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Field Worker's name Sthel ?fee Yotea,

his report made on (date) "?rch 17, 1933

1 . Name Florence 1. Puree

2. Post Office Address

3. Residence address (or location)

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month October

® Place of b i r th Gedfirvale , K&nsas

20, Year 1376

6. Name of Father ?mith Place of b i r th Ohio

.Other information about father

7. Name of pother Cc.roline S-aith

'/.•as r soldier

Place of bir th Io>va

Other information about mother.

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing v;ith "the life and
story of the person interviewed. Rofer to Manual for su^yested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach,firmly to
this form. Number̂  of sheets attached «

:-atiicr v.-es a rn^neer. ' e Ii\-. c • ly th r^ years / ."ter co ins t^ the

Territory Mt .e helped to '. 1 *-.•/.u -.nt vty for j'-hers to fo l ln- . . '

Vozl^v is f me, brotner i s t"me, so ] .• the nJy >ne of us l e f t .
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Field <<orker, Tithe 1 Mae Yates,
March 17, 1933.

Interview with Florence L. Duree
Elk City

My parents «ere J . J . Smith end Ceroline Smith.

I was born a t Cedervale -"'snsas, and came wi'th my

parents to the Ter r i to ry in the Fe l l of 1339 from

.Kansas. Father eame to get a home and being P so ld ie r

he did not have to^neke the run. He homesteeded' one

and e half miles ees t of S t i l l w a t e r . in Pfyne County.

He and ray brother hur r i ed ly inade us a dugout to lirve

in u n t i l he could cut lumber for a house . Cur dug-

out was one large room dug down in the ground ?nd

covered vrith poles , brush and i i r t , with a f i replace in

"one end ;v?here ?'e did our cooking, / o t h e r white-weshed

the wells with lime so i t looked very n ice and clean.

..e l ived three- four ths of a mile from ? creek,
t

so we had plenty of wood to burn and carried water from

the creek. Some times when we would go to get' water,

tfteie ->oura be two or three snakes jump out of bushes
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«e were there, ^ut v;e ';r-nk the w \ e r just the

seme. Some people would say tlr t they .vould not have

drunk the water, but they -'.ouiirofjnd ""ou^d have enjoyed

i t too. -i'e had to go to Arkansas City for .het g r o -

ceries we bought, but that wasn't many.

Father'being 8 soldier, the Government issued us

some groceries evtj.y three months the f i r s t yeeij that

'.ve were here unt i l Father could nrke s crop and pet on

his feet. He put in e sod croo pnr1 everything we

planted made good. Th?- summer after we got our crop

vorked, Father cut cottonwood' logs snd heuled the^f to

& sawmill and got lumber, srv.ed and bui l t us a t'so-room

house and covered i t with homemade clanbo !rds, "?hich

nr.de out of cottomvood.

h«n i t came time t6 make sorghun I went to work

for some peoole across the creek. I worked from sum-

mer unt i l late in the f e l l for my bo? rd and two drestes,

and you know calico was a luxury in those days.

It took eight yards to make a i ress ; we raedc tight

ba:sque waists with real full gathered sk i r t s which

came to the^ floor, and we would out a yard of goods
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in each sleeve and we wore reel broad-brinried hats

thp t sat on the tops of our herds, pinned on with

]erfce hat pins. I neve ' s t i l l got tv»o of the oins.

In,1391 I was married to ^. I1. Ilanes. He hed a

two-wheeled cert that we ^ent in to do our courting,

an^ we made "our own entertainment. !>.ybe one night

there would be e d^nce t t one house en.-, the next

night e spelling "natch r-1 another house; then maybe

the next night t tere v.ould be singing pt> sone one

f- elsefe house. >e real ly enjoyed ourselves and there

very seldom would be any one CO^P to these olfcces

who had been ^rinking. ! <*.

The men I carried, had made the run end had got-

ten a clr-im five ^ i l e s northeast of S^eetv.'eter and

b£<i bui l t a nice l i t t l e one-room log house about

twelve feet square and had n;ade sl ide b- ck windows.

• e had a home :nrde bedster.d end a home made table

to e-t on, end f l i t t l e wood stove, a cheir or two

and our house was ful l . T'e sack »vas our flour bin

cn^ a box neiied on the f̂ 11 .vith a curtain over i t
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«p- the cupbo&rd for our dishes, arr? we thought

everything looked reel nice, ..e-.raised hogs and

alfalfa. .»e lived here one year and sold nut end

bought a Dlace ov^r closr to Ingalls. I t is now

called Signet and i t is twelve miles from oweet-

weter. Right after^:\e moved here there »vcs a r io t

with the Dslton gang and one of them ^es killed and

tv;o of the marsh?Is were ki l led. There were some

"scary" times r-nd anyone was afraid to carry f. dol-

l r r b i l l in his oocket end le t any one know i t .

In the spring of 1396 our f irst baby was born. .**»

had saved and gotten several cows and chickens, so

we were going to mrke lot? on our but 'er end egrs.

•e got 7 cents for the better v:e sold end 3Vents

a dozen for eg's end got 25 cents e bushel for our

corn. .e fattened ©ur hogs and hauled them thirty

miles to market and got z\ cents a oound for them.

?'ifty cents a day was con.u'ered good wcges for

e man and £1.50 e week for e woman. e lived on

this place for seven years r.nd sold out ?nd moved

to ^tillwater.
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My husband wes a surveyor - rid he surveyed the

Cheyenne rnd Araphoe country and th<=> ^ac end '"ox

and I have s t i l l pot h i s old COTTOPSS. .<e went to

the f i r s t f e i r t ha t was held c t Sweet ie ter . There

was some kind of a music box there t h r t you would

have to out tubes in your ee r s to heer the music

and i t cost 3 5 ceffts to l i s t e n i n . I iM d the
i.

15 ceats t nd thought thrt I her rd some grest music.

?.-!y husband died end left me with six ?mall

children end I stsyed ri ?ht there in Ttillwater and

raised end educated my children. I lived there thirty

five yeers.and married "i . Duree ei rht years ago, caiie

to Elk City si7»yeprs ago, '.vhich is s t i l l my home

todry ?nd I am an '39er.

N


