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Field YWorker's name Hezel B._Greens

This report made on (dats) _Decenbar.1l, 1997,

1. Name Charles Sashington Ervin.
2. Post ~ffice Address Hugo, Oklahome.

3. Reuidence address (or locatinn) 18 milea southeant of Hugo.
A DA’I;E OF 3INTH: enth Day Year 1880,

/- .
9. Place oT birth —Poms,—Ceargia.

5. "ame of Father #®illiam-Ervin.. __ Place of birth goyth Carelina.

Ctlher informabtion abont father Pathar died at Boebuek lake.
L . Eyvin.
7. Mare of TWTLer gy4qoneth Osoper=_ Place of Dirth Roge, Geersie.

Other informarisn about mother pupriead at Shoal _Cemetery.
——-1f%-miles -seutheast of Hugo, Oklahoma, -

NMotes nr combieve narrative ty %'ie Tioll werkoer.dealing with the
life and story of tie peraon interviewed. Refer tc lianual for
sugzasted oLoieete and guestiicns. Jertinue on blank sheets if
necessary and att=zsi firmly to this frrm.  Number of sheets
attached 5 . . . »
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ERVIN, CHARLES WASHINGITON. INPERVIEN.

Klul Bo Grﬂen"
' Degember 11, 19%7.
Journalist.

/
An Interview With zharl s Weshington
Ervin, 12 miles southesst of lugod.

‘

My father had a brother, Calvin Ervin,,who had#

wes her name. They came to uouks/éillo in the Choctaw ', 

Nation, Indien Territory, in tho/ year of 1823 or |

were brought out here from Missiseippi. They ‘settled a

place about four miles west of Dopksville, and a littla‘

north, the place now known as the Ben Sneed place. They

lived there saveral years, ‘in fact Aunt Sally died and

was buried there in the ge=rden. | v »
In December of 1869 my father aﬁld out at Romé,‘ |

Georgis, to co.ae to ohis brother Calvin in the Indian

Territory. #e rode the tfain from Rome, to Memphis

Tennessee ax‘xd we ‘went rrofm there to little Rock, Arkensas,

by steamboat. When we gr%‘t to little Rock we heard that

the Red River was go low that steamboats were not then

running on it. So Father set out and walked from Little
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| Rook %0 Doeksville, Indian Territory, to get his brother's

{ .
. wagon and team to coms after us and our plunder. When
. -\

1
he got there he was 80 worn out trop his two weseks trampJ
of a little betﬁor than two hundred miles that he got hiP
néphew, Columbus Ervin, and anothor‘Chootéw young man, f
Barrieon Loman, to come after us.

Ve were in Little Rock at’Christmas and New Years.
1 got a job driving folks around town in a hack. They'd
call it & taxi now 1 guess. My little brother, Ed, saw
some little boys distributing little pamphlets and it -
looked like & good id;a to him, te hand books to people
as they passed along the’stfeet. s0 he went to the free
iibrary and got an srmload of books and was giving them
away to anybody who came along when a policeman came along
and investigated it, snd took us both to the police head-
quarters. 1 ﬂad a har& time convinoing them that I had
nothing to do with it, until one who bad been given a
book came in and said Ed had done it. But when they |
found out that we wers just two little ignorent boys from
the country they turned us loose.

#ell, finally the boys got there with the wagon and

team, and we started out, It was rainy and cold and it
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took us a little more than two weeks to make the trip.
¥e had &0 guch rain and streams were swollen and we would
‘have to wait r;r'them to run down, soma;imos two or thres
days, and sometimes sbout the time we would think we could
get across, anothdr riee would come along. ‘e madeythat
trip in February, barefooted, and we walked all of the
‘way. Mother and the baby had to ride in the wagon with

7y

the: plunder, and she drove the wagen. #o bigger ones had
to walk. Sonstimes thq little ones would give out and
ride until reated.. At night we wduld sérip the limbs off
of a gapling and bend it down and tie it down dnd apread
a tarpaulin over it, and gaéher uﬁ leaves for a foundation
“for our bed, make our bed& on that and we five kids youid ,
orawl into that and sleep as snuély as you pleass. That /
little tepse would be ¢rowded. That kept us warm.
I wga big snough to plow and whén we got to Doaks-~
ville it was time to begin planting eern. ve pla;ted every
seed ¥e could get our fingera on. we had brousht alot of
them with us. #He rai;ed a garden, lots of potatoaes, beans
 and corn e;pecially. v
Uncle Calvin had & contract to.re-build Spencer
- Acedemy, which was located abuut 15.miles north of_hia

- ; L]

¢
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p}éce, and had Seen almoat agmoliahed‘by the Union
/{nldiers' in time of the war, 8o he took hba fanily up
dthere and lzt us have his place for the yoarﬁ%i more that
it took him and my father to re-build the' five buildings
which made up the grour of Aoadem§ buildings. Father
stayed up there a*l;t of the ti.e, and cemes home at inter-
valas t0 see us..

After that ye moved to Geodwater which was about 18
miles aouth-eqst'or what is now Hugo, Oklahoma. Goodwater
héd been a mission school for the Indians, Sut wvas not Lp’
operation when we moved down there. There was & frume

—~Building there which they told us was the origigﬁl Mission
| Sohool and church building. We lived for tiq/years in ons
of the old homes for missionaries, and'brqther'éill was

born thers. B
There was no mission school tﬁere when we lived there,
in fact,-] don't recall any school at all bei?g held there,
but 1 do remember the camp maetings they used to have there.
People would gathur thére from miles and miles around and |

camp for weeks at the time. It was the big get~-together 6r

the yesr, and they would prepare and bring some of the best
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thiﬁgn to eat. qAnd a lot of food wai cooked there on
the ground. They'would barbecus beseves, hogs, 35253 and
deer.

1 was told that the lumber for the church was hauled
from Texas. Red River in those days was fordable at Slute
Shoala. That was before it was dynamited in order 4o per-
nit passage of steanboats &t that shallow place. Later
the steamboats gent up Red River as far as Denison, Texas.
Occaaionally e@all sﬁeamﬁra‘could go up Kiamiehi River as
far ah’whore:Sawyer is now.

We moved  over into Texas and lived a couple of
years, then we moved to Pine Ridge, and stayed there about
th;oe years. That was about & mile north of Doeksville,

We lived in an old missionary home there too. There were °
sever&l'atAnéing thgn and the church too, but they had no
school or church thore-while we lived there, that I remesmber.

The‘firdi and .only schooling that 1 got was‘one term
.of three montha down on liorss P;airie. The teacher waa
an old Mexican War Veteran named Patterson. 1 was about
17 then.

When we liQed’at FPine Ridge, Father owned and operated .
a blacksmith shop at Dogksville. It w;a\while we lived

[
j
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there that he sent my brother and I out into a cedar
thicket to cut some posts. Our little white dog followed
us, and treed on; of these bob-tailed wild-cats. I 911mb~
ed the tree and knocked him out with a club. He 1lit on
my dog and the white hailr was just a flying like snow.

1t nade me 80 mad to see him tearing up my little dog
that | jumped on him and stCaped hi)m to death. But not
before he had r§ked ju\' syin from my knee down with hiq
claws. It never got woll; though 1 stayed in hoapitale_
" for months at & time. I had a’sore leg all of my life
~until ur. L. P. McCuistian at laris, Tozaé, emputated it
in 1930.

It was while we lived at Pine Ridge, too, that 1
went one night to spend the night with & cousin of mine,
and her husbandﬁ There were three of us'boys sleeping
in one bed in the west room of that log housé, across
the hgil from my cousin end her husband. I wée sleeping
in the middle, when some horsemen halloed at the gate. ‘
Gilstrap was the young fellow on the outside of tho bed,
- but he ;ommanded me to gef up and see who was calling
"hello™, ouf there. 1 started, but he gp; mad because .
1 pulled the covers all off of him, so he swore and got

.
‘\

}
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out himself 9nd‘open¢d the Aoor to the hall. By that
time they were in the hall, and when he opened the door,
they begmn shooting into the room. There was a long
table in the room covared with dishes and they shot them
all off of it. Then they hamnered and hemuered at the
door on the other side of the hall. Then thoy’went out
the back end of the hsll to the back of the yard to re-
load their old muzzle loading guns. 'While they were out
thoéo 1 got up to put on Qy boots. 1 thought the fellows
gone, but they were not. You know how hard boots will
épt if put beside the fire to dxy? Well i had been
sioppiﬂg eround in mud and weter that day in mino’and
had sst them on the hearth to dry ous. fhe hearth was
made of clay, pecaggg %? was a stick and dirt oﬁimnoy,
and constent swaeping had hollowsd out the hearth until
it was a lot lower tﬁan the floor. I was sitting %n the
end of the floor boards putting on amy boots when they
bsgun firing again through the cracks pr the houqo where
the chinking had fallen out from between the logs; 'I
kealed over flat, but’was not hurt. Then tﬁey went off

to re-load again, and my cousin's husband tried to got

]
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ms to run qyé/:;d g0 up to Unclé Calvin's about & mile
north or/{;ofo and get another gun and some mor& ammu-
pition for him. His had given out. I was afraid to go,
and then he suggested to his wife that we all make é T™un
for iﬁ and get &way into a thicket in front of the house 2
'while they were in the back yard. He saild that the
marauders would not botheﬁ the children, that he was all
they were after. She refused to leave her children. She
said she would just dis right there with them. Then I
:ﬁipped out and got u;xder the house. Some hogs were
;1aoping under the house and I guess they must ﬁava
thought 1 was & dog, they ran me out. 1 could not go
back in the house. THey were shooting into it égain; 80

I slipped out to the lot. I started to catech a litile

gréy pony, but 1 knew they would catch me on thm, 80 I

got a bridle on Gilstrap's horse and led him over the draw

bars and hopped on him, away I went, The shooto;s sighted ¢
ms, they mountéd their herses and took after me. I had a
little ar.ai't and gave them the slip when 1 came %6 some

thickets. They didn't know which wey 1 went there, and

they didn*t much care, it was my cousin's husbanq‘thoy
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were after anyway. 1 rode on to Uncle Calvin's and got .
his ahot gun, and by the time 1 returned it was broad
&ay light, and another battle wus in progress.

1 st0p§od in front of the house across the road in'a
thicket anﬁ watched the bastle, b&t did not go on over.
After awhile the fellows went away. ' This mean who had
married my cousin had killed a fellow and these fellaws
wore frié%da ol his sseking revenge. But they didn't get
him. He lived to be killed by another enemy, ‘and his
. widow married four more times. Gilstrap didn't die either,
he went off over into Texas where he had coms from. ile
'said he had had Snough of the Indian Territory.

#e lived ut Doaksville geveral years, then father
noved to Rosbuck lake. lie had been there one year when
he took sick and died. Ve ﬁuried him in Doakaville
cemetery. Mother died just about 12 years ag&,‘about
1826. She was ninety-odd years old when she died. fte
buried her et Shoals cemetery. | |

There were lots of aoldiers buriéd in the Doaksvillo

cemotery. A young men by the name of Cherlie Waters was

employsd by the Government vo dig them up for removal.

—— . -
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It %ook him a8 year or mors to dig then all'up: He would
moke little wooden boxes and no@ them beside the graves
and he would put the bones and all .rinkets or means o%
identification in each box and print all he knew about
each one, on ‘his particular box. Then when he would get
a wagon load he'd haul them to Fort Smith and they would
be buried there or at Fort Gibson. I don't know which.
¥hile we %1vcd at Doakaville and Fine Ridge I was
over all the.h1118~and crecks wany tines, éand all around
thé old fort. A good many of the walls were standing then,
and thers was & cemetery over near Fort‘fbunon, but 1
belisve it was a sort of family burial plot of the Gooding
femily. Some tombstones are there yet.

I ram?mbor the homs of an old missionary, Parson Keith'
the church had given it to himlror a lifetime. I was on
the Military Road east of Gates Creek. The road that ran
from ‘Ultimathuls past Clear Creek, Doaksville, to Rose .
Hill, whish was the post orric; unt i1 it was moved from
there to the home of George Cakes, end named Longview.

Longview was three miles east of what is now Hugo,
Oklahoma. An 0ld fellow by the name of Cass carried the

‘mail over that route for a long time.
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* long years before we cems to this Indian country,
é bend of Cheroera had a villege on Carney Creek, which
rises about two milea south of ﬁcCann in Choctaw County,
and passes my place just-aboug a mile and a qQuarter to
the west, and empties into Red ?ivur ebout three miles
go.tk of Shoals. That viliag§ wap Jjust about west of my
placa. #ell, for eom; reason, the Cher;kees abandoned
ghat village and left their ea;ina, unoscupisd, s0 a
bunch of Choctaws, who wanted to be‘dirferont from the
balance, took possession of that village. The Choctaws
* I mention waere called Sixth Towﬁ or Bridle Indien, why,
1 do not know.” They would tacvtoo & line from the léwer
front of the ears to the corner of th. mouth. 1 used
10 mese them eat terrapins. They would catich one, pg} a
coal of fire on its baak, which would make it stis t
ita head, which the indian would whack off with & ife,
then he would wrap it in wet clay or leaves and roast it.
when it was done, he would remove the hinged lower sheil,
and take a horn or ghell spcon, Or & good stout stick

and stir up all the inside thoroughly, and eat it. The

entire contents, just lixe we do oysters".



