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Field Worker?'s name Auéua’oa H. Custer

'I’his\, report made on (date) January 15, 1938 - ) 193
\ - A2

|
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4

l..\;‘\\N\amg: Mrs. John Dyke

2. Post Office Address ___ Eagle City, Oklshoma

3, Residence address (or location) West part of .town.
!

&, DATE OF BIRTH: Month Day .  Year 1865
\ ' : ———
O Plaa‘?e of birth Thurman, Iowa
‘L : |
Naxne;'*“ of Father  J. M. Ewall Place of birthﬁfrgir'xia
Otheir informat ion abtout father . Farmer '
\ o Neame ?f\ h:iother Mrs. I M m‘ 11 Place of birth y{pginis |

-

: \
Othex\ %xformat ion about mother .
|

‘ﬁ

L
Notés or coxmp ¢te narrative by the {ield worker - -dealing with the life and
story of thé\ aerson interviewed, Roefer to Manual for sucgesived sub jects
and question .\\ Continue on blank sheets if nccessury and attach firmly to
this :ﬁ‘%rm. /um?er of sheets attached 4 . .
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. DYKE, MRS . JOHN INTERVIEW #0677

Augusta H. Custer
Investigator
January 15, 1938
//
Interview with Mrs, John Dyke
Eagle City, Oklahoma.

Mrs. Fred Neuenschwander was/gﬁre when I came and
was the second white womsan in this part of Blaine Coudty.
We lived neighbors for ovg;’gorty years, and thg/fﬁrst two

-

and a half years we lived in the same house.

We took tpg/élaim in 1892 a little horth of Watonga .
Mr. Dyke was,aﬁ;ointed Post Master by Wilson S. Bissell,
Post Master General, on August 1); 1694. The name of the
'foice was Dyke. (Interviewer ;aﬁ the certificate.) e came
from Fremont Counﬁ&,‘lgyaZ There-ware three covéred Qagons;
wWe were eleven days,bﬁ the road. I drqve'one team, my hus-
band another and my brother-in-lew the other. There was a
settlement of colored folk to the south of us and they worked
in the lumber.businuss and cut po;ts to sell, W&e bought native
. ‘lumber from them and built us a twé room housé. i

We decided to keep & few supplies for the settlers

and then with the Post Office that was a business that kept

L]

s

us at home most of the. time.

Cy I had a small baby and my father-in-law came to visit.
over
““Mr .Dyke was showing himpround/the country. Part of the tiue

3
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I had been going with them, but one day I decided that I
would stay at home. I saw a teem and spring wagon coming
and there were negroes in the wégon. I was 8o much afraid
that I crawled up in the little loft where therse should
have been a ceiling, but/%%%ggot completed. f locked the
door before going up there. Thesa;egroes‘knocked and tried
to open the door, and I could hear them very plainly. I had
%0 keep saying shhhh, shhhh to the baby to keep hifyﬂ%ill'
After a while they went away and we fgﬁnd out 1 éf that
they had just come to tell us some -more of odr lumber was
ready fOr us any time we cared ﬁo get it.

s

I was always an awful cowapd, I was afraid of the

outlaws and of the negross but the Indians I was not afraid,f"

of.. No one ever tried go/make me do aﬁy%hing I did not want
to do or t@raatened me, but I heard so many stgriés of rob-

beries and having the Post Office I thought that they would

. feel sure that there would always be a‘little'money'there.

Mr. Dyke freighted his supplies for the store from up

in Kansas and this left me alone quite often. I usually had:

‘a girl to ;tay with me, but one time when he’was away a man

t
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_came on horseback, he had two guns strapped on him. He
told me that he would not hurt me and he took off the guns
;nd gave them to me. DBut he said that he was going to
stay all night. I did mot let on that I was frightened,
I prepared his supper and sent my little four yeafold boy
e half mile to the nearest neighbor with a nate and asked
him to come over and stay all night with me. He brought
the child and came.
Anothdr tine when lr. Dyke was away a man came and
he sure loo¥ed like an outlaw. He had a Winchester which
he never let out of his regch:' He asked me %o gef him
something to eat, and sat with the gun on his 1ap'whiie he
‘wdé eating. He would not look me in the face. after he
had eat;n a good ..eal he offered to pay with a ten.dollaf
bill., - I told ﬁim tpat I did not ﬁave any money. S0 -he went
‘on without paying for his food. I did not want him to know
that we had that much money in the house or post office.
_— There were many Governmént men being robbed of the
‘money which they were to give to Indians . One %*ime a Govern-
¥

oPent man frcm Cantonment came to our‘house and left with the

A -
\J,_ -

/pney for Geary before daylight, and -afterward we found out

that there were some robbers hiding where they thought he
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'would have to pass, but he hdd already pasd;d the place and
#ﬁayed at our houss,.

I was alone another night and five white men came.
They all had guns and they'camped not far from ogr housge.
I was very much afraid and there was an Indian came to the
atore by the name of Hen;y Lincoln, I trusted him and told
him fhaf I ﬁas gecared of these men with guns. He said he
would find out who they were. After he had talked to them
he came: and teld me that I need not pe afraié of thembtgat
they wefe onl& hunting. |

The schoolnﬁouse in our district was made a half
dugout, the rest was native-iumber.' A man by the name of
Arnold was hired gg subsdg%ption, to teach a three months
school. [IEveryone who had'a‘child iq school had to furnish
a seat for the pupilg .There was certainly a variety of se;ts.
There were tygnty or twenty-five pupils, 'and this was a crowd-

QL often had play parties and later when there werxre

more board floors there were dances,

oy



