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I Wi n th%éw‘ypﬂva old when 1 firat{ eame to know .

~

. A % '
Themas MitehalL Buiflﬂyton. B4 had marﬁiﬁddmy fathar's

4 -

half;aistnrf ouaie Woodnll, and lived 1u3t ons mile mnat

- a ~

of our plnce, and Ac thers were no ohildren in Ris home

-« [ —

t .
be and hia wife wer~ frequent visitors in our homa, e

+ !

1 waz afraiu of my wnele hecdnss he wore lowy hair

©

and was very tal), standing si% foot six inches in hu

bare fest. He told my aunt he was poing 4o tame me, and

the nnxt,timn he cam~ ha bprougnt a dadk of cagdy, Ry sund
- N N 2 Q
M

told e ’thwt'if I would walk up cioss to my vuelr Tom, Bnd
Jook right up in his fage, ho would glve o 2ome cardj. 1

did this and ha lookad down at me arad said, ~PYou Look -1ika
e e o

yoﬁ“WEnted SChe eandy," and pulliﬂp out bis 8 ~WGK he yave ,

e

o mn 5, stick,ef eandy. 'ﬁhon I had oatnn that hq said ”l\fc:vw.-—2

L]

' 'of-thn tall mqn with 1ony'hﬂir. - o ﬁﬂ‘ ’ .f}

..
.

gpt up hnr@ in my lan, and I will gtvo you thn wholr_uaek."

I erawlad up in his lap, alid afthr that 1 was pavar afraid

»" ~ . X

Chief Buffington hud long hair whan he cama to Onlawara

from Goingsnake Dintrict, an: worn 1t long until about lago.
.! e \ * . L ) ’ ‘.! X - .-'-'
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It grew in, proportion fo his le,ngth and looked to be I‘rom

‘24 to 30 inches Aong. Hs combed 1t s)traight back,‘ and ;Let

~

1% hang domn urder his hat. When I £irst knsw him, he was
a td.l slim gaﬁgliﬂg young man, with not riuch flssh, _but
as he matured’ he made One of the most striking figures I

s
A

A ~ o
have ever known.. iHe weighed over 300 pounds,; wore a number

-

11 shbg, and knew how td "shake a mean foot." -

M . S - o . , . .o
’ - . g N - -

- s e e

+ Back in the early days thers was not much amussment in:
the country, . and the nfativns hal to crrate their own amusq- o

r - : ’ . : . ' 4
ments. In our nesighborhood & good old time country-dance
o, & : .
was given once every week or two, and all the neighbors
. : i ) ' o -+ .
s -attendeds . 1t was at these country dances  that Chisf Buffington

2o distj.nguishod hlmself as. "jig" aiancer. He could khock any'

’

" a 8tep Fha*t‘a’fiy%othe’rﬁ”ran “did;— ”arrdﬁfl:fdanyone* cume

r!,; kina o

= *glong _vrith" a new step, -ha was the. first to learn it, Ha
) Was.a good Mold time fiddlsr,” and playsd the £iddls for tbe; |
o‘i.;he‘_x:".’t_fglks to dgncq, when he ,- hixnself was' not '61‘1 %:hn s'et.,
.Aftéf- 'I grewﬁ up, ar}d learnsd how to play,"_ ‘I_ivent -
--i';ot my. anlé‘e 's home very fre'ciuen'qlSr i} angi, played an adeompa~
:n.,imeﬁ.tf.-'on é-guii;ar. for him. ‘I r,em_ember‘ one 't:.hﬁe I was there, ' :m, '

- B . . . B : . . . N - .

~
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- out. ¥ wunted to play for the prnacher and vanted scme® N

1you boys:tell this, If you dc¢ I'11 deny it.," 1 have ﬁavar

.tbld on him,'until now, and ~ven then 1l've got too much

-

v e o oL | .
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and an old %im. circuit rider, Methodist preacher rode up
to stay all night. My uncle'told'me I wou\d havm to ‘stuy

all night und help to nntnrtein the pr chpr. I didn’t
S
know what ha mpant at first, but before bpd timo 1 found

"~

help, The old preuacher w.r criginally from arkansas, and

seamsd to enjoy thn old "ho«down" mieic very wuch. after

- T -

'awhile my unele "cut down" on the "Arkanqas TraVPlnr,

2

and to my amisement, that K~thodist prﬁachﬁ~ hOpped right .
out in tha middle of the floor and "Jiggod " until he vas

out of breath. When h» got through he Said, “how’qOEEt

‘

.

senSo to mpntion any namds. : : ] : g e

Ohief Bufflngton was a. Food man” and got along fine.y

e - F -~

W1th all of hlS nalghbors. He never had an dhemy in all
. §

of his acquaintancas unless it was a pOLiticil enamy. Higﬁ

-
L)

'only fault wasthat of being "ab%pn% minded.™ OUne pf_the‘- '

biggpst blundors-l pVer,saw hlm mgke’was,oqe day .-#hen ﬁ;*"’a%
siarféd to Vinita: aboﬁt ten ﬁiles;‘and;pn fhn_yoaﬁ, apout

w

-
-

I
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three miles from home, lia J,ei‘t his wifn ‘at the homq of Dr.
B. B. I‘raysar where she appnt the day with Mrs. Fraysar. -

" The roads were bad and my uncle.did not get~back . until ~

after might. e forgot all.about his wifa being at Fraysers -

~

“.and  drove On home before he avar thought,of her, then he

~ -
had to drive his two horse sigon back threa miles after his

I , . . .
wife, .. (l . . Lo . Y
- - ° ,
I well remember when my uncle made his Tirst race for’
Ton P u

"office. Ha was out for district judge, and he decidad to-

_meke a trip across Grand River. on his first c:unp;aign trip. '

P .
*

. He had no bugéy or hack, 80 he dacided to ride 'a young
saddle mule. he cal'led- "old Kate." He put‘ his old fiddle

L& in a flour sack. and tied it to his saddlo horn, and with.

I*

his long black hai,r waving behind him, _ utartad o.n his

. first cempaign’ trip, and was gone a week. It was. common .

. .

knowledge ih Delaware dstrict that Chiei‘ Buffington £id-

dled and danced himeolf into his fiveb offieas - .

After being elecf.ed to the offica of district*judge,

¥y uncle became knowgkas uudge..Buffington. It was about -

m
,_\his time that he cut his long }iair, put on more flesh

2
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and becamo an entirely differanﬁ lookina nan. He continupd 4=f

. his fiddlinmg and d:ncing with the boys over ,round thn court
gy B ' ..
 house on Honegy Crnak, anda b fore his first_tqpﬁ“hqd éxpired .

) ~

had become so oopular with the voters all over his diutrict

~

.

that a demand was nade on him to ruu for the senate againt' =

. L. B, (Hooley) Bell. lie did so, dnd made his first politie-

14

cal enemy. Hooley’ggt'so mad, he declar~d he was going to

‘ drive my uncle .clean out of polities, hut‘thq)old g;gdle and

" big footed dancer was too much for him, and my uncle won in
. P ; . a

&~

“j;’ . a Qalk. ' ' | .

i The rest of Chief Buffingtons' pOlltiCJl life is told

¢

Eal

in his own words. in hib lagt 1ntprview with me, dnd written

elSewhe?e- Lo T S - v
\‘x R . . - . . - . -‘
’“;“ffffmfg”Chief Bufflngton Wi vmry Tucky ¢ at“stock“raising as

” Y pnen =

PR

e weli as in politics. IELgxartedfra181ng cdttle And hogs

T - B .

Tk

~i

i soon aftar Sottang in Dblawarp district and soon had* his

place covered with hOgs and CJttlﬁ He %8s more lucky in

. hog raising than cattlo. He liVPd in thp edgp of thn woods

a

anq;ggdsaa@h mast for his hogs, and they did not wandnr Very

far from home, although they were on free range.and could -
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' qnestr6ﬁ/6};§llotment was a much bigger one to the average ,‘
.o , - e ~ . o, :
Indianl. than hed been figured, and when the vote 'was counted ~ -

_the Coon was only 302 votes behind: - Lo | A

7 He immediately contested the alection, through his

~

attorneys Frank Boudinot and Deniel Gritts, nd the élection.

~Cooweescoowee and ‘aters of Flint Qdistrict. This committee |

did not take action until sometime later.

- N

+ Chief Samuel H.jmayes uhd.his executive bff}cers then .

-

turned the rains of governmerrt over to Chief Buffington = :

who announced his executive secretaries to be willis O. 5

~

Bruton of Muldrow, J&ff T. Parks'and andrew B. Cuimingham o

. of Tenlequah. '

The meeting then ud journed to0 the public square in

Tahlequah whers members of the tribe had gathered to listen

‘tdttheir new chief's firs§ meésage.*h
. Looking calmly oVer the crowd, many of whom wére his- [’

" bitter political enemies, the Chféf addressed them in-words
’ ; HE ' L o-

. A C PR
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carefully chosen, urging therm to ls. agide personal Epﬁty
’ F4) e, . 4

. h,gxiavuncns, and to work tope ther, taei the ﬁu§L thoupnuts
"7 e - : r

r

‘of the nation aé ‘a whole.s He dpoke of the trenty W-hic e

Cherokess had by a matority vote ratified earl, in the year,
: : R S -

» The treaty had been drawn by the irdian lesadare, tope ther
o ‘

and most patriotic andeavors mivit.ba walded for the bepsfit -

w¥ith members of th tawes Gorudssiov, but Jdon_ress had f Q)=

. - o .
~ &d to wprove it, He urged more time to bhe |

I3 ~

in whteh

congress might considexr it,  t- askei thea

cohneill to anvpro=-
1 : L

priate money for tne paymei, -of delagate's ~xpenses to washingion

L ,r S -
that they wiernt confer with the p-

Ly & 2 Liepbars of Jthe

3

o
(SRR £

]

14

congress, relative 1o ipdion laws nnd fegsurAn, be il o ¢ e

- .

‘sidared at the capitol, akking tn.t not more thah two delegates:

>
R S )
. be sent  cy Lo - o :, R ’ L
& - A .. e - - ‘
: In his mnsns':s"o he declared Wir Lpioe no Ttheeo kL e - ‘
.

) “ . * . N . .. . '_.
schoulg, 484 primary-schools avd one or,nan asyilk. e

"

urged that more money br  royidef for iue Schoul systew, as :

i

LN

hau tp discouut w&rrunt§ ="

in many instances teachers had
: /

' geived for their saiwvices,

%

- .
- " L SR S

—
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.The white man was rapidly taking possession of the
country, glven by treaty to the ladian’as nig;as long

as grass srows ' and water fiows. .0 .onger was. 'he ferely

a v1sitor in & foreign country. le was a resident by

-~

choice. He came and brought his“famiiy with him, he built

-

himself homes, he cultivated the soii, he monopolized busi-

a

. Dess, A survey of the Indian Territo*y in 1900 dlsclosed . .

that there were 101,600 Indians of all tribes, as compared

to over 396,000. vhites, The Indiuns cvunt naturally took in

2

‘ é;l men enrol}gd in the tribes,_ many of whom wera enti}ely ®

vhite, but ¥ho had inter-married. The term of "squaw man",

-

reférring to such had been dropped., There were too many o

" $hem.” Many whlte men, not mﬁmbérs,of Indlan famllles had ~

been adopted by varlous tribps, and thus glven ribhts of

: citiZenship. ' - = ; . ) ' - :.-:A;“

Although chlef Buffington was only one. elghtllndlan,
~he-had spent his life among them, was ;helr lagder, and

naturally strove to yrevent this repid absorption of his
trive by ano ther racew o R e

~
hY

- Cattle weTe being bhlvped in and grazau on the Indian s A

land w1thout the consent'of the tribe. -True taxes were'. .

- -

L] . N p—
* . « . . . o
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collected on’ Many of tham hut wnny cumn.nd tax free,
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a Whitﬂ man plving "B indian » hma;fiféﬁ tw report the .
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GBn&r@bS wagWamnnding the anrollman? o Lh~ “anilung,
.and cox'nmiss.ipxm whresagnainte |, w0~ dub: s ioanr RO AL RO L

‘ ; S .

- |

o A |
® then. TH~ quaatiorn . whe tiuey Line F_nvq‘.*m:mt“. bowar ;,1;.53 1o

pay the Cherokeas  for acriour - thinre—iis Sheraleas. balisvad .
\‘ ‘ g - : . ) i . . . [

Y X '\.' . N . ,") ., :ﬁ - . -
the\United States owad tle.., wai.s Moot ome ¢ dud oue whick

"

P . -
= .
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a8 - } Yirieus contracts
“x X ! ﬂ—:;"(’ e e : @ ‘

¢ . - : . o T

with lawyere w-k~. pisced beloirr di- sraians Qrov;g;n‘v : per-

, - . ‘" t - -,

oontage of the ifgrnsa sum  w.r G b gaid ol the lawye
2 ' :

.‘Rajlro&dé“&nildinyginto the 1:&190 ihrrlforvaarn clajn

~ S '
., ~ .

) every Other- altnrnata seckion ~F Jana

g for thiir own, undet
e A : :
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tprm" with the FQvn”nmont‘draWn un in 3886'

zoh-prééided

£

wi C, Rogeir's, hamseld . Chearokee, wi0 subcredad Thamas

* ’ . . ? ) . .‘ . APV IR
. Buffington as gisf of nn%.Chcrokaes, and pho owned three

At Vnr vy @nother =t T&lala gna Jn$th~r ;t 6hia-
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