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Johnson H« Hampton,
Interviewer,
July 14, 1937, w_^--

An Interview with Mrs. Polly Eyaohahubee.
Snow, Oklahoma,,

I was born August 1, 1871, i n Kiamichi County, Ghootair

Nat ion, east, of whatJU now Grant^Oklahoma, &$y f a t h e r ' s

name was Isham P e t e r s , and my mother ' s name was El izabeth

P e t e r s . I don f t know

f a t h e r f s neroe was GUSert C o l l i n s , and my grandmother 's

name was Cytith^a C o l l i n s .

I donft/know whether my fa ther came from ^.i

or not ; neMher do I knx>w whethar my mother cane from there

or not» *fy mother \ras of Cherokee Indian b lood. She

l ived somewhere near vhoik, mi fa the r l i v e d . I don'-t th ink

t h a t she e v . ' 3ived with the Cherokee Indians when ray

. fa ther married h'?r, end I don*t know whether ray f a the r was

i n the C i v i l VTar. .Tf he was,he never ssrid anything about

i t nor he <3iGi not t o l l us anything ab-^it the Wer« Of course

we heard about the ?a? but fro'a o ther p a r t i e s and not from

ray f a t h e r .

a!y grandfather and grandmother Gate from M i s s i s s i p p i .

\fhen they ar r ived here they located ea s t of ^rtiot i s now

Grant , Oklahorna. There v?as no s t o r e nor post off loe then .

After they d i ed , then ny fa ther l ived near where my grand-

pa ren t s l ived before they d ied; i n f a c t , we l ived near
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there until I was grovm and married* My father and mother

died there and were buried there at homef for there was

no cemetery to bury them, so they were buried at the house

like- all other Indians were "buried at that time*

We had a small farm that we cultivated. Y7e raised

ell the oorn we needed for our bread, for that was about

all theuse~we~Kad~~fi3r—corn for se_did aot feed ony of

the stock any aorn at that time.

We had good many oattie, nogs and ponies• They

ran out in the woods md out on the range where they got i

all the grass they wanted, and oite in the oane. 1% was

not far from ited River bottoms* In the winter the stock

\jiould run there and in the summer they would cone out in

the hills. The grass stayed green all winter so ire did

aot, have to feed the stock at all. All the Indians that

lived in our GO .munity had stocka. Uf course they were

not worth much, t*s there was no maJScet for' them, but we

would sell a few of thera for whet we oould get in order

to buy setae groceries with.

We raised plenty of oorn for ouf bread. We used to

. put the oorn in a morta? or Tom jfuller block, and boat it

until it feot fine grain just lltce meal we have now; then

, we would put it in softe jar and let it sour; then we would
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bak» i t , which we sailed aour bread* Then we would make

brand nut of meal that was not soured which we called corn-

bread. V/hen the com got hard we would g r i t i t for breads

We made the f i t t e r out of t in by punching holes through

i t with a bi£ nai l ; make i t rough on one side, then nai l

i t to a boHrd ao i t would be steady. Then we would g r i t

the corn onii make oornbrend that way. Vfe would ir.n'ie

hominy b.1 the same wuy.

Kotherhad ;i spinning wheel""end -s-UuSiiu She would

Spin ootton into three;.s and then she would put t'ais

V
t h r e a d i r t h e ioont and Treuve i t , where ehe would mn<e

cloths for dresses. She would .-na-e jean jjants out ofjthe

cotton. She would knit .voo"i,en aoc'.« and tilt tens, out of

wool* Fe had'a few sheep for o\a? wool. \.'e would phe^r

•beep in the early surwer and keep i t u n t i l the wl i t s r .

She would oard i t juet IIks she did the cotton s-m then

she wottift spin tho ?no], the.i she wculd put i t in the loom

Just l ike she 0003 rotton, then «ĥ » «uulvJ ..vsie aoc :s and

mitteca out of the wool, Shn used to ,-o out in the woods

and get, soue roots the.t she made dye out of but I don't

remember what they v;sxo» AnyvKiy, she usei tv> dye the oloth

she n»'Je end i t would look a tore-bought, not as nice looking

as store-bought but i t was just as good# '
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e make r.ny pottery but I used to

the pottery after they were irado. We had some of

then ourselves. They were used to-r>ut hominy in . We

had one or two thl^Tlrouia~)Toid ttbout^ons^gal^lon of homiuy

and had so. >e scal ier ones. I Sure do rvish I hud saved

one ox two of ^hem. I couid havo, but I d idn ' t thin.1'-

to save any of *;hem for a VRop-sake.. Then we had horn

spoons :&£.& -,uv 6f MV? horns which tfe uoed in eat ing-

hominy, I don't see u v of thorn now.

— — Q U ^ - ^ T I X H ^ <>osl T̂f-s at Pfixis, Toyt r . .vc traded

there ^or -fvn"il years. I t »7£s not f .rto Paris fro&

wo lived, yo we went there to net our groceries, .\fter

BfiV'*ral yetix- an in te r - arrive :u;: by the na'̂ e of Robert

Jones put u]"> a Sucre it: our neir^hrGrhood nno °al cd i t

HO8C IItl.L»' Ve tra:lert'there with hin foj aevoral yeri7*st

and when the Fri«co Railr,Qi:s ^-.e through sxi snai l towns

began *>> Ife •'35tc.blls>h'v2, TTG want tn" .irnnt far our t^roseries.

This ('«') Jones b'eg.'.'i to "clear up ĥe> bottan along the Hed .

River. He fiunlly hr-A a bi-> fr;xn3 aid I t io s t i l l known as

the Jones fa*'Ri» I t i s c- big faxsr. He has beo;i denrl i*0r

fifiVerol year P .

I never 30.W a,n In ' ian wax dance no.r the acalp dsnee, ,

I have heard of them but I never saw any of them. Town
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Aid, no£ -have those ^tarraes*
where I
of. They did have dano©3 thst I tec t

i t the Yirginla Heel or something l ike that , I don't know

wh.tt i t i s called, only what they called, i t .

.on ball /same. I used to hear of
• _

them, but I did not get to %o to miy of tha-n, I

i t was a t ra t ty h~rrt ga^a. They Tfould fight from the s ta r t

an t i l

The n©-07O3t oharch v«i3 *. ?re3byterian Ohurcli at Old

Goodlaid. V.e ^ould go tber© to attend tho neetip^, I t "'

* wan a eerap m<3-ti-1 .̂- .The Iudiias ^ould ca.ns there'a:id feed

tha people that •-iw to t^o cliur^trr" -They—s*5etî .og ;?oaid

have a "o-y*; fint t3 , if son:r Indi-an h^d diod they uould

•h,aT« his .-lernoriol orsached, fien they you Id 9} 1 ory. ' This

would be on Su id ay ?thon their cry *ould be hod. This nhuroh

as bueen turne.cr into n cchc'^l nni i t 13 a big school now,"

n by the Presbyter Jon Church. I think t: at i I .is a

ctaiian school now ran/the Presbyterian Church. Lots-of

g i r l s ii\ hoys attend this echool.

-When I trcs crowing1 up we ho:d no achocl iv. our noighbor-

. hodd so I Aid not go to school'at al l , -no I nm without an

education, I .can sivisk z l i t t l e English, {̂unt what I haVe

up, but I oan*tread nor vorite English, nor eaa I
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read or write In Chootavr. If X had some education and

-the dates I might have ~Beffn able bo tel l

you some things that I-have omitted

I am not a fullblood Chootaw Indian* father was

an Indian* He was, a Qhootaw but my mother, was a part

-Oherokee^__^ey were not fullbloods, but I don't know

what degree of Ohootaw blood I am, but^I^Krveritved

the Ohootaw Indians al l of my l i f e ,

I am now living about one mile from Snow post office

about twenty-five roiles northeast.' of Antlers, Oklahoma*

NOTE:- Johnson Hampton gives quite accurately the Indian
phraseology when interviewing the Indian Pioneers
and no change to more correct English is made in
his manuscripts. - -Editor.
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