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INTERVIEW WITH MRS. ELIZA EL.POTUSER
ANTLERS, OKLAKO! 4

TIZLD ORK-R  JOHNSON E. HA.PTON
April 27th, 1937

I was born /or}/g_ugu'st 27th, 1884, at Finley, Oxlahoma,
but at that time no Finley was there, it w.s out in the/
woods, s nce that time Finley was made into town and it is
about 12 miles ndrthwest of #ntlers, Oklahoume
‘ My father's name was ‘.%'eslay Edwards and my mother's
pame ie Sally Edwards., My mother is still living, but my
father iied several years aggo.

My father was not in the Civil War but ny grandfather
was in the southern army, but I never did hear him talk about
the war., The-only thing he said was that they had a hard
time getting enything to eat, that they would go for several.
days without anything to eat, end did not h- ve but very
little clot.;hing %0 k‘eep them warm, but he said that they
did'nt cure -bout that, they just wented to win the war if
they could, but his army su:;'rendered, which was he said all
right \;:ith him for he had enough'of it any way.

oy mother is very 0ld now, 8he can hardly get around
cut she never did go to school and doesn't know anything
about books, nei ther can she talk an'y English, nbr she

can't write her name, she is just a full-blood Indian,



-

fLAPOTUBBEEN», ELIZA. INTERVIEW, .

_2

so she rever did tell us enythihg that happened during

1
, her lifetime., ‘e had sanc eattle, hogs and ponies on the
farm, and we raised some corn, not much but we nzde enough
q to make our breua, for trat was all the corn we needed,

irere was lots of geme and other wild-mest that we could

] get, so we did not need much or meny hogs to kill. «e .
would kill sane but not many 0 mut up during the winter.
We had to buy our flour from Fsris, Texas, sore times but
most -0f the time we lived .on corn bread, such as shuck
breed, (Banaha) and hor.auy, ‘Mother co 1d mexe severel kinds
of good things to eat outv of corn,. That was ebout the
vay with all Irpians through wut the cauniry.

Ny father was an Indian docztor before statehood and
practiced his mrofession after stetehood., +he white doctors
hed him arrested one time but did not do anything with him
and turned him loose, after that they just let him practice
a;r.ong the Indiens, the peonle used him from all parts of the

[}

- eountry,, Of-course he precticed with 3arks, herbs, roots arxii

other thin-s,. He had several kinds of medicine that he used
aud sometim=s he would usé white dootor's medicine but not

—

very much, He al‘sg practi ged some among the white ~eople \
) : v
o
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and they would use the herbs and roots, but they would teke

-

it- for him, and they got well from takiig the medicine.
I don't know whether he wes good d,octor or not ut the
people sald that he was 8 good doctor. He g0t some people
well that the white doctors gave up to die; of course sore
he los} for nobody can save all of them. I don't know just
wat he used, for he wwuld not :cell any one at’mut his
redi ~ine so when he died the medicine died with him. During
his practice he did not makeb fuch money, for they wo:1ld not pay
him rurh, but_he wo 1d take vhat they gave him in the way
of carn, hogs end other thinus to eet, -nd would soretimes
zet a pony out of them., He would go anyvwhere to seé the
sick; they would conme after him from everywhere, and he
wo 1d 0, fa he sdid that he fented to do all te co.ld for
the sick. |

I, went to school for & while in a neighborhood school,
aut did not go to school anywhere else and did not go té
t1is school but & fer months; thst is all the"&chool I got,
s0 I am unable to spesk “nglish very much and can't read itﬁ

cut L cen read my own lungusge oretty well.

I em a ‘“hoctew Ipdian end é\ave always lived with them,
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I lived on the farm all of my life but now I am living
[: 8 N

in the town of Antlers, and maybe 1 will stay here a long

time or I my go back to the farm.
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