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Grace Kelley,
Investigator,

28, 1937,

Interview with Bead en Kalick,
Route 2, Hehryetta, Oklahoma,

Ooming to the Territory in 1882.

I have made ao many tripa to the Territory from

Missouri that i t i s hard for me to keep them straight
v ••

in.my mind* The f i r s t tr ip I> made was when I was twe^Ye

years old. My parents had started to Texas. We had

been on the roads for eight or ten days aa we took our

time instead of seeing how fast we oould travel. The

roads were winding instead of keeping straight courses

and persons would travel more miles in getting to a

certain place than they do now#< Then we had to cross

the streams without bridges so if a stream was up we

had to wait for i t to run down.

When we l e f t one town we had instructions as to

how to, get to the next town and that was a l l the in-

formation we £0t unless we happened to meet a white

person. There were Indians but they either could not
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to them they never

thought of answering*

t There jsere pretty good roadie close to the larger

towns, such as Muekogee, Tahlequfch, MoAlester, and

riahoraingo, but a l l the other roade were like cow t ra i l s

and you had to guess at whether you were taking the right

one or not*

The night that we camped at or close to MaAlester

somebody tried to get the teaa so) Father and I sat be-

side the horses with our mns unti l daylight* Fa then

hitched up and started on our way*

We came to an old nan who had! camped not far from

us that night* He had had one raare but somebody had

taken i t that night* He and Father were talking about

i t when Father asked him if he woulid know her tracks*

The oli. ioan said that he would but It hat as he was on

ot he could not hope to catch up with the horse thlsvea.

He offered Father $5*00 a day to taie his team from our
1

wagon and to ride with hid after the! mare*
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Father got dpim, unhitched and lef t us standing

there while he weiit off with the old man; we fel t very

lonesome while helwas gone,too* They followed the
1

tracks to the old pan's aon-in-lawfs corral. He went

into the corral,tied a rope around the mare's neck and

started baek frtthot^t saying anything to anyone* Father

and the old man were a half day getting back and we than

resumed our t r ip toj Texas*

The second night after tn&t we were camped again

.and i t was very dari:. Brotjhe* was playing around the
i

log eampfire* running baek jand forth* He started scream-

ing that somebody was untying the horses from the wagon

wheels* We jumped lip, tlth&ugh we couldn't hardly be-

lieve anyone would Come «o alooe,, ind a fellow ran off*

He tied our horses by the fijra and ihey were again guarded

a l l night ttith a gun*Good horses brought a g iod pries and a atianger could

not find a horse after i t was out of sight while a native

of the same country would know just about where to look
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i t ; so, for iftaf reason I t was usually the stranger

K© lost the horse* Most of the horses out of the state

Pit and pretty compared to the Indian ponies;there-

for©-> that- was another reason for their wanting ours, I
•

found that i t was whites more than Indiana who lid the

stealing and there was more horse stealing than robbing*

A man would travel oVer milea and miles of prairie

without a house ln-*ight and without meeting a person*

It Isn ' t much wonder that we got tired of the t r ip . When

w»~"caTffii tooths farm of Tom Collins, a white man having

an Indian wife, we stopped to pick cotton and corn for

him unti l we got enough money to return to Missouri* His

farm was in the Washita bottoms west of Tishomingo.

Indian Story*

X do not know if these Indians were Chootawc or

not but they were met in the Ghootaw Nation* ^e saw

a long string of Indians coming up the road toward us.

They were riding bartback, about thirty of them, and
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they did not r i de a s we d id , t h a t is> two or mare abreas t

but were r i d ing s ing le f i l e . We were r e a l l y a f r a id but

we j u s t kept driving" on ao we v;ere i n p l a in s i gh t and i t

would not have helped ue to s top . When they got even

?ri.th us they jue t barely pulled out of the wagon road

nr.d went around us without s p e a k i n g , ^ a c t i n g cs i f they

hau seen us* There wasn*t a woman iin the bunch» j u s t

mun. They had nothing on but breech c l o u t s . Their faces

had red spo ts ofc the cheeks and t h e i r long h a i r hung down

in p l a i t s . I did not f ind oat where they were going but

ti
I was glad that they were not interested in us as eaoh

one carried a big bow and arrow*

Sawaill Story of 1887.

The next time I o&iac to the Territory I was seven-

teen years old and I came that time with my parents* That

ti.ae we stopped between Lehigh and Yiola; we put in an

overshot mill for Bill Jackson. He was also a squaw man.

Here there was a very l i t t l e store owned by John

Boewell and there.was a post office in i t . There were
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four or f ive houses nenrby; s^oe of them were on farms

end others were where the land TOB not In cu l t iva t ion*

Six or eififr"t men sanr^d anc* hewod timbers for the

cop.stTuction o** t h i s m i l l ; Tihen connletofl ^here wns a

n a m i l l , a g r i s t m i l l and a cotton gin with two gin

stands. Father helped bui ld a l l of these and I made a

hand every day.

Jackson paid Father .45*00 a day for us both and

l-'nther gave me .$U00 a day and iry hoard as ay sha re .

I figured he paid md a f a i r d iv i s ion as" I -*a8 an i n -

expert srwed boy -while he *ias experienced in n i l l con-

s t r u c t i o n , worked hard and had the expense of t he home

and f*ynily» I did ac t ,'fasts ny money though but spent

i t l i k e a mane I bought a couple of good horses t h a t

wo needed and a l l of us could use*

After these hui)dings -were ready to use Father

rented them and ran them th? r e s t of the year on shores .

Some of the p9opl© brought t h e i r own loga to be sawed

on shares* P a r t of ray f a t h e r ' s share of 1fae logs went
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for rent* Other people who did not bring timber bought

h i t share; I think he sold Jaokaon's share , too*

The c l o s e s t cot ton g i n s were a t Oaddo and Atoka,

twenty or t h i r t y m i l e s away, BO people brought t h e i r

cotton from ten or f i f t e e n mi les around; corn was a l s o

brought the same d is tance t o be ground*

Construction of a Water Race.

Thin was an overshot water m i l l ; t h e power wheel

was for ty f e e t i n diameter and bad boxes a t c e r t a i n

d i s tances apart* Ths water f e l l down on top of the

wheel and f i l l e d the top box with water; the top box

went down and the next box came to t h e top* I t stayed

there u n t i l the force of the water drove i t down; that

gave the power to run e i t h e r the g i n , g r i s t m i l l or saw-

m i l l as the b e l t s were changed but the same p u l l e y was

used on the power wheel*

There was % large .spring on top of the mountain and

a "race" was b u i l t from i t to t h e wheel* You would think

i t aa a trough built on a trestle that was built of logs*
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A sixteen foot hewed log was laid down for a level

in each end to

They had another

and two upright

i t at points about

They were measured

-'height to hold

V /.

foundation and a hole out

hold two logs upright*

hewed log across them

logs were mortised into

twelve feet apart. ^

and built the right £ (t

the raoe« Some of

built auoh higher

to the distance

spring,

Jfrther liked the Territory as he oould oak© more

money here but his people were in Missouri and he would

want to see them so we would go baok and stay a whiXe',

then return to the Territory* /

While we were gone Mr. Jaokaon rented the mill to

another nan who tore i t up pretty badly so when Father

/ ,

\ them had to be

than others owing

f r/Ojn t h e

I
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returned he again took it over so that he could get

it back in good condition*

The route we took on these trips was from Fort

Smith to Poteau, straight through to MoAlester, String-

town, and Lehigh* 2,

Dead Cattle.

The trinte? of 1687 was a bad one, much oolder and

with more enow and ice than was usual. Somejsorapany in

Texas had soa» oattle grazing around Viola. Since a

person had to pay for a permit to l ive in the Territory,

a representative from this company went to the officers

of the Indian government and paid for a permit tg turn

loose a thousand head of catt le . That was why tht of-
\

fleers were wealthier than the common Indians as they

'•beat"them out of their share of the grazing money.
\

They had not been In the habit of feeding the oattle

as there was always winter grass for them to eat but

this year the snow covered i t until the "0«itle could

not get to lt« They were not used to the snow and

cold either. \
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You could stand in one plaoe and count from fifty

to seventy-five head of catt le dead or dying, '̂he car-

casses were just lef t where they f e l l . Some men got a

contract to skin the hides off \>n halves - that is , the

men would get half of the hides f̂ or skinning them off.

I was a boy of* seventeen and would not have done that

for good cesh. It doesnft take much imagination to know

it wasn't a pleasant job. They would just throw the skin
i

up in the wagon and go to the next cow.
Gams.

There was plenty of wild'game and I kept the settle-

ment in venison as I liked; to hunt. They would help me

bring the deer in, skin them and then we would divide the

meat among the neighbors. Deer were not restricted at that

time.

No Ball Games.

The Gboctaws had made it against the. law to play ball

as they had gotten to gambling but they had stomp dances.

I never went to their dances but have been to the Creek
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dances. Both bad a drua l ike thing to dance by, a

wooden, hoop, one end was open and the other had a

rawhide covering upon which they pounded out the

t ine .

Selling Cotton in 1895.

1 came to Tahlequah and rented a farm from Doss
>

Thompson for th i rds and fourths. Sometimes I would

take ray cotton to Tahlequah; sometime a to Hulbert as

I was as close to one place as to the other. There

wae no set price on cotton then and every buyer had

his own pr ice . A neighbor woald take his cotton to

one of the towns and when he came back the others

would ask him what he was paid. Another neighbor

^would go to* the other town. The res t would go to the

town where the best price was given.

Indian Missions.

The Rock Academy was east of Viola and was for

both boys and g i r l s . As i t s name implies i t was a
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largo rook building. There were no homes/near it and

I do not think they had any farms cloae/to i t .
/

There were two Indian missions atTahlequah. The

one for the boys was on the southwest side of the town

and the girls school was on the northeast side. They

were both fine, large stone buildings.

End of the Salem Post Office.

I bought the store from Owen Marler and the post

office was in i t . Oscar Watson had bean postmaster

at the store until I bought i t . There oas a route

from henryetta besides the Salera Post Office. It took

al l of my wife's time and she did not make 5# a day.

She would get a certain 'amount Qf money for the stamps

that she sold and for registering le t ters , et cotera,

but would get nothing for handling the mail. I took

care of the store and she took care of the mail, so

I wrote to the I-oat Office Department and told them

the conditions and they wrote me to bundle up a l l the \
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stuff and take i t in to Henryetta. I did aa they di-

rected and that ended the Salen Post Office,

Salt Spring.

My brother and I were riding between Tahlequah

and Adair; we iieard water boiling up for quite a

while before we got to the spring. , «<e 'supposed i t

was hot; we got down and put our hands in the water

but i t was cold and very salty.

•Note- This saw mill was on Clear Boggy Greek be-
tween Lehigh and Viola.

v , -Grace Volley, Field worker.


