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grace Kelley, \
Investigator, '
Decembeyr 28, 1937, o X

Interview with Beaden Esli ck, \
Route 2, Henryetta, Oklahoma.

\

‘Coming to the Territary in 18882. \,

\
I have made so many trips to the Territory from
Missouri that {t is hard for me to keep them straight
in_my mi\ﬁd. :The first trip I made was vhen I was tn‘*n
years old, My parents had started to Texas, We had |
besn on the roada for eight or ten days as we took our |
4time instead of seeing how fast we could travel, The
roads were winding instead 6f keeping straight courses
and rersons would travel more miles in éetti ng to a
sertain-place than they do nows Then we had %o cross
the streems without bridges so0 if a stream was up we
had to wait for it to run down,
When we left one town we had instructions as to
how to. gét to the next town and that was all the in-~
foxtmtion we 0%t unless we happened to meet a white

parson. There were Indians but they ei ther could not
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or would not talk; {f you spoke |to them they never
thought of answering.
.There were pretty good road}a close to the larger

é 1
towas, such as Muskogee, Tahlequeh, MeAlester, end

lishominge, but all the othsr ro;ads wore like cow trails
and you bad $0 guess at whether you were taking the right
one or not,

The night that we camped at ;or elose to MsAlester
somebody tried to get the team zmsi Father and I zat bo-
side the horses with our -uns until daylight. Ve then
hitohed u;; and stavrted on our way.:i

Wle oame %o an 0ld men who hadﬂ‘ camped not far from
us that night. He had had one mare but somebody had
taken it that night, He and Fathex wore talking about
1t when Father asked him it he woul\d know her tracks,
The ol. man said that he would but &that as he was on '

ot he could not hope to catch up ;vith the horse thisves
ie offerod Father $5.70 a day to taka his team fram our

wagon qnd to ride with him sfter tha mara.

|
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F&ther got d\p...., unhitched and i1eft us standing
there while he waTt off with the 0ld men; we felt very L
lonesoms while he (was gone,%co. They followed the
tracks to the -0ld %mn's aon-in-law's corral, He went

started bask it

into the corral,ti" d a rope armnd the mare's neck ami
ait saying anything to snyofe, Father

and the 0ld man weﬁe a half dsy gettlng back and wg\then
resumed our trip 1'.0\1L Texas, ‘@

The second ni%ﬂ; afte# t;*.at we were camped again
.and 1t was very dar*c. T-Brotgher was playing arcund the
log caxppfire', mmi@ back : nd forth, He started soream-
ing tha”t someb ody weis untying the horses fram the wagon
wheels, Ve Jumpad \Yp, tlthdugh we couldn't hardly be-
lieve anyone would come 20 1003, 1nd a fellow ran off,
Wie tied our horses by the fi‘ o anl ‘hey were again guarded
all night uwith a‘g\m. |

Good horses brought & good price and u stranger could /
not find a horss after it wag out of sight while & native

of the same country would know just about where to lodk
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Yor 1t; 80, f;;r that reason {t was usually the stramnger
wre’ lest the horse, Most of the horses out of the state
q@;@ t‘ t end pretty compe.red to the Indian ponies;there-
) f‘oro) that was another reason for their wanting ourse I

,found that it was whites more than Indians who 114 the
stealing and there was mure ‘\orse atealing than robbing,

A man would travel over miles and miles of prairie

?:1 phout @ house in.sight and without meeting a person,
It isn'¢ much v;onde'r that we got tired of the trip. When
We Gams ta the farm of Tom Collins, & white men having |

e;n Indlen wite,l we storped to pick cotton anl corn for
2im until we got enough money to return to Missouri. His

farm was in the VWashite bottoms west of Tishomingo.

Indian Stay.

I d0 not know if these Indians were Chootaws or
not but they were met in the Choctaw Nation. Ve saw
a long string of Indiens coming up the road toward us.

They were riding bareback, about thirty of them, and
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they did not ride as we did, that is, two or more alreast
bus were riding single file. We were really afreid but
we juatqkept driving’oﬂ 4B we weré in plain sight and {3
would not have helpéd us to stop; When they got even
with us they just barely pulled out of the wagon road
anrd went ar.und us without speakinglcr avting &8 1f they
hec seen uss There wasn't a woman &n the bunch, Just
men, They had nothing on but'breeohkclouts. Their faces
had red spots on the cheeks and their 105; haiy bupg down
in plaits., I did not flad vut where they viere golng but
I wes glad that they wers not 1ntere§%ed in us as eagh
one carried a big bow and arrow,
Sauaill Story of 1887. .

The next time'I came to the Territory I was seven-
teen years 0ld and I came that time with my parentse. That
ti..e we stopped between Lehigh and %101&; we put in an
overshot mill for Bill Jackson. He was also a squaw man.

Here there was a very little store owned by John

Boswell and there was a post office in it. There were

.

w
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four or five hiuses nearby; =n1e of them were on farms
end <thers were where the land was not in sultivation,

Six or ei-h%t men saw:d and hewed timbers for the
congtruction o7 this mill? then comnleted there was a
sawpill, a grist mill and = cotton gin with two gin
:tandgse. Father helped bulld all of these and T mede &
hand everv 4sy. ‘

Jagkson paid Father 325.00 a day for us both and
“ather gave me }1.00 a dav and my hoard as rmy share.
I ffzued he paid me a fair dlvision as I as an in-
expérlenced hay while he was exnerienced in nmill con-
struction, worked hard;and had the expense of the home
end femily. I did ncfiwasta my money thoiugh but spent
it like 2 man. I bougﬁt a couple of good horses that
wo nesded and all of us aould use,

After these bui]diggs were ready to use Father
rented them asnd ran ther;,t thp rest of the year om sheres.
Soms of the »naople b:cuéht their own logs 1o be sawed

on shares, Part of my father's share of the logs went

|
i
|



ESLIOK, BEADEN, INTERVI E¥, 12831,

*

for rent. Other pecple who did not bring timber bought
his share; I think he aold J’Qekaon'a share, too.

_ The closest cotton gins were at Caddo and Atoka,
twonty or thirty miles away so people brought their
cotton from ten or fifteen miles arcund; corn was also
brought the same distance to be ground.

' Construction of a VWater Race.

ms\ vas‘an overshot water mill; the powsr wheel
was forty feot {n diemeter snd Mmd boxes at certain
distances apart, Ths water fell down on tap of the
wheel and filled tha top box with water; the top box
went domn and the next box ceme to the top, It stayed
there until the torgc of the water drove {t down} that
gave ths power to rt;n ei ther the gin, grist mill or saw-
mil)l as ths belts were changed but the same pulley was
used oz the power wheel,

There was g large \‘\spring on top of the mountain and
a "rage” was bullt trom\\it to the wheel, You would think
it as a trough built on \q trestle that was built of logs.

|
i
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A sixteen £05% hewed log was laid down for a level -

(&)

foundétion end & hole cut | \; ' in each end %o
hold two logs uprtgxt'. f’ 2r : They had anothey
hewed 10g across them t_'\;j‘_ and two upright
logs were mortised in‘c.\? : "7“ \ \\"“‘ 1t at. pointa about
twelve feet apart. :( ",'; !f' “‘ kﬂ &\ They w‘am measured
and tuilt the right g ?J " T helgnt to hola
the rece. Some of 3/ \  them hed to be
built much higher ,./ ,’ \\ than others owing
to the distence - - /’h" o L b r7én the
spring. /

Father liked the Territory as he could #k:o more
money here but his people wers in Missouri énd e would

want )f)o see them 0 we would go back and étay a whiYe,

s
/
4

then return to the Territory. /’

I

¥hile we were gone Mr. J‘aoksnxf rented the mill to

another man who tore it up pretty badly 20 when Father



\\ | | ‘_ 217

ESLICK, Bmgp INTERVIEW, 12531,
\

‘\ °

\\ .
returnad he again took it over so that he could get
it back in good\' condt tion.

The route ig, took on these trips was from Fort
Smith 0 Poteau, stralght through to MgAlester, Stiring-
tom, and Lehigh, B ?

Dead Cattle,

The wintez of l&g? was a bad one, nn;'eh oozder and
with more snow ané io:‘! than was usuel, Soms_company 1}1
Texas had some cattle grazing arcund Viola, Sinve a :
person had to pay for a permit to live in the E;erritory,
a representative from thia company went t the foicer's
of the Indian government aﬁd paid for a peix;it tg turn
loose a thousand head of ca\‘ttlo. That was why the of-
ficers were wealthier than tt\xb comuon Indisns as they
"beat*'them out of their shar;‘ of the grazing money.
They had not been in the habtit d: feeding the ocattle
as there was a;wayl winter grass k‘or them to eat but
this year the snow covered it until the ‘6&%’?10 aould
not get $0 it, They were not used tg the ln;nr and

cold ef ther,
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You could stand in one place and count from fifty '

\

. \ "
to seventy-five hesd of cattle dead or dying. Xhe cer-
casses wers just left where th\ey fell. Soms men got a

contract to skin the hides off \pn halves - that is,the

\
men would get half of the hides for skinning them off.

I was a boy of seventeen and woul& not have done that

3
}

for good cesh, It doesn't take ;nué? imagination to know

it wasn't & pleasant job, They would just throw the skin

!

up in the wagon and ‘Yo the next cow,

#1ild Gams.

Yoo~ -

\

There was plenty of wilé 'game and I kept the settle-

\

ment in venison as I liked to bunt. They would help me
bring the deer ir, skin them and then we would divide the
meat among the neighbors. De®r yere 10t restricted at that

tims,
No Ball Games,

The Choctaws had made it against the law to play ball
a8 they had gotten to gambling btut they had stomp dances.

I never went to tbair dances but have baaii 10 the (reek

54
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dances. Both had a drum like thing to dance by, a
wooden hoop, one end was open and the other had a
rawhide covering upon which they poundad out the
tine.

Selling Catton in 1895.

1 came to Tablequah and rented a farm f:gom Boss
Thompson for thirds and fourths. Sometimes I would
take my cotton to'Tahlequah; somet imes to Hulbert as
I was as close t0 one place as to the éther. There
was [0 set price on cotton then and évory buyer had
his own price. A neighbor would take his cotton to
one of the towns and when he came back the others
would ask him what he was pa;d: Another neighvor
iwould go to"tie other town. The rest would & to the

town where the best price was given.

Indian Missions.
The Rock hcademy was east of Viola and was for

both boys and girls. As its name implies it was a
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lerge rock building. There were no homes mear it and
I 40 not think they had any farms cloaef/é it.

There were two lndian missions at/Tahlequah. The
one for the boys was on the aouthwest side of the town
and the girls school was on the northeast side., They
were btoth finé, large stone buildings.

End of the Salem Post Office.

I bought the store from Owen Marler and the post
office wias inm it. Oscar Wagson had been postmaster
at the store until I bought it. There was a route
from lienryetta besides the Salem Fost Office. It took
'all of my wife's time and she did not make 5¢ & day.
She would gst a certain ‘amount of md%ey for the stamps
that she sold and for registering letters, et cetera,
but would get nothing for handling the mail. I took
care of the store anq she took care of the mail. So

I wyote to the iosat O0ffice Depaxtment and told them

the conditions and ti.ey wrote me to bundle up all the L
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stuff and take it “in to Henryetta. 1 did &s they di-

rected and that ended ‘the Salem Post Office.
salt Spring.

My brother and I were riding between Tahlequah
and Adair; we heard watsr boiling—hpifor quite a
while before we got to the spring. , «e -supposed 1t
was hot; we got down and put our hands in the water

N

but it was cold and very salty.

v

" *ote- This saw mill was or Clear Boggy Creek be-

tween Lehigh and Viola. :
-Grace gelley, Field .orker.
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