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Field W()rkprfs nane Xthel Yse Ya tes,

This rcport made on (date) “‘@rch 17, 1933

.

L4

l, Name Tlorence 1, Iuree »

2. Post O7f'ice Address ¥l Mty

3., Residcnce address (or location)

-

4, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Cctoher Day 20, Year 1376
549 Place of birth Cedervale , Icnsas

Pl
6., Name of Father . J. Smith . Place of birth ©Ohio

.Other information about father e was £ soldier

7. Name of Mother _ Ceroline Smith Place of birth lowa

Other information about mother

hal ‘ =

Notes or complete narretive by the {ield worker dealing withthe life and
story of the rerson interviewed. Rcfer to Manual for susiested subjects
end questions, Continue on blank sheets if ncccssary and attach fimmly to
this forme Numbexy, of shcets attached .

Fatuler wes ¢ o1rneer. e lii.¢ - 1v thr'« vears r. ter ¢n ing ty the
Terr1inry rit e helped 1o lsze tae wxey 2or sthers to “ollow,

Mother is ; 'ue, brotrer is ¢one, so> ] ¢ the Huly sne of us lef't.
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Field worker, Tithel Mae Yates,
Merch 17, 1933.

" Interview with Morence L. Duree
Flk City

My parents sere J. J. Smith end Cernline Smith.

«

I wes born at Cedervale “ensas, and ceme wi'th my

1
pepents.tq the Territory in the Fell of 1339 from
.Kenses. Tather eame to eet & home end being s soldier
he 4id ;ot heve to meke the run. He homesteeded one
andis half miles eest‘%? Stillwater. in Peyne County.
He &nd my brother hurriedly wade us & “ugout to live °
in unt;l he could cut lumber for & house . OCur dug-
out weéxone large room dug down in the ground end
covered with poles, brush and dirt, with & fireplece in
one end where we did our cooking. «fother white-washed
the wells ﬁitg lime so it looked very nice &nd clean.
| ne lived three-fourths of & mile from 2 creek,
‘59 we had plenty of wond to burn end cerried weater from

the creek. OSometimes when we would go to get @eter,

the® 7ould be two or threg sneskes jump out of bushes
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ahile wne weTe there. 3ut we “r-nk the weter Just the
seme. Some peaple would say thr t they yould not have
drunk the water, but they »ouX® £nd —ould heve enjoyed
it too. -e had to go to Arkanses City for .het gro -

Ceries we hought, bnt thst wesn't many.

|
L)
!

Father 'being @ soldier, the Covernment issued us
some groceries eve,y three months the first vee vthet
we were here until Father could nexe & crop and {ret on
his feet. ile »ut in & sod croon #né ev-rything ve
plented made good. The- sumnmer efter we got ouf cron
worked, Father cut cottonﬁood‘logs snd heuled thert to
a_sanmill_anﬂ ébt lumber, s;med and built us a two-room
h@use and covered it with homemade clapbo:rrds, which
vere made out of cottonwood.

hen it came time t6 make sorghum I went to work
<\/for some peoole across the creek. I worke? from sum-
mer until late in the fell for my bosrd and two dresces,
end you know celico was & luxury in those days.
It tock eight yerds to make & dress; we made tight

bassque waists with reel full gathered skirts which

came to the floor, and we #ould »nut & yard of goods
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in each sleeve and we wore reel broad-brimaied hats
thet sat on the tops of our herds, pinned on with

v

Jer.e hat pins. I heve still sot two »f the w»ins.

In 1891 I wes married to . T.,Hames: Jde hed a
two-wheeled cert that we went in to do our courting,
end we mede “our own entertainment. aybe oune nieht
there would be & drnce ¢t one house en- the next
night‘e spelling metch #t ancther house; then maybé
the next night tfefo would he singing =ty some one

. ]
elsels house. e rerlly enjcyed mrselves and there
very seldom would be sny one cone to trese oleces

o /
who had been Arinkine. ‘ “,

The men T married hed made the run end had got-
ten & cleim five miles northesst of Sweetweter and
hed built e nice 1ittie one-room lag house a2bout
tvelve feet squere &nd had nade slide b ck windows.
¢ had & home mfde‘bedséefd end a home mede table
to et on, end ¢ little wood stove, a cheir or two
and our house was full. Tre sack wa&s our flour bin

¢nd a box neiled on the well sith 2 curtain over it

@.:e,
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we~ the cupboerd for our dishes, an? we thought
everything locked reel nice. .e.reised hogs eng
glfalfa. e lived here one year and sold nsut end
bought & place over close to Ingslls., It is now
celled Zignet and it is twelve miles from Lweet-
weter. Right after »e moved here there wis a riot
with the Delton gang end one of them wes killed and
two of the marshels were killed. There were some
"scary" times ¢nd anyone wes efraid to cerry & Zol-
ler bill in‘his socket ¢nd let any oné know it.
In the spring of 1396 our first beby was born., e
had‘seved and gotten seversl coés and chickens, so
we were going to mrke lots on our but'er end eges.
. got 7 cents for the batter we sold end 3\cents
& dozen for eg-s end got 25 cents & hushel for our
corn. . fzttened our hogs and henled them thirty
miles to merket and got 23 cents a vound for them.
Figty cenfs & dey was consi'ered“good weges for AN
e man and £1.50 & week for & woman. .e lived on

this vlace for seven vears snd s0léd out end moved

to ftillweter. A\
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Iy husband wes a surveyor rnd he surveyed the
Cheyenne #nd Araphoe country an? lhe vac end Tox
end 1 have still 90% his old comweess. e went to
the first feir that was held ¢t Sweetwet;r. There
was some kind of a music box there thet you would
have tn nut tubes in vour eers to heer the music
end it cost 15 fggts to listen in. I »2id the {
15 cents £nd thought thrt I herrd so;e great music.

Iy husbend died end ieft me with six smzll

3

children end I steyed ri oht there in “tillwater end
raised end edvcsted my childr-n. I lived there thirty- .
five yeers,end merried 'r. Duree eicht veurs sgo, came

to Elk City simyeers ago, which is s3till my home

todcy snd I am an '3Qer.

¢

~
-



