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old ĥ*«n 1 f i r s t earo^ to know

1

hal f *»iat*MY Suei^ Waodnll, and livnd just, on* m'Jl»

of our plnce, and /?r t)^iY» W T * no. ohUiir^u in n*in

hf and hio witV w r̂-̂  fr^qu^nt v i s i t o r s in <"Hir hom«

1 was afrMlu of my unnio h»cnus« he* wor^ loiu

and w-̂ s v**ry t ')i 1, stindinf, s ix foot s ix inoh^fi U\ h«r

bar« f.e*t, H<> to ld my a\mt ho was/rolnp, lo t«T0ft ro

h<* CSBTÎ  hr> hjcQU n̂f. a sack of erfn/Jy* Iviy nun-t

told mp ith-tt i f I woul<i walk up cioe^ to roy tM.cl** Tom, and
i

look £ight up in nic f.̂ c<% h^ would ^lv^ - " KOJM* cai.dy. 1

t h i s and' h4 looked down ?U }^ u^/ soidj-J 'Iou l;od.k

p u l l i n g o u t b j s ©^ok, h* ge

"mp h ^M.Q&.ot candy* "Kb^iv-'J.ha4 *a t»n t h a t b<* s a i d , ! 1 Now. ; '

—_ * * - *' * * "

#»t ftp h*»Tft in my lip', and,i will ftv« you th« wholn sack:."

I otfawl^a up in hi.^ lap, sivl a f t^r tb«t 1 was tn*v*>r afraid

of tJi« tall.m'in with long ha i r , ' ' ^ • ' , • '

Ch4.ef BuffiBgton had long hair wh^n h^ oatn^ to iVlawar**

•froBi/OMnksnalc© Matr lo t* pitf wor« i t long u n t i l about 1890. •
. • ' " - \ - • , • • • • ' . ' ! • " . • • ' • • : ; .

• . . * .
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It*grew in^proportion to h is length and looked.to be from

•2C4 to 30 inches JLonk.. He coriibed i t s t raight back,•and ^

. i t hang- CLOTOI urrier his hat . Whf?n 1 f i r s t know him, he was

a -feal 1 slira^ ^angli&'g young man, with hot niî ch fleshy but

as h<̂  matured he mad» one of Jh^ most s t r ik ing figures I
A, .

knovm.. He» w^igh^d ov«=»r 300 pounds,-'worp a number

11 shoQ, atfd knew how to' "shake a m ân foot ." ', - .

' Back in the parly days thor^ was ngt much amusement in':

the country, .and th« natives haJ to cr^at» ..thpir own

ments. In our neighborhood, a good, old timp country•d

was given oncf. every w»<»k or two, and a l l th* neighbors
attended. v. It was at these country danc°-s that Chief Buffington

distinguished himself as. "jig"fidahcer. iie could knock any

HS3rdX^'8""6ep~'lfiaTr

\ - "along with' a new step.; he wâ  the. f i r s t to learn i t . He

. waS:-a good-nold .time fiddler,1" and played the fiddle for the

othe,r\folHs to dance, when he, himself was not on th^ s e t .

•After I grew up, and learned how to play I went

• to my uncle\B,home very frequently. and, played an aocjompa-

.nilfaenton a gui tar-for him, ' I remember one time I was there,

- • • •• ' . • • • i " -

. • • • - \ • - • - . • • •
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stnd an <ild tirik, c i r cu i t . r ido r , Methodist preacher rode up •

to stay a l l night . My uncle -told'me 1 would have to stay

a l l ni^ht und help to e n t ^ r t d n the preacher. I d idn ' t
. . • - - ' • - ; • • *

know whaf h<=» m°ant at f i r s t , but before bed time 1 found

out. ^e wanted to' play*for th« prpach^r and vant<=>,d smp°

h^lp. Tĥ  old pr°;ichnr \i\c originally from Arkansas, and
<

spumed to ^njp^ %hn old "no-down" wasic v«ry much. After

awhile^ my uncle "cut down" on the "Arkansas Travf^l^r," "

and to roy amusement, that fc'^thbdist pr^achor h.o.pped r i ^ i t

out in .the middle of th^ floor'and "jigged " un t i l ho svas

out of breath. M^n h^ got through ho said, "Now

you boys t e l l t h i s , i f you do I ' l l deny i t ' . " 1 h

told on him, u n t i l now, and <*v»n th^n 1'VA got too much

sense to mention any nan«4s. • • ' • " ___•;Chief Buffington was a. ^ood man* and got along fine

wi th .a l l of his neighbors. He n*ver had an *fremy in a l l

of his acquaintances, unless i t was a po l i t i ca l snpmy.

only fault wast&rb of being "abserrt minded." One ofm the

biggest* blunders 1 ever,saw him"make was .one day-Mien he

started to Yini ta / about ten miles-, andpii th/* road, about •'
A-~
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three miles from home, ti« l e f t -h i s wifp a t the home of Dr. '

E . B/Frayser where she spent th% day with Mrs. Frayser*

The roads we^e bad and my uncle-did not get-back, un t i l

after night. ^ .forgot al l .about his. wif« being at Fraysers

"and drove on home;' before he Rver thought^of her, the»n he

. had to' drive his. two horse .vagon hack thr^e -miles after his

" wife • ' * - . < '~ •' • • • - : S

I well remember wĥ iTmy .uncle made his f i rs t race for

• office. He was out for distr ict judge, and h* decided to'

, make a trip across Grand Biver. pn his first cimpaign t r ip .

He had no buggy or hack, so he decidj?ii to rid^ "a young

saddle mule, he called '"old Kate." He° put his old fiddle

in a flour sack, and tied i t to his saddle horn, and with

his long black hair, waving^behind him, he s.tarted on his.

• f i rs t campaign t r ip , and was gone a1 week. I t was. common .

knowledge in Delaware ©istribt that Chief Buffington fid-

dled, and danced himself into his f i rs t office. , ^ „.

After beirig'^lected to the office of districir-judge,

my unole became known as Judge Buffington. I t was about

\ | M s time that he cut his long hair, put on more, flesh
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and became an ent i re ly different looking man. He ^continued,

his fiddling and 'dancing with the boys ov«>r .round thn court

house-, on Honey Cr^'k, anrfcbefore hi^ f i r s t .terrfPhud &

had become so popular with th° voters a l l over his d i s t r i c t

that a demand was nade on him to run for th^ s»nat° againt

L. B. (Hooley) Bel l . He did GO, u'nd made his f i r s t p o l i t i -

cal. enemy. Hooley got-to mad, ho cleclarnd he was going to

dri.ve my uncle .clean out of p o l i t i c s , but th« old fiddle and

big footed dancer was too much for him, and my ufl.de won in

\ a walk.

Thp res t of Chief Buffingtons' po l i t i cu l l i fe i s told

in his OTOI words, in hia la^t interview with me, and written

elsewhere.-. " - • ' ' . ' '" ' ' * ". ' • '

weitt^as in poll t ics. , JEBJSa»*«S^raising Qattle "and hogs
• ——- — ^̂  . • » ' •

soon after se t t l i ng in Delaware d i s t r i c t , and soon had* his

place covered with hogs and cattL=». Hr» was more lucky in

hog rais ing than c a t t l e . He lived in the edge of th« woods
mast for h i s hogs, and they did not wandpr very

far from home, although they were on free range.and could -
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question of allotment was a much bigger one to the average

Indian, than had -been figured, and when the vote "was counted

the Coon was only 302 votes behind; . • . '. *

. rt He immediately contested th^ election, through his

attorneys Frank Boudinot and .Daniel Gritts^ .nd the election,

was referred to a co. mittee composedojt-^iator C. V, Rogers

of 0ooweescoowee.i_JB4̂ ch'e~r'~ of Goingsnaka—a,nd

James Bonapart^^VoJiaJX---ef:3!-i^laware, Ben Helderbraiid of

Coowees'coowee and Waters of Flint d i s t r i c t . This committee

did not take action until sometime la te r . • • "
' A . •

/Chief Samuel H. Hayes und his executive officers -then

turned the reins of governm«rr1b ov^r to Chfr»f "Buffington •

who announced his executive secretaries to be Willis 0.

Bruton of Muldrow, Jetf T. Parks *afiff~4ndrew B. Cunnijigham

of Tahlequah.
j

The meeting then adjourned to the "public square in

Tahlequah where members of the tribe had gathered to listen

to their new chief's first message.-\
^

, Looking calmly over the crowd-, many .of whom w£re his- ;'

b i t te r polit ical enemies, th» eKf'ef addressed them'in-word's"
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carefully cbosnn, urging Ihon to \e.

gri^vnnc^s, nrH to rork bo^thrr,

»vnd most patriotic «ndr»avors mi<—*t-b<=

^ personal

^ b"«»sl t g

dod for th« benefit

of t h ^ n a t i o n a s a wholo.« H '̂ s~pok» .of ih<^ tr<*»Jty v.'>tic '.tlr>

Chorokoo.q had by-a wnl<>r'i\..v v"tn rHtifi«»«l

Th^ t r ° a t y h8"! b«=»«n '1T<!-<WII h\ t,hn lr.diai, l ,

vvitli jnomhnrfi cf th". ikwas Uoi_ul«3iou,. hm ).>n_r<->r;; hn«J f 11

3*

^d to i t . ito' t.i

c o n g r e s s m i g h t Po i iF id^ r i t . 1 <- ask^ ' i t ' ^ ' - o u n e i l t o a p p r o -

# y f o r tn«» ;»-iytn*-*j4 -o f del^gat^Vs ^xjjonse© t o i*ashIiiff.toxi

' / • ' - - " • '

t h » y w i r t i i c o n f e r w i t i i th . -= p - = s j v i = r , t > & : !.ir>iv:!o^rc> •>( ,U>e>
' * •

c o n g r e s s , r ^ l a t i v 5 t o i i ' l i i n 1HWJ> on-J i «aGui"»;j, b ^ i n • e .-{»•

c a p i t o l , sfekinM tfi . t fi<>t, mow* tfiajri t"v/r> d

In h i s n)p»ssrs—e> %n d

.»1^, I£4- primary 'schools HI.II orm_

urg^d t h a t wor^ monsy br ,royid"«i' fpT Urn. cchoo'J: syst^ku as

in many ins tances tf»ach<=rs had. Lau tV> dincouut warrants

>J chived for t h p i r snr-vic»»i'.

;. asyiiu;,

Gclioo'Jt s
^ -4.
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The white man v/as rapidly taking possession of the

country, given by trp.aty to the Indian^as his as long
-

as grass groTfs ' and water flows, l.o xong^r was. ĥ  £ierely

a visitor in a foreign .country. lie was a resident by

choice. He cane and brought hiiffa;nily with him, h^ built

himself homes, ĥ  cultivated the, soi l , he monopolized busi-

ness, A survey of th<=> Indian Territory in.l9C0 disclosed

that there" were 101,©00 Indians of a l l t r ibes , as compared

to over 396,00Q, whites. The Indians c-unt naturally tpok in

a l l men enrolle.d in the tribes,,many of whom wer<% entirely *

white, but kho had in't<?r-married. The term of-"squaw man",

referring to such h^d been ,dropped.. Inere were too" many cf

them. .Many white men, not mpjoibers jof Indian families,had

been adopted by various t r ibes , and thus given rights of
- * . •>

• *»

citizenship. - . _ « • • - • - ' • - ' ,

Although Chief Buffington was only one eighih Indian',

he-had spent his life among them, was their l«,ader, and

naturally strove to prevent this rapid absorption of his

tribe by another race. . • - ' , - . . -

- -. Cattle wero being shipped-in and grazed on. the* Indian's '•

'land, without the consent' of the t r ibe. -True taxes were *. *
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'...'mycollected"- on>rtany of •t,h<*irt, ty
. c • . ' • • • \ • " ' . .

a- whitfi Rian giving'8fi indian'o kniai].*
: • - . . ; - • " - . . • •

as hj..° 6wn. . •

j f| t a x ,1><=»R

fc<j report tbV

and c .is.t-. , i *',"•: t o

• i i i^ t o

the^-Wnj-tftd S ta t e s owad tite.., wftî -.s woot- OTS*.

cont inua l ly d«»inand<*-d th*1 •CtiL-&f',&^t-ia'n1>iocn \ Vir ious con t rac t s

witfc lawyers w '̂*-- J^fto^d before t,1,- .f.tJim^ irrovidin^-

p;e "of tjr=»ir»inrnPA 'Furr. w.r t c r-̂  -.vjjd- toi t t

RaJlroads"%ui 19,1 rv*̂  into t&^ 1-Miiap i'^rri fory' v»r« .cla}min>
r •••-• " x ^ ' ' • / ' I • i

;/. section -nf Jani for th41r owi, t

dop»rty of

t&Tm? with t

thfyi .wh«»n

...Indian i t s-hould

Vt; C, Hog^r ' s , h.irri

M, Buffington. as jssiof of tn»

eh*provided

?, wr.'o snbe^etio-d Thomas

vho -own«d

•;., another -it Talala ana a

took, Indian T»rritofiy,. a-nd invoiced a t #30,000,.refused t o .

it i>kia-
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\\ \ ://
.-4>ay. hfcs merchandise ted, and\ his stages wer* closed

stdrer
\

' officers representing -^ie t a x £O11£C%6T?&—£&?- the

TheV Merchandise Tkx, which 'Rogers was re/using to
• • r . - / • • • ;/K : •

pay, had be-̂ n bringing! much~rnoney into th«=>yCh«rokep treasury

and aiding materially In financing the gOYeria|ient of th/ In«

dlans... Rogers obtained^ a court order /permi'tting hW to

open hia store at Talala so that he might'dispose7 of perish-

able groigKsries. In this -standee -was- sjapport/d by-'^anj'
• * " • / ' . . . ^ • ' • ' • - /

• other Cherokees. He rptained as hi's lawye/T Iwellette & Smith,
' •• ' • • - , % ' ' '__ I

W. H, Kornegay of Vinita and Luman'F. ;,rark*r, Parses ST i
' • ' . • ' /

Davenport and W, T. -Ku^chins. They/Carried i t through lihe
• • • . • ' • , " r " K '• - / • . . v / . •' i -•

courts and ob.tained.a decision-favorable tp their client.'

Thus came ib- an end the

--Sefritory/ destroying much income--tax, for-• that t r ibe, a s . / . .
f-r • • • '-'-:' • ' / * ' -

most of tike stcrs owners were* white."'m^ii from- thp eas t . • /

. The/quection'of statehood at this" tim° _,was r i f e . ' Mos-t

of the vmite people in the eas t e rn ,Ml? , and prac t ica l ly a l l

in*"t'he western half" of • what is'"now Oklahdica were demanding

statehood. Bills were introduced in .Congress, which, had they
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- 14 -

-A cojnji}ittflr» ap»vn:t«vi b.

ol"

t h a t ?.'oulti j
• •

S i c K i ' n l « > y L i . a ^ a : .

L

uTf i,»,•--lot, t., v.i rt.-v;i ti.

.- .•» ;•:• , - , v \

j

• >bJ:'.

••. t / f ^ t y w ' <jn»avv

i t , a.,.' o1 .

counei

i t T>ro7ldrtd solutions on

— • «-•>,

v.niei- u-'.c fc<»»n

r f.i t t v \ M l i , V..* ijH.i-. ' . : ' .- r k i l l f u i dirrvc l*i-or>. ,

of the Ohi^f, aid«c. :• J . C. >ta-rr ,

W.'kay*s," i t Wi.v;-finally .\-i*s»w on i«ureb 4 , 1902
• • *

/Congress was in i t s c los ing days wh^t; tr^ ; - i . l r ^ j

it,.aaa hArici«rson .to allow i t to conî  upp ift • ^ •
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tho

Hit1 M. rut..
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"in*.-

e t i on ! >••

c o u n c i l WM.

! t'n^ rv"fir1 \ s i

,'f,-1 . . i

i > ' • r > < - » f • r s i ; - . , . - - . ; »

"'"<•--• kw

4,-340, - t e lne

3.8ft won hiG t .

with an-, vlpmr t H to ]* v6*« J». f a v -

for', aini ?.14

"v , ^826

xi In

to " h i s hoin- t . i ; . < - i ;

to woj?;; to v.ir.d'u. . 1 / ^ a f f a i r ; tioi>

in th<» s*)ort«st -- oaaible tir/;-'.

ib^ft-t.-t^r witL •», w, .t.al i.v>l'l,

Oklahoma 01 t y . • 0iA.in««i ot St'^'t^

r»" w«vt<»mbV>r xî  wnbt to

xU\.
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had, alwayB be»n .opposed by tii<= 'Chief, btif hir ; t i4 i] convitic-^J

b.im h* riMd-V»?i misinformed--.ioout tldf ^ c V r n i ^ c t i t ,

- - - •. - , . • •. -. . . . . ...' . \ '

v;hich hp had.npv«r vi&itp^l.. t<r, n. • t<;^, u n t i l 19-07., "wh«n • «

Sta tehood b̂ CMmp" a T"---»li tyif h<̂  d«voi.r*c:_ inuci. i t - ^ .c> b r l u ^ i n r

xJibout w«»14in~ of tl"*1 Tig.s.t^rn ..; r ' "»otTn hMtf<"S. -in to-or • - s t a t p ' .

I n t h i s , with the n*»,p of able; nv»u rrom uot;, ;--- jctions, u« wat

^ t / ' c . u i l ^ a f o r •».<lissoluUoi ' f t n ^ Cn^ro- T
to?o Gov^mmpnt fviarch 4 , 190C.


