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. V^.": TiiElK
THSIH THAI) IT IONS ANiJ FUJJ\-JJO:V; •

From Informat ion put he red' by the f
work»r, whil« H .VUIR a m o n g ^ J
from r«lntivf»s of ]«Ha-sr8 now d«Bii

It is not my purpose to writs' H history of the ohawaee Tribe

of Indians, but simpl;, ^° flece on roconi H few tlitn^e concerning

their habits ann traditions s*hiel» 1 have gathered while living

Ê nong them, aftf»r tl.eir removal to the Indian Territory from their

reservation in ^ansae. The Slmwneea ra&cie tla& move out of Kansas

dating from LH68 to 1J.<71. Some of the leaders, including tnreo
a-

«wc*ohlefs of the^shaAne© Tribe/ togeth«x* with a small band of

a+ came OIL dovm tc the Territory a** eaxly aa 186at selected.

land and went back for a time. rh«sa three chiefs, Charles

Bogors, Johnson Blackfeather and Jyrus.^* Gornatzor, settled in
»»' ' " ' '

my iimaediate noigdiborhood before \ waa born and i grew up with

thm. and atvlBen4«d the same school with their chilu^on.

UIJ© first* school x ever . attended wa3 e-stablishaa by ^mpv

Bogers, brother, of Chief, -rtogersr It was a national schoolestablished through the Ciierokee National school board, i t was

%hp $&g%T& d<^dol fSkXtd. waa l o c a t e d vOIL .Sabin Ci?«eic, neajr
• (
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where the b a t t l e of Cabin Greek was fought.

For much of the information herein given I airf indebted, to

the Reverend Sdott Thompson, of .»eloh, now edjLtur of the .teloh

iatollman, who came into possession of some Shawnee history through

of S a l l i e Gore, daughter of the Reverend Charles dLu&-

., a lso an honored ex-ohief of the Jhawnee -Tribe, who s e t -

tied near the town of Bluejacket in '1871. Chief blusjacket was

the oldest of the. Shawnee Indians to remove to the Indian T e r r i -

tory, and l e f t more information concerning t h e i r custom's and

t radit ions than any of the other chiefs*.

_ -^ % Charles Bluejacket the~famous

Shawnee Chief.

Through the kindness of Mrs. Sal l ie Gore, daughter of

Heveread Charles Bluejacket, of Bluejacket, the folios ing sketch

of the l i f e of Chief Charles Bluejacket and his descendants was

given to Reverend Jacob Spencer, of J l a t e r , Missouri, a missionary

to the Shawnee T#4M, abouj, the year of l©07^ ^ • .
t . v

I t sterne to have dropped out of the memory of the present

generation of men, if i ndee^ i t was ©ver generally known^ that

Chief Bluejacket was a white man. He was Virginian by b i r th ,
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one of a l a rge "family of brothers and s i s t e r s , many Of whom

se t t l ed in Ohio and Kentucky a t an ea r ly day and many descend-

ants of whom res ide in t h i s s t a t e . (Ohio) His name was Manna-

duke. Van Swerangen,! cannot now r e c a l l the given, name of h i s

fa ther , o r the pyLace of h i s n a t i v i t y , except i t was in Western

Virg in ia . He had b ro the r s , John,. Vance, Thomas, Joseph, Stee l

and Gharles; one s i s t e r , Sarah-and perhaps more. Marraaduke

' was captured by the Sb&wnea Indians ( when but with a younger

brothel on, a hunting expedi t ion, sometime during the Havolution-

ary ."•ar. He was about seventeen years of age when taken and a

stout , hea l thy , wellr developed and ac t ive youth and became a -

model of manly a c t i v i t y , s t rength and symmetry when of f u l l age .

He and a younger b ro the r were together when captured and he agreed

to go with h i s cap tors and become,naturalized among them, provided

they would allow h i s b ro ther to^re tu rn home in sa fe ty . Th i s p ro-

posal was agreed t o by h i s cap tors and carried, out in good faith '

by both p a r t i e s . When captured Marmaduke,'or Duke, as he was

famil iar ly .called waa^dressed i n ' a blue l i n sey blouse o r hunt ing

sh i r t from which garment he ..took h i s Indian name, Bluejacket .

During h i s boyhood he had formed a strong t a s t e for the

savage l i f e as exemplified in the h a b i t s arid customs of the wild
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American Indian and frequently expressed'his determination,

that when he attained manhood, he would take up his abode

wi'th*. some Indian t r i b e . I am not able to f ix the exact

date of t h i s transaction,, except by approximating i t by

reference to other events. I t i s t r ad i t iona l ly understood

that I.!iarmaduke was taken by the Indians about three years

before the marriage of h i s s i s t e r , Sarah, and she was mar-

ried in the year of 1781. Although we have no positive in-

format ion of the fact , t rad i t iona l or otherwise, yet i t i s

believed xhat the band o-r t r i b e , with which Bluejacket took

up .his residence,.lived at that time on the Scioto River,

somewhere between Ghilicothe and Ci rc l ev i l l e .

After arr iving a t h i s new adopted home, Marmaduke, or

31uejacket, entered with such a l ac r i ty and cheerfulness into

a l l the habi t s , sports and labors of h is associates and h«

soon became very popular among them, so much-was t h i s the

case that before he was twenty-five years of age he was

chosen chief of h i s t r i be and as. such took part in a l l . t h e

councils and campaigns of h i s time. He took a wife of the -

Saawnee Tribe and reared several children, but only on© son
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who was ca l led Jim Bluajacket and was r a t h e r a d i s s i p a t e d . w i l d

and r e c k l e s s fe l low, who was q u i t e well-known on the upper Miami

River during and a f t e r t h e #a r of 1812. He l e f t a family of

seven ch i ld ren , four .sons and t h r e e daughters who noved to t h e

Kansas r e s e r v a t i o n , and l a t e r to the Indian T e r r i t o r y ; They

were Nancy, George, Betsy, ftenry, John, &ate and Char les ,

Bluejacket t o Kansas in 1832.

Charles Blue jacke t , son of Jim Bluejacket was born in what

i s now the s t a t e of Michigan in 1816 and moved from Ohio t o t h e

. Shannee r e s e r v a t i o n , in Wyandotte, Kansas, in 1832, under the

conduct of t h e Nat iona l Governnisnt.. He was well educated^ hav-

ing at tended t h e Quaker'Mission school , i n t e l l i g e n t and h igh ly
X'

intellectual and in al l respects, feature, voice, contour and

movement, except as to his darker color was an emet facsimile

of the Van Sweran^gens. ~At an early date h£ was converted from

heathe'nisjn to ChriVfcianity and united with the Methodist Mission.

During his long life he was a faithful, consistent and courageous

Christian! his brother, Henry fcas also a member and an official

in the Methodist Church, but died early'in l i fe . « —
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Charles Bluejacket moved from Kansas ^to the Indian Teri^i-

tory in 1871, Ta nd' set t led near the present town of* Bluejacket

and died there October 29, 1897, at the age ©f eighty-one years.

Charles Bluejacket was married three times, he hadisix sons

and one daughter by, h is f i r s t marriage who lived to years of

maturity. '£hey fere Sally, David, Price K., Willis G., Silas J i . ,

Henry C. and Richard M. By h i s second wife, he was the father.,

of Mrs. Cora B. Haggerty, Mrs. Mary B. Sharp, Lucinda, Amanda

and Lewis Bluejacket, a l l of Bluejacket. .

Mrs. Sally Gore •

Sally Gore, who furnished much of the information about

her famous fathej>*as well-known to me. *"l grew up with her

children and also most of her brothers and s i s t e r s . Sally was

an in te l l igen t , well-educated woman, the oldest child of the"

Reverend Cbs rle.s Bluejacket and reared a_ fine family of ohi l -

\ - ' • -

dren. Sally was bprn in Johnson County, Kansas, January 7, 1844,

attended the shawn ĵe Mission school in Kansas for eight years"

and also attended the Independence, Missouri college.
\ • " • • • - * »

On November "10; 1858, she was married to a prominent, young

attorney, Jonathan Gore, who came from Kentucky and they are the
\
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'parents of six children, a- daughter who was, born 'in'lB6O and .
• - . • - ; • - ' : ' - ' " • • •

died in iyO3, I did not know. The others are Kattie,-H. Blake,''"'

Mamie, Daisy and Jonathan J r . -Mrs., Gore's htisband died at " *-'%•.

Bluejacket July^lH, 1906,-and I^irs. Ga're lived for several yea>s-

after that date, the exact date Dt her death'.I -do. not know. Tbreo •
• . , . ' •

of her chj-ldrenlare s t i l l l iv ing. All of kiss. Gbrers.p\m brothr

/•are dead, a half-brother, Lewis, and-,two half^s'ist'ers, i-.Irs» .Gora
' ' • , . ' • ' - - " - * . • • * • • . •

B. Haggerty and 2«rs.' Mary B. 'Sharp, s t i l l l ive at Bluejacket.
/ ' . - . . ' * • ' . ' ' . ' . ' . . - . •

' • *•' Bluejacket%ts Ance^stors War Chiefs • t

Gharles Bluejacket's gi-andfather-,. whose Indian narae''wa,'s -
* • * . ' • * • •

.'.eh-yah-piU-ehr- jSelikrwah, itieariing"]|luejacket was a fauous war
• * • • * *

r'chief and -was"in the ba t t l e in -wJucirGeneral Ilarm&s was defeated,
<» " - - vS - — ; . *

in 1790./ In "the-battle in .v/hich Qeneral ^nthony iisyne- defeated - -
* * • - . - - - ' — . . - - t r \ - ; ' " ' " • • ,\-.> ' • • ' • - • ' .

the Northwest Confederacy Indians, in 1794, Captain Bluejacket.

- coniittanded the a l l ied forces.- .Gharles SLuejaeket's ancestors -'- .

t -were war- chiefs," but never village* or « i v i l chiefs .unt i i -af ter

the xemoval^f, the t r i b e to sthe'west. • His father, was probably
. •*-.' ^ . I - - ' ' • • . ' : • - • '-•-.:•

•the f i r s t c i v i l chief of the Xamily. Gharles Blue'-jacket i n - /•', ,
^ • - • . • * . \ . . ' •

'•fherited a l l the npble t r a i t d .Qf character of h i s grandfather, .•
- • • - " - > _? *• •• ^

he was licensed ttfj/pfeach in"lB5^ and continued to preach u n t i l .
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-the time of his depth in
^ * * " ^ * # « • • *

-." A . f a v o r i t e hymn .of Blijej '-icketAa s-na %\.<* on*1 > h i c h w>f^

' l a r g e l y i n s t r u n o p t H l . in h i s c-n ivers i^ i i" w- f- t ' t i" farm L i a r hymn

f)f Isaac , . . R t t e ; . ,'.'*> ' ^ ,

A ! P s Mnd riid'my S a v i o r . ' b l e e u , 4

'* " A • ' - o ' ' ' . > , •,

^ voula .He devo te th ' i t , sacreu iie^.-c,-

1 ' ?o.r- such JJ.VOTO "as I . . • •

f The f o l l o w i n f t - i s b'r.e y e r s e * i n the ;,hav.nee l anguago ,

Ivrj-ie;- clie r<n ce t& ha,- ' i>

«- '• •- Ch« ns mo -si t.i we
r-

, - . , ' • • ' " ,

. \ 'Ma-. ci\'Ke na'niS us ifi t i

-''-.''..'"' • a ' t i u a .Lfc ]>i n i .

^^'^Shawnee-Tradition of their Origin.

/ '"* i record hera th§. Ghawnees own tradition of their origin,

'.t to Lei to Heverend Jacob openoer, missionary in 1B5B-Ib00 by

. • * *

the ;tever6nd Oharles iiluejacket.

. ' • • • " . . ' • ) • ' , " /

()ur tradition of the creation and t..e antediluvian Veriod
agrees in 'al l essential yoints with the R&>saic record. The
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elona

the visitor ssi<\t'

t'o n

From t'n is Kn»sw r<?f>

meant, so she made snai l imn^e*. of nl.iluran'from the earl):
v

as directed, ua the Gre^t Spir i t Uad matte the f i r s t roan, but

whan she saw that they hini 'no l i f e ahe again' vvsj.t. ^gain t-h

raosBenger appeared ana inquired the cause of her ga?ief. she

said she had made /skildrer^ f rom clay but tuey were only d i r t .
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Then s'Ud the- vis i tor" , • Remember how th«*

When the f i r s t mmi WRP made. ' At once-she understood and

breethen in to t h e i r n o s t r i l s , an>> tnev a N became a l i v e .

This wft's y>e bet-ixin-inu of t>"» red men. Mie Shewneas to

t h i s dRv..ven*?r*«t« t M memory of the on^ i.tie\ .ca-ii theos

t'r.*» o r i g i n or the^ir r a c e . •*• .

.'iiu± to Bluejaclfist's t radi t ion, the mdia/.s, in

coming to th i s continent, crost-eo a narrow ;ar t of the ocean

far' to Vre north, being can ied across the water on tne bacK

of « t u r t l e , ^noth^r version of til*? f.rad\tioti i s , that o

being whom they kn«»\. not ask«u tjiem; <'O ^et m a a-iftii. boat

h*» was in and that Ue ^ould .take tnem to & £ood and hapj.y

country but i t wae so aTja] 1 tunt ?si.t were .afraid to get in-

-̂•> i t ; finally one got in and tho boat grew larger. Then

others <?ot in the boat growing larger as each individual

fimbarkeu, finally when no more woulcv se^ xn t i S strange

vis i tor brought the occupants to the other shore~i.nierice.

Coming of the Shite Man,,

Bluejacket also related the following t rad i t ions , re -

lative to the coming of -the white men to thei r country.
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'•Our old men ( meaning the e lders und . / i s e men in the fu,)*

remote past) used to te l i our peopl* that a {.reot s^rpoi't

would' come from the sens ?»nd >iestr<>> our jno : lo . ...hon th»

y i r.sv Inropw-.n veese r tvi-ie m sig|»t til's inaiaji,', cuu^ht

oi*;ht .if tl;e rennant, witj i t s forked end a a r t i n l a n d mo

's:-. tn« forkfl'i tonga*? of a serpent , 'There n-, the serj»ent our

'>,•! men have been teil.ir.t-; as of.1 tiiay said; ..'hen the o ld

T*n f i r s t t e s t e r rvim, t e a r s ran down t h e i r cheeks. T h i s ^ i s

«'nht Vs to aestrv y our :'oun& ,aen, they an.ia.

ihe following lee-rend i l l u s t r a t e s the gre<5U of tiie v.liite

Tan. for land and h i s unfa i r methods in obtuinm,'- i t . "The

vl.ite roan asked us for a small piece of land, n j ; n c e that.%a"

s%,-iug out from a buffaxo ).iu« .voulu reach t .ound . ,,-e to ld

j.*vfi, c e r t a i n l y , we woula ftloul., make ).n4 so a:aaij, a crant as

*hftt,-p ..hereat the white man began to cut i. vei>,' srri-11 str i]^

fwa tt.e euge of uhe h iae , cu t t i ng fc-rounu i t . " This tie kept

on doing, going round and round, u n t i l the, hiae was converted,

.into a very long s t r i n g , t ha t surrounded a l a rge ...iece of land .
* -< *
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3hawnee arrogance '
* /••

The Shownees arrogated to themselves a supe r io r i ty cjver

the whi tes , as well BR over oth«r t r i b e s of Indians. a\> the

oonvention held in forb '•Vayne, liuiinnn, in IHOr*, one of t h e i r

; r inciyal men get forth t h e i r viev.» in ti.e follovdriK len^unge:

"The Jtoster of Life, who was himself an Indian, innae the

Shawnees, before any other of tLe hurrwn race and they sprang

from h i s bra in . }ie âv<? a l l a Knowledge \/t himself possessed

h'nd ilHcea them upon tĥ » frre^t, isl/i'r.^ HU<1 ; U \t\"e O U I T rod
^ v

r *

people hre descended from <the 3hawnees. ^ f t e r he iund« the

he made the French find iln<vlis)i out of !.,io b reas t , tho

, out of h i s feet and the. Ijon^ Knives ( Americans) out of

his hand, i i l l of these i n f e r i o r ruces of ,ien he mado *i,ite and

placed them beyond t h e ' a t i n k i n g lake (The At l an t i c Ocoan). The
t

Shawnees for many ages continued to be masters of the continent,

using the knowledge they had receiveu from tne Great spir i t in

8uoii a ma.nnar as to be pleasing to him, and to secure ti.eir own

r.ap, mess. In a gretit^ength of time, however, they became cor-

rupt, and ti.e Piaster of Life told them that ue v<oulu take awajj
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from them t h e knowledge/'w'hich they possessed and g i v e i t t o

t h e whi te people t o be r e s t o r e d when, by r e t u r n to good p r i n -

ciples , they would deserve i t .

Many ages after that the Indians saw something white ap-

proachirig '"their shores. At f i r s t they took i t for a great bird

but they soon found it to be a monstrous 'canoe, f i l led with the

very people who had gotten the" knowledge whieh belonged to the

Shawnees. After these white people had landed, they were not

content with having the knowledge which belonged to the Shaw-

nees, but they usurpsd thei r land a l so . They pretended to,have

purchased these lands, but the very goods -they gave for them
• v

v«ere more the property of the Indians than of the white ,people,

because the knowledge which enabled them to manufacture these

goods actually belonged_to the' Shawnees. 3ut these things wi l l

soon have an end. The Master of Life i s about to restor* to

the Shawnees the i r knowledge and the i r r igh t s , and he will-tram-

pie the Long knives under h is feat.1*

Reference has been made to the division of the Shawnees in-

to clans or families. Such divisions are common to a l l Indian

Nations,"though the number and name i s peculiar to each t r i b e .
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habiting-the head of the ?ptoraac River.. .." .

in 1728 some of the Shawnees moved west to avo'id trouble

with the aix nations, because of their actions toward the
' r

/>

GonestogaTB, They moved to the Ohio, perhaps" with the permission

of the .Vyandottes in whose country t ey settled and put them-

selves und^r^the protection of .the French. The English sought

the aid of the six nations, in an-,effort to induce them to re*

turn to the vicini ty of Paxtang, w e ^ o f the Susquehanna River.

The t r e a t i e s held with theralbetween 1 7 ^ and 1739 secured the
t !return of a portion of them, but in"the l a t t e r year i t was

found that they w_ere scattered from the great island to the

.i.llegheny.

Before 1750 the i r principal seat was on the Ohio, about

ti.e mouth Qf the Scioto i^ive^1. They were friends of, the French

and enemies of the English. ^ In .the Revolution they 'were enemies

of the Americans, remaining so, unt i l subdued by General //ayne*
-. . • for ~ ~

. They were the scourge of the Back settlements/nearly a ceaiury;

the frontiers of Virginia and : enn^ylvania and even those of

New York and the Carolinas were constantly raided by Shawnee

viarriors. The Shawnees were the most res t l ess and turbulent of
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t- "

. . . . ?' 17 * * -

the Algonquian tribes, and about .he year 17G1* they began to -

* - .... .

.cross the Mississippi to-what is .now Missouri* -A

In 1798 Manuel Perez- became commandant-general at St.

jjouis and he found the Osages troub^eBome to the*settlements

of upper uiuisiana. He was unable to \ rovide adequate protec-

tion and the presence of the few Shawnees and DeJLawares l iv- >

ing in liis realm suggested the idea of increasing oheir nura-,- .

bars as a check" to the inroads of the Osages so he sent mis-

sionaries to the Shawnees and Delaware^ to invite them to re-

move to his country, ofTer-ing them a sufficient body of land ,

in the vicinity of Cape Girardeau. The offer was accepted

and numbers of these Indians at once moved to the,country,

where they became the chief protection of the settlements . .

from the Osages. It is said that i_arijaer, afterward the com-

mandant-general at St. Geneva, negotiated th is rejioval of the

: - Shawnees and Delaw^res.and that he was allowed-a grant of .

•s5,000 acres-of land-for so doiag. *

.Vhen" the" settlements "began to increase along the Mis-

sissippi, the Shawnees" t-nd Delawa'res became discontented in

their settlements near Gape Girardeau, probably from., the in-
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solent and rough t reatment a t the hands of til© p ionee r s e t -
*>. "'- .

t ie rs . The Delawares abandoned their villages thereabout

the year 1815, and moved to the James Fork of the i'/hite Rivei*. /

In the course of a few years! they were followed by most of the

'shawnees. 3y treaty the la t ter tribe was given a tract of la<nd
* * . •

on the sauth bank of the Kansas River, from i t s mouth to the

junction of the Republican. This was in 18E5,,in which year :

members of the tribe began to arrive in the new reservation,

settling in what is now Shawnee township, rtyandotte County,
•

t

Kansas. By 1828 most of the Shawnees had moved to the new
home west of Missouri, and later, 1851, the Fish band, in-

j

eluding the. families of Tecumseh and the Prophet, to''which

band they belonged, moved from Ohio and joined the western

division, practically uniting the Shawnee people.

The Shawnees were called Chaouanons by the French. They •

called themselves Shawano. The tribe is separated into four

divisions, thej/iequachchake, the Ghillicothe, the Kiskapocoke

and the Piqua, the Piqua is said to be the division last form-

- • * . • ' - • •

ed or instituted, ' . .
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Shavraiees c l i n g t o crld Customs. • *
- ° <\

The Shawnees cling to .their old customs, seemingly more

reluctant- to abandon .thair ancient riglit-s'than any other

civilized, tr ibe. They regard their religious ceremonies of

much importance and what is-knovmof their primitivelbelief

indicate? that 'their religip-n was originally a form of sun

^worship. Of a l l the Indian languages the Shawnee i s the most

expressive, stately, eloquent and beautiful. They have a folk-

lore of beauty and value. Perhaps no Indian's, were superior to

the Shawnees" in courage, the history of the Ohio valley abounds

in instances^of their daring. The greatest Shawnee was Teeuraseh;

the Prophet was a remarkable nan,1 by many believed to have been
. ' ' v

the moving "spirit behind the schemes of Tecumseh. He1 died in
\ : • \

Shawnee Township, ?;yandott© County, iiansas, and is buried there.

•Vhile th,e Shawnees did not follow the warpath so persistently

as did the Delawares after the removal of these tribes to the '

Kansas River country, they pushed their forays to a distance

of more than a thousand miles. •
*

o. summer of 1837 a small party of five or six Shawnees .'

fell in. with a large band, of Yutas, near the, eastern borders of ,

the -:ocky Mountains south of the .Arkansas .liver. 4.t first they
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•ivere received with every demonstration of friendship but the

Yutas, emboldened no'doubt,.by ;the small number of their v is i tors ,

r̂er-y soon concluded to relieve them of wh t,eve-r surplus property

they mi'-ht 1-e possessed, t'he iha^vnaes, however, much to the

astonishment of the mav-itiyiflers,. instead of quietly'surrendering '

t; ei > 'oo Is 'ind chattels offered to. defend therii, upon which a

skirmish ensued that actually cost the Vutas several* of- their

r:e.n-, incluOin'j; a .favorite cSief, while the Jhawnees made their

escape-unhyrt toward their eastern'homes. •

iS the Shawnees did not- pp to live in the Indian , erritory

until 1"G7 and la ter , the Santa F*e frai l lay for H distance of

some sixty miles through their,country. Liejnbers of the tribe

weî e enga^e'd on. the Santa Fe*«Crail in. various c^pneities, chief-

1; 'js herders for cattle end horses #iid as hunters, scouts and

"uards; they vrere faithful and trustworthy, " • x _ , ' "

Tradition "of Shawnee—Delaware /.ar.

1'any jrears a^o a band of oharaiee Indians occupied the

country novr included in the state" of Virginia and contiguous

country and the Delawar^s" occupied terri tory separated from
* * •

them by a river, possibly the ̂ otomac. The tribes lived in
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fr iendly r e l a t i o n and often v i s i t e d each "other. One day nsotne

'Stoawnee women crossed the r i v e r tort i le ^Aawtire side to gather
'* 4 ' *

• r •

some Kerbs end roots, allowing their children to reijuain'to play

•with the De Iowa re .children while they wer enganed in their^work.

'•'ho boys, in theii' play', found H pretty «rasshopper. This a

-hewnee boy succeeded in oapturihg, but a Delaware bo/ claimed

it. because i t was caught in his terr i tory. A quarral, followed

by H figh£, was the result snd the je-laware boys being more

numerous, the 3hawnae lads were soon forced to flc* to their

mothers for protection- The Shawjiee wometi took Uj. the quarrel

,:>" their sons, but were soon forced by the ijol&y.arf1 >.oraen to

r^crosS the river to their own terr i tory, ^s soon as tjue Shaw-

n«o men h»ard of^ths trouble a number'of their warriors crossed

t? the Delaware side -to evenges their women ana bays, but the

.)alawares were too strong for than, andt.iey iitve th^ir women,,

hw.i tp-fle'e for safety to their own' side of the river. They .

were followed by a superior force of Delawares and a battle

was fought in which the oLavaraes were badly defeated. The

Delaware3 followed up their victory with'such energy and suc-

cess*, th&t the Shawaees wore compelled to abandon their country*
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They went westward,,.presumably to whet i s now th» s t a t s of

Ohio.

1 Shawnee Council. House flT Kansas •

Reverend Jacob Spencer, a missionary amon^ the .'Jhawnees,

, '•When I was rr»kin</, my home .with Charles Bluejacket and fam:

ly , in t,he fu l l of.lBSH, i noticed one day 8 lwrge piece of-squar-

*A t imber ly ing in M s burn l o t , having a t u r t l e in, r e l i e f on

each of the two oppos i tes s i d e s . They were the s ize of a l a rge

Innd t u r t l e , or t o r t o i s e , the work hnd been well-done. 1 asked

for an explanat ion and Rlue3acket to ld me that i t Was a post

from en old oouncil house, of the Shawnees tha t had stood on

Ids land whare^^hflrwa's t'Tian l i v i n g , xn Johnson County, Xanaas.

Most of the t r i b e s have each a counci l house, t ha t of the Shaw-

nees was a hewn log bu i ld ing , erected by themselves about t h i r t y

feet wide ana eighty -feet long and one s tory h igh , 1% con ta in-

ea one apartment only, without e i t h e r upper o r under, f loo r .

There was/door in each end, but no window except th ree small

holes' on each s i d e , about as high as a man's head when seated,

resembling the ape r tu r e s for the use of small arras in a block

house. Openings in the roof allowed the smoke of the f i r e s
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.on tiie e a r t h f loor in. the c e n t e r to escape . ' 1'he roof .'was a

kind 'of very ord inary sh ing l ing , with boards . The only sea t

was a~dontinuat ion oT hewn l o g s , layed a long tne w a l l s . The

sides of t h e bu i ld ing were kept in p lace by cross beams, r e s t -

ing upon two row3 of wooded p i l l o w s . On one side of one of

the pillows, nearest one of the doors, was carved in relief,

the figure of a rattlesnake about five feet long, on the other

sj.de the likeness of a snake without the rat t le . On-two op-

posite sides of one of the pillows^ nearest the other door,

were carved in relief.uncouth reseiiblance of the human face,

somewhat larger.than l i fe , partially painted, and with a twist ,

of. tobacco tied to the pillow crossing, immediately above each

figure. On each of two opposite sides of a pillow, in the in-

terior, were carved as above, the figure of a"turtle, colored

so as to increase the resemblance of the lving animal, metal

was inserted for eyes»

The Calling of an Assembly of
Confederated Tribes.". ^v

•Often, if not generajjiy or universally two or more tribas

of Indians were united in a confederacy for mutual protect ion","
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as for war or other" purposes. Meeting of those confederate
* •

t r ibes , when exigencies arose were necessary for the gather—

ing of war par t ies or the consideration of subjects of general

warfare. Anytr ibe could cal l a meeting, when" i t appeared*"
* v

neee-ssary. Sufficient messengers were selected and a str ing

given to each one, containing a knot for each day intervening

between the time of ca l l ing , and the time of meeting. The

f i r s t day the messenger passed through the t r i b e , jbo whom he
* ^ c

bore t>he message, showing the s t r ing with the knots, and giv-

ing the. place of meeting. 1'he next morning before sta-rting

on his way he would cat off one knot, and,so on each day un- •

t i l h i s work of not i f icat ion had befen completed.

Feasting of Guests.

One of the ancient cusfoms of the Shawrieas, as well as

the other Indian t r ibes Was to''always plac^a- food before a

vis i tor on his a r r i va l , At any hour, day or night, as soon
^ * t

as a friend entered "6he wigwam the women would immediately

set about the preparation of a meal for the guest. This same

guest may have just feasted with another friend, but t h i s would

-form no( excuse for refusing to eat again. .Among some of the
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t r i b e s t h i s custom worked'both embarrassment and hardship

on the early missionary, who was expected to eat with every

family he v i s i t e d on the rounds of h i s p a s t o r a l c a l l s and

the more he a t e the b e t t e r was h i s standing with h i s hos t .

!Cven a f to r the Indians became 'wel l -c iv i l ized they seemed

to cl ing t o ^ h i s old custom. ,

In the -summer of 18t50, when Reverend GpenGer was

•**
ing a camp meeting at the 3hawn©e Mission'he suidt to one of

< • -

his leading members, '"Brother l'umpkin, the meeting has

g on now for severa l days and you have not asked tffe to

-v t with you." H<5 r e p l i e d , "My bro ther , the meeting, h a s .

been going on for several days and you have never come to my

tent to eat with me." On asking him i f t ha t was the -pustom,,

ho said i t was, t ha t Indians d i p n o i ; ask people to eat with

them, but t!hat anyone who came was considered* a f r i e n d but

if they did not come they were not regarded as a f r i end . 1

then explained our custom t o him and also made an appointment

to d.ine with him, which appointment I kep£'l£nd was rewarde'd

v»ith a most exce l len t meal, and his . f r i endsh ip .
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coma a Christian he had neglected his dead kinfolks and for
.1

that neglect they wero made sick. On-their retur(n they

told Whiteday what the heatnen Shetwnee's had said. ,«e then,

according to the old custom, placed provisions in/a secluded

part of his house to appease the anger of the departed.

The Green Corn Dance. •

No one was allowed .to use any corn, even from his own

field, until the'proper authority was given. When the corn

was sufficiently advanced for use, the one who had the au-

thority fixed the date for t).e corn feast and dance. On this

•occasion great quantities of roast ing-ears were prepared and

all at-e as freely as "they desired.. After this feast a l l couiti
a

have what they wished from the fields, this wi.s probably the

most highly-esteemed feast festival. Very properly i t might

• ue called thefeast of«all feasts. , another feast was held-but

probably not so universally in the fall , a feast of ingather-

ing and 'one, in the spring.

The Bre;id Dance

In the fall of each year a certain number of men were

sent out on a hunt. They stayed three days, on the third day
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planted corn, some dropped the grain while others covered

i t . When t h i s was done they had the i r game of ba l l , i t was .'

played l ike our football , rather a combination of football ,

the men on one side and' the women on the' other. The women ^

were allowed "to run with the feall, and throw i t but the men

had to kick i t . Before tire'-game began a rqpe was stretched ^nd

aach player had to put something-( as a wage'r } on it', a .

ring, string of bead's, 'handkerchief, e t c . When the game was

over* a l l - these things were given to . t he winning side &nd each

piayerNgot back his or her own a r t i c l e and ,the other man's (

trophy. They always stopped playing before" sundown... -They

were superst i t ious and thought that if they played un t i l after

sundown someone woula be crippled. _ .-.*'"

A Heligious Custom. „

Another rel igious practice/The Shawnees which was observed

once a year "was as follows; the women carried v*ood and made a /<

big f i r e . At midnight the chief brought out a mysterious bun-

dle" and took from i t some great long feathers. The men dressed

themselves in these, putting them in their long hair andr sang.
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If while they ware^singing, they could hear the mother -

s jnr i t sing, that, was the 's ign the world was not coming

to an end that yeear. *

.Indian Festivals

The Indian fes t iva ls bear a str iking resemblance

to those of the Jews, part icular ly the fes t iva l of tae •

Indians which^occurs at the use of the f i r s t r ipe f rui t

of the season/. They have three fest ivals o£ tfils1 charac-

. t e r . i n the course of the year end each i s evidently pro-

duced by causes perfectly natural* The f i r a t occurs in
. - * .

the commencement of t.he summer, when the people, af ter a

separation from the i r^vi l lages , and af ter wandering in an

unsettled condition during the cold, season, co'miuonly in

small detached pa r t i e s , return to plant the i r vegetables

an i to, commence the' culture of the i r small ^patches.,

•_ -» 'The second occurs a t a time v.hen t h e i r corn, soft

in the* afar, becomes eatable and the th i rd ta,kes,-pl&ce : f ter

they, have gathered the i ru i t s of. the i r fields., at the com-

mencement of cold weather, when they are again about to

separate on the i r winter ' s Zanderiii^^,jTh.ey. l ike a l l other
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people,, are socj'al-being's and after a separation from lcin~

dred and acquaintances for eipJit months, are hamy to Bee

^ . each other at t iue common place of annual meetings, and from

the same vrinoiple that festive forties v̂ ouia be induced in'

civilized society, under <viretunst«nce8 m. nearly si-'niiar -a

&e couici expect, to,occur, !--q jnuifc.ns coii^ot to talk, to

»nake speeches, to e<' t, beat th.-ir drums, ra t t l e .tlieir gouras,

'sin<-; «>nd ^nce . Their feast& or^ifimces ha} pen fre- uently nrtdJ

defend on. the diswsition of an individual tu enjoy K social

,.' interview with.);!? friends, but a festival ,-a't meeting in the

B\ rin^ seaso,n. is observed ^ a. national affair, k second

national meeting is expected flheri,--*»fter'''•& season of

scarcity, which is that between assembling at the
T

village in the spring and v*l̂ en thsf can gather enough from '•

their fieids for a plentiful feast. ,2est is given to iiiis

occasion and the hilari ty promoted by music, dancing, etc.

In the autumn they again assemble for the p&rties to~-taker,

leave of eactftother and tnct a similar feast should occur

-is Perfectly natural. . " .
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- A Scrap of Folk-Lore

/ Gharles 3luejacket v*as once asked how friends and

neighbors entertained each other when they were together.

He said sometimes'by t el l ing jokes on each other and this
T J %

is one of his jokes.

"A long time ago a wildcat pursued a rabbit and was

about-to catch him when the rabbit ran into a hollow tree.

Tho wildcat took a position in fr0nX.0f.i4he entrance and
• . . « • ' • • - • • . •

« > • • • « •

told the rabbit that he would 'regain there until the rab-

bit from hunger would be induced to come out, that he need,

not think of escape. After a time the rabbit said he would

c6me out and let the wildcat make a meal of him, on one con-r-

dition, and that was, that the wildcat should mate a fire

sufficient to roast him had been prepared he would come out

and be roasted, that he did not wfitnt to be eaten raw. The

cat built the fire as directed and when the sticks were burn-

ed into coals he settled himself ^n his haunches ,and notified

the rabbit that al l was ready. '»7herea,t the rabMt gave a spring

striking al l of his feet into the coals, and knocking them into,

the face and over the breast of the .wildcat and then escaping.
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This burned the h a i r on the o a t ' s breas t and when i t grew out

i t was whi te . This i s why the wildca't has white spots upon i t s

b r e a s t .
—\, - "*

The joke is apparent when i t i s understood that a l l
> •

Indians belong to different clans and that Bluejacket was a

member of the 'Rabbit Plan and told th i s joke at the expense

of the members of t"he V.'ildcat 'Clan, who happened to be present
" * - * • * *

The Origin of the .uickapobs

(tIn the early "days ten Shawnees v.ent on a bea'r'hunt,

and wera(. gone for many days, ./hen the hunt was' finished

-4Aey-ma(i«-,-a-s—was the i r custom, a Bear's Foot Feast. With

'"th'e Indians the. bear ' s feet , especially the forefeet, are

a great delicacy. <»hen Indians went on a hunt the feet of

'.-the bears ki l led were carefully saved for the feast , which

""was held at-'the termination of the hunt. The feet , as was
. * •

^.the^gus-tom, were j?ut,_into a _k»ttle_-._and hung over a_ _f ire-_tp_ „.

cook for th« feast , i t took~quite a time for them to cook

a"s" i t does hog's feet . "While they* were copking the hunters "

, lay down .to sleepy .t'Tireer̂ oh oiie side 0£ the f i re and seven
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on the other. Sometime in the nigho one of the seven men

awoke and examined the feet to se^JLf- they were copJied

enough'to eat, but finding they were not, lay down again
• \

and went to sleep. After some, time one .of the three awoke-. . ...

and examined the feet •&» see if .they were sufficiently done

and found they were, ^e aroused h is two companions and th«y

ate a l l they wanted and again lay down and went to s leep. Not

'long af ter that one of the seven examined the feet , and found
\

,,them ready to be^eaten. He. aroused his friends and then the

three on the opposite side of the fire and told them to get

up and they would have -their feast. The three men told him

thai they-had had all thev wanted and"that the seven could
' • • . • ~ : • ~ , • •

have what was l e f t . -So they began to., eat but soon discovered ,

i r companions had eatefi" the forefeet and had.left only thesmall-hind feot for thetn. 1'his made the. seven so'angry that
. « • ' • .

they drove the others from^ca&ep, forbidding them ever to r e -
' * * • * ' • " ^ " , • \ * * - »

turn to 1jhe Shajvnee cri'be., So they went oiT' co. themselves /

••••'an'd'.from them •originated the Kickappo t r i b e . n'_ .-.-.-. - \ ,

'. • "' -Why the^Beer has a Short T a i l
•* '" f' • » • . •

c'e -there wa'S' a brother and s i s t e r , who lived alonei

. . . .In'their lodge. The brother said one morning, r I want t o /
• • ? . •• < • > " , v

 1 . i
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et have some meat . ' |*e put 80trm water In a

. . ' * " ' . ' • / / ' . / '

c o r i m r ^ o T ^ r ^ ^ lodge »nd told h is a i s t o r / n o t ' f

hunting
/

tell.

* • • ••• -.- ° f f in"
fo re st ' .

•?."•""-• TitO'^rirffe* drj for •i^'fr^w^V-Vf lied w)ii le-yut* h

^water wtJtfl'd t^i^v re4t**nd":^hu.fi ^ i v e ^ r "w%r\in{-;. Thc/i t

"* ,*'ftfc h^1" n ^ i ^ .̂'C'fe'fi'̂ ir.'t.hft . l i t t l e .ia'rs*^') f *coni^ lie" went o
* • • . , ; • " " " - • • • ' • > ' * • • " , • • * • • " •

• • • ^ , • • • - • . . • • • • . « . • • • . . .

?. . to-*th<5 forest; - ' • . . . . ' • . . ' - •

n\. to tflink_,

.. wh«t ja the mystrary "abf)ut this-oom that J-ahotfla uot-.jjop
. ' • • • • ^ _ . i

i t " 1 am KOinr; to aver. 3o a f t e r « whl£<5 eJ,i-; gofdo'.vn tJie

H t t l e ears of corn nna shrillea U.V ker7r«ii^' dT'^-tJte cob, arid .

• - " • • ' * ' ' * • ! / . ' • • • * '

b e ^ n t o jo) the com. .It jiu^peU and ir* «i?lj,tle gra ins be-

cams large and white and i t stneLle.. guod. /;he*pot,M^cl and '

. • pOĵ p&d and tho- l i t t l e .lodge became f u t l e r anu f u l l e r o f t .«

nth1tf> rn-rr,t u n t i l f ina l I;- a..et. aV oua-ajii pi) ' ^ u - a n g W .
* •

crowdtsd back against the .7»al t- Tnen she*.kearu tlic'doar com- "

, in«, for they Jue^ieci the com -n'u they oro*«aea"uj to the * •
• • • * • • •

door enu began to e a t . • More dff«r "cawft;.liiel% a n a ' o i g ,
..*._-•.'• . • • r ' - • *• i

• • * * ~ ~ •* I . •

they ate.ana^ate until, f inally 'they had eatrei .aj.1 ihtr corn*.

Then they looKeu'around LO see .if there was anything else
* * • ,
•they coula eat. The girl had hidden under a skin in the-
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to answer any question they sde f i t to prooose. In the evening

they make a small enclosure by\standin^u .• four poles stuck in

the ground, to extend eight or ten feet hifjh, ?Jid place them
'• .

in a square from two feet by three feet, ihe prophet sets inside

f̂ t h i s , when the indians wrap blankets around the poles so as to

i . * .
enclo°se i t perfectly ti'^ht-siLl arpund, with no holes, exqept in

.' - '• A-- - . * •
the top. |

. ' ' I

"The prophet commences by <rt:titlins a f)ou'rd. and singing Tor

perhaps an hour. ..hen he stops strange unjsual so.u#ds«are heard

within, xhe house begins to .shake bind reel very rapidly. .Dif-

ferent sp i r i t s enter _nd hold a loud conversetion with the. 'prophet,

They converse freely on the subject of the sickness of the person,

for -ivhom he is now acting, -.nd inform the prophet -whether or nxrt

the person will recover. 3oine of the prophets seem fco possess thepower of ventriloquism, x'he spirit of many kinds of living crea-

t'r-'es enter, and each holds a conversation with the, prophet', x'he

Indians surround the house and hear the .various sounds, at the

top of the enclosure, while the voi(?e of the prophet is on the

ground. Jhis is kept up sometimes • until aft'er midnight." -
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jhe ,-incî nt' eligion of the .Shawnees.

x'he Indian religion w~s very simple and their creed a

short one. They believed in '+ ^reat first cause as the -iiv-

er of .life and the Creator of all things, ihe ,reat ipirit,

and that worship and adoration should be paid to him.

j.'hey believed in immortality of the soul, of a future-

existence in what is ,_*nerally spoken of us the "happy hunting

ground".' ..heir ideu of the future abode' of all Indians was

that it* possessed all'that wtis desirable in this life, with

none of the world's evils;, a land v.'here .there was to be no

sickness, death or enemies and where game was inexhaustible. „
* • *

.heir religious v.orship consisted mainly of feasts and dances.

..11 annual dances we're acts of worship, in addition to these .

fixed .'easts -no dances, there was a dance preceding ah .at-

tack on .an enemy end a similar one ^receding a hunt, in these

:he aid of the xreat Spirit was invoked, and an omen of good

jnxiously looked for. .if instead of an omen for good, there

was an omen for evil,' the contemplated enterprise wodd.-be

abandoned. . / "

There were times, in t/Jiit̂  a prayer v/:is made to the

Spirit, just as'the. devout Christian prays to his .rather in
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d a n c e s ii.> Cfe.re.uuriifcio uui/ u t J v.c. c

^ t , I"eu~sq_aa-ta-v.a.

in the mcnt;; of ..^.;term>ei, x8J7 t:.e ev^rena Ju-

js^t, oT ,a.u'6jackett visited ..yandotte -ount^ , ..ansas, toy the
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purpose of search ing Tor the r.rave of the ->h wnee J r o p h e t , Ten-

squa-tar-wa. Bluejacket had 1 een absent from t h a t count ry for

twenty-f ive years -mO the ^-rottth of tr<*es and the c u l t i v a t i o n

Cf^the land by the white vnn had so changed the country t h a t
i ' <

si'ter hours of effort he vras imeblfi to locate i t , *'he prophet

w.'s buried a mile or so' sorrth.or southwest of Argentine, neay.-

I he ".yandotte County l i n e . Catherine Profit , n daughter, had
for her allotment, the southeast quarter- of the southeast quar-

^ • - - • . »

t^r, of the northeast quarter, of section 6Z, township _L oouth, .
. /

rah^e 'cb ..'ast. because of exposure at that time everenjj 31ue-

;"acket'"caught a co.ld nd died October ssy, 18;'?, while in his

ei-^i'tieth year.

in November, 1F37, on the Jharaee reservation in Kansas

the Shawnee Protfcet, Tftn-squa-ta-wa. 'died. ^> was rwpntwr? tn h«»

i twin brother of Tecuniseh, he had been sick several weeks when

he- sent for a ^entlemaii connected with the I^aptist 1/J.ssipn to
V •

visi t and prescribe for him. The missionary v/as accompanied by

bi\ J, A. Schute, of "Aestport, Missouri, also an. interpreter , \

who conducted them by a winding path, through the vroods t i l l ' ' \

they descended a h i l l at the bottom of ?/hich, secluded apparently
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from a l l t h e world, was the prophet*s t o r n / Huts b u i l t in

the ordinary Indian style constituted the entire settlement!
*

The house of the prophet was not distinguished at a l l from -

the others. A low portico, covered with bark," which they

were obliged to stoop to*pass under was erected before i t .

Half-starved dogs greeted thatra i&th a growl as they entered.

The interior of the house, wWJPwas lighte. only by the '

half-open door, showed at first view -die taste of. one who

•hated civilization. Two or three platforms built ugainst

the wall served the purpose of beds teals, .covered with blan-

kets and skins^ A faw ears of corn and a quantity of dried

J?

of savage domestic, as wooden spoons'and trays, pipes, e tc . ,

lay scattered about the floor,' everything indicating poverty.

In. one comer of the*roora an apology for a fireplace contain-

e d a platform of spli t logs elevated about a 'foot from the

floor and covered with-^a blanket. This was the bed of the '

prophet, he was fallen, savage greatness. I t was the'spec.. '

tscle of a man .whose word was once law to" numerous tribes,

now lying on a miserable pallet, dying in poverty!.iegfocted



411
CAP$1SLOWEY, JAMES R . 3HAWNEE INDIANS* 1 3 7 3 1

' 4 f
% . ,

1 ' . 4 3 • < , '

' by all but'his ovm family* Vihen they approncbed him he drew

' aside his bl'inket 'ind they discovered a form emaciated in the •

extreme, but" ibe bro- d -proportion or'which indicated tlmt it

hid once been thpseat of t;revt strength. Ilia countenance was

sunken and hazard but appeared to exhibit something of the

soul within. The'y inquired of his symptoms *hich he related

particularly and then they proposed to do something for his

relief. He replied that he-Vas willing to submit to medical

treatment but was just then engaged in contemplation or study

ns the* interpreter oiled "it nnd he feared the operation of

medicine mir:ht interrupt his train of reflection. He said

M s study rould occupy three days "longer \ after which he should

b« <?lad- %o> see them a.^ain. ..Accordingly in three days they again

went to his cabin but It was Itoo.late. He was speechless and

evidently beyond the reach of human assistance, that same'day

he died.

The history of the prophet, up until" the Jivil War was

often told, "nhen in conjunction with his brother, Tecumseh',

he was plotting a union of all the Indian nations of the con-

tinent against the growing powers of the United States and

m /. • '
preached, as he alleged, with a directconnmanicatipn from
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^-tn-wa, who possessed in MI eminent ije.^ra^ t in t

part of valor called prudeno** placed himself on au eminence,

out of hanri? way*' <nd encouraged his"Y.<-m, sin*-in., an«. d*>2icixx£

to concil iate the f«vof o£ the rreat . >pint , i.ut a l l in vain.

The Indians were killed in £r©at. numbers and the reputation
_ »_^ _ __ ___y_ _^ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ —_-_-__.— - -** _ _ _ _ _-_ — _- _ • -_ _ . _ -

of the prophet sank, nev«r to risft again, ...ft^r that

the prophet never figured at 'til again, he seems to have

ed -in obscurity, alwaysJjocpin,: a small, but decreasing band

around hjiii. He maintained his charact'-r t i l l the last , pro-

fessing to hold continual intercourse with Heaven s_nd opposing

every encroachment of civilixatioirupon "the venerated customs

.of his forefathers. Me hated the whites, their language, their

Wode of l i f e . ,&e understood English, i t is said, but would never
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^**Ja^%peak a word of it. Nothing vexed him more than the operations

\ - \ • • - - • . e -

t- • ;

of the missions ^nd their success in introducing the Christian

religion uid civilized artsV- He was frequently known when an

assembly had met for worship to stand before the door and inter-

rupt the meeting, by noises, sometimes sinking the. dignity of
— *

the prophet in very unbecoming acts to effect this purpose.
; , 4

Among his pretentions was that of skill in me'dicine, or

rather in healing; for his means of cure was mostly conjurations

and ceremonies, deriving-their efficiency from divine int§r-vi.«

pdsition, A Shawnee of intelligence and piety,, yielding to the „

importunity of friends who hr.d faith in the prophet once called "

on him to administer relief to two of his children. . The prophet \-\

told him he would visit them but he must first take time to dream,

.accordingly he retired to his pallet and after a nap in which he

communed with the ireat Spirit he hastened to communicate the •

result of this revelation, assuring the parents that the pre-

scriptions of the Deity himself must infallibly succeed. The

children, however,* died and the parents* faith in the prophet

was probably buried with them. He always maintained that he

would never die. Several times during his last sickness he
i
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swooned
" ' Ited and

46

was thought to be de,ad, he took advantage of

these occasions* and assumed his followers that he actually

died temporarily but was restored again by divine-power.


