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WORKS Hi(X2lESS'jffiIvIINISTELATI0N
Ind ian-P ioneer H i s t o r y P ro jec t fo r Oklahoma

Field Worker*s name Zx&oe r e l l e y

Phis report made on (da te ) August 9 . 1937, 1937.

1, Name Ernes t B. Morgan

2. Post Office Address Dewar, Oklahoma,

3, Residence address (o r l o c a t i o n ) Korth of Lain S t r e e t . *

J4. DATE OF BI&TH: Month September Day 17 Year 1876.

5, Place of b i r th ' OomanoheJTexas was the home of his parents but he

was told he was born on the OhishoLr. Tra i l .

6. Name of Father John Westley . Place of b i r th Kentucky.

Other information about father

7, Name of "Mother Kanoy Llarguerite Smith Place of b i r th Castle, l/lssouri

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrat ive by the field worker dealing -with, the l i f e and
story of the :&rson interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached VT •
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Grace K e l l e y ,
Interviewer.
August 9, 1937

John Morgan's Early Experiences
y& the Territory

- - Ernest Morgan, Dewar,

In 1878 the Springfield people made the offer to

let 'any man hitch his team'to a wa^on with the wheels

chained in such a way that they wouldn't move. If the

team gulled the wagen a certain distance he was allowed

to pay ten dollars for i t ina dr ive ' i t \ o ie <is his .

Father lived in jentonville,.-»ricans'i£, ut that time and he

and a neighbor took their tea...s to get a new -.va-jOii. They

had to pay the ten dollars in advance, and when his tear,

of mules were hitched to the new wa;~on thev pulled, it-*"

easily and -ot the wa^on. Then he asked -to try again and

they allowed him to forVthey s-id-no tea., could iiiove the
but

second \7a;-on without res t ing, / they had as l i t t l e trouble
i

.with i t as the f i r s t and were barre- froiu trying ajain.

He went ba~k to ^rksnsas end fil led these new wagons

vri th apples, about sixty b;shels to the wa^on. He drove

onefand mother drove the other, for there wer- no children

as the;, wer̂  newlyweds. After a few dsys her tsar, just

followed except at the crossin s. ihey went from ^enton-

vil le to Tahlequph, orossed at Ft. Gibson 3nd at Colbert 's

Ferry, on to ^ustin,Texas.
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There the apples were sold for a do l l a r a dozen •

to negroee who were picking co t ton , and the wagons both,

sold for four hundred d o l l a r s . They baght a farm with

the money -they rece ived , ;

MY FIRST TRIP ACROSS THE TERRITORY, 1889.

I can not remember when I f i r s t rode a horse , cursed,

took my f i r s t chew of tobecco, or roped my f \ r s t animal*

I was t h i r t e e n years o}d before I entered my f i r s t school .

Mother was well educated end worried a l l the time^because

she could not send her ch i ldren t o school. She had taught

me so tha t I was c lassed with the f i f th-grade Children

when I did get to school . She worried so much »tha.^ fa ther

sold out and we went back t o Arkansas ifaere there were

good schools . We had two wagons on t h a t t r i p but I rode

horseback and drove seventy head of wild horses* The

only other animals we had were two l i t t l e dogs, Connie

and Tr ip ,

ROUTE THROB&H INDIAN TERRITORY.

\We crossed the Red Ri je r a t Co lbe r t ' s Ferry to Fort

\
Worth, followed the Katy Railroad t o Oktaha, eas t to «Veb-

bers F a l l s , crossed a t G-anns Ferry , t o the old Wire Road

to Van Buren, Arkansas, and the r e s t of our t r i p was in

Arkansas.
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OLD WIRE ROAD.

This was called the Old Wire Road because in the

Civi l .War they had' a telephone rare alon^ the re , before

the Missouri Pac i f i c Railroad cy.ie through.

• ' GANKS FERRY.

Ganns Ferry was about three n i i e s below .'.'ebbeis F a l l s .

KO'it L0J3Y V.'Ab 0ARRI:-^J.

Father had five thousand d o l l a r s i n gold i n a raw-

hide b e l t under his c lo th ing, y.ost t r a v e l e r s carried

money in these b e l t s and they were afraid to have i t a l l

in one pla^e, so to be safe in- case of robbery they hid

t?/elve hundred in d i f f e ren t places i n the wagon.

PASTURING Us THE 3*0 A2*D FOX RESERVATION.

In 1892 fa ther -was the l a r g e s t cattleman close to

Clarksvi l i e , Arkansas. ILeith cair.e fror.: the Sac and Fox

Reservation and he and r.iy father made a deal for some

ca t t l e to -be shi;ped back to g r a s s . Two or three t r a i n

loads, not car loads but t r a i n loads, were shipped on-the

Missouri Pac i f i c to Oktaha and from there they were driven

to the r e se rva t ion , which i s ninety miles. Ke i th ' s out-

f i t oame for than but fa ther sent me along to see tha t
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they were brought to "grass and not to market and to watch

al l during the pasturing. We oamped near Keokuk Falls

about the twentieth of April when the grass was rising and

would ship them out just as they fattened, froa July to

September. They were brought back to Oktaha to the r a i l -

road and shipped to Kansas City. - v/e passed through Henry-

etta and Dewar, but they were not towns then.

5LAT2 CROS.3I>;G (FORD).

The Slate "rossing was supposed to have been called

that because you could see'-the slate bottom. 3very time

I crossed i t was too deep to see the ford. I t was bank

full and I 'd had to swim ray horse and wh&tever other stock

I had. I t is just north and under the K. 0. & G. t res t l e

on Deep Fork River.

LITTLE 8&.R F01D.

Sight miles up the river from Slete Crossing on Deep

Fork River, northeast of Shulter, is a ford called Little

'Bear Ford. Birds, people end horses are cut on rock, at

this place.

In 1893 another shipment of cattle • was taken to the

Sao end Fox Reservation. I brought cattle for three or
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four years, during 1893 we went to Ola Shawn^e Town

Trading Post for supplies.

HOW PASTURES PLAGES «RS

Cattle, li'-ce people, do better when contented so

they are watched to see when they like a place/ Then

they don't roara very far but f-ed around over the sar.e

places. Different bunches jswuld make paths to the water

and they never got on the wronMpMth. Every time a cow

wfnt to drink i t went to i t s own\place. We didn' t have ̂

much trouble with their -oing intoHhe timber either for

there were too many inseots there which kept then, chased

out.

KO..' STOCKkEi: J&E FURBISHED SUPPLIES.

Stockmen bought t h e i r supp l i e s from the bigger s t o r e s

for on3.y the big s t o r e s could afford to carry them. Soine-
from

t ioes the i r b i l l s would run / e ighteen hundred to two

thousand d o l l a r s . I f a stocknau ever f a i l e d to p*ay a

i t was too bad for h in because d i shones ty i s one th ing tha t

can ' t be kept s e c r e t . So even i f a man wasn ' t honest by

nature he had to be or l o s e ou t . Sometimes a merchant

had carrir-cl him a year , charged every th ing he needed, and
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the prises were so low that he didn' t want to se l l his

oat t le . He'd go to the merchant and t e l l him the facts

arid how he wanted to wait t i l l next year to sel l if he

could carry him pver. Lots of times the merchant would

see his way to carry hir.i over for the two years and when

the catt le were sold the merchant would get his pay in

ful l . Lafayette Mercantile Company at Ohecotah did a

lot of that kind of business.

OF THE SADDL2.

T/henever a cowboy got a saddle which " f i t " him he

kept i t unt i l i t was worn out, which rreant thet i t was

broken forked. Saddles were different prices but the

middle priced ones were used most. They were' oiled .once

every year and usually when the .nen knew they weren't

going to be dressing up tD take their g i r l anywhere.

Then if they had to dress upfa blanket was thrown over

it to ,;rotect their pants,for the oi l would surely ruin

them. I t didn' t matter about the work clothes and most

of us had leather chaps which protected them. Saddles

would las t for three or four years according to the care
re-

taken, of them and then they could be/rlgged. A rea l ,

rider never ohanged saddles unless absolutely necessary.
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If he was going to another p a r t of the o d w t r y by t r a i n

the saddles ware sacked and shipped for a d o l l a r , "but they

.they
had to be in a sack so v oould be handled e a s i e r .

DNBROKSNHORSES.

In 1893 I bought e igh ty -n ine unbroken horses from

the Indians and s t a r t e d back to O l a r k s v i l l e , Arkansas, on

June the twent ie th and took then through'by myself. ; I

crossed Deep Fork a t R o b e r t ' s Ferry where Sharp ' s Crossing

i s now. I had a pack horse for i t would be coo hard on

my horse to carry me, a pack, and dr ive thH^Dther ho r se s .
^ ^

I spent a dollar and sixty-five cents on the whole t r i p .
r ivers ,

I camped out at night, drove during thefcay, and swam the/

From Okmulgee to a'.uskogee, Webber Fa l l s , swam a l l the

horses through the Arkansas River, and they drove l ike

sheep, to Lee's Oreek, to the Old Wire Road to Van Buren.

The horses were traded for a three^ef.r old steer for each

horse and another steer for riding to show i t" oould

be ridden.

SAW MILL.

There was a sawmill in LeFlore County on Rush River

but I cquldn't t e l l the exact location.
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OSAGE HORSES BOUGHT AND SOLD.

J. R. Skinner was the paymaster for the Government

to the Osage Indians. For four years father bought wild

horses from him. One year he bo>ig$ a hundred and fifty

horses, delivered by the Osage Indians to Fort Smith,

Arkansas. They grazed then across the country, xit Fort

Smith father paid f rom -two-fi f ty to throe dollars a head

for them. As the horses were delivered about the first

of Oatober 1 would be ba^k fron pasturing the cattle and *

ready to work vdth tfie horses. They were ready to ride

and sold by ̂

These Osages wfio drove the horses were as near nude

as possible. They v,ore a breech clout, if anything, ar. d

had th'eir fa^es painted. Some*of them had rope saddles

and others rode bareback. (Some white people had. rope

saddles too). Some people say they guided their horses

by the waythey leaned their body and others say i t was

by the pressure of their knees, I couldn't say how i t was

done but there w- s no bridle used.

IN 189.6 I"W*S "LOOLir . TiiE "OU.TRY OVKRM.

HAY LJuZL. G .

There was a fel low making hay a mile and a ha l f west
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of where the Baptist University- ts npw located a t

Shawnee, he hired ex t ra help to bale the hoy "then l a i d
them • >

/ off u n t i l we had loaded end sold i t . He and I would

load the two wagoriB, but we'd put the heavier load on

my wagon. Then we'd take two teams ana pul l h i s wagon

off of the meadow onto the road wh.lch was pao':ed harder

than the meadow. One teah oouldn' t pu l l the hay wagon

across the meadow for the wheels would sin'; in but i t

could ; u l l i t on hard ground. Then I ' d unhitch the lead

team p.nd taxe i t bn^lc and put I t to the other wnron whl <-?h

had one other team already hitchou to i t . tfeM dr ive to

town tmd seD the hey. He'd s ta j to --^t Jru::'- but I'd-

co;.;e ri.-ht to ca;,;p. (You could buy whiskey.in ohawnee.

Tliere were th i r t een t en t saloons there ,in 1S96). Ho paid

;«e two do l l a r s and fifty* cents a day wu^es*

KKTL&PQOb LLuEL) $*.J PUM8.

The Ivickapoos gathered the sand plui".s, which ripen

in the early su.u.er on the I«orth Canadian ^ i v e r . They wore

a breeoh olout , long hair and moccasins.

They would go in to Shawnee a,id get drunk, end oorae

r iding by. One t i^e when I was a lone, j u s t ge t t ing ready

to eat my supper of Ka.ro-, bread, bacon and b u t t e r , they
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shot out ray l i g h t , a b rass eoal o i l lamp. I hid i a the

hay but they d i d n ' t come near the c£~;p, j u s t rode on pa s t .

HOGS S

At tha t s&:. e t i r e the Parks boys h^a <i c la i - jus t
slough

suited to ho£ r a i s i n g . Had a / •"for the.', to wallow in

and a high place for the;.; *o get to when the hi h water

ca-ie- up. Soae .-r.an bro^^at tha hO3S fro ^r/ .ansas, bought

corn a t 3ufaula for twe-ty cents a bushel - .i they hauled

i t by foui/.uUle tea r .s to t h e i r claic: near Shar . • - . I

imagine i t -ost hi-., f i f t y - f i v e cents by the t i ;e they ^ t

i t to t h e i r c la i r . . .The:: they were fe t t e red they were ship

• ped to Kansas Oity.

I t v/as i ^poss ib l^ to s leep v?he ~ the turkeys s t a r t e d

.Via^ir^ a rac e t for t he re --ere h'u areas ,of the;., in the

woods Llo.:r the r i v e r near 3hawr.ee.

Father mss a Texas ^anfer ;: ."d r«os co ;/lsrior.ed a l l

h i s l i f e . *Us b e l i e f wcs obout tho sa e as other p e o p l e ' s .

up
If a person was csMTht do in i wron-~ he TJ-.S s t r e t o h e d / ^

rope, .'.rid I s t i l l be l ieve i t i s the bnst way. I f a friend
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got into trouble, even i f i t was his fault , end cane

you, you gave hi ft'an outfit if he needed i t , and the 'best

horse you had, and money i f you had i t or whatever he need-

ed to get-away. You stayed va th a-friend right or wrong.

SL îY 1590'S.

The stage line out of Okraulgee to l;cDemott passed

the Fifty-Two Springs LauBdin Post Office, to Dent Post

Office, 3elxaont Post Office, then crossed Saton Tasl-rey

ir.to Shav/nee. ^ " -~-

: \


