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Indian-Pioneer History-.Project for. Oklahoma •

Fie ld Worker1 a name • James R. "Carselowey

This repor t made on {dateK '* April 15, 193^ . 193

1. Name Frank L. Burckhalter.

2, Post Office Address North Wilson Street, Tjjnita, Oklahoma.

3, Residence address (or location)

J^DATE OFBIRTH: Mgnth May %

5 a m e

Day 2 5 Year
[ • •

5,- Place of birth Aiken,' South Carbl'fna.

6. ' Name-of Father Unknown . -,r . • ,. Place of birth Unknown
• • ' * * • , '. ! r "^"- - 4 ' • - • ' . : :

Other, information about father none - .

7». Name of Mother ffnl^Qwp^ ' ?lace of birth

Other information about mother -None.

JTptes or* complete narrativ-e by tho field.worker dealing with the l i fe and"
:stpry. ofv-1riiBHp&~Tson interviewed RsXc^-io Manual for stiggostGd subjects—^.
and questions. Continue on blank "sheets i?~lre<^ssar'y and attach firmly to
this form. Number of 'sljo'ets attached
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" ' - - ' . ;• FRANK L. BURCKH4LiEH. '. * " ' -C.

FraakX, JBurkhalter .was .boti;-in̂ -Aiken, .Ncsrth Caro-. .

lina, May 23, 1872. He died in Vinita of a sudden heart

attack ^n the morning of Sundayr April 10, 1938, and was
* * *

laid to rest in the Fairview Cemetery, Vinit-a, uklahoma '

following the funeral services which were held at his

own funeral home on North Wilson Street, Vinita.

Burckhalter received his education in the town where

he Was br»rn?*end after,,working a short Jjise, as a railroad
employee in Barnwell, South Carolina, he came tn the In-

d&an Territory on October 23, 1895. His brother, J, B,

Burkhalter, had already preceded him. to the Indian country,

ana= iben he arrived here £$ weiF^to wopFaTX^iirk in his

^s lest ot&X<±$ where he remained unti l . 1899.

In the.yea.r of 1899 <h«~married Tomny Cannon, .a Chero-

kee g i r l , who had been .raised by lier aunt, lirs. 7J. L. Trott,

* " in yini ta . After his marriag© he ptu?<<Jha3ed the insurance

., buainftss of . j l P« Scott, who was well established and bad
• ' y y • • ' * . : . . . / " ' • ' ' ' • / ' •• • ' ' • ' ^ • ' . ^ - ;

; ' t -the lariger end of the i.xsurance busijieija of the town. He

ferns'd a. partnersMp with A. L,, Churchill 4n the insurance ..,
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business, and both%iaen became oitfie'leaders in "the l i f e

of Vinita, which was kept up unti l ijhe death of both.men.

Burckhalter and Ohurchiil later aolcl l ie 'insurance

business to Butler and Bonfoy, after which' Burckha^ter

bought out the Vinita Plow and Buggp Company from F. M.

Lewis, and was joined by Sam Motley in conducting that

business.

d A SIDE ISSUE.""* . " " '

.*V In the meantime, allotment of land had come to the *

Indians and Mrs. Burckhalter drew her pro-rata of land,

and they built a fine residence on the place vfoich was

located just outside~tKe city of Vinita one. mile. He was

always interested in dairying and livestock, and built a

fine large.stock barn on his wife tsaliotmaat and'Branched

out into the raising of fine dairy catt le; a l l of which was

a side line t o him, as he continued to operate his. business

up town, driving each day from his farm to conduct his busi-

ness. . . .

He had not yet found the business that just suited him.

After- a few years he so^dhis interest in the Vinita Plow -
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.Company and bought the Jackson Furniture Company located

on West I l l i n o i s in Yiriita. He took in Homer Hubbard,, an

undertaker,, and.together they conducted a^funeral home

irith Ifteir furniture, s to re . , . Burckhalter seemed to l ike

the undertaking business bet ter than anything he had ever

t r ied , and in 19£7 he-sold his furniture store and bought

out the Klengel-Rogers Undertaking business and forSseveral

years conducted the only undertaking,business in Vinita.

About 1930 his large stock barn caught f i r e and burned
s - ft • . ' » ' , ' '

j . ' to 1be ground, taking with i t a l l of his farm machinery,

| wagons, harness and a fine dairy bull . The f ire spread'to
i ^ . •

| his fine residence and completely destroyed i t as well, with

I a l l that was in I t . • * = ' •-'
I .
i , This was a severe blqwr tn him,, but he never

He kept on buying more farm land, unti l at one time he had

over a thousand acres of some of'the best farm land in Craig

County, including many old settled places. At the time of

his death he s t i l l owned the old Dave Landrum homestead

which was settled by Dave Landrum in 1866* The land was

allotted by ex-State Senator Mack Landrum and his wife. -
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"Burckallter apent much money on*his f|ier'al/hcme in

• Vinita, supplying one of the largest "funeral chapejLs in

^Vinita, with a l l modern equipment.,. He was ably assisted

y-ih his undertaking business by his two sons., Tom and

Charles, both of whom are graduated .morticians. \His /

daughter, Mrs*. Frank Bailey, is also a graduate" of tjie
* '. • " • ' • .. -. ' r

V/iliiamson College of l&bataing, Kansas City, Misaoiiri.,
. ' • ' • " " • - * • • / - •

and for the past several years hea- assisted her famer
' : " • • • • • : ' • . . . .

with the ladies* .work. Her husband is. Vinita's pos't-

iftaster, and they live.up-stairs over, the under taking par-

lors with* the .Burckhaiters. ^ .
1 - • • . e

\ . This fine undertaking business established/by. the .
will be continued by /the two sons and Ws. Bailey,
'i*~"

•" •/"-
/

Tom'Burckhalter was married to, Louise Clinkscajies in 1938,

and Charies is . s t i l l s ingle. . . .

Tom Burpkhalter, like' his father, has been a civic

leader in Vinita ever since he finished school. He served .
* - •

- -\' - . • i
» . • t

during the year, of 1937 .as president of the Ukla-homa 'Mbalm-

ving Association.

Fr%nk L. Burckhalter was one-of the oldest charter mem- '.

' bers of the Hillcrest Country .Club, a. member of $he Baptist
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, a Meson, « leader in Vinita'o but Wine "program

th<* f8Bt pever«1 ysorn, which Included an ac t ive '
_ r

"in the .

t e l , th«? (-ity Jfe.ll, .uiu lns t the

if .n new ^ 6 , 0 0 0 p.W{ nffirr. nno ypderfti • littl in

of V.inHo'o fine hioftfl., the virji t©

T3 st3Vv1vetl bT1 lit". r, frrn. "

t.pr

/, Frank
I

Texas, twn

one Tv, Burckhal t.p.r Af

By KditAr Vinitn itoily .JnurhfjT , \

end s i l en t ly ste©i

lifewas cioaely

this section passed away' "̂

tilth the

the CH-fitir

rank L, Burkhalter. L>eeth.r8B5<"»vo3 these Aid rr.- Irrar.

midst , do©s nnt take from us ory of .tti,€an

and: of. the sp i r i t that .they possessed, a k thst is. begt

for each of us' loft behinfl aeeds. that, dauntless a^pi.rit,
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