’ha;»py to see
K3 L ) b4 e

~ . ¢ach other 8% t ne common place of annual meatings. and from
- . :
the same principle ithar festive jarties woulo bes induced in
civilized society, under circumstances a: nearly similar :s
~ > e - . ’ _—

we could expect.to.occufr, t:a lnaiens coileal to talk, to . -

make sye-ches, to e t, beasl th-ir drums, rattle their gouras,
. P

“sing =nd d+nce. Their feasts or dsnces hajpen fre uently and”

depend om. the disvosition of an ina:vidusl to emjoy + svcial

° - -

z . ’ - A 2-
“interview with, Lis friends, bul s festival ai meeting in the

8y ring season. is observed s« a national gffair. 4 second

remuler nationsl meetdng is «xpected when, #ftera season of -

fFracter sca,rc'ity, which 1s that between asssembling sl the .

— . - —_— oo

village in the spring and when they can gather enough from -
. . * q

! ~ 3 .
their fields for & plentiful feast. Zesl is given to 4his

nccusion and the hilarity promotea by music, G&Rcing, etC.

In the autumn they again assemble for the parties to.take.

% e

leave of éa@othe;r and tuet a smil{ar'}.‘ea.st should occur

.

L2

218 rarfectly natural. . . ) ) e

’ N ” - "/-'7

i - . o N »
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. 4 Scrap of Folk-Iore

(/ﬁGharles Bluejacket was once asked how friends and

- -

neighbors eﬁtértainad sach other when they were together.

He said sometimes’ by telling jokes on each other and this
{

L4 : v

is one of his jokes.

.

*4 long time.ago a wildcat pursued a rabbit and was

about -to catch him when the rabbit ran into a hollow tree.
"o

The wildcat vook a position in f?ont Qf, uhe entrance and

nlo

Vold the rabblt that he would Temaln there until the rab-

- ve

. bit from hunger would be induced to come out, that he need

not think of escape. After a time the rabbit ssid he would

“~

come out and let the wildcat meke & meal of him, on one eon-.”’

dltlon and that was, that t he w1]acat should make a flre

in front of the tree, saym—g— that ac snop @ ﬁ-—hﬁé af coa'lq

sufficient to roast him had been prepared he would come out
and be roasted, that he did not wémt to be eaten raw. The

cat bullt the fire as dlrec ed and when the sticks were burn-

s 1nto coals he settled hiﬁséii,gn hls héﬁﬂcﬁééi&ﬁd hotgfied

¥

the rabbit that all was ready. whereat the rabﬁﬁt gave a spring

striking all of his feet into the coals and knockiné them into.

‘.. . - . -
o

the face and over the breasﬁ of the wildeat and then escaping.

[y
PR
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/ This burned the hair on the cat's breast and when it grew out

1t was white. This is why the wildc&t has white spots upon its -

Q

-

breast.
. -~

- The joke is épparent,when it is understood that all

Indigans belong to different cians and that'Bluajacket was &

e

member of the REbLIt Clan and told this joke at the expense |

" of the members of the ¥ildecat Clan, who happened to be present

o

¢
s .
o T a -

on the occasiOn% . A s
o . R
The Origin of the Lickapoos

"In the early ans ten Shawnees went on a beé?‘hunt,

and wers gone for many days. Jhen the hunt was finished

- 4%$y-ﬁadq3—&s~was their custom, a Bear's Foot Feast. With

-

’”,-»“ﬁﬁéﬂinQiahs'ihé bear's féet, especiaiiy the fdf@féet;.afg

& great delicacy. when Indisns went on a hunf the feet of

. ths bears kilied were carefully saved for the feast, which
' P ’

> ~was held at’ the temminatiaon ©f the hunt. The féet, as was

-~

. the“Gustom, were put,_into a kettlie and hung over & fire to. ___

Lo

ook for'tgg fegst; it took quite a time for thLem to cook
.o : . C. L A
&5 1t does hog's feet. ‘iihile they were copking the hunters °

& ”»
N »

. lay down to sleep{‘ﬁhrééfbﬁ ene side of the fire and sevén

[y .. [
- » ' .
o d - .

-, "
-
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on -the other. Sbﬁetimﬂ in the nighc one of the seven men
awoke and examined the feet to gses,if. they were cooked

enough to eat buﬁffinding they were noi, lay down again

s

ané went to sleep. After somatime one of the three awoke ..

-
-

and examined the feet ﬁb see if they were sufflclently done '

end found'they were. Lie aroused his two companions and they

’
4

'long,after that one of the seven examined the féet, end found

, A

_them reudy to be-eaten, He aroused his friends and then the

1

three on the opposite side of the fire end told them to geﬁ

"up and they would have their feast. The thrée men told him

tg;; they had had all they wanted and” that the seven ceuld

LY

!
have what was left. .50 they began to eat but soon dlscovered

thelr companlons had eateﬁ*tho forefeet and had left only the

ate all they wanted and again lay down and went to sléep. Not

Q\

/

small hlnd feat for trem. Ihls made the.seven so-angry~that

A

they drove the others from\gsmp, forblddlng them ever o re-
/
turn to the Shaynee crrbe.. So they went off to. themselves,

and from them orlginatea the hlckapoo trabe. e

N .
~‘.. . . ~n ' \
- - ~ ‘

=% %hy tha Deer has a Short Tall

N
v e
e =

ks O

.uﬁi ”039; there was a brcther and 81ster, who lived alone

e 0
3 s "4

dne ﬁneir lodge. The brother said ons mornlng, 'I want tof o
S . " \ i . - <

LY AL IR N, ise . ‘ K3

PRS ® e e s .es . . i

b S tee P . ' N
e !
» L ) »
- . FARE R ey .

g
.
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o hunt f'or uegnua‘r have sume /neab e put sume wuter ih @&

“ d ’.. ‘I-’"rbf-'. f‘ }

» hsll 1-11-%;1/5 eornmr o‘{' ‘Hr 1}{1‘ lodge ana mm hm sia’oar not «¢
3

[ ~e 'to‘l »w,., ’ : » gee [
~ e : cwo.p .
G 'to ﬁrirﬂ" 117; 1or S Fra w&;avokjﬁad wm Leeput® hunting t

"~ o I‘ l e
L 2 -~
',e i u ‘-\, ‘. ) o -

. L aees vids .o,

. Water wonld u,mn rnd Gand thus give’ h,ﬁr Wit g, | Th tell~
> e ree e . O' ‘,_ . '{ .“ “0 ~a’® L

- .fr.

- s har nog fr’) 530'13 the little parsof S corr., he" wem, off in—

g re -
2.8 ye - [ ] .' - ° 9' hd ‘ .o
e - Y . . e
.. .. . fe | . .o

N L . . . LN
) ‘r,o;_’f_.he forast. . . . ’® .-
* e Ve ' . S O e
S -ee e - ".-' - * -e- ‘.’;‘.‘ . &g °

caf&er, har bmf,'bmr we.m. Akete Lhre irl- begem, to Lilink,

3
¢
.0,

-

- - 7% .. ’ -
« oo Y

. what 18 the mystery about ‘this- 180&m, t.haf Je shmllu vot.pop

. o
e R
: - ' - ‘e ]

~ it? 1 am going to seen. 3 af‘ter a whlw sl got’ *dov . bhe

‘P, e . p.

Little ears of corn ana shnl)erz Ua k@rl)ﬂi\.}[ OT . e cob, and

. .
e
«® .

bagan ‘bo 103} tha corm. AV puped nnd tia -ru tie grains ba-

.
- . PN -0
. .. ® %, -0

. %

came large and white and 1t smelle. f{u.ud. .,ha popeSd and
. . - _ ~ .

e ﬁo;&’;‘%ﬁ and the Little lodge became i’uxle;r am fulier of % &

» .. ..

.. S kb SIS T —rrerstetn—arrpeToea srre‘?ras —

[ . : L S TR

crowdad back against the wal .",. Then she‘.‘meam Mu;'-'doar com- ’
, ing, for they esmeueci ule com ~nu Lﬂe\, \.rumma uj to the

. . ? * e ® ; .-
dog'r ana began to eut. .W;e uo'er ca.me.,.iu.hc ahnd ')Jb, zmc.
ot ’ ¢ - . -e s
they ale ana ate untll flnallj thay %xad eace.n &J.l {he corn.

Then they Iookeu around o see .if"tnare was anything else - .

. they coula eat. .'i‘he girl had hidder under # 'skin in the .
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s cornar bt thay wev Lheskin move gnd thev Lold her Lo cows

«

. , ot . —~ .
At . - Phean thav Jut, hapr on .the horns of l,hr_s bLig desr, and
o ) . ) T \ o~
1,};05.\1‘;13’i wani, off togatha, tLia b!M dear [1vet nno st the ,
» /\ .

[y

rart following. ' . ~

when t1a bhrmthar eame bhaeol s saw whonl Ghe hnd dobe sano” L

cnlied und two bhie binck smaken came Lo ned; Lam fanu L:s 8L8UBT.
. . 7~ -

' <

4

He amia, TPt vour teebtl, tofsthnr aud bei. me [ine m, sister.”
1 . .

.

. . Iy

-
-

1 he «'.]n.nu sng earriad Ldm fast Lo find s s1@sler. shej~were

e
. . -~
irif. They knew Lhe we, Lns deck weoih g {Uli0wed”
hhe AV 81 irib. they knew Lhe wh ne Y Lok b Las
5 v - ’
.
. \ : “. .
- derswpg nixt oo, bhe ness o Lo oo T uhie Lo, ‘- «
- .
. .-
* - -
p ' . s ..
.- whe h des 5 ~ TN § S AL st . VO e, arata B0l .
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: i
to answer any question they sée fit to propose, In the evening
€ - % Pa

: i
they make a small enclosure ty'stending u. four poles stuck in

- )

" the ground, to thend eight or %en fect high, =nd place them

.
>

in a squsre from tﬁo feet ty three feet. .he irophet sSets inside

~f thls, when tne lndians wrap Dganhets around the Doles so as 19

9

enclose it pe” actly tluhtNQLl arbund, with no holes, exqert in’

3

the top.

e ‘
E

~

. "The prophet commences by rufﬁllnc a rou*a and singing [or

‘- b‘

verhans an hour. .hen he stops St¥un e unasual souzds%are neard
1

within, .he house besins to.shake and reel very rapldly. Dif-

ferent spirits enter *nd hold 2 loud convers-tion with the prophet.
3 Vannd

. v

They converse freely on iliz subject of the sickness of the Derson,

Zor vhom he is now acting, .nd jnfprm‘the ;rophet whether or‘nqt

"the cerson will recover. 3Some of the prophets seem to possess the

..

nower Oof ventrilogquism. the spirit of many kinds of living crea-
t1~es enter, and esch holds & conversation with the prophet. ihe

) . SR Y
Indians surround the house and hear the ,various sounds, at the

top of the enclosuTe, while the voice of the prophet is on the -
~round. Jhis is xept up s@metimes. until after midnight."

'
o s .
' . ?
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‘he ancient eligion of the Shawnees.,

the Indian relizion w.s very simple and their creed a

short one., Ihey believed in - great first cause -as the siv-
er of life :nd the Creator of «ll thinss, (he .reat jpifit,
and that worship und adorution should be pai¢ to him.

they believed in immogﬁality of the soul,'of a fﬁtqﬁe-
exigtence in vhat is ,cgerally spoheh of us the "happ; huntigg

- s . . R

groundﬁ.' .heir idew of the future sLode of all Indians was
hat 1t possessed all that w.s desirable in this life, with

°©
7o

none of the world's evils; a land where there was to be no

<
¢

sickness, death or enemi€s and where game wus inexhaustible.

3

-

.heir religious wor?hip consisted mainly of feasts and dances.
s11 annual dances weTe acts of worship. im addition to these .

fixed .easts .nd dances, there was a dance precedinz an at= -~

.. N ]

A -

tack on an enemy <nd a similar one _receding a hunt. in these
- [ S . .

o
she aid of the .reat 3pirit was invoked, and an omen of good
Ny

inxiously looked for. ..f instead of an omen for good, there

-
’

wWas an omen for evil, the contemplated enterprise wo .ld-be
: » . . §

4

-

—_
abandoned., . -
' ' Y N

[ 2

[here were times, in Whieh a prayér w:s made to the .reat

ipirif, just’as'the'hb%%ut Christien prays to his .sather in

R -~
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purpose of searching for the rmrave of the gh/whee Irophet, Ten=-

‘ squa-ta~wa., Pluejacket had l.een absént from that country for

twenty-five jyearg and the ~roftth of trees and the cultivation

of the land by the white mn hnd so chanced the country that
/ ‘ < -

ar'ter hours of efrort he was unahle to Ibﬁsfg/}t. Jhe prophet

w25 buried o mile or so sonth or southwest of argentine, neayps

P

the “yandotte County line. Catherine Profit, a daughter, had

for her allotment the southeast quarter of the southéast.quar'

-

terr, of the northeast quat ler, of section 5&, township 1 3outh,

¢ A

/-

ranze &5 Jast. .ecause of exposure at that time everend 3lue-

iacket ‘cau~ht a cold nd died Octobér‘ag,‘18u7, while in his

s~
o

eihtieth year.
SR _

kS F N T eem .- R R - — -
in November, 137, on the Shawnee reservation in lansas

the Shawnee Prophet, Ten-squa~ta-wa,’died, We was reputed to he

R 409

a2 twin brother of Tecumseh, he had been sick several weeks when

he- sent for a gentleman connected with the paptist miséign to
. , \\. i

visit and prescribe for him. The missionary was accompanied by

- -~ -

:Doe To 4 Schute, of w“estport, Missouri, also an.interpreter,.

who conducted them by a winding bath, through the woods till
. ' ' -
- )

T

-

X,
3,

N

' ', . » 3
they deigended a hill at the bcttom of which, secluded apparently
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frqm'all the @orld, was the prophet's towm. Huts built in
the ordinary Indlan style constituted the entlre ettlement.
The house of the prophet was not alstluguiahecatall from -

the others. 4 low portico, covered with bark, which they

.

were oblized to stoop to'pass under was erecté& before it,

<

Half-starved dogs greeted tham Qith a growl as they entered.

t

“ha interior of the house, Wn? 'was lighte. only by the
lm1f-open door, showed at first view the taste offone who

‘bated civilization. Two or three pldtforms built -:gainst

" the wall &erved the purpose of bedsteads, covered vith blane-

kets and skins, 4 f:w ears of corn and a cuantity of dried

___pumpkins were han?lnomgpggdleguoyerh:aa¢~ﬁd fekulmplenents

-

" of savage domestlc as wooden spoons and trays, pipes, ete., .

-

—d—
~ Lay scattered about the floor,‘everyth;ng indicating poverty.

In. one corner of the-room sn apology for a fireplace containe

~

ted a‘platform.of split lozs elevéted about 2 Toot from the

floor and coverbd with'a blanket. This was the bed of the

) ’ ‘/‘; A%
_prdﬁgét, hc was fallen, savage greatnéss. It was thé‘specp_”

- tucle of a man whose word was once law to numerous trlbes,

now lylng on a miserable pallet, dyinv in povorty;gneéibctOd

-«
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by all but‘his owm family. when fhey ajppronched him he drew

.- aside his blwket ond they discoverdd a form swaciated in the -

¢
3

extreme, but-ibe brotd-proportion ofimhich indicated tﬁnt it
had once been %héseat oflaréqt strengtﬁ. llis countenance was
sunken and hacgard btut arpegred to exgibit Qomething of the
3991 within. They iﬁﬁui?ed of his symptoms shich he related
ﬁarticularly and then they proposed to do something for his
yelief. He rcpiied that hewas w}ll%na to submit to medieal
trettment but was just then engéged in contemplation or stuéy
ns thevin£erpretnr e¢1lled it and he feared the operation of

1

medicine minh? interrupt his train of reflection, He said
his study vould occupy three days longer, after which he should
be olad to see them azain., ,Accbrgingly in three days they again

r L4
went to his cabin but it wasi\too late. He was specchless and

<

avidently beyond the reach c¢f humen assistencse, that sameiday

he dio@.

»

The history of the prophet, up until the ..ivil War was

v

often told. when in conjuncﬁion with his brother, Tecumseh, s
he was plotting a union of all the indian nations of the coﬁ-‘
tinent against the growing powers of the United States and

&£ .
. prauched, as he alleged, with a direcﬁcomﬁnnicgtion from
'ﬁ“ * . . t . .

: -
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- Hemaven, hia influence wad winrkomnded. bany triles bherides the
. R 4 . s . . . .

Shawneag heliaved in bLim, 1wt the obhavm wac v prraat mﬂépuvn
~? . . «

hraken hvy +he di p;ix:a;fr‘(\liq reaanlte o the babbte of Tippecniom,.
3 ) . S
. . .
The Tndiana enra~ad in i batiis coith 211 the andingigam
. :
that surarefition monld inopive, aenurec v the prophst that

L1

he had vowaer 6 clunere the power of the whilen Lo ashes.,

Tan~gmia-ta-wa, who pogsessed in an eminent desres that

com * -
1 4

part of valor called prudence placed himssl{ on an emlnehcs, T

. out of harslg way” nd encourazed his wen, sin.in., snd dsneing

$0 conciliate the favor of the ‘reat .pirtt, tud all in vain. .

The Indisns were killed in grexi numbrrs and the reputation

. Moo L - N o S e e S

of the prophet sank, nevar 4o riéa ggain, after that war; &
the prophet never figureﬁ at 1l sgain, he seems to have live.
ed in obsourity, always keering a small, but decrcaéiqg band

around bim. He maintained his charact»r till the lsst, pro-

(

feséing to hold continuul intercourse with Heaven wund mpposiné

every encroachment of civildization-upon "the venerzted customs

v

* of his forefathers. He hated the whites, their language, their

que of life.  He understood English, it is gaid, but would never .
. ®
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ff‘%ﬁ§peak a word of it, Nothing vexed him more than the operations
of the missions .nd their success in introducing the Christian

religion wnd civilized artse- He was frequently known when an

» . . . -

assembly had met for worship to stand before the door and inter-
rupt the meeting by noises, sometimes sinking_the,dignity of

the prophet in very qnbecoming acts to effect this%purpose. ' e

% a

Among his pretentions was that of skill in medicine, or

L,

rather in healing; for his means of cure was mostly conjurations

?

and ceremonies, deriving -their efficiency from divine intgr;{Qﬁw

c(
l

position, A Shavhee of intelligence and piet&# ;ieiﬁgng to the -
imnortﬁniﬁy of friendé who Lfd faith in the brophet once called
on hzm to administer rellef to two of his children. . rthe prophet #¥'
told him he would visit them but he must first teke time to dream:ﬂ
.gcordin&ly he retired to his pallet and a:ter a nap in which he
communed with fhe sreat Spirit he Hgétened to commmicate the

result of this revelation, assuring the parenté that the pre-

=

scriptlons of the Deity himself must 1nfallibly succeed, The

children, however, died and the parentd faith in the prophet

was probably buriedq with them. He always malntained that he

would never die. Seéveral times during his last sickness he

*

A

\
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syooned ana was thought to be dead, hs took advuntage of
. { - - . .

4 L

Vo . ) *
these occasions and assured his followers that he agtually

died temporéirily but was'resfored aghin by divine.béwer.

'
v



