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Robert W. Small,
Investigator.
Jamiazy 3), 1938,

Interview with J, T, Eakins,
Re 7. Do #1, Nardin, Oklshaoe,

On October 20, 1870, J. T« Eakins was born in the
state of Missourt, In the y«n; of 1888 Mr, Eskin» in
company with others made a trip into Oklahoma,follow.
ing the Ghisholm Trall from Caldwell, Kensas, south;
nser the present aife br Pond Creek they camped for
the night, orossing the Salt Fork River at a tord.. They
pursued their travels on oznthmm, camping the next
night at a spring near the present site of Enid on
Skeleton Creek; from there they went to Hennessey and
were damped one night near the grave of Pat Bqnnosm
whose life had been taken by the Indieans nsar that spot;

thense to Kingfisher gountry and on toc X1 Reno's eammunity,.

¥rom the Kl Heno ¢owmtry they tuzned their surse sz
waxd and traveled until they came {0 the Santa ‘ro Raile
road, not far from the present site of Perry; thence
northward along the Sant‘a Yo Railroed line to Keansas,

They were out sight seeing and looking the country ovar

»’
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with a view of sane dey having = home eomewhers in the
Oklahoma country.

Many of the streams théy ocroased were somewhat
swollen and they led an extra saddle horse 10 the wagons
which they would ride acrass the stireams before aftéapt-
ing to aross with their wagons, After orossing the Salt
Pork BLver near the White Zagle Indien igenmcy, whers
they had to ford the river,they camped near the ooluny of
Ponoa Indiens where the Government had mme whiﬁon
butehering cattle for th; Indians; the Indian squaws and
children would be sesn arocund each besf carcass cutting
_it up and allowing no part of the antimal to be wasted,
The Indfans lived in tepees and h2d a uaxber of dogs
arou;ld their colony.

At one placs where they were canp.oc somo strangers
passed arowmd their ocamp and seamed to be ey:ing: their
big mlq toams very closely; later on their travels they
observed two men riding ht;rsabaok aboui & half miie dee -
hind their wagons for _naarly a half day. That night
vhen they camyjed they shained their teems to the wagon
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and faatened them as seocurely as thcy’éould. fearing

i

an attempt would be made to steal them and they had a
good watch dog with them whieh kept up e b;rking nearly
all night; they discovered thoss two men were trying
to approach the teams withsout being discovered but Mr,
Bakins and the dog kept a close wateh and were up most
all the night before the prowlers who seemed very intent
on stoa%@ng their teams finslly left.

On the day of the cpening of the Cherokes Strip Mr;

_ Eakins made the race from about four miles west of Cald-

well, Kansas, and staked & oclaim but singe he found four

»

other men besides himself all elaiming the land he gave
up tﬁe idea of tryiﬁg to hold it as he knew some of the
claimants had‘witnesses whereas he did not.

Mr, Eakins later bou%ht ouat the relinquishment and
filed on the northwest quarter of sectiom 17, township
27N, range 2 West, He paid $1000.00 for the relinquish-
ment whioh ha&\included only & small shngzynpon the 1$nd

with no fencing of other improvements of value. ir.
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Bakins moved onto the cleim at which time he had two
miles, a cow, his wife and a little boy and $12.00
in mouey. He went to work on his new claim and at
every Bpportune time he 'ﬁ;ked out to obt;%n snough
money toc tide him over rrom season t0 season. He had
to use coal for fuel which he hauled fron Hunnewsll,
Kansas,

Mr. Bakins waz especislly fond of mules and hes
handled many of them in the early days; he always kept
the best mules in the country and has s0ld spans of
‘tham for as much as $500.00 but in the last (%fteon
years the demand for mules asud horses has dwindled to
such an extent that he quit hzndling them for sale,

School was held in Mr. Eekins' district iz the
early days at about the same time as in other éem-nn‘
ities of the country and hié distriet has never had one
dollar of bonded indebtedness against it or any other
kind o{ debts; they hatve always kept money on hand to

mest théixr obligations {n running sheir schools.



