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' HOME IN THE INDIAN TERRITORY

Father chose for his home hers the lard whers
North Miami mow stamds. Our land reached both south
and west of there. The tallest old treas im the morth
part of North Miami are on the spot where our house
stood. Here tath;; built us a comfortable six-room -
Rouss and along the south side of it wae a loag room

where he gave dances.
DANCES

The room was so large that rou} aet of aquare
dancers could dance at once and leave room for the orowd,
On the morth side of our house we had a large dinimg
room amd here at mid-night‘father always served supper
wheR ke gave a8 daxce. He charged a dollar for diazer for
a couple. He served everythiag, roast youmg pig, chickens,

turkeys, ice oream amnd differemt kiands of cake and pies.
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Father was & baker by %rado«and for soms-years had
& bakery in Baxter Springs, Kansas. It would take
-uovaral.days to get everythimg prep&rod. Taen, too,
just off the room wﬁogo ihgy denced was a at;nd vhere
cigars, ice oream, chewing gum, candy and lemomade
~mere sold.
Father iired_alyounh mar from Baxter Springs,

1 do not recall, to call for the damces.

He alsg’hired the music. He gave at least ome damce
a month and sometimes am extra as om Chrisimas or
soms other holiday. He looked after the order him-
self and allowsd mo ome to attend who was drimkimg.
People from Baxter Sprimgs, Kansas, Sereca and
Neosho, Missouri as well as from Chetops, Kannan)and
other towns came to these dances even in the days
before we had any réadn. During the time that the
soldfers were stationed south of Baxter Springs, they
would co;a by the wagor loads across the prairie dg&g—
ing Yig mule teams. Vest of the house we also had &
race track amnd here many reces were held amnd mea would

bring their horses from all the surrounding towns.
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No driaking was allowed but betting was amd bets wers
laid on everythiag from the horse to a hat. There

were people who did mot have much momey amd they would

bet even their farm machimery.
HOME LIFE

We rais;d everything ﬁhat we ate and bought only
sugar amnd coffee. Pather took two hundred acres for
himself amd mo£her and for each ome of us four childrem,

My land lay south of home om what is now the wss$
side of Highway 66. The G. A. R: Cemetery is on my
allotment.

When Brother Will's,son Jack died, mother allowed
his body to be duried there and scom others wanted to
place their people there as there was mo cemetery close
to us and they did so.. Pinslly after there were sev-
eral graves there, I sold it to the G. A. R. people im
the oafly 90's, thirty-six acres for $1600.00, reserviag
the four acres in the southessat cormer for a churoh
that I wanted to see built there.

Just across the road south of this, Father kad
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set aside an acre of my land and the neighdbors with
JAis help Red built’a small school houss. The schools
were subscription schools dbut this was the r{rst .
school where my childrer and most of the others who
were yousg then firat started to ;ohool. The "Used
Car Lot" is mow cn that coramer.

Qur houee was struck by a oycione at one tims,
It was not blowmn completely down but was badly twisted
" and wreoked. I tgs\sick at the time and my brother
Wiil; James K. Moore amd my husband made a rest for
me in their arms amd carried me out to the barm. At
another time the top atory of the house where we were
* living was blown off.

There was lots of wild game in the oountgy then,
algo a drove of wild horses west of us on Elm Creek
and slong the Neosho Bqttoms.

We fenced our fields and some of the doys looked
after the cattle that ranged om the‘prairio. Each man
had his stock, both horses and oattls, brended. Thers '

were cattle sverywhers om the prairis which wus covered

with a bluestem grass in places as high &s your head.
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ROADS AND ¥ERRIES.

In those days we had mo roads but we had & trail
wora soon that w‘:t nor;h Just w‘at of Commerce unﬁ
north ard east to Baxter Springs and east amd & little
south of Seneca, Missouri. However, as more ;;opl. came,
other traiis were made amnd later whea there was more
travel they were called rosds and for a lomg time the
ORly change was when some of the nreighbors would get
together and maybe build a bridge over a small stream
for the larger omes had torriia.

There was a ferry on Sprimg River oist which raa
whea ﬁho water was high; there was a ferry at Bigkmife
_called the Bigkmife Ferry, ome across the Neoshe River
where the 014 Military road.crossod)oallod Poolor'q

. Ferry and the drongind Rorth and west of us om the Ne~
osho was called Stepps Ford. Later, they put.imn a

forry across the Neosko south of Miami amd as travel

\\\ihproasod others were added.
// \‘\‘
MUSKOGEE FAIR

When I was about seveateem, a group of meigkbors,
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five sovered magons of yn;dooidéd to attond the first
fair t; ho:lold in Muskogee. We weat east to what was .
then called the Lime Road. This road was alomg the
state line and there was much,trivol over ii. People
moving south who were a;raid to cross the Imdiax
ccwiitry would take this rosd. We camped along the
road aad stayed about a week im Muskogee.
We got 80 tired on the way that Florence Wade and -
I w?uld get out of the wagons ;nd ridoAaoms of the horses
that were beimg taken alomg. We were gone meerly three

weeks.

CATTLE THIEVES

fe had no protection frag the law in those days
and we had many cattle om tio ;pOl range and lots of
Rerds were b;ing drivea through here to Baxter Springg
so of course mamy of tﬁg cat{io would diaapp4;r and
could mot be foumd. The mem begam watching and they
found that there was a ring of men workimg. Part)of

them would roumd up the cattle and drive them some little
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distence and turn them over to amother thief and the
first mam would retura to work and be on hand the mext
moraing lq/i;t to be m1;5-4 RoY suspected.

By watching our men we spotted nime who were doing
the "rustling” we wuited till we caught them im the
act, then they were all shot amd hung to trees. This
happened about a mile east and morth of Horseahoe Lake
which lake is just morthwest of Miami om the river,

A;othor time they hea}d a darkey at nighq(’//
out amomg the eattle. They followed him to Tar Creek
and placed a rope around:his reck, threw the rope over -
& limb of a tree and then fastemed the rope to the saddle
hora amd drew him up amd then tied the rope to the tree
and left him there as aa eiamplo for others to see.

Omne »ight I weat to a dance at a neighbor'’'s and some
I men were there who were drinkimg and trying to break up
the dance, Gne of the men who was Arilking was shot
sad they brought him imto the Eouso end stood his dead
body up in the cormer, @nd than rent on with the dance.

Another time on the roed to a dance some of the

folks fourd a man who had beea frozem to death; they

E4
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picked up the body amd dbrought it along with them and
stood it up in the cormer at the dance, thimkiag perhaps

some oRe would kmow who the mam was,
INGIARS

#e ceme kere with the Miamis after the chief kad
arrsaged for us to have lapd in the west part of the
Peoria Netiom and later we were adopted into the Peoria
Tribe. Tais did mot keep me from being afraid of  the
other wild Indians who ;ero brodght here. I was .always
afraid of the Nez Perces amd the Ponmcas. Whem they were
brought heres they wore blamkets and were watched by the
soldiers. The Ponces were camp;d aionz Spfing River
and made a crop thers., The Modocs were soon takea to
the Modoc Reserve and were quiet amd frieadly smd amxicus
to lears after they were brought kere im 1873.

Tre Pottawatomies were ror~a while om & square ox
this side of the Neosho River at the morthwest emd of
our lard. Some of them lived ix tepees and some had
small log kouses but they did mot stay here lomg amd

moved to joim othears of their tribe farther down im the

*
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state. There are many of their graves on the Demo
Farm weat of GCommerce.

e lived part of the time on the farm and s
part\of the time in Baxter Sprimgs where father had

a bakery.
MARRIAGE

' On December 26th. 1875, I was marrjed to Oliver
thn Enaworth callcd by all whko kmew bhim Johnms

He wes bora February oth., 1856 in Parke County,
Indiana. Hio father was a white maRr and his mothqr _
was a mqmbcr of tbn Brotkertown Pribe cf New York.
His fat@er:s papa was John and Ris mother's was Eliza
" Enesworth lca‘paznottc. She diud'whcn he was six months
old and.his father died when he was three years old,and
-étée: gis father's death his gramdmother,who lived in

Miami County, Kemsas, went amd brought him ard hia three

_sisters to her home there. Ons of these sisters, Nary

married Edward Black, assistant Chief of the Peorias

under Peorie Baptiste and after Black's death, married

128
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Fr;nk Beaver, later tie Chief of the Peoria Tribe.

My husband remainsd with his grardmother ia
Kansas, attending achool there until he was sixtesa
when he came to the Imdiar Territory.

We built a comfortable nome om my land amd John
broke our first lamd with oxen, imoreasimg the mumber
of ascres each year till at one time we had eight hun~

dred acres under femce,
ACQUAINTANCES AND FRIENDS

We grew to kanow many people,in those days. Among
them I recall Paul Craig)who thex liyed in Baxter Springs
and who would go ahout drawing pioctures or the streats.
For years he kas drawn for the front page of the Demver
Post. Miller, the father of the Millar Boys of the 1.0l
Ranch, was & frequent visitor and' we have visited him
at his ranch. The James boys would frequeatly spead the
aight with us or would ride up for a mesl. They would
put thelir horses im th» bara aad them hamg the saddios

just above the horses. Omce Johm had & horse they

femncied and they offered him $100.00 for tke horse.
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Johm accepted the money amd let them have the Rorse

even though he did mot want to do it.
A PAYMENT

Cneo we had to go to the(kaoﬁcy wben it wss near
Seascs, Missourl for u payment due us, Indians were
guerding the place, stationed sll around it and we
learned that members of some robber gang had been
frightened awsy by the guards that moraniag. I had
to walt till the very laat omne that day sc it was lste
when we started home. My Rusband wae‘driviné a team’
of rusers aad I had a 81000.90 in my purse smd we
woere afraid that we would be holé up ané,my busband
said to me, "If we see alyoge,ﬁhp iooks suspiecious,
you throw the bag with tholmogey ax far @s yod?céi in
the woods and try to remsmber where we wpre gf the

time and I will drive back and gqt,it? &d:tunatoly,

N !
we were not stopped amnd we meade & quick trip home,
HOME AND FAMILY

We built differeat houses ia those days from
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the ones we build mow. Our housed them were mors sube
staatisl. Our old smokehouse amd bara are built of

" walunut boards s=d the floor im the barm is of walmut
boards, three imches thick amd still mot wora. Qur
amok;-houso kad a double wall and the space between
the walls was filled with sawdust. Overhead the loft
was the same amd each wimter the men would fill this

_with fce takem from the river emd packed ir sawdust,

LATER LIFE

»

After Miami bad beer luid out for some years wve
moved to towm end my husbend and James Tharpiwho is
sﬁ}ll iiviné there, run a livery stable for some years,
Our childrem went to school there.

o Later; we nold the farm and made our homs in Miami
all the time till my husband died some ten years ago.

. At the present I live here in Commerce wita my som.



