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WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
‘ Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name Srage “elley

This report made on (date) Augush 9, 1237, 1935

1, Neame Ernest B, lorgen

2. Post Officc Address Dewar, Oklehoma.,

3, Residence address (or location) North of Lain Strect, -

4, DATE OF BIFTH: Month __ September Day 17 _ Year _1876.

5, Place of birth _Comanche, Texas was the home of his perents but he

was 10ld he was born on the 'Jl“.ishOl::. Trail.,

6. Name of Father John Festley .. Place of birth Fentucky.

Other informat ion about father

7+ Name of Mother Nangy liarzuerite Smith Placc of birth _%astle, lissouri.

Other information about mother

1

Wotes or complcte narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the wcrson interviewed, Refer to Manuasl for sugrestcd subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nccessary and attach firmly to
this forme Number of shcets attached 11 .
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" Grace Kelley,
Interviewer.
August 9, 1937
John Morgen's Easrly Experiences
n the Territoyy
Ernest Morgan, Dewar, Ok.a. .

In 1872 the Springfield peorle msde the offer to
let any man hiteh his team to a wazon with the wheels
chained in sdch & way that the; wouldn't move., If the
team -pulled the waggg a certein distarnce he was allowed
to pay ten dsllars Tor it end drive 1t Yoe e¢s his .
Father lived in Lentonville,arkanszg, ¢t that time and he
agd’a neighbor took their tsa.s to get & new wagon;’They

had to pay the ten dolizrs in advance, and when his teanm

of mules were hitched *to the .aew wazon thew pulled it~
. ~

sasily &nd -ot the wazon. ‘hen he eskeld %0 try agein and
they allowed him to fox\they szid.- no tea. could move *he
but )
second wagon without resting,/they had es 1ittle trouble
{ .

.with it as the first and were barrel froi. trying arain.

re went ba~x t0 .arxensas cnd filled theee new wa:sons
wi4h apples, about sixty bishels to the wac-on., IHe drove
oney2nd mother drove the other, for there wer- no children
as the; wer newlyweds, After & few dsys her tean just
followed exczept at the arossin s, ihey went from Benton-
ville to Tahlequeh, orossed at Ft. Gibson and &t Nolbert's

. & -

Ferry, on to austin,Texas.
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There the apples were sold for a dollar a dozen
to negroes who were picking cotton, and the wagons both
sold fgr four hundred dollars., They baghf a farm with
the money ‘they received, \ - |

MY FIRST TRIP AQBQSS THE TERRITR Y, 1889,
A \\'-“’ ‘ :

I cen not remember when I fifé{ rode a horse, cursed,
took my first chew of tobacco, or roped my first enims],
I was thirteen years old befare I entered my first school.
Mother was well educeted end worried all the tinﬁgbecause
she could not send her children to schoozt. ”She h,a‘;d taught
me 80 that I wes classed with the fifth-g}ade ?Eiidren

-

when I did get to school. She worried so much#fha§<faﬁher
sald out and we went back to Arkensas where tﬁlre were
good ‘schools, We had two wagons on that trip but I rode
horseback and drove seveﬁty head of wild‘horgése The
only other enimals we had were two little dgéé: Connie
and Trip. *
| ROUTE THROWGH IﬁDIAN TERRITORY,

We crossed the Red Riger at Colbertts Ferry to Fort
florth, followed the Katy Railroed to Okteha, east to Web-
bers Falls, crossed at Gamns Ferry, to the old Wire Road

to Van Buren, sarkensas, and the rest of our trip was in

Arkanseas,
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OLD WIRE RCAD.

This was called the 0ld Wire Road beceuse in the
Civil .War they had e telephone wire alonc there, bvefore
the kissouri Pacific¢ Rzilroad czme through.

, o GAN:S FERRY.

Ganns Ferry was aboit three niles delew .Jebbem Falls.

ROW LOMEY wad CaRRIZu.

Father had five thousand doliers in gold in & ravi-
hide belt under his glothing. >o8t travelers ca:giea v
faoney 1in these telts end they were afraid ?o have i? all
in one plare, so to be safe in- case of robbgry they hi@
twelve hundred in different places in the wagon.

PASTCURI..G I THE SAC A:D FOX RESERVATIOL.

In 1892 fether was the largest cattilexern close to
Clarxsville,Arkansas. iueith cane {rox the Sac and Fox
Reservation and he end ny fether made a deel for sone
cattle to dbe éhigped bacx to grass. Two or three irain
loeds, not car loads but trai: loads, were shipped on-the
¥issouri Pacific to Oktaha and from there they were driven
to the reservation, vhich is ninety miles. Keith's out-

fit oeame for them but father sent me along to see that
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they were brought to grass and not to market and to watch .

all during the pasturing. Ve ocsmped near Keokuk Falls
about the twentieth o¢f April when the grass wass rising and
would ship them out just as they futtemed, frow July to
September, They were brought back to Oktsha to the rail- °
road and shipped to Kanses City. - We passed ;hrouqh Henry-

etta and Dewar, but they were not towns then.

SLATE CROSSING (FORD).

The Slate "rossing was supposed to have been called
that beceuse you could see'-the slste bottom. Evar& time
I ecrossed it was too desp to see the ford. It was bank
full &nd I'd\had t0 swim my horse and whutever other stock
I hai. It is just narth and uﬁierﬁthe K. 0. & G. trestle

on Deep Fork River.

LITTLE BEaR FORD.

Eight miles up the river from Slete Crossing on Deep
Fork River, northeast of Shulter, is e ford csiled Little
‘Bear Ford., Birds, people wnd horses are cut on rock, at
this place.
| In 1893 énothe¥ shipnené.sf cattle . was taken to the

Sac end Fox Reservation. I brought cagjtie for threse or
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four years, buring 1893 we went to 01d Shawnere Town

Trading Post for supplies, o N
| HOW PaSTURILLG PLaCES »RET PICLED,

Cattle, lixe people, do bgtt@r when conternted so
they are watched to see when they like a placéz Then X
they don't roam very far but f-ed srsund over the sare
places. Different bun~hes would make paths to the water ) 3
and they navef got on the wrongip th, 3Ivery timc a cow \\ !
vt to drin% 1% went to its oﬁnxiiace. We didn't have Q‘ SN
much trouble with their -oing into“the t}mber either for‘
there were to; meny inseots there which Xept then chaesed
out, °

EO. STOCK.:E! JEXE FURLISHED SUPPLIES. -

Stockien bought their supplies from the bigger stores
for only the big stores oould afford to carry them. Sore-
: from
times their bilis would run / el ght>en hundred %o two
thoussné dollars., If a stockman ever failed to pay a bil¥--
it was too bad for him because dishonesty is onc thing that
can't be kept secret, So even if a man wasn't honest by

nature he had to be or lose out. Sometinies & merchant

had carried him a yesr, charged everything he needed, and
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the priees were s0 low that he didn't want to sell his
og%tle. Hetd go to the merchant and tell him the facts
add how he wanpted to wait till nexit year to sell if he
could carry him over. Lots of timés the éerchant would
see his way to carry hin over for the two years and when
the catile were sold the merchant would get his pay in
full, Laefsyette kercantile Company at Thecctah did a
lot of that kind of business.

CARE OF THE SADDLE.

whenever a cowbay go£ a saddle whish "fit" him he
keptiit until it was worn out, which meent thet it was
broken forked. Saddles were different prices but %the
middle priced ones were used most. They were'oiled once
every year and usually when the .ien Xnew they weren't
golng to be dressing up t> taxe their girl anywhere.
Then if Shey had to dress up,a blénket was tﬁrown over
it to srotect their pants,for the oil would surely ruin
them, It didn't matter about the wor< clothes and most
of us had leather chaps which prctected them. $addles
would last for three or four years according to the care

re-

- teken. 0f them and then they could be/rigged. A real

rider never changed saddles unless absolutely necessary.
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If he was going to another part of the cd%%@ry by train

the saddles were sacked and shipped for a dollar, but they
they

had to be in a sack s0 ./ could be handled easier,

UNBROKENHORSZES,

In 1883 I baught eighty-nine unbroken horses from
the Indiens and sterted back to Clarksville, arkansas, on
June the twentieth and toox then thréugh'by myself. ; I
crossed Deep Fork at Robert's Ferry where Sharp's Crossing
is nowe I had a pack horse for it would be too hard on
ny horse to carry me, a pack, =nd drive t-l%ther horses'.
I spent a dollar and sixty-five cents on the whoie trip.

: . rivers,
I camped out at night, drove during theéay, ad swam the/
Ergm Okmulgee to kuskogee, Webber Falls, swam all the
horses through the Arkansas River, and they drove lixe
sheép, tc Lee's Creek, to the 91d Wire Road to Van Buren.
The horses were traded for a thre%@ear Qld stéer for eech
horse and another steer for riding %o show it could
be ridden.

SAW MILi.

There was & sswmill ip LeFlore Zounty on Rush River

it I eauldntt tell the exact location.
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OSAGE HORSES BOUGHT 4ND SOLD.

J+ R. Skinner was the paymaster for the Government
to the Osage Indians, Eor‘four years father bought wild)
horses fzom him. One year hes bought a mndred and fifty'
horses, delivered by the Osaée Indians to Fort Smith,
Arkansas, They grazed thenm ;cross the couptry. at Fort
Smith father paid fr&m-two-f{fty to threce dollers a head
for them. A8 the horses were delivered sbout the first
of Ogtober L would be b&~k from pasturing the cattle and .
ready to woric with the horses. They were ready to ride
and sold by Qhrigtmaér

These Osages who drove the horses were as near nude

as possible. The& wore a breesh clout, if anything, ad

s

dhad their fanes painted. Sone'of them had rope 8addles
ard others rode barebacx. (Somé white people had.rope

seddles toa). Some péo:le say they gulded their horses
by the an‘they’leaned their body and others ssy it wes

by the pressure of their Xnees, I couldn't say how it was

done bui there w s no bridle used.
IN 18968 I 'WaS "LOOLI. . TnE "OLI.TRY OVER",
HAY L.AKT. G. -

There was a fellow maxing hsy a mlle and a half west
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of where the Baptist University ls ngw located &t
Shawnee, he hired extra help to bale the huy then laid
them ' : ’
/ off until we had loaded znd sold it. He and T would
lcéd the two wagons, but we'd put the heavier load on
my wazon. 4£pen ve'd take two teans wnd pull his wagon
off of the meadow onto the road whleh wus pac-ed harder
than the meadow. One tean oouldn't pull the huy wagon
across the meadow for the wheels wonld sinx in but it
could ull it on hard sround., Then I'd unhiteh the lead
team and ta<e it bark and put It to the other wnron whidh
had one other teun alresdy hitched to it. #e'd drive to
B
town and sel) the hey, He'd stsy to et drun bul T14-
case ri-ht to cawp. (You could buy whiskey.in 3hawnee.
There were thirteen tent ssloons there‘ay 18968). He paid

- ‘
me two dollars and fiftys cents a day wuges,

RICLAPOOL LINEL Sai0 PLUMS.

The kickapoos gathered the send plums, whizth ripen
in the early su.w.er on thg worth TJanedian River, They wore
a breegh clout, long hair and moccssins,

They'would go into Shawnee a.d get drunk, end come
riding by. One tine vhen I was alone, just!getting réady

to eat my supper of karo., bread, bacon and butter, they
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shot out my light, a bress eosl oil lamp. I hid in the

hay but they &¢idn't com¢ near the gamp, Jjust rode on past,
HOG3 FaTTZ. 9.
. at that sene tire the Perks boys hed o clal . -ust

; slough
suited ton hog reising., fad & / wfor the. to wallow in

[y

anxd a aigh place for thew "0 get to when the hi h water

O

zs fr0 arxensas, Sou-nt

(o]

camne up., 3Sone man trowght the h

corn at Zufeula for twe -ty cents a bushel ...I they hesuled

"

it by fouy.ule tea.s %0 their claiz neer Shai. -+, I
imagine i1 ~ost hi-. fiffy-five cé:ts by the ti;; they-got
it to their claim. Then they were lettenced théy were ship-
ped to Lanses %ity.

BTN Y DL N YR, oA s T
7/ 1o WR-EY CLURT Jesr desla. B

It was ipossible t5 sleep whe- the *ur-ers started

. > . 0’ = - . 0y
ma<ing & rac et for there were nu dreds of thew in th

woods wlo. the river uedr Shawice,

ciored all

0]

Father wes o Texas Ranser oad wos @0 li

2 3 .". I3 . A
his life, .iis belief wcs sbout the sa e as other people's,
If & pérson wes caet1vht doin. wron~ he wi:s ctretched/?

rope, oind I still bvelieve it 1s the best vay., If a friexd
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got into trouble, even if 1t was his fault, end camé‘¢o
)
i 1
you, you gave hifu an ouifis Lf h2 needed it, and the best
horse you had, and money if you had it or whatever he need-

ed to get away., 7You stayed with a-friend right or wrong.

STAGE LIWE Z.Y 1830'S,

assel

w3

The stage line out ¢f Oxmulgee to l.elernott
the Fifty-Two Springs Lasddin Post Office, to Dent Post
Office, Belmont Post Office, then crossed ZTaton Tusiey

into Shawnee, ~ ‘ ‘ =

- . hr

Eaaees R



