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An Interview with Mr, J. W, Earhart, Antlers.
By - Johnson H, Hampton,Investigator.
January 13, 1938.

I was born Mey 24th, 1861, in Texas. I ceame to the
Inﬁian Territory in 1881 wﬁén I was ehout twenty years old.
My father and mother lived in Texas and moved to
what is now Antlers in 1904. I ;ame over to the Indian
Territory by myself and was living here when my father and
mother moved to this country; they both died here and are
buried in the Antlers Cemetery.

I had left home sometime before I came to‘this coun-
try and was working on the river; there was a small vil-
lage .where I was working just’dn the bank of-the Red River. .

I haq been there workiné for some time; i was not
merried at that time and was working at any thiné that I
" could get to do, and one day I decided to come over to the
Indian country, but before I came over, I, with several
men was standing on the banks of the river when an Indian,
who had been to Paris, Texas,with a lcad of groceries

came along and got stuck on the sand bar on this side of
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thf river. I decided to come and help him off of the
sand bar, but I was a little afraid of him for we had
been told that the Indians were bad people and that
they woulq kill a white man on sight. I told the men
who were standing by that I was going to go and help
this Indian off of the sand bar so I went, but I was
afraid of him although I did not think that he would
kill me and scalp me, so I went down there and spoke
t0 him and t0ld him that I came to help him out, He
said that it was all right so I helped him get'out of
the sand bar and he thanked me and treated me awfully
nice. " He could not épeak but very little énglish

but I could understand him pretity well, and instead
of killing me he invited me to his home apd asked me
to come and stay with him but I did not go with him.
That was my first experience with an Indian. He was
"'tge first one I had ever seen up to that time but I /

saw right then that all this talk ebout Indians kill-

ing white people and scalping them was just talk and
/

there was no truth in it,
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At that time most of the Indians went to Paris,
Texas,for their groceries and they traded there for
nearly everything they wanted for there was no store
in the country‘around where they lived so the only
place they had to trade was at Paris. I stayed at
this place where I was for several months then I fi-
nally decided that I would come over the river and
get into the Nation, s0 I came across the river and
started out afoot.

I caught a ride with a man who had been to
Paris for groceries and rode with him, He was work-~
ing for a man naded&Colbert out on the edge of the
prairie and we got to this house éust about dark. I
did not know where to stay for the night, so I told
this man taat "I sure was in_to 'it" and he told me
to just walk into the house of the man he was work-
ing for - not to say anything - but to walk in and
make myself at home. ‘But I was not used to that

kind of Goimg, but he insisted that I just walk right

s

in; so when we got there I walked in like he told.me

and got a seat and ﬁretty soon the man came in and
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shook hands with me and sat down and we had some talk.
He could speak Eanglish pretty well; he was a big In-
dian, and after while, it was after dark though, supper'
was announced and he asked me if‘I wanted to wash and
he got me a wash pan and I washed apd got ready for the . o
supper. He then invited me to the ‘kitchen where we sat
down and I certainly did eat! He had all the good
things to eat on his table, After supper we sat down
and talked for a good while, then he took me to a bed
room and told me to sleep therevin that room so I did,
‘Yhen he started out he locked the door from the out-
side; I did not know why he did that, I was a little

: ;fraid then but I Aropped off to sleep and in the morn-
ing he came and unlockéd the door and I got out, and
after breakfast he asked me what I thought of his lock~
ing the door on me; I téld him that I did not know. He
then told me that he did not want anyone bothering his
visitors; he said that the cfficers had come there and
taken off.some of his visitors and that he did not want

anyone bothering his visitors.s The officers could stay
< .
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all night if they wanted to but he did not want them
‘to take his visitors away any more, so he dec%ded
that, he would lock my door so that I would not be
botheréﬁ by any one. That was my second experience
with the Indians.

EI%Qr breakfast he wanted me to work for him;
he sald that I could mske rails for him if I wanted
.to and he would pay me $1.00 per hundred for all the
rails I could maske., I asked him how manyﬁfails he
wanted and he said that I could make rails for the
next tweive months, I did not make any rails but I
worked for him for several montha; he had plenty of
everyth;ng; he had lots of catitle, hogs and wild
ponies out on the rango and was good pay.

I quit wo?king for this man and then rented a
small farm and moved into a two‘;oom box house; I had
no furniture éﬂ the time so I bought me soms furniture
and went to house:;geping; I "bached" on this farm

for several years; I raised corn and very little cot-

ton for it was too far to haul it to have it ginned.

-
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~We had to take our cotton to Paris, Texas, to have it
ginned - about forty miles from where I lived, I
ra%sed cattle and hogs but did not raise any ponies.
In that part of the country where I was living there
were no white people at all and the country was all
wide open. The full blood Indians lived back in the
woods; there were good many of them but they 4id not
live on the prai§ie; in fact, there were no houses at
" all out on the prairie and there were few people at
that time. ‘

When I first came there the grass was 'as high
as the head of a man on horsebaéﬁ and it was fine
grass; there were lots of catile and ponies gn the
prairie but the grass was so high that.ppey did not
nurt it at all.

I have been to Indian camp'méetings and have
bsen to their dances; they did not dence any war
dances but they would dance the Virginia reel; the

white people danced that when they began to settle the

country and they then learned to dance the square dance.

b}
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I have been to those dances when I was the only white
man there; they were all full bloods. I was the fid-
dle player for them; they used to have good times, I
could not speak to them very much and they could not
gpeak 4o me for they could not spesk English very much,
Some of them spoke English pretty well, but most of
them could not. And I have been to their "cries™ and
I saw several Indien ball games, but in the ones I saw
they did not fight like“they do in match games ag it
was neighborhood gemes that I saw,

I then left the farm and came to where Antlers
is now; there was no town here th;n as the railroad
was not built through the country; I lived here and

)
worked around here until the Yailroad was built.

[

Thé first store that was put up in this town then

was put up by an intermariied white men named V., M,
Jocke. Then ant Indlan nsmsd Coleman Nelson put up one
across the street and it was not long after that until

there wers several little stores, and Antlers 15 a

pretty good town. g
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%e had no courts in this country at that time for
the white man; the only court we had was at Fort Smith
and the Marshals came down from there to catch the crim- .
inals who were located in this country, then the Federal
Court was established in Paris, sexas but whén the offi-
cers came out of that court they had a hard time catch-
ing the criminals fn this country for the country was
wild and there were not many white people in the countf;
and what were would not try to help the Marshals and tge
country was ﬁilly and mountainous any way so it was hard
for the marshals who had to ride this country after those
criminals. In 1898 a rederal yourt was established in
Antl;rs called the Uenbra} uiltriqf; the‘marshals then
wore put out of this court, they'ﬁad a hard time with
the whiie people who.came 1n5from other.states.po get ‘
-amay from the "laws" where they lived.

‘ihey did not have any trouble with the (ndian peo-
ple for they did not do anything to be arrested for; if
they got a ;airant for one of the indians all they had
: ﬁo do was to send him word that they had a warrant for «

Bim end he would come in and give himself.up; they did
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/( ‘fbt have to look for him.
/ 1 have raised my family in this town and all of
- my ciildren have been educated here and hava/attended
/‘.\\ school with lndian childrem and have assﬁciated with
them all their lives, but they have never had any
trouble with any one of them, and 1 have traded with
the Indiﬁna and built houses for themeand have lived |
among them for these many years and 1 have found them
to u; good people, lav-abidiﬁg people, and just as
hé#est ag they can be.
j
/ NOT&~~Johnson H. Hampton, an Indian, epxresses

“himself in typical Indian style and no
change is mede in his manuscripts to
better English. - Ed. ‘ )



