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BAMMORD, DENA PAYNE (MRS, ) INTERVIEW

" Blizabeth L. Duncan

Field Worker
June 15, 1937

Intoxview with Mrs, Dena Payne Hammond,
Cherokse Avenue, Medfard, Okla,
Father-Reuben Stanberry Payne
Mother-Lugetta Rouline

4

No, fortunately or unfortunate)& as the éae
may be, I was not born in the Indian Territory,
That interesting event was staged in the little town

of Ravenswood, West Virginia, on the banks of ths

‘muddy GHie River. The denghter of Reuben and Lugetta

Payne was not consulted as %0 her choice of the place
of her nativity, If she had been, I am sure that,in
her usual self-sure way, she would have said, "Let -
me be a deughter of the Vest", Howuver, I managed
to exist quite happily through my first nine :}\eazg
among those green clad hills, and felt quite sure
that &y hexrt was irreparably broken when my family,
having heard of tha.woxiderrul wealth of the cattle

sauntry in southern Kmnsas and the free range in the

‘Indian Territory just to the south of it, deeided to

come west, And eome v;ut, we 4id, with l{ttle more
of my own volition than I hed known in the choice of

my first home, Ve came first by steamboay, and then
by train to southern Kansas,
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My father found lut litélo of the fabulous
wealth of whioch he had dreamed in the rich cattle
land, whieh had been recently devastated by the
grnasﬂOpper and chineh bug, and the terrific prairie
fires of the early ei ghties, Inatead, we found a
people trying hayd to resover fram the climatie
disasters just as the farming people are doing to-
day, only they are trying t do it without the help
of an alphabet re-entorsdd Dy the Government., They
vere going about {t on the "help one another" pleax,
That is where me many nodble characters like David
Payne, William Mathewson, John Brownback, and many
others of thetr type made themselves useful,’

Now there wus David Paynes As 2 ehild I knew
him well but not as historians piscture him., I
have ;elrchod in ;ain in the printsd pages about
David Payne for the Boomer as I knew him, tut I
cannot find him there, I can only see him as he

visited in my father's home, & kindly, homely man
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w0 md a viston of an Utopia in this land-a land

of ideal homes where every man was your friend,

whers white would live in neighborly friendship with

the red man and work togethsr for their common good,
While 2s a child I eould not agree with him in

feeling that the noble red man was my brother-I would

not even think he was a distant ocousin of mine-and

that even spoiled m& relationship wi th Mr, Payne,

himself, ©®hile he and my father were very sure we

were distantly related, his frateranizing with Mr,

Indian spoiled ﬁim as a relative of mine, anl we

know the historians would have us dbelieve that he

was an sggressive, bold, pushing sort of a man, I

ean only seé him as & mild mamnersd, kindly Ohristian

geatlemn, in rough gard, and w th toil-worn hanﬁl.

I wish soms of the histories had told about his hands,

They were more expressive than bis fase, meh of whioh

was oovered with the then fadgionablo hirsute growth

and only his eyes end their radiating lines told us

)
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of what was going on behind them, but his hands, as
he talked, moved about or opened and ¢losed in the
most faseinating manner I ever saw, ‘"I dowish I
eould just make others ae; fhem, especially when he
sald graee befare the meal. I am sure that God saw
and understood them as they were clasped above the
table and sided him in soliciting f}od'g blessing on
aar housshold,

He frequently visited in our home and often my
rathe_r, wo was whet was then commonly known as a
loesl preacher(though why any more local preacher
than local buteher, o baker, or candle-stiek maker,
"4s more than T ean explain) was often invited toN oome
down $0 the Boamer Camp, near what was called Rock
Falls on the Chicaskia Rlvo‘:, south of Honeywsll, %0
hold Sunday serviges, Thase invitati ons were frequently
ageeptad and, sametimes when the weather was fine, the
family all got in th‘o. old-fashi oned surrey, whioh ian
a sort of two seated carrisge, and spent what would

now be termed a week-end at the Boomer Camp in the
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serviee of the Master, snd who shall say that these
serviges were not just as inspirational as any re-
' ligious worship of today. In raoi, on a Sunday, just
before the Soldiers cames to take Mr, Payne away, we - @

were thers and my reeollestion is that there were at
that time about thirty-five men, about twenty of whom
wore ioeompanied by their wives,in the ¢amp. To me
they seemsad a hardy pecple, most of them lane;rhat
silent and taciturn, but seeming to have in mind a
home of law-adiding and God-fearing people,

Then scon we heard that the soldiers had cwme
and taken them ell away and we saw them no more, Then
some time in the late eighties, we learned that Mr,
anno' had passed on without seeing his ambition of the
white settler living side by side with his Indian noigh/
bor, each learning and acsepting the best {n his dbrotherts -
praeti aes, fulfilled nor have we seen it yet today.

To my childish mind, Mr, Payne was not a boomer.

He w-8 & dreamsr who acould make the simple minded see
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hi; dreams and live them. Ho talked of settling
tﬁis country with smich earnest eagerness that he
seemed almost inspired. _

" Then, too, in those days of hardship and p1-
onesring, there was one, Willism Mathewson, who
orected a post on the bank of the Chisaskia River,
several mile# northeast of Caldwell; and when o
came to Kensas, he was supplying the drouth and
grasshopper stricken asttlers with food hunted
down in the Indien Tserritory.

Now, my inquirirg mind never was satiafied
about the name of that post, It looked more like
a lot of posts stood on.und and raéhor olose t0-
gether, bound together in some manner({their arehi-
tecture was of no sehool that would be reeognized
in modern art) and they wcre roofed over with l;aty
boughs, Inside hung the garcasses of duffalo, ilk,
ui;d turkey, and oftan prairie ehicken. And the

settlers, if they had money or if they hd cora oz

3
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Q”.
wheat or other food stuff, oould barter for meat;
and sgain, 1f they had none of those eomnodities,
they eauld atill get meat,anl better luck next time /
. Y

went {n lieu of trade. Sueh men as these, and there
were many others, laid the foundation for the pioneer
homos.of Oklahoma, Oklahoma, make your bow'to Kansas,
Kansas set you ; good exesmple,

A year of southern XKansas passed as we sht at
th, Toot ot‘the Prophet, as ¥r, David Payne was often
ealled by his ardent followsrs, and Indian Territory
was still unsettled, Then, in the fall of 1884(now
history will bear me out in this), the Honorable
Grover Oleveland was oibcted, and after his inaugu-
ration he promulgated the slogan which still holdse
"To the vietor belongs the spoils”. He proeeeded
t0 make appointments just as happens now when we
‘have a new President, and my father,being one of the
faithful, was given the job of;maasuring hay stacks

that had been put up by the ranchers, 1In that way,
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we began t0 come in contast with the eattlemen and
cowboys, another olass of people that I cannot see
as they are generally represented on the sereesn and
in the lurid literature of modmrn newstands.

' Now, my father was a friendly man and soon came
to know and fraternize with these men with whom his
work brought him in contact, The gowboys liked him
and dudded him "the parson”, and cama. to vislé hin
whenever they came to the state with cattle for
shipmont, I have never So‘e‘ﬁ:'moﬁ'hotm they came
for spiritusl counsel or just to samplo‘ the ham and
eggs, and a;uﬁom bisenits that usually graeed our

bresakfast table, but be that as it my, the; were

alweys weloome and from them we heard meny tales of. .-~ ==

Aot

- admmé;“”é?‘ﬁi;ﬂ‘;n‘ﬁ;;m, and of sore priva-
tions as they experieneed th.em in the cattle eéuntry.

In the suxmer, tl;ore uer: terrific prairie fires, ‘
such as, in the fall of 1885 when it was very dry

d

and father and his partner, Mr, James Penny, were
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ocaught by Lt'o terrible fires when working several
miles south of .the Salt Fork, sad they tried to

ride 1t out, They ceme to a deep hole in the Wild
Horse oreek about three miles scoutheast of what ia

now Pond OM, end plunged in and were forced to
cover their frentie horses! heada with their jackets
$0 hold them in the water, They stayed theres until
the fires had burned out all arocund them s0 they ceme
on home minus their ouifits, |

Then eame the terrible blizzard of January, 1886,

I d0 not remember the exact day, but it was the worst
-time I ever knew, After a perfeqtly balmy morning and
& pleasant noonday vhen our school in the v;llago of
- Gorbin hiad gaue to ¥visit the Spring Creek sehool and
tru'd tféﬂtpali them down, the wind came out orthe porth
with a terrific driving foree, sending slivers of ioe
agaihst our not too well protected little bodies, e
started for home, There were about thirty pupils fram
ﬂonr schoocl, so Mre Gilloak, our teacher, drganizod us

for the trip, He put. a btdg boy, whom he knew he eould

e e e
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trust, as leader, then he ordered a small pupil to
hold-on to the leader, then & big one to hold on to

him, %}ternating‘ps, big and little, ddwn the line,

Just north of Spring Creek 8ch00l, there was a rather \
deep ocanyon, and we dropped down into it and started -
out with the teacher bdringing up the rear and we had
orders to hang on tight even if we were co;d. Now,

by wagon road, it 1ia three miles,'but it surely was
much ggzing;;ffwn in that gulley, but we were some~

what protected from the winde I am sure none of us

[

will ever farget that drip, and that our brave teacher

marshalled us all in and no lives were lost therae,
But we fared much better than the poor boys out on the

rangs who had to try to protest the stock, much of

~ winter so far, and feed had been sgerae, s0 mast cattle-

mén were still depending on the buffal) grass, The
country to ths south was strewn with the ~arassses
i .
of frozen cattle and I know of at least three gowboys,’
Co. |

friemds of }w father, #ho lost their livds trylng to
/ {
/ C
H / “‘1 O

N \

R _ }
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get their cattle to\aholter. The blizzard raged for

three days, iey pell&tl, far it was not snow, were

pil;h high and lay in wvast drifts all ovqf. It was /

not beautiful snow, 1t was dirty ice and when 1t |

finally melted, left ridges of mud vhere it had lsin,
Then, in time, the sun shone and the grass grew;

sumuer came apace, and we knew that God was in his

heaven and all was well with the world. ~
There was again hay to be measured and, joy of

joys, we could go with the mon'in to the Indian Terri-

1

tory again and visit the rinohefs whose genercus hose
pitality I fear aould not be duplicated today enywhere v
in the world, | |
I had long heard of the Sewell Stoakade,dcwn near
as a protsction from hostile Indiens a®d I was going
to visit {t, Of course, at that éim it was no%. used
for its orginal purpose, but what child of twelve
woald not get s thrill from pesking within its walls,
or from being held up to look through the portals am

imagining taking a shot at a red skin through a hole
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in a six-foot wall of ‘logs apd sode Now, perhaps,

I eam not aceurate in this, but I see it thus, It
stood in an open space quite 2 1ittle ways from
tyf timber, to me it seems to have been abonf ozght\
ar ten feet high(remember, I was just a little girl)
- and the walls were about four io six feel through,
and 1t was without 2 cover, and to my mind it seems
about forty feet acrou;. At the time wo were there,
1% was used as a stock shelter by the Pond éroek
Rench, and was more Or less 0f & shelter until the -
very rainy spring of 1892, when the waters of Osage,
- Pond Creek, and Salt ‘Fork, were merged and washed {¢
dowm until thers was little even of the earth work

loft to tell where it had once stood. | '

1 am gled a.monument has been erected thers,
slthough Lt was the dream of my father and me that

it might =ome dqi be restored sc that the future
generations might see a real stoekade and be thrilled
by the sight even as I am still thrilled by the memory

of it,
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All thess years we were still waiting fcar the
opening of the cattle country to settlement by the
wite man, and at last, our waiting xuas to’pass. A
law was enacted that a2ll cattle must be removed from
the Cherokee Outlet, or the Strip as we called it,

‘but the ranehers did not ses it so. They had long
been in possession and felt that this was unjust, and
while there v;eno many train loads going out daily,
still thers were some that were staying and finally,
in June of 1683, the soldiers ceme with flying flags
and slimy boé’u to say that they must move, Kbw,
soms ef the cattlemen were of the mulish type and
said, 'mako us~if you caa", and wsll I remember when
the officers eams up inte southern Kansas offering

T~ good pay to men who would help to move them, but

there was & clance iu the Enabling Aet,by ;vhich»iﬁii T
_sountry was to be settled, whieh said that any man

who was on this land between the tims of the passage

of this Bi1ll and the 16th of September, 1893, would

0
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be disqualified to participate in the ;.'aoo for land
" at that time. Almost sverybody wanted $0 oome, 80
the soldiers found that i{f they were going to remove
the cattle, they would have to do the work themselves,
Then, as the grass beeame dry, they finally resorted
to bﬁrning the reange 80 the stoek would have t¢ move
.1n seargh of food,

I can still o0lose my eyes and look off to the
south and see the brillisnt red light whieh said
the eattle wuld move, and they continwed for many
wesks before thay were aii out; and at last we
were to enter the promised land, snd dear old father,
the only one in our family who was eligivle to take
a homestead made ready t&r the great day.

He hed a tall, bald-faced, white stockinged
norse that oould take long steps end take them fast,
sone of us rode him every day sc he wauld be in eone
ai tion for,the tripe Oh yes, fether had been all over

it and he knew the fertile spots and just where he
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he wanted t0 live and who he wanted to go with him

and be his néighbors, 80 they organized ad went

west from Oaldwell about f£ive miles so they cguld

'g: nearly due south on level land and ride for the

Pond/crak\&ttom

ilow. ts mmeo;l‘ he had a youth {n his party who
had jix;t turnsdtwenty-one snd was new to hardships
and as they were riding rapidly looking off toward
their sqal, but yet seversl miles away, {t chanced
that his young friend, Billy Bowles by name, had
the miafozrtune t0 ride into a nrairie dog hole snd-
hie hnrse had a droken leg. Tixay young man was frantic
at the thought of being left alone 80 far from home
and he tried to follow on'raot, leading the poor animal
limping on thres legss Now, I az not idly imaeting
when I say my father had a heart and he mv;d his hand
to the rest of the band and aa:lc‘l, "Ride on boys, we
are staying here®, 70 the youﬁ: he éaid, "étak. here,
Billy, end I will g a half mile and sot my staks end
oome back %0 help you". And 20 he did, ed when_the

38
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duat hed cleared away, he lookéd to where he had
set his heart on owning & elaim and saw the mmoke
of "sooner fires® rising all along tho Pond Creek
bottoms, He felt sure he had not done so badly
by helping a fellow when he needed a frieand,

The others rode on and all found contests
exacept oxie. How, I am not claiming that every man
that was there ahead of them was a sooner-a few may
have hed faster horsss than theyyiut they had to
}wn a good one to beat that gmge Well, my father
got a good ¢laim and was never roiny B3TTYe

His claim was staked snd he had broken some sod
with his saddle ahovoi, then returned to'hia friend
whose poor horse was in such agony that they borrowed
a gun from & passing rider and ended his suffering,
All this had happened in a little over an hour from
the time the opening gun had bean fired on th: Kansas
line, sixtoen miles 40 the north. He went to !ﬁntd and

lay on the sand and ate dirt just like all the rest of
\ L7

| -

J
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them to get his filings on, then came dagk to got’
ready to move on his newly acquired land,

He by.tut e sma)l houss, it m all he eoali
afford, and it eonsisted of a basement 16 x 18,
plastered on the dirt and small windows, and 2
box house of the same size on tope Now, how in
the wor:‘m wore wo going to live in that? Siz of

us and we were leaving a tem room house, fairly

well equipped, Where would we pu$ our stuff? Sell

part of it? Of gourse, but what? We had family
heirlooms and we had more modern stuff, Of cm’xrs\o{>
we ycungsters voted $o0 take the modern stuff, but’
thanks t0 a mother who could acmetimes asaert hu;
self, She atepped in and said, "No, here is stuff
my parents owned Wefore the war, and here is stuff
that we started-housekeeping wth, und it {8 going,
even if 1t hu-to bs put in a tsn¢", end much of

it osme, Sorry as we: were % ses the newsr, shiner
stuff s0ld by the austioneer, now I am glad for

40
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after nearly forty-four years I ¥uve some treasurss

with whieh I would not partj my grendfather's sloek,

an 014 Seth Thomas cloek more than & hundred years:
0ld whigh st1ll bears the soar of the ax waere i%
was chopped from the wall when tha Union Soldiers
were burning his hamn.bocauao he hed a step-son in
the Confederate Army, still keeps perfect time. I
still make ple v th the rolling pin turned from
apple-tree wood as & wedding gift to my father md
mother sixty-seven years ago, and I still have an
old walnut wood drop-leaf table of adout the same
age, and a fow other treasurers that grow dearer
every yeare .

Weii,so0n, aistltod'by our‘n.&ghboro(lan'tlit
1strangc‘what a lerge part in all’our'livon our
A ghbors play) our houseliold goods( I neerly said

godc for {¢ had nearly aome to that) were loaded

o t0 wagona and thero was the 013 brm ocow, aud a

erate of leghorn hens acaampanied dy a lordly qook,

41
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and the harses were hitohed and we started out before
it was light and drove and drove all day long, stopping
only for lunch eand tc feed the beasts and refresh them
with water when wve emld find it, and on agein until
derkness had fallen and we were going to a lonely, dark
house tired and hungry, and bshold, when we had rrossed
 Polecat Creek and had e¢me up on the raise, there was
8 1ight and what seemed a small bon fire-there wire
the neighbars egaine. Mr, Sat-~hell and Mr, 0{110:, two
men who I had never seen but who had ajded fathar in
building our sheltsr, had gone tao the shenty and had
hot coffee ard boiled potatoes,and paneskes ready %o
frye Ko banquet oan take its place in my memory,

" We moved in end began (0 ses our noighbora‘ and

there wers quite a few who were there as soon ss we

I

eare.

S0 very saoon there must de sopething doing, and
as Mr, Satchell had btuilt a fairly roomy sod ~hou'ao(unc:e
they ware that kind of eitizens), it was deeided that
we would start \S\unday School and Chur ch. and held 14
in his house} end thome kindly.people housed the chureh

42
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and Sunday sehool for more than two years, snd ws
all went in amd ocut es ons penple, and that district
is still celled Sstchell's Velley though few are lefs

' wa0 remsmber Fa end Na Satqhell and their funny old

team c¢slled Led and Deekes Now, Leb wes lorg and rangy
ad stocd fuil agant«n hends high, and had a frame
t0 garry a 1ot of meat if he had had the feed, and
Degk was wilt just the other way, He was short and
ebunky, ,an;! n‘dt very for mg the ground, gnougﬁ he
wes an easy keeper and altem looked Phwmp 11; spite
of privationss I can sse tham yet as they Jogzed
hons % Madford, a long nine miles away, and they
%ould always take other folks and their profuce
along, Yes, it mﬁ}ﬂ'taﬁ nearly a whols day, dut
shat was ¢ dey more G lesp, Ve hed 13, md we &l)
Now the people in that c@ﬂty drive .ta(m'vn
in tho.morntng,’thsn g0 home spd to hElaekwsll or Enid
fn the afterncon, then after doing the ahcres, Wkve
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bagk to Medforxd td take in the show and at the seame
tize they complain of the hard times, And we can
look bagk to those days snd we fail to !rouulbor very
meny u;’ia about the hard times, but we had them and
mxny of the n'ttl,nra had to de h&fﬂ,- but there

- seemed to be no stigm attached to that brand of
ehu'ﬁy. No, we seldom saw an eyebrow reised i{n
disdain of our poorer neighbors and no one said, "They
are on reljef”, "

Yo all {uuf to the meeting and st together,
Baptist, Presbyterians, Methodists, and what not,
willing to°let someonms exporund the Ward, There were
dear 014 shouting, praising, hallelujahing, Adrahem
suma&[igng drawm cut Free Methodist exhortatians,
and eslm, dignigled, ritualistic Brother Helmie of
Episcopal persussion} and there was dootrinal Buptist
Brother Rhodos, all of them preaching %o the sme

group of peopls and all getting a quies hearings gmg¢

o

is what laid the foundation for our brosdminded younger

generation,
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No, we 414 not confirs all our setivities to /
chureh going. Mo, indeed, there were litepery
. sgclieties, picnic-,/ and parties, not with wéndorrnl
deaorgtions and caterer's refreahments. No, we ’ .
often just met m/xt in the grove whers there \;fas plenty |
of roon, and we ;sang ulthbut pianc aocanpanh?ent, and
played games; ortin ratroehmaxits were Jjuat yellow sorn
'pare,, ; orer an outdoors fire, and sometimes sorghum
moia;g;@ candy, pulled and twisted by the ;lxole arowd,
But t;”{ey yere good ﬁrtion Just ‘tho 8ElIN, . _ /

éun. I grew up as most giriks 40 .and when sagoo;a‘
" started {n this{ eoun(try,"I‘ began teaching in a little
s0d Bohool house on the banks of Polecat Creek, We
were not%ghnim into distriets yet, and there were _
n0 taxes and no funde to pay teachers ar buy supplies, |
vut in x&ogt sommntties the settlers got together wad . o

_buill shelters to house these early institutions of

e

lurning end then came the guestion of how to x‘my.‘ Some

folks bad some money, some folks had flour, and same

4
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hed’ ounn'qd op dried £ . t brought from the States
and we plonesr tucﬁw our pay in shatever the
‘segtlers had to use far mﬁqu.

But these conditions o{uy‘laetod for a shoxrt
time and are only mentioned to show how Oklahoma's
wonderful school system wus started.

Now, in the early days, 1 met a yount man{as
most gir).a 'do) who had a wonderful gray team{groat
foundation for romance, was {{ not? But {¢ still

})’um mfficient, sinces from odmirtng the gray horsea
‘ny eyes aometimoa nandered to their owner), and ycm
know the rest, far m ).89'?, I was married to William
Bunmd. and came .to u':o on the same homestead where
we now reside and have gone on m-}, rc;rty years, seeing

the carntry change from bare prairies to pleasant honss,
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bidding farewsll to early friends and welcoming the new

and the worn out buggy, and uolonming tho shiny new 3

autfmbilcs. Yes, tines have obanged, our hair is '

t
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white, but pionesr life bas bean good to (us and on'f
noighborl. . ‘ . }
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' _ones, even es w bade faressll to the deer ol4 gray teem
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