
CH1BLKS WASHINGTON INTEJRVIKW # 1 8 3 9 1
150



BIOGRAPHY 7OR!r

"'ORKS PPGGR3SS .ajn
Indian-Pioneer lhs.t<jry-project-£&r Oklahoma

, CHARLES WASHINGTON. HWEHVIBH

Field Worker's name B

This repor t made on (date)

1. Name Waahlngton Krrln.

2. p^t ^fricc Address sago,

3. R^i,i4enc^ address (or loca t ion) ^ n j > w ann^haaat ef HufO.

.4 . DATS 0? '*IH?K: r'onth Day Year

5. Pl/ace of b i r t h * „ _ _

6. I'anie of Father -ffnilim gyylnt Place of birth flouth Q>rollna«

Other information about father y^t.har dlid at Roabttok Lttlf.
Err in.

7. Fan.e of T other H l i i a b t t l h p^ptr- p l a c e o f b i r t h »°—r Q—rnU.

Other informaiuon about mother Huriafl »t ahoal Q— if ry.

Notes or oorapJeoe narrative ty fie f iol i v^crkar.dealing with the
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D. Greene,
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Journalist.

An Interview With Charles Washington
Ervin, 12 miles southeast of Hugo.

My father had a brother, Calvin Ervin, who ha<H

married a g i r l in Miasiasippi, who was almost a f u l l blpcjd

Ohootaw Indian. She had sons French blood, but oould
» /

•oaroely speak English when he married her. Sally o/bson

was her name. They came to uoevksville in the Ghoct/aw

Nation, Indian Territory, in the/year of 18?3 orypossibly

sooner, perhaps with the f i r s t bunoh of Chootaw^ that

were brought out here from Miss iss ippi . They'sett led a

plaoe about four miles west of Doekaville, and a l i t t l e

north, the plaoe now known as the Ben Sneed plaoe. They

l ived there several years, in faot Aunt Sal ly died and

was buried there in the garden.

In December of 1869 my father sold out at Rome,-

Georgia, to co.ae to h i s brother Calvin in the Indian

Territory. We rode the train from Home, to Memphis

Tennessee and we went from there to l i t t l e Rock-, Arkansas,

by steamboat. When we got to l i t t l e Rook we heard that

the Red River was so low that steamboats were not then
«

running on it. So Father set out and walked from Little
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Rook to Doaksville, Indian Territory, to get his brother's

wagpn and team to ootae after ua and our plunder. When '

he got there he was so worn out from his two weeks tramp

of a l i t t l e better than two hundred miles that he got hie
I

nephew, Columbus Ervin, and another Chootaw young- man,

Earrieon Lonan, to oome a f t e r ua.

He were in L i t t l e Rook a t ChrlBtmaB and New Years.

1 got a 40b dr iv ing f o l k s around town in a haok. They'd

c a l l i t a t a x i now 1 gues s . My l i t t l e brother, Ed, saw

aOme l i t t l e boys d i s t r i b u t i n g l i t t l e pamphlets and i t '

looked l i k e a good idea to him, t e hand books t o people

as they passed along the s t r e e t , so he went t o the f ree

l ibrary and got an armload of books and was g iv ing thea

away to anybody who came along when a policeman oame a long

a»i inves t igated i t , and took us both to the p o l i o e head-

quarters . 1 had a hard- t i n e oonvinoing them that I had

nothing to do with i t , u n t i l one who had been given a

book came in and said Ed had done i t . But when they

found out that we were jus t two l i t t l e ignorant boys froa

the country they turned us l o o s e .

He l l , f i n a l l y the boys got there with the wagon and

team, and we s tar ted out* I t was rainy and co ld and i t
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took us a l i t t l e saore than two weeks to make the tr ip*

We bad so much rain and streams were swollen and we would

have to wait for them to run down, sometimes two or three

day8, and sometimes about the time we would think we oould

get across , another r iee would ooae along* We made that

tr ip in February, barefooted, and we walked a l l of the

way. Mother and the baby had to ride in the wagon with

the plunffler, and ahe drove the wagon. #e bigger ones had

to walk. Sonstioiea the l i t t l e ones would give out and

ride u n t i l r e s t e d . . At night we would s t r i p the limbs off

of a sapling and bend i t down and t i e i t down and spread

a tarpaulin orer i t , and gather up leaves for a foundation

for our bed, make our bed- on that and we f i ve kids would

orawl into that and s leep as snugly as you p lease . That

l i t t l e tepee would be prowded. That kept us warm.

I was big enough to plow and when we got to Doaks-

v i l l e i t was t ine to begin planting earn. We planted every

seed we could get our f ingers on. HO had broueht a lo t of

them with us . fte raised a garden t l o t s of potatoes , beans

and ?orn e s p e c i a l l y .

Uncle Calvin had a contract to -re -bu i ld Sponoer

Academy, which was located about 15 m i l e s north of h i s
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plrice, and had been almost demolished by the Union

soldiers in time of the war. so he took hJLs family up
• ¥

there and le t us have hia place for the year or more that

i t took him and ay father to re-build, the five buildings

which saade up the group of Academy buildings. Father

stayed up there a 'lot of the t i^e, and oame home at inter-

vals to see us. .

After that ŵe moved to Gcodwater which was about 16

miles south-east of what is now Hugo, Oklahoma. Goodwater

had been a mission school for the Indians, but was not in

operation when we moved down there. There was a frame

Wilding there which they told us was the original Mission

School and ohurch building. We lived for two .years in one

of the old homes for missionaries, and brother Bil l was

born there.

There was no mission school there when we lived there J

in fact,»I don't recall any school at a l l being held there,

but I do remember the camp meetings they used to have there.

People would gather there from miles and miles around and

camp for weeks at the time. It was.the big get-together of

the year, and they would prepare and bring some of the best
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things to ea t . And a lo t of food was cooked there on

the ground. They would barbecue beeves, hogs, goats and

deer.

I was to ld that the lumber for the ohuroh was hauled

from Texas. Bed River in those1 days was fordable at Slate

Shoals. That was before i t was dynamited in order $o per-

a i t passage of steamboats at that shallow place. Later

the steamboats went up Red River as far as Denison, Texas.

Occasionally small steamers could go up Kiaaiohi River as

far a a where Sawyer i s now.

We moved oyer into Texas and l ived a oouple of

years, then we moved to Pine Ridge, and stayed there about

three years. That was about a mile north of Doaksvil le .

He l ived in an old missionary home there too.. There were

several standing then and the church too , but they had no

school or church there while we l ived there, that I remember.

The f i r s t and-only schooling that I got was one term

of three months down on Horse Prair ie . The teaoher was

an old Kexioan War Veteran named Patterson. I was about

17 then.

When we l ived at Pine Ridge, Father owned and operated,

a blacksmith shop at Doaksvil le . I t was while we l i ved

• / \
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there that he aent my brother and X out into a oodar

thicket to cut some posts . Our l i t t l e white dog followed

ua, and treed one of these bob-tailed wi ld-oats . I climb*

ed the tree and knocked him out with a olub. He l i t on

my dog and the white hair was just a f ly ing l ike snow.

It made me BO mad to see him tearing up my l i t t l e dog

that X jumped on him and stepped him to death. But not

before he had raked my shin from ray knee down with h i s

olai»B. It never got we l l , though 1 stayed in hospi ta l s

for months at a time. I had a sore leg a l l of my l i f e

unti l ur. L. P. McCuistian at Par i s , Texas, amputated, i t

in 1930.

I t was while we l i ved at Pine Ridge, too , that I

went one night to spend the night with a cousin of mine,

and her husband. There were three of us boya s leeping

in one bed in the west room of that log house, across

the hal l from my cousin and her husband. X was sleeping

in the middle, when some horsemen halloed at the gate .

Gilstrap was the young fellow on the outside of the bed,

but he commanded me to get up and see who was ca l l ing

"hello", out there. X started, but he got triad because .

X pulled the covers a l l o f f of him, so he swore and got
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out himself and opened the door to the hall. By that

time they were In the hall, and when he opened the door,

they began shooting into the room. There was a long

table in the room covered with dishes and they shot them

all off of it. Then they hammered and hammered at the

door on the other side of th<* hall. Then they went out

the back end of the hall to the baok of the yard to re-

load their old muzzle loading guns. While they were out

there 1 got up to put on my boots. I thought the fellows

gone, but they were not. You know how hard boots will

get if put beeide the fire to dry? Well I had been
»

slopping around in mud and water that day in nine and

had set them on the hearth to dry out; The hearth was

made of clay, because i t was a stiok and dirt chimneyt

and oonstant sweeping had hollowed out the hearth until

i t was a lot lower than the floor. I was sitt ing on the

end of the floor boards putting on .uy boots when they

begun firing again through the oraoks of the house where

the chinking had fallen out from between the logs. I

keeled ~>ver f lat , but was not hurt. Then they went off

to re-load again, and my cousin's husband tried to get
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oko to run O)rt and go up to Uncle Calvin* 8 about a n i l *

north of / t h e r e and get another gun and aome more aamu-

n i t ion for .him. His had given o u t . 1 was a fra id to g o ,

and then he suggested to h i s w i f e that we a l l aake a run

for i t and get away into a th i cke t in front of the house

whi le they were in the back yard. He said that the

marauders would not bothejr the c h i l d r e n , that he was a l l

they were a f t e r . . She refused to l eave her c h i l d r e n . She

said she would j u s t d i e r igh t there with them. Then I

•j^ipped out and got under the house . Some hogs were

s leep ing under the house and I guess they must have

thought I was a dog, they ran me out* I could not go

back in the house . Ttiey were shoot ing into i t a g a i n , so

I slipped out to the lo t . I started to catch a l i tu le

gray pony, but 1 knew they would catch me on him, so I

got a bridle on Gil at rap's horse and led him over the draw
i

bars and hopped on him, away I went. The shooters sighted

me, they mounted their hearses and took after am, 1 had a

l i t t l e a£art and gave them tbe sl ip when 1 cans t6 some

thicket3. They didn't know which way 1 went there, and

they didn't much care, it was ay cousin's husband they
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were af t«r anyway. I rode on to Undo Calvin's and got

h i s shot gun, and by the time 1 returned It was broad

day l i g h t , and another bat t le was in progresa.

I stopped in front of th« houBe aorosu the road in a

thiokat and watched the b a t t l e , but did not go on over.

After awhile the fel lows went away. ' Thia aan who had

uarried my cousin had k i l l ed a fellow and these fe l lows

ware friends or h i s seeking revenge. But they didn't get

him. He l ived to be, k i l l ed by another enoay,'and h i s

^ widow married four more t imes . Gilatrap didn't die e i t h e r ,

he went off over into Texas where he had come from* He

said he had had enough of the Indian Territory.

We l ived at Doakaville several years, then father

moved to Roebuck Lake. He had been there one year when

a» took sick and died. We buried h ia in Doakaville

cemetery. Mother died just about 12 years ago, about

1925. She was ninety-odd years old when «h,e d ied. We

buried her at Shoals cemetery.

There were' l o t s of so ld iers buried in the Doakeville

cemetery, A young man by the name of Charlie Waters was

employed by the Government to dig thea up for removal.
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I t took h i » a y t a r or more to d ig them a l l up. He would

•ake l i t t l e wooden boxes and se t them bes ide the graves

and he would put the bones and a l l v r i n k a t s or means o f

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n in eaoh box and pr int a l l he knew about

each one , on 'his p a r t i c u l a r box. Then when he would get

a wagon load he'd haul then to Fort Smith and they would

be buried there or at Fort Oibson. 1 don ' t know which.

While we l i v e d a t DoaksVil le and Pine Ridge X waa

over a l l the h i l l s a n d oreoka tuftny t i n e s , and a l l around

the o ld f o r t . A good aany of t h e w a l l s were standing t h e n ,

and there was a cemetery over near Fort Towson, but I

b e l i e v e i t was a sort o f family bur ia l p l o t of the Good ing

family . Some tombstones, are there y e t .

I remember the home of an o ld miss ionary , Parson Keith*,

the church had given i t t o him for a l i f e t i m e . I was on

the U i l i t a r y Road e a s t o r Gates Creek. The road t h a t ran

fron'tf l t imathule past Clear Creek, D o a k s v i l l e , t o Rose

H i l l , which was the post o f f i c e u n t i l i t was aoved from

there to the home of George Oaks a, and named Longview.

longview was three m i l e s e a s t o f what i s now Hugo,

Oklahoma. An o ld f e l l ow by the name of Case carr ied the

mail over that route f o r a long t ime .
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• Xjong years before we oeme to thia Indian country,

a band of Cherokeea had a village on Carney Creek, which

rises about two miles south of MoCann in Chootaw County,

ani p*es«» my plaoe just -about a wile and a-quarter to

the west, and empties into p6d P.iror tbout three miles

eovth of Shoal a. That Tillage was just about west of my

plaoe. Well, for some reason, the Cherokeee abandoned

that village and left their cabins, unoccupied, so a

bunch of Choctawa, who wanted to be different from the

balance, took possession of that village. The Choctawa

I «ent\on were called Sixth Town or Bridle Indian, why,

1 do not know. They would tattoo a line fron the lower l -

front of th« earo to the comer of th . mouth. 1 used

to aee them eat terrapins. They would catch one, pui a

coal of fire on i t s baok, which would wake i t

i t s head, which the Indian would whack off with a

then he would wrap i t in wet clay or leaves and roast i t .

&hen it was done, he would remove the hinged lower shell,

and take a horn or shell spoon, or a good stout stick

and s t i r up a l l the inside thoroughly, and eat it» The

entire contents, just li&e we do oysters".


