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Intervie - with Andrew Edwards.
Chickasha, Oklahoma.
Born hLay 6, 1865.
Father-Robert Edwards.
tother-Ann Ewen.

©

In the spring of 1885, I left Gainesville, Texas,
horseback, bound for the Indian Territory. I forded
Red River, at what was cz2lled the lLove ford. This was
named aftsr some Indi ns named Love.

I didp*t have any pack outfit ;itg me, and I had
to stay al: nisht any v»lace that I could. “he ?irét ..
night in tue Territory T stayed ull nignt it aknegro's
home, Their home was nice and clean, and I was given
& nice ¢l2n bed Yo sleen in, that t..ey Kebﬁ for white
people only. A'good many ot-the pioneer'negroes ke pt
beds that w#ere Eever usedlgxcept by whige people.

I got a job as farm hand, from 2 man named Sexton,
who lived at Tauls Valley. I'r. Sexton farm 4 abdut
fifty acres., riHe had twenty-five acres -f corﬂ nd
twenty-five acres of cotton. The cotton made.a bale
to the acre. Tt waes ginned at /hite Bead, and sold for

four cents per zrund. The corn rade sixty bushels ver
acre, and % .s sold t> & cattle Teeder, 7or fifteen
cents per buqﬁel.

In those days snap ed corn was piled o6p tne ground

in du, ricks. ne fall and winter some of the fammers
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gouldn#t find buyers for their corn, snd it rotted
in the rick.

4 good bit of 1l2nd wuas broken the next few .
yearsﬂéfter I came to auls Velley, and people, the:.,

3

aia;;fﬁRQQétény farm iplement to cut tne sod with.
They w uld cut it in two with an oxe and drop & grain
of corn in t.e cracx, und then step on it. The rows
were nade av)ut thrae and one-half fect apart. COf
course this c¢orn couldn't be cultivated but vet it

~ ‘ o
would make as much &s sixty bushels to the acre.

Tom Grant ran a general mercantile store =t
fauls Valley. !'r. Grent had 1is sup lies “rei:hted
from Sherman and Gainesville, Texas, which were abgut
one hundred ;:iles south. ZFreighters chursed a dollar

A 3
ner hundred for hauling cupplies fr m either place.

In 1887 I ma?ried.Sarah Sexton in Fauls Valley.
I didn’t have a marriase license, but we made our
vows fa a Raptiét “reacher,

Tne first fifty pound sacx of flour I bough}, I

geve five dollars for, at [auls Valley. I he store

at” auls Valley didn't corry much hardware in stock,

|7



aD Do, ol DRSA ITenVIad, 4772

a3
|
1

-3 -

end T had t> make a trip to Gaineswviile, Texasyin a
wagon to buy a ¢o.k stove. 'Yood was burned exclusively
by aver/one,

»y first home after marryin; was made of 1..s, and

covered wivtn cl:aovoards.,

Our lint wes rade by a little bras: ke 'osene iump,

v

w ... hed 4 small round wick, but no -Jlobe. e hzd to

keev 1t turned noreity low .to keep it frm smoking, and
Y
therefore 1t didn® gzive enough lisht to reed at night.

-

+shen I first merried I bou -ht dressed h)y meat for
three cents per vound,
Zhills and malaria fever caused more sickness than

.

anything else, as the mosquitoes were very bad. T took
8> ~uch Juinine, t-.a% I couldnt ne r.

There wersn® so> many deaths but when one did die,
he was ouried in a home made pine c¢offin .

uring tne winSer, there would usually be two or
three dances :;.ven, and peonle v uld gatuer £or miles
ar-und,

e
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hor:e races, ﬁPot races, aud a big d nce. 3arbecued

beef wns our mein £ . 4 at these celebratins.
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There were Jots of wild turkeys, thousands of
gquail, and prairie chickens, and in the fall there
were many wild geese.
~ . 1 made the Rug into 1d oklahoma 'n 1839, starting
on tne l;ne about thirty miles west of Iurcell. after
1 got over into 0Old Oklahoma, I suw severalmgo.ners™
-plowing with oxen. There were six of us who staked
3. s:zme cluim rot <uowhing wnere the .ines were. None
of us were satisfied:lso we all agreed to asuction it to
the hignest bidder of the six, and it sold for eighty
ollars. Pﬂe money wdas divided between the remaining
five of us, and I went back to rauls Valley.
L nd wus s> cheap and there was so much of it,
during the other onfng, that I didn't attempt £t~ get

a8 claim.
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