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.'ORK-R JOHNSON K. HA.JPTON
Ap'ril 27 t h , 1937

I was born on^ugus t 27th, 1884, a t F in l sy , Oklahoira,

but at t ha t tLme no Finley was t h e r e , i t w s out in the /

woods, since t ha t time Finley was made i n t o town and i t i s

about 12 miles northwest of * n t l e r s , Oklaho/ta.

My f a t h e r ' s name was Wesley Edwards and my p o t h e r ' s

name is Sal ly Edwards* My mother i s s t i l l l i v i n g , but my

father died severa l years ago .

My fa the r was no t in the Civi l tfar" but my grandfather

was in the soutiiern army, but I never did hear him t a l k about
0

the war. The-only thing he said was that they had a hard

time getting anything to ea t , that they would go for several

days without anything to ea t , and did not h ve but very

l i t t l e clothing to keep them warm; but he said that they

did'nt care 'bout tha t , they just wented to win the war i f

they could, but his army surrendered, which was he said a l l

right with him for he had enough of i t any way.

i.iy mother i s very old now, She can hardly get around

cut she never did go to school and doesn't know anything

about books, neither can she t a l k any English, nor she

can't write her name, she is" just a full-blood Indian,
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so she never did t e l l us anything that happened during
I

her lifetime, .e had s cmo e a t t l e , hogs and ponies on the

farm, and we raised some corn, not much but we made enough

to make our breaa, for t f a t was a l l the corn vie needed.

Aiere was l o t s of game and other w i ld^ee t that we could

get, so we did not need much or many hogs to k i l l . >*e

woû d k i l l sane but not ::iany to out up during the winter.

We had to buy our flour from -^aris, Texas, SOJTB times but

most-of, the time we lived on -corn bread, such as shuck

bread, (Banana) and horviny* Mother co Id make severel kinds

of good things to e a t out of corn,. That was about the

tray with a l l Indians through out the country.

My father was an Indian doctor before statehood and

practiced his profession after statehood. The white doctors

had him arrested one time but did not do anything with him

and turned him loose, .after tha t they jus t l e t him practice

among the Indians, the peonle used him from a l l parts of the
country,. Of—course he practiced with Barks, herbs, roots and

other t h i n - s , . He had several kinds of medicine that he used

ana sometimes he would use white dootor 's medicine but not

very much. He also practioed some among the white people
\
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and they would use the herbs and roots , but they would take

it- for him, and they got well from takiig the m?clifine.

I don't know 7/nether he was good doctor or not but the

people said that he was a good doctor. He got some people

well that the white doctors gave up to die; of course sorre

he los|. for nobody can save a l l of them. I don't know just

mhat he used, for he wuld not t e l l any one about his . •

nedi^ine so when he died the medicine died with him. During

his practice he did not make #uch. money, for they wo;Id not pay

him nu^h, but^he wo-Id take vtiat they gave him in the way

of corn, hogs end other things to eat , vnd would sometimes

p;et a pony out of them. He would go anywhere to see the

sick; they would come after him from everywhere, and he

wo Id r/o, far he said that he Ranted to do a l l he oo..ld for

the si ck.

I, went to school for a while in a neighborhood school,

;ut did not go t o school anywhere else and did not go to

t i i s school but a few months; that i s a l l the^chool I got,

so I am unable to speak ^nglish very much and can ' t read it?,

cut •£ can read my own language pretty well .

I an a '^hoctaw Indian_end ftave always lived with them.
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I lived on the farm a l l of my l i f e but now I am living

in the town of Antlers, and maybe I wi l l stay here a long

time or I may go back to the farm.'


