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- BYACHAHUBEE, POLLY . INTFRVIEW, . * evssfifh
Johnson H, Hempton,
Interviewer, .
July 14, 1937, T
An Interview with Mras, Polly Eyachahubtse,.
Snow, Oklahoma,
I wae born Avgust 1, 1871, in Kiemichi Courty, Choctaw
Nation, east of what _ig now Grant)cklahoma. My father's

name was Isham Peters, and my mother's neme was Elizabeth

Peters. I don't know what her ma

My grand-

father's neme was Gilbert Collins, ard my grandm-ther's
name was C7ﬁth.a Qollins.

t/ know whether iy father came from assissipri
or not; ne‘ her dc I kngw whethar my mother cane from thereﬂ
or not, &y mother ves of Chérokee Indisn bloed, She
lived samevhere near vherse my fether liveds I don'™ think
that she eve~ livad with the Cherockee¢ Indians  when my
.father married her, end I don't know vhether my faither was
in the Civil Var. If he was, ho never ssid enything about
it nor he 681G not $cll us anything ebut the Wer, OFf qourss
we heard absut the mar but from other parties and not from
ny father.

#y grandfather and grandmother cste from Miséissippi.
When they arrived here they locuted east of what is now
' Grant, Oélahoma. There was no stere nor post offine then,

After they died, then my father lived near vhere my grand.

parents lived befors they died; in fact, we lived near

H



464
EYACHAHUBEE, POLLY . INTERVIEW., 8736,

Y- 7

there uﬁtil I was grown and married. My father and mother
died there and were buried there at nome, for there was
no cemetery to bury them, so they were buried at the house
like  all other Indiens were buried at that fime,

#e had a amall farm that we cultivated. Ve raised

ell the ecorn we needed for our bread, for that was about

all the use we ha roorn for we did not feed cny of

.

t?e stook sny aorn at that time.
We had good many cattle, hogs and ponies. They
ran out in the wouds ,nd sut on the range where they got ,
all the grass they wauted, &nd owt in the cane. It was
not far fram Xed River bottoms, In the winter the stock
‘would run there aud in the sﬁmxer they would come cud in
the hills. The grass stayed green all winter s¢ we did
10t have to feed the stoeck at alls, All the Indians that
1fved in our cc munity had stocke. O course they were
not worth much, us there ves no mafket for them, but we
would sell a few of them for whst we could get in order
to buy saue groceries with,
We raised plenty of corﬁ‘fortoui bxéad. vie used to
. put the corn in a{mortax oflTom'Fuller block, and beat it

until $t kot fine grain just lire mesl we have now) then

we would put 1t in some jar and let it sour; then we would

-
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~bake 1t, which we 2alled sour bread. Then we would make
bread nut of merl that was n&% soured which we galled corn--
bread, ‘hen ths corn zot hard we would grit it for bread.
Wo made the gritter out of tin by punching holes throughb
1t with a big nail; make it rough on cne side, then nail
it to a bourd so it wﬁ&ld be stesdy. Then we would grit

the gorn aAand maks cornbrend that way. Ve would mate

~ hominy b, the same wuy.

¥other had = spinaing wheel umd & lecm. She would

/ .
8pin cotton into thresis and then she weuid put tiis

e
thread ir the ionz and weuve Li, whese eghe would mace

eloths for dresses. 3he would na-e jean nunts oul of?he
eotton, She would knit soolen soc® and mittens vut of
wool, Fe had = faw.ahe;p for our wool. \e would sheup the
sheep {n the eariy suer and keep 1t until the wiiter,
She would card it juct liks spa did the cottion e al then

she would spin the woaoul, then she wculd pat it in the loom
Just Iike she does cotion, then she would .wce 1?023 and
mitéena out c¢f the wicl, She useq 0 o9 out ia the woods
and get some rsots that she mede dye out of but I don‘t
remenbey whait they vweras anywny, sihs usel t. 8ye ihe oloth

»

she made end it would look store-bougnt, not 23 nice looking

4

ag store-bought but it was just as good, ‘

’
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WTNEBVBr\Bawaanyona make eny povtery but I used %o
sae the pottery after they were rade., We had soue of B .
them norgelves. They were used to-put hordny in., Ve ‘
had one or two that would hold about;onghgg;;og~pf homiuy
) * e T
and had sa e spaller ones, I swre do wish I hud saved .

one or twi of “hem. I couid have, but I didn't think
te save any of “hem far a ‘eep-sakc., Then we had horn I
8DOORS [ 8de wub OF 1aw horns which we used in eating™

hominy, I don't see ¢ of thom nows C

N

TT—Qup tralf oy post wes ot Paris, Tawco., e draded

— o >

_there Por several yonrs, It wes nnd T.rto Paris fran vhere |

¢

we liyed, 86 we weani there to net sur greceries, After
aezﬁggl yent- an inter*‘arrivé ni2: by the nane »f Tobert
Jones put up a siore it our neightorhood spe ~al ed 1%

Rose {ili. Ve imraled-there with hin for several venrs,

and whern the Frisco Railrﬁéé ~ane ﬁhrough &t szl towns
begen %o Yo astebliszhad, we wont tn Jrant far our groseries.
This ma. Jones bSugsn %o 'clesr up *he bottoa along the Red.
Rivgr. e £iradly hed a biv faxm and {t 15 =tiil known as
the\Jones fa:@. Tt is o blg furz. He has bee:n dend for

' several years,

Q

- .
I never saw an In'ian wer dance nor the scalp dence,

I have heard of them but I nevéi gaw any of them. Town

z
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where I lived. they d1d not -have those dances that I kmow

" P

0f. They did have daaees that I wvert to But they—esdded

1t the Virginia Reel or movething lilte that, I don't know
U]

- what 1% ls 6alled, only vhat they called 1t.

T I-nover—sav_gn Jndiaa ball game., T uss3d tc heur of

them, but [ 314 not get to go to anymgghzggajvfuﬁ5553‘that---~kg‘
1t wes a (ratty hr-rd gavwa, They would figzht from the start
until the zare was ovar., ¢

The nestest ahurch was = Presbyterian Chursh at Q14

Goodlaad. Ve would go there to attend the neetinz, It

wag @ esmp me - ti-ge . Ths Tudicas sould camp there ead feed . -

tha paople that ~5e to tho ¢hursnes They soenedines would

have 2 "o-y7; thnt #8, 12 soxr Indiap hed died they would

‘have his ~emoriol oreached, then they sould 421 ory. ' This

would de on Su:day wzhen their cry would bé hed., This church
as besn turned ‘Inte a cehesl and it {s 2 big school now,
un by the Praesbdbyterion Churehe I thirck tiat it ls a

by '
etarian sqhool now run/the Preshytorian Church. Tots of ©
dian girls ) hoys attend this echool.
-Phen I wos crowlng up we hed 2o schasl ip our noighbor-

hodd so I 313 not go to schosl at a1l,-s0-T am without an

- edudation. I .gan spesk & little English, just what I have

‘ploked up, bup I sen’tTead nor write English, nor cen I
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resd or write in Chootaw. If I had some edusation and _

moer - the dates I might Eave besn ol

you some things that I have omitted 1n CRTE STETyy-— <

I amn not a fullblood Choctaw Indian, My father was

an Indien, He was a Chootaw but my mother. was a part

——_Oherokee. They were not fullbloods, but I don't know

. what degres of Chootaw blood I am, bub I hive Itved with— —
the Chootaw Indians all of my life,
I am now lxving about one mile from Snow pust office

about twenty-five riles northsast of Aantlers, Oklahoma,

NOTE:« Johnson Hampton givés quite accurately the Indian
phraseology when interviewing the Indian Pionsers
and no change to more correct English is made in

his manusoripts. -Bditor.
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