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120) East 20th Street, Tulsa
Felice McIntosh Hindman

THE MoINTOSH ASSASSINATION

urse Us Jo Hindman nee Berry, vhose grandmcther
wvas Rebmcca Melntosh Haggerty Spire, has a file cover-
ing the Melntosh history, One set of torn elippings
gives the following detailed acsount of the murder of
Goﬁeral William MoIntoshe It is from the pan of Dr,

Ry J. Massey, a Georgis historian. He reports it as
it was told to him, thaae ¢lippings are from The Cone
stitution; Atlantd Georgis, October 11, 1905; .

The regeipt of a letter fraom Oho;sie MeIntosh,
attorney-at~law at Checotah, Ind, T, aﬂd superintendent
of schools for the Oreek Indians at that place, revives
a memory of a most tragic event in the sarlier history

of Georgila,

-

>

Ths communication is faultless in dietion and
elegzant in chirography and reveals the r§§t that the
writer and three brothers Freeland MeIntosh,:Gub Mo-
Intosh and D, N, MoIntosh- are grandsons of Williem
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KoIntosh the old Cresk chief who wes murderod by the
Creek Indians nsar Columbus, G2., for making s tresty
with the United States Government disposing of their
country esat of the Mississippi Hiver in exchenge for
the present Cresk reserwation in Indian Territory.

The full defails of the movement {hat resulted
in the death of old Ganm-‘al Hilliex Meintosh is pevw
‘haps not generally known to the younger gensration of
Georglans,

Ho was & half-breet_l of the mamm or Creek
Kation, and was born at Muscogee, en Indian town near
the mwesen?t city of Columbus, Ga. His father was Captein
William McIntosh, & Scotchmen and uncle of Governor
George M. Troup, one of Ceorgis*s greatest stateamen.
His mothor was & native of ummixed Indien blood. Having
been thrown into the sooiety of the more polished people
and having been the associate of our officers in the war
of our southera border he had aequired 8ll the menners
and much of the polish of a gentleman.

At the batile of Autossee, in 1812, General B‘loyt;
speaks mghly of MoIntosh's dravery and he alaq dis~
tinguished himself in the battle of the Horse Shoo, in
which connectiod General Jackson spesks of him as liejor
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MeIntosh, FPT several acts of gallantfy in the Floride
cammpaign he also signalized himsself,
THE FATAL TREATY
Among his people were two straong apposing factions
on the subjegt of ceding t° the United States Goverament
their lands {n Western Geargia and Eastern Alabama,
Genersl MgIntosh led the party in favor of gession,
Ho-poweth~le-yo~ho-lo, John Ridge, John Ross, and other
chiefs wers foremost in 6p§osition to this move, Thers
were aeveral meetings and ocm'x‘a'éi 1s held, and much bitter~ &
nees of feeling existed between-the two parties, At
this time at the north there waa‘a growing sentiment that
the Indians ehould remain in Georgls and Alabama, and be
permi tted to ¢ry the experiment of independent gover-ment,
They seemed t0 have forgotten that in foarmer years {n
their own ccuntry *the Indian titls to land had, as a
" matter of polisy, been extinguished, When it came to a
guestion of Georgia's rights, a pseudo-philanthrophy
seized them {n the shape of strong sympathy for the poor
Indian regardless of the sacred duties of the federsl
government toward an {individual state., Amon. the

Indiens many white persons had settled, These also
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opposed the movement and a councll was helgegghmisaion~
ers from Georgla at the Indian Spring, and & final
.agraemont was entered into that the Oreesks shsuil cede
their land, for which the government was to give them
agre per acre and a large bonus in money end an annual
stipend for m ny years, All the Indians were to move to
the new hunting grounds-z% the aost of the United States
Gb§;;£;;;€:4Li£*§§iértrade MeIntosh's own possessione,
a plage in Carroll County known to this day as the
- "MeIntosh Reserve”, was exgepted. I hayo been at several
diffevent times on {t myself, It is at Moores brid%g,
in Garroll Gounty, ten miles east of Carrollton, anﬁ
presents one of the most besutiful landscapes in Georgila,

At this council)l several eloquent spesches were
dslivered by the Indfans. Among other things, Meintosh,
realizing the trend of events said:

"Wi{ll you go and live with yéur pecple, increasing
and heppy about you? This mighty nation has begome
dwarfed and it will only be a matter of time chen there
will be no gems in this eountry and they will be with-

out food, Some of the young men have been to look at the
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proffered land beyond the great river., IY {8 good and
the game abundant, Will you stay and die with them here
aml leave no one to follow you or gome to your grave
and l.reep over thelr chief? Beyond the Grest River is

-

'Eho bright sun and the sky as blue and the water as olea;n
and as sweet ?:hey are heres, To love the ground is mean:
t$0 love the psople is noble.”

In this strain he continued for two hours addresge,
ing himsel? %o Howpo~othmle-yo-ho-10, Tedounting mieh good
from the move, His talk met with great approval among the
braves,

MCINTOSH OPPOSED.

At this junecture HowpoOwsth-le-yo-ho-lo arose and
$urning his baek upon Malntosk @ave the Indtans,talke
"Leave to us what little we have" he smid, "We sell no
more, Let us die whers ouwr fathers died. Let us sleep.
whare our kindred sleep, And when the last is gone then
take our land and with your ploms tear up the mould over
our graves and plant your aqrn above uss... Thers will
bs no one to weep st tﬁo deads No ons to tell the tra-

ditions of our po_oplo...!ho smys it is mean $0 love tho

Jand? 7To kesp ocur hearts in the grave as we do the Greas
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Spirtt? It 4s noble to love the land whers tiae corn grows
and whi’ch was given us by ‘the Gz;aat Spirite® Turning to
the whites he sald "¥e are few and weak, You are many
and strong, &nd you can kill us, Take our homes., But
- the Great Spirit has given us courage ts fight far our
homesy 1f we may not live in thegn. e will do it, \This
is our talke And our hs# talk," |

Arising, he wrapped his hlanket around his
‘shoulders, and he and his braves left the aaineil so
that the scounsellors end MeIntosh might do s tL v pleeseda
MeIatosh agreed that his people should be ready to move
within tn;ve monthse, The oéuncil broke up and MeIntosh
went home,

The disaffeated braves soon decided that MeIatosh
should bs assasinated, ’For ths particulars of the affair
I an indebted to 0ld man Doonan, who once lived near
Garrollton, énﬂ to an intimate friend of Tawny Moore, who
was interpreter on the ocoasion, Hinche Mabry, one of
the first settlers o« Carroll and en old naighbor of my
father's also the late Dr. John G, Westmoreland, a noted
physician of Atlants, mtgriany‘ assisted me] James Hull

of Oincinnati, and Thomas L. MoKinney, of Washington City,
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and my good old friend Mrs. Walker, who was resised on an
edjoining plantetion to the "Mclntosh Reserve" gave me
scne interesting data. Of course much of shis is tre-
ditimd.,' but getting it rro.m 80 meny sources, I am
satistied of its correctness, Since they all substan~
tially eonfim each other, I shall adopt Mr. Plckett's
account as given from James Moore, the interpreter.
THE ASSASSINATION

—-— . Hopoethlsycholo planped the marder, but did not
lead. He gave orders for his men to meet at a certain
spot on an appointed day. They were to stealthily suiw
yound McIntosh's house during the night and at day-bresk
got fire to &% ond es ho ren out fire upon him. Each
wrrior was furnished with a bundle of sticks. He was
to throw away one every day, end when all were thrown
eway bgt one, that was the day of attack. For any brave
t0 reveal this he was to meet cerfe‘.n death. How s_sell
thege men performed their duty is told by Jemes Moors,
or 88 he wes-more ‘partieuiarly knowm - *Jimmie Tawny".

\ He deglares the mamoyy of Bames Mecre was good

‘\ammg;x he had reached the oge of 78. A portion of tne
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Indians marched from the Indian village in wht;.ch ho:‘ vwag. )
then living, He saw them start and witnessed their re
tura,. ®

The Okfuskess and the Tookbatachas had beao ‘ @
indignants 4 secret councll resulted in the selectipn
of the bravest .mrr‘i ors of the nation to .consmnmateéhé
k$llinge The party consisted of 170 men, one-half of
whom were from the town of Okfuskee, led by Menowd,
an old fighter who hed enenuntered Jaekson at the@lgattla \‘
of Horse Shoe. The other half were from the town of \
Tookbatagha, eommanded by 'I;uskahadjo, wi*é*; whom went -

HOowpomothele~-vo-ho-10 o0stensibly as a privatse Thay

marched on foot, one before the other im the most ™

»
-

cautious and noiseless manner, meif\\route lay woross
the sountyy from the Tallapoosa River \t\o the Ghatta~
hooshes, and their destination was the r {denge of
General, Maﬁtoah. si tuated upon the dank the \latteri
stzeam, Arriving.in the neighbarhood d{ @t' ‘plafxe,

toward the closs of the second day, the party obs
from a eonaoale{! positi on, twe persons riding\alés
trail, These proved to be Ganeral Molnto 4 \
inelaw, Hawkinase They aould have been easily ki a&, |
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but their lives were spared for the moment to preserve

a gconsistency so common in all the plsans of the Indians,
Tho!bhad determined to kill MoIntosh in his own yard, in
the presence of his family and to let his blood run up-
on ths soll of that "reservation™ which the Georgians
had secured to him in the treaty which he had made with
them,

Pursuing their way for a short distance, but
still in view of the party, MoIntosh bid Hewkins good
evening, wheeled hia horse und rode back on the trail
toward his residenco. 2although he was then alone the
Indians deolined Yo kill hime. Hawkins, who had been to
pay his fether-in-law a visit; gontluued to ride hame-
ward, The unconsaious and {ll-fated MeIntosh rode on
tu his residence, )

The expedition remained in the woods until three
o'ologk {n the morning, seerseted within & hslf mile of
the housea I have mentioned that James Hutton, the
son-in-law of the person who gave 1s this ancount, was

'one of this expedition, He went along as an iqterpxo%er
to sonverse with ‘any Ameri{gans who might bs at MsoIntosh's

‘\\ house, He was instructed to essure them thet neither

\

\
v

\
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theiy persons nar property would be disturbed- & wise
arrengement, for this was a publio house and usually
fi1lled with American travelers, who were explaring the
new lands or who rcamed over the nation to gratify a
guriosity not then uncommone Traverlers were usually
lodged in en cuthouse in the yerd, end thither Hutton
and two Indi ans repaired,

HOME FIRED

They found a peddler in one bed and Ghilly Mo
Intosh, the son of the Gemeral, in another, The latter
sprang to his fee$, jumped out at a window and as he
ran off several guns were discharged at him without
effeats He made his way to the river and esceped, The
peddler who was operated upon by the double fear of
losing his life and his wares, was a most wretched man,
qntil assured by Eutton that neithsr would be disturbed,
His goods were rmnoved 1nto the yard, and the house in
which he had slept was set in flamess In the meantime
the prineipal body of the Eauailanu had surrounded the
main building, end thelight wood being {mmediately
kindled and e torch plaged under it, the flames threw a

bright light over the yard and exhibited to the astonished
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family of MeIntosh in tﬁayught of the eonflegration the
hidious forms of those who were to murder himes They
frequently shouted with muoh :;zultation, "MoIntosh, we
have eomes We told you 1f you sold the land to the
Georglans, we would oome,"

MoIntosh, upon the first dfscovery of the ase
pailants had barricaded his front deor and gtood neay

{ts Vhen it was fareedy he fired on them, und at that

7 moment one of his ateadfust friends, Toma Tustinugee,
fall i.ifelesa upon the thresholds His iody was riddlad
with ballss MaIntosh then reireated to the second
story wi{h four guns in his handsy whiah ;e aontinued
to discharge from the winiow. He fought with great
courage, though his end was,neag-,deyermine“d to aell his
life as dearly as possibles He was at this time the
only agccupant of the burning house, for his wives,
Peggy and Susannah, who had been dragged into the yard,
ware heard imploring the savuges not o burn him up bust
to get him out of the house and sho0t him, as he was &
brave men snd an Indian like themaselves.

MoIntoch now came down to the first story, and

was received with salutes of the rifle until, bdeing
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y&orceé with dﬁny balls, he fell to the floor, was seizo&
by the legs and dragped down the steps to the ground,
While lying in the yard and while his blood was sushing
from his wounds, he raised himself on one arm and eurvay;
ed his murderers wlth looﬁs of defiance. At that moment
an Okfuskee Indian plunged a long *nife to the hilt in
the direetion of his hearf. ‘He brought a long breath and
oxpireds The party after this plundered the houeo,killeﬁ
the stock, 2nd committed cther drpredations, as deseribed
in ;he publia papars of that day.
| HAWKINS ALSO KILLED,
On the evening when MaIntosh taok leave of Hawkins

upon the trail the latber sontinued to his rosidence, as

related, He was followsd by ahosen warriors who were in-.

struoted to ticke him & prisoner thot night. His house

w;a on one of the branches of the Tallapoosa, vhich the
Indians surrounded just before the bresk of day, They

ordored him 60 came out, He refusezl, but after defend-
ing himself 0 no purpose he was seoursd with ropes and
kopt alive until the Sate of Malntosh becams knownt then
he was killed amd his hody thrown into the rivere The .

Indtans marched b?ok to Tallapoosa with the sealps of
\

Ny
AN
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thase men, That o MaIntosh which was suspended upon
a pole in the publie square of Okfuskees, was the |
spectasle for old aml young who danged around it with
shouts of Joy. .

- It seems 1t wes gustomary among Indiens, espeai~
ally ehiefa, €0 have a plurality of wives, and 1%
devolope‘d that General Mal;ltogh had & couple, - Peggy
from the Oreek, and Susannah from the Cherokee nation,

who ed to;zether in the most enéeartn,&z frisndship to-

vard qg& other, and who shsred equallv the affections

of their husband, the generai. T

They immediately wrote to Mesers, Tampbell and
“Meriwegther, United States Caommissioners, for aid in
their distress, Also & pathetic appezl for ald was

| gent to &e aommi asi oners by Mrs. Jane Hawkins, daughter
of WilliameMeIntosh and wife of Samnel Hawkins, who was
assassinated the seme aight, She wrote thet the -Indtana
after killing her father, had taken all of his money and
as much of his property as they could carry off, and had
deatrayed the rest, leaving the family neither“cléthea
nor provigions, She was not permitted to bury either

her father or her husband,

-
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INDIANS IRSULTED WIDOW
"After I was stripped of my last froek but one,
humenity and duty called on me to pull it off and spread
M". over tﬁe body of my dead husband, which was allowed
no othe;' eovering, which I did as a farewell witness of
my sffection, I was 25 miles from any fiiend, but
sister Katherine who was with ms, and we had to stay
all night in the woods, surrcunded by e thousand hostile
Indians, who were constantly insulting énd frighteMng

us, - And now I am here with one old eaoat to my bagk and

. the Indians were removed from Gecrgiu.

not a morsel of bread to save me from perishing o¥ & — 7 -

rag of a blanket to cover my poor little boy from the sun
at noon or the dew at night, I am a poor distragted
orphan and widow," ¢ |

‘ Within a few years after the perpetration of this
sad tragedy, all of the prinoeipel ch-ieta opposed %o the
coas.lon of the lend to the government were &t cne time
and another asaassi;zated, and 1t was sevaral y@rs befaore

In g;mll detachments the United States army began

1ts operations, making prisoners of one family after N

enother, end gathering them into cemps, Ko one .ever

-
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_ncnplained of the manner in which the work was pertocmg_d,'
ﬁrough the good disposition of the army‘ and the prove
fdent srrangements of the oommander, less injury was done
by accidents or mistakeas than eculd reasonably have been
expested, By the end of June nearly the whole nation was
gathered into ocsmps, and same thouseands commenced their
march to the weet- the heat of the season preventing any
further smigration until Sopteml;er, when 14,000 were on
their mapeh,

The journey of 600 oar 700 miles was performed in

e e

~_ four or five _months, the best arrangemen ts “were mmde for
their aomfort; but from the time~ilay 23,. when their re-
moval commenced to the time when the last eompany cime
pleted its journey, more than 4000 persons sank under
their sufferinge and died,
MOINTOSH WAS OOURTLY -,
~ Referring 'to< MeIntosh's being p\rbli‘;s‘,;.‘-l_‘ will

state that during "he early twentiss of the laﬁ ‘century
borqu her marriage my mother 11;796 in Oolumbia Ooﬁiﬁty,
" Georgla, and ;lao.in the habit of visiting a married .

’

sister who livéd in Greengboro, Alabaria.

hd

1]
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The MuIntosh zi'ieaefve;lies directly between these
two points, almost 1:’1 a straight line. The house was
famous for good eooking, the best of fare; neatness and
olean linen, and she slwaye made a point of staying the
nigh? fhe:‘e. She ddclaz;ed tirn¢t white women might have
profited by the teao_hing of Peggy and Susannéh, and that -
no two sisters ever secmed more affectionate toward each
other than these two Indian squaws, )
I have often heard her remark that for courtly
manners, genteel bearing and the general polish of a
~ gentleman, she had never mst anyone, white eit—;ndianl, _
who excelled General MeIntosh, She reffered to Ohilly,
the general's son, as one of the handsomest men she had

ever seen, The eage and gourtliness of the father seem-

ed to have been transmitted to the son,

a



