
wamm, mm ; ggftfc {ims.) mrnermt.

\

INDEX CARDS:

David L. Payne

Pioneer Preacher
Prairie"Fires
Blizzard-1880
Sewell 3tockade
Pond Creek Ranch
Opening-Cherokee Strip
Living Conditions
Medford
Religious Services

#4741

22



HAMMOND, DENA PAYNE (MRS.) INTERVIEW.
(i .

- 8 -
Form A-(S-149)

BIOGRAPHY FORM -
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION

Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

d Worker's name U l i a b a t h L. DQ&OQB

This report made on (date) Jfc»» 15 1 9 3 7

1. Name * * • • * » *****

Ifrdford, Oklahoa*
2. Post Office Address

„ ., .., / , , . , i mi la vest from paveraent on Charokaa Ara.
3. Residence address (or location)

Jim* ft 1074
4 . DATE OF BIRTH: Month Day Year

a _, , . . .. RftTtnwood. f w t Virginia. Jaotaon County
5. Place of.birth * *

^ L BeabM SUabtrry Paya* Hhc«Uag»w# Tirgiaia
Name of Father Place of birth

Other information about father **»*>««*» « d ltothodl.t

7. Name of Mother *•—•— Roullttt p l a c G Qf b i r t h

Sha vaa brought upon a plaatatloA in
Other information about mother r

Virginia^ Mr*. Haioad pan ta l l a T«y lnUrattlnc faott about har.

•votes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the life and
story of the person interviewed. Refer to Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of she.etc attached



BA4M0RD, DE2U PAYNB (MRS.) INTERVIEW

S l l s s b e t h L* Ounoan
F i e l d Worker
June 15 , 1937

Interv iew with Mrs* Dona Payne Hammond*
Oherok»e Avenue, Medf crd, Okla.

Father-Reuben Stanbtrry Payne
Mothor-Luoetta Roul lne

No, fortunately or unfortunately as the ease

nay be, X was not bora in the Indian Territory*

That Interesting event was staged in the l i t t l e town

of Revenewood, Weat Virginia, on the banks of th©

muddy Ohio River, The daughter of Reuben and Laqetta

Payne was not consulted am to her choice of the plaoe

of her nativity. If she had been, I an sure that,in

her usual self-sure way, she would have saiA, "Let

me be a daughter of the West** However, X managed

to exist quite happily through my first nine years

among those gresn elad hi l l s , and felt quite sure

that ay hssrt «as irreparably broken when icy family,

having heard of the wonderful wealth of the cattle

country in southern Kansas and the free range In the

Indian Territory just to the south of i t , decided to

come west* And tons west, we did, with l i t t l e more

of my own. Toll tloa than I had known In the oholoe of

ay first haae* We came first by steamboa$9 and then

•by train to southern Kansas*
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My father found tat l i t t l e of the fabulous

wealth of which he had dreamed in the rloh oattle

land, which had been reoently devastated by the

grasshopper and ohinoh bag, and the terrif io prairie

fires of the early eighties* Instead, we found a

people trying hard to recover from the climatic

disasters just as the farming people are doing to-

day, only they are trying to do i t without the help

of an alphabet re-en?ore#d by the Government. They

were going about i t on the "help one another11 plea.

That i s where m assay noble characters l ike Derid

Pay no, William Mathewson, John Brownbaok, end many

others of their type made themselves useful*

Mow there was David Payne. As a child I knew

him well but not as historians picture hia* I

hare searched in rain in the printed pages about

David Payne for the Boomer as I knew him, but X

cannot find hia there* I can only see him as he

visited in my father's home, a kindly, homely man
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who bad a vision of an Utopia in this land-a land

of Ideal homes where every g»n was your friend,

where white would l i r e in neighborly friendship with

the red nan and work together for their common good*

While as a ohlld I eould not agree with him In

fooling that the noble red oan was my brother-I would

not even think he was a distant cousin of mlne-and

that even spoiled my relationship with Ur» Payne,

himself* Bhiie he and my father were very sure we

were distantly related, his fraternizing with Mr*

Indian spoiled him as a relative of mine, and we

know the historians would have us bell ere that he

was an aggressive, bold, pushing sort of a nan* I

can only see him as a mild ne*n*;e2, kindly Christian

gentlontn, in rough garb, and with toil-worn hands*

Z wish 002ns of the histories had told about his hands*

They ware more expressive than bis fate, much of whleh

was ooTared with the then fashionable hirsute growth

and only his eyes end their radiating l ines told us
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Of what was going on behind them, but h i t hand*, a s

h t t a l k e d , mored about or opened and c losed In the

most fasQlnat lng manner X erer saw. I do with I

•ould juat make othera s e e th«mt • s p e c i a l l y whan ha

s a i d gra te befora the meal* I am aura tha t Ood saw

and understood them aa they were elaaped above the

t a b l e and aided him In • o i l c i t i n g Ood*a b l e s s i n g on

our household*

Ha f requent ly r i a l t e d i n our home end o f ten my

f a t h e r , #10 was what waa then aommonly known as a

l o o a l preacher (though why any more l o c a l praaoher

than I o a a l butcher , or baker, or c a n d l e - s t i c k maker,

l a more than I can exp la in ) waa o f t e n l n r l t e d t o come

down t o t h e Bocner Oamp, near what waa c a l l e d Rook

F a l l a oa the Chleaakla River , south o f Honeywell, t o

hold Sunday e a r r l o e a , Tnaea i n r i t a t i o n a were f requent ly

a««aptad and, aoaetlmaa when the weather waa f i n e , the

family a l l go t I n the o ld - fash ioned eurroy, which waa

a s o r t o f two seated c a r r i a g e , and apant what would

now ba termed a week-end a t t h e Boomer Camp i n the
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s e r r i e e of t h e Master , and who s h a l l say t h a t t h e s e

servloes were not just as Inspirational as any re-

ligious worship of today. In fast , on a Sunday,Just

before the Soldiers cams to take Mr. Payne away, we

ware there and ay reeolleetlon Is that there were at

that time about thirty-fire men, about twenty of whom

were aoeompanied by their wives,in the oanp* To me

they seemed a hardy people, most of tHem somewhat

si lent and taciturn, but seeming to have in mind a

home of law->abiding and God-fearing people*

Then soon we heard that the soldiers had cow

and taken.them a l l away and we saw them no more* Then

some time in the late eighties, we learned that Mr*

Payne had passed on without seeing his ambition of the

white settler l ir ing side by side with his Indian neigh/

bor, each learning and a adopting the best In his brother ••

practioes, fulf i l led nor hare we seen It yet today*

To my childish mind, Mr© Payne was not a boomer*

He w- a a dreamer who could make the simple minded see
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his dreamt and lire them. He talked of settling

this country with suoh earnest eagerneaa that he

seemed almost Inspired*

Then, too9 In those days of hardship and pi-

oneering, Hi ere was one, William Mathevaon, who

ereoted a post on the bank of the Chleaskla River,

aereral mi lei northeast of Oaldwell; and when we

came to Kansas, he was supplying the drouth and

grasshopper atriolcen set tiers vith food hunted

down In the Indian Territory*

Now, my inquiring mind never was satisfied

about the name of that post* It looked more like

a lot of posts stood on end and rather close to-

gether, bound together in some nanner(their archi-

tecture was of no school that would be reeognized

In modern art) and they were roofad orer with leafy

boughs* Inside hung the carcasses of buffalo, elk,

wild turkey, and oftan prairie ehioken* And the

settlers, if they had money or if they had corn or
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wheat or other food staff, ooald barter for meat;

and again, If they bad none of those eoonodltles,

they oould a t l U get meat,ani better luok next time

went In l ieu of trade. Sueh men as these, and there

were many others, laid the foundation for the pioneer

homes of Oklahoma* Oklahoma^ make your bow to Kansas,

Kansas set you a good example*

A year of southern Kansas passed as we sat at

the feet of the Prophet, as kr. David Payne was often

called by his ardent followers, and Indian Territory

was s t i l l unsettled* Then, in the fa l l of 1884(now

history will bear iae out in th i s ) , the Honorable

Grover Oleveland was elected, and after his inaugu-

ration he promulgated the slogan rtiioh s t i l l holds*

"To the rictor belongs the spoils'*• He proeeeded

to make appointments just as happens now when we

hare a new President, and my father,being one of the

faithful , was given the job of measuring hay stacks

that had been put up by the ranchers* In that way,
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we began to ooae in contact with the eattleraen and

oowboye, another class of people that I oannot see

as they are generally represented on the screen and

in the lurid literature of modsrn newstands*

Now, my father was a friendly man and toon oame

to know and fraternize with these men with whom his

work brought him In oontaot. Hue cowboys liked him

and dubbed his "the parson", and cams to Tislt him

whenerer they oa&e to the state with cattle for

shipment* I hare nerer been'sort-whether they came

for spiritual ootmael or just to sample the ham and

eggs, and southern biscuits that usually graced our

breakfast table, but be that as i t say, the/ were

always weloone and from them we heard many tales of

adYentttra," of nerry happenings, and of tor* prira-

tlons as they experienced them In the cattle country*
4

In the.aUEcner, there ware terrlfle prairie fires,

suoh as, in the fall of 1885 when i t was rery dry

and father and his partner, ttr* James Penny, were
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oaught by two terrible firea whoa working several

miles south of.the Salt Fork, and they triad to

ride I t out* They oeane to a deep hole in the Wild

Horse creek about three mllea southeast of what la

now Pond Oreek, raid plunged in and ware forced to

cover their frantic hcvsea* heads with their Jackets

to hold them in the water* They stayed there until

the f ires had burned out a l l around them BO they can©

on home minus their outfits*

Than «aroe the terrible blizzard of January, 1886*

I do not remember the exact day, but i t was the worst

time I ever knew* After a perfeotly balmy morning and

a pleasant noonday when our school in the Tillage of

Oorbin had gone to ri si t the Spring Creek sahool and

tried to spell them down, the wind cam© out of the north

with a terri f ic driving force, sending sl irors of ice

against our not too wall protected l i t t l e bodies* We

started for home* There were about thirty pupils from

our sahool, so Mr* Gillook, our teacher, organized us

for the trip* fie put.a big boy, whom he knew he could
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trust, as leader, then he ordered a small pupil to

hold on to the leader, then a big one to hold on to

him, alternating us, big and l i t t l e , dcftrn the line*
\

Just north of Spring Creek school, there was a rather

deep canyon, and we dropped down into it and started --

out with the teacher bringing up the rear and we had

orders to hang on tight even if we were a old. Now,

by wagon road, It la three miles, but it surely was

much fajcihjer down in that gulley, but we were some-

what protected from the wind* I am sure none of us

will ever forget that trip, and that our brave te&oher

marshalled us all In and no lives were lost there.

But we fared much better than the poor boys out on the

range who had to try to protect the stock, much of

'ihisjLwas still out in the open as itjhad been a warm

winter so far, and feed had been scerce, so most cattle-

men were still depending on the buffalo grass* The

country to the south was stTewn with the! "aransses

Of frozen cattle and I know of at least three cowboys,
friends of riy father, *?ho lost their liv^s trying to

\

\

\ \\
\
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get thtlr eattie to shelter* The blizzard raged for

three day8, l ty pel lets , for i t was not snow, were

piled high and lay In Tast drifts a l l over* I t was /

not beautiful snow, I t was dirty loe and when It

finally melted, l e f t ridges of mud where i t had Is in .

Then, In time, the sun ehone and the grass grew;

tamer came apace, and we knew that Ood was in his

heaven and a l l was well with the world*

There was again hay to be measured and, Joy of

joys, we could go with the mon in to the Indian Terri-

tory again and v i s i t the renohers whose generous hos- '
tr

pitallty I fear could not be duplicated today anywhere v

in the world*

I had long heard of the Sewell Stoalcade,dom near

the Salt Fork,which had been built many years before

as a protection from hostile Indians and I was going

to visit it* Of course, at that time it was nov uaed

for Its orginal purpose, but what child of twelve

would not get a thrill from peeking within its walls,

or from being held up to look through the portals and

Imagining taking a ahot at a red skin through a hole
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in a sis-foot wall of logs and sod* Now, perhaps,

X ea not ao curate in this, but Z see It thus* It

stood in an open space quit* a little waya from

tha tlabor, to me It seems to hare bean about eight

or ten feet high(r«aanber, I was just a little girl)

and the walla were about four to aiz feet through,

and it was without a cover, and to ay mind It seems

about forty feet across. At the time «e were there,

it was used as a stock shelter by the Pond Creek
4

Ranch, and was more or less of a shelter until the

very rainy spring of 1892, when the waters of Osage,

Pond Creek, and Salt Fork, were merged end washed i t

dom until there was l i t t l e eren of the earth work

left to te l l where It had onoe stood*

Z «m glad ftJUUnwent has been erected there,

although i t was the dream of ay father and me that

i t night some u«y be restored so that the future

generations might see s real stoekade and be. thrilled

by the sight eren as I am s t i l l thrilled by the memory

of i t .
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Al l these years wo were s t i l l waiting for the

opening of the cat t l e aountry to settlement by the

vfalte man, and at l a s t , our waiting tas to pass* A

law waa enacted that a l l oat t le oust be removed from

the Cherokee Outlet, or the Strip a» we cal led I t ,

but the tantnere did not eee I t so* They had long

been in possession and f e l t that this was unjust , and

while there were many train loads going out da l ly ,

s t i l l there were some that were staying end f i n a l l y ,

In June of 1893, the so ld iers cane with f ly ing f lags

and s i lay boots t o say that they oust move* Now,

some of the eati&efflen were of the mulish type and

aaid, "make tife"lf you can", and trail I remember when

the of f icers eeuao up Into southern Kansas offering

good-pay to n»njrfio would help to aot» them, but

there was a clause iu the Enabling Act,by which th i s

lountry was to be s e t t l e d , whloh ee&d that any man

who waa on t h i s land between the t i n of the passage

of t h i s B i l l and the 16th of September, 1893, would
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be disqual i f ied to participate In the race far land

at that t ins* Almost everybody wanted to oome( to

the so ldiers found that i f they were going to remove

the c a t t l e , they would have to do tha work themselves*

Than, as the grass betam© dry, they f i n a l l y resorted

to burning the range ao ttie stoek would have to more

in searoh of food*

I can s t i l l c lose my eyes and look off to the

south and see the b r i l l i a n t red l i g h t which said

the e a t t l e would more, and they continued for many

weeks before they were a l l out; and at l a s t we

were to enter the promised land, md dear old father,

the.only one in our family who was e l i g i b l e to take

a homestead made ready for the great day*

He had a t a l l , bald-faoed, white stockinged
*

horse that oould take long steps and tate them fast ,

some of us rode him every day so he would be in oon-

dition for the trip* Oh yes t father had been a l l over

It and he knew the f er t i l e spots and just where he
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ht wanted to l i re and A o ho wanted to go with him

and be hit neighbors, to they organized end went

west from Oaldwsll about five ml lee BO they enfold

go nearly duo south on lerel land and ride for the

Pond Cre^t bottom*

Now, i t ah an cod-he had a youth in his party who

had Just turnod-twenty-one and was new to hardships

and as they aere riding rapidly looking off toward

their goal, but yot several miloo away, i t chanced

that his young friend, Billy Bowles by naa«% had

the misfortune to ride Into a nrairie dog hols and

his horse had a broken leg* They young man was frantic

at the thought of being l e f t alone so far from home

and he tried to follow on foot, leading the poor animal

liaplng on three l egs . Now, I sm not idly boasting

when I say my father had a heart and he wared his hand

to the rest of the band and said, "Ride On boys, we

are staying here*. To the youth he said, "Stake here,

Bi l ly , and I wi l l go a half a i l s and set my stake and

come bade to help you11. And so he did, and when the
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dust had alearad away, he looked to where ht had

sat hla heart on owning a olalm and saw tha smoke

of "sooner fires" rlalng All along thn Poad Creek

bottom* Ha fait sura ha bad not dona ao badly

by helping a fellow whan he needed a friend*

Die other a rode on and al l found eontesta

except one* Now, I am not claiming that «r«ry nan

that was there ahead of them was a sooner~a few may

hare had faster horses than they^tjat they had to

hare a good one to beat that gang* Wall, my father

got a good tlala end waa nerar really sorry*

Hla olalm was staked and he had broken some sod

with his saddle shovel, than returned to his friend

whose poor horse waa In such agony that they borrowed

a gun from a pasting rider sad ended hit Buffering*

All this had happened In a l i t t l e over an hour froai

the .time the opening gun had been fired en tha Kansas

line, sixteen miles to the north* He went to Snld and

lay on the sand and ate dirt juat like all tha rest of
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them to get hie filings on, then cans baok to get

ready to more on hit newly aoqulred lead*

He built * small house, It wu e l l he eoald

afford, and It eonsisted of a basement 16 z 18,

plaatered on the dirt end email windows, and a

box house of the sans else on top* Nov. how in

the world were we going to live in that? Slat of

us and we were leaving a tern room house, fairly

well equipped* Where would we put our stuff? Sell

part of It? Of oourse, but what? We had fatally

heirloom* and we had aore modern stuff* Of course

we ycans8tars Toted to talcs the modern stuff, but

thanks to a mother who oould aonetlmes assert her-

self* She stepped In and said, "No, here Is stuff

lay parents owned before the war, and here Is stuff

that we^rtarted^housekeeplng with, aod It is going,

•Ten if i t has to be put in a tent% aid mith of

It asae. Sorry as weiware to see the newer, shiner

stuff sold by the auctioneer, now Z am glad for
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after nearly forty-four years I km* «oas treasures

with lhish X would not part} sgr grandfather** aloek,

an old Seta Thanes oloak oar* than & .hundred year*

old whieh e t l l l boars the scar of the ax wh«ra i t

wa» chopped from th« wall whan th* Union Soldi we*

wara burning his hoea baeouit he had a etap-soa in

the Confederate Anqrt s t i l l kaepa perfect time. X

• t i l l moke pla with the rolling pin turned from

apple-tree wood as a wadding gift to ny father and

mother eirty-seYen yean ago, and I s t i l l have an

eld walnut wood drop-leaf table of about the can©

age, and a few other treasurers that grow dearer

every year*

We2i,soon, assisted by our msighbors(Ionft i t

strange what a large part in a l l our llvea our

^neighbors play) our household goods( I nearly said

gods for i t had nearly eoms to that) were loaded

On to wagons and there was the old brow* cow, and a

erate of leghorn hens accompanied by a lordly oook,
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and the horse* were- hltohed and we started out before

i t was l ight and drove and drove a l l day long, stopping

only for luneh and to feed the beasts and refresh than

with water when wa eonld find I t , and on again until

darkness had fallen end we were going to a lonely, dark

house tired and hungry, end behold, when we had crossed

Polecat Creole end had east up on the raise, there was

a l ight and what seemed a small bon fire-there were

the neighbors again* Mr. Sat-hell and Mr. Ohler, two

sen who I had never seen out who had aided father In

building our shelter, had gone to the shanty and had

hot eoffee exd boiled potatoes, nod pancakes ready to

fry* 90 banquet oantake Its place In ay Memory*

We noreft in end began tt> see our neighbors and

there were quite a few who were there as soon as we

were*

So rery soon there must be something doing, end

as ttr« SatoheU had built a fairly roooy sod house(since

they wert that kind of e i t i sens) , It was desided that

we would start Sunday School and Ohuroh aad held i t

in hie house} and those kindly.people housed the churoh



43

Sunday school tot mort than two yoara, and wa

al l want in and oat as ona paopla, and that district

la t t t U (sailed Sstcflell's Valley t&otigh few aTo left

ib& ranaolber Fa and tia. Sntohtll aad thai* fonny old

t«am «&ll«d Lab and Batk« Ko»# Lab «a* lo»g aad wngy

and stood full eerantaaa ha&dt high, ,and had a frama

to aarry a lot of naat If ba hod had tfea faadr and

Datk m fcuilt Juat tha other way. Ha was abort and

ahti&ky, sad nat vary far ttm tho ground # though ha

«aa an aasy koepar and aiiftvyt loo&ad |ft^^ in *pita

of priTatioca» I e«n seo thoavyat a a th«y joggad

aloag to Kadford, a long ulna alias a*ay, and thay

would olaaya take otbar folios and thair pyoduoa

«loaa> laa, It would teie naarly a «hol» day< but

*hat «a» a day °or« or laaa* Ke had i t , and tm al l

hopa* for many more*

Now tha paopla in that eosomalty drlYa to town

in tha morning, than go hatna acd to Elaekwall or Said

tha afternoon, than after doing tha ahcraa,
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back to Medford to take in tha show and at the sea*

tine thay complain of tht hard ttaa»« And *• ean

look baok to thoao daye end wo fall to reaaaber very

w i l e about th« hard timet, but w» had them end

of th« ••tt l trs had to b« fe^td, but th«r«

to bt no etlgaa attached to that brand of

oharity. No, w« eeldon aaw an «y«b?ow ralood in

dttdain of our poorar ntighbora and no ona aaidt "They

«?• on roUdf*

Wt al l want to the meeting and sat togather,

Baptlttt Prasbytarlana, Hathodiits, and #iat not,

vil l lag to lat eonioM expound tho Ward* Tharo woro

daar old •houtlng, prai»ing, hallaluJoMng, Abrahaa

Strou»&£long drawn oat Frae Mathodist axhortationa,

and tal«, dignigied, ritualistio Brother Helmit of

Xpiaoopal parauaalon} and thara was dootrinal Baptist

Broth«r Rhodoa, a l l of them praaohing to tha MOO

group of peopla and a l l gatting a quiat hearing, j ^ ^

ia what laid tha foundation for our broadninded younger

generation.
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No, we dtd not oonfine al l our activities to '

ohnr«h going* No, Indeed, there were literary

societies, pitnies, and parties, not with wonderful

dooorujtions and caterer's refreshments* No, we

often just n»t out in the grove ih«r» there was plenty

of room, and we sang without piano aoeompaniment, and

played games; often refreshments were just yellow eorn

parobed orer en outdoors fixe, and sometimes sorghos

molaanwi candy, pulled and twisted by the nhole orowd*

Bat toey were good parties just, the same. - /

Well, I grew up as moat glrfcs do.and when sohoo^«

started in this country, I began teaching in a l i t t l e

sod school house on the banks of Polecat Creek* We

were not organised into diatriotc yet, and there were"

no taxes %jpsi no funds to pay teachers or buy supplies,

but in most communities the settlers got together and

buili sheJ.ters_to house these early institutions of

learning and then came the fueetioa of how to pay* Some

folks had some money, some foiks had flour, and sone
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had owned <w dried ftffeit brought from the Static

and we pioneer teaehtra got our pay In Aatsrer the

oottlers had to us* far aoaey*

But these conditions only lasted for a abort

time and *re only Mentioned io show bow Oklahoma*a

wonderful school system w*s started*

Now, in the early days, X met * younfc man (as

aoet girl* do) who had a wonderful gray teem(great

foundation for romance, was i t not? Bat i t et iU
k

wffioicnt, ainoe from adcilrtng the gray horses

ajy eyae sometime^ wandered to their owner), and you/

know the rest9 for in 189?, I waa married to Williaa

Haoaond, end came to l ire on the eame homestead where

we* now reaide and have gone on for forty yeara, seeing

the country change from bare pralrlea to pleasant hone a,

bidding farewell to early friends and welcoming the new

on«a, erejijis_wje^adeUCajeftwe:^^

and the worn otrt buggy, and welcoming the shiny new

automobiles. Yes, tiroes hare ohsnged, and our hair i s ;
- • f * * ;

white, but pioneer l i fe has bean good to us and our l
: I T IT

neighbors


