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Field Worker, Billie Byrd,
2-1-38.

Interview with Iuna E. Dunson,
‘ age 62, Thlopthlocco town .
(tulwa), ‘
Okemeh, Oklahome.

. The laws made, enforced and carried -out by the
Muskogee-Creek tribal council were many. Those eerly
Indien laws in the Indian Territory were to be
observed or suffer the penalty of death, whipping or
in the payment of fines. The lighthorsem;; were main-
téined in the tribe es officers to see to {t that fhe
Indians were keeping within the 2laws, teking prisoners .’
end the collecting of the fines.

The Indiana(qf\;#ose eerly days owned vast herds

of cattle, horses and other livestock which wandered

) —

in sefirch of good gr

.

Mng places all over the country.
Brands were used on theRkivestock to know to whom
they belonged. At the ,\

by one person he notified

V"f';?-‘.t‘, of brand he was to

:\‘ \

use and the judge would make s"Wecord of it in his book.
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The judge would then send to the judges of the other
districts tnose brands and the nemes of the owners of
that brand to the other districts.

Stréy livestock found or held were reported to
" the Lighthorsemen of the district:and any that were
uncleimed for six months were advertised and sold at
the auction sale which was held‘for disposing of the
unclaimed livestock. The livestock at the saie was
sold to the highest bidder for cash or by check. The
finder and keeper of any livestock was permmitted to
feed and care for them and drive them to the place
where the auction sale was to be conducted, but if the
rightful owner was found end on his rightful identifi-

cetion of the property, he was required to pey $2.00

per head for cattle or horses and 50¢ per head for other

smaller livestock,such as sheep, hogs or goats.

A third of whetwas received in the sale of stray
end found livestock was turned over to the finder,
while the other two-thirds wes turmmed into the tribal

treaéury. No buyer of strey livestock had the power

to sdvertise for sale ang sell the livéstock which had
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been found until after six months. The rightful owner
of the livestock could advertise for his property and
* locete them but it was through his proper identificetion
of sﬁéh strays thaet they turned over to the claiment
eny livestock. He was requiréd to pey one-third of the
price which hed been peia foar them at the sale where
they had beén bought. The tribal treasury 1n€; which
the two-thirds of the sele cost had been turned was
to refund the money back to the person who had bought
the livestock at the sale. The buyer of the stray
livéstock was thet out noihiné after all these refunds
hed been completed.

Even after the six months, if owner§ of stray live-
" stock could locete their property which had slready been
sold to the highest bidder ag the sale, the owner\could
feclaim and take Seck his property upon his payment of
one-third of the smle purchase price. The tribel treasury
in turn forfeited the two-thirds which had been devosited
in the tribal treasury.

The tribal council house and other buildings were

to be cered for and respected by &ll, those molesting
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or breaking into the council house or destroying enything
on the premises were listle.to e fine‘and if the fine |
was not paid he was liable to receive & whipping. WNo
one was #llowed to enter to let eny one else fnto the
council house. Those observing all thése things were
left alone but those who did not heed wePe known tp be
law breekers and were fined not less than %?;50‘and not
more than #25.00. ' Any person destroying enything on
the premises without cénsent of the law were forced to

pey an equivalent value qf the propert& destroyed and

-damaged. The peyments of the fines were ta be peid

* pramptly end within six hours after the deed was known

end discovered, and if tac peyment wes not merde in the
requir;d time the Judée of the d?’ri»ct in whic'h the
crime was doﬁe gave orders to the Lighthorsemen tqﬁsell -
property of the guilty men equivalent to the fine whicp;
had been set and the proceeds were turneé ipto the

tribal treasury. A person.could report ts the judge
within the six hours and meke his promise in writihg to

pey up the fine within e given thirty deys &and this time

was given. On the failure to observe the promise the
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property, as stated,was s0ld until the emount of the fine

14

wag,covered in the sale,

%

The money kept in the tribel treasury, at all times,
wes for the weges of the Lighthorsemen, chief, end others

of the people holding offices in the tribe. The psyments

of fines were insteances which ka,. up the officers.
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