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Jfenard Store - Post Offioe

During a portion of the decade of the eighties

of the last century, and for some years later , there

nee a general store situated near the banks of the

Bayou Menard, some seven miles eaBt of the town of

Fort Gibson. The store wee on the w&st bank of the

bayou not far distant from a ford. The road which

passed immediately in front of the store led from

Tahlequah to Fort Gibson and was situated at an

excellent trading point. The proprietor of the store

was William H. Hendricks, a Cherokee .citizen of some

prominence, having served as a member of the Cherokee

National Senate, and also as superintendent in charge

of the National Asylum for the blind, indigent and

insane. Hendrioks owned a large farm near the store,

and when a post office was established under the

name of the Menard post office, received appointment
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a s postmaster , a p o s i t i o n he occupied fo r a number

of y e a r s .

The haokB and buggies in which passengers t r a v -

eled between Tahlequah and Sor t Bibson often stopped

b r i e f l y a t the Hendrioks S to re , meals .be ing procurable

in a d in ing room nearby^ and a t a sbmewhat^later d a t e ,

' in the decade of the nineties, the stage

had been placed upon the road made stops at

Before the opening of the dining room travelers often

made their meals from canned goods and ore eke rs which

were purchased in the store*

In course of time Ilendricks, becoming advanced

in years, retired from business and others operated

the store and dining room. large numbers of people

traveled over the old road for some years after

Hendrioks ceased to operate the store, but finally a

J railroad (a branoh line of the Frisco) was built and
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connected Tahlequah .and #or t Gibson, and a f t e r 1902

there was l l t t l « t r a v e l over £ha winding road which

had been l a id out in e a r l y and eventful day8 of the

p a s t . Yet l a t e r came al lotment of Cherokee lands

and eventual ly the admission of Oklahoma as a S t a t e .

New roads were l a id out and the pioneer road, a s i t

may be des ignated , f e l l in to permanent disuse through-

out most of i t s d i s t a n c e . Today the s i t e of the

Hendrioks Store and of the farmsr Menard post o f f i ce

i s approximately one mile north of the highway l ead -

ing from Tahlequah to Muskcgee.

Many persons who in bygone years t r ave led by hack

or stage coach over the old d i r t road a re yet l i v i n g

and r e t a i n r e c o l l e c t i o n s of having passed by o r stopped

a t the Hendricks S t o r e , in which was t o be found a

va r i e ty of merchandise and grocer ies*

Hendrioks ra i sed many hogs and was adapt in cu r -

ing hang and bacon and h i s b ig l o g smoke house usua l ly
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ooarainrd an a r^ lo supply of wircc* neaL, oo.no o ' r.

waa nl-i3«i; on s a l e .

IT. the period of 1394 ~ f95 *h<? rviil nta^e was held

up t y i c ,,rj i'av; ~ii,.oa in n lone ly :-pot ' i . J,ho 'ffood-

lands ' coinp-ir-.tiv. l y ohoi t d i s t ance -Vom ti:e Lear-rd

'os^ ».f ice;, l u t taaudi-iotis ^.e^e usually ;i:i«t along the

''?, A. Lk T.BteV' » who Ĝ vfc tl.e iu fonvi t ion in t h i s

' v i - t , i.a: a ot*;-J. drivf-.1 in .the oa:-!.?1 £ y '.

. . . e Lv.-v l i \ ^ a t


