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* name

report made on (date) fl^qflynfrip gg 1957

E. L. Du

»Et O.^iico A d d r e s s f i g y f l q } . ! , OkXohoma.

denoe Ciddrt.sc (or location) Korttraoet of Ooydell»

5 OF BIRTH: Month Haroh Day 1 Year 1887

ice of birth Mississippi ,__»

2t of Father J, I?. 0. Du Boise Place of birth Mississippi.

atr, inf ormat ion at out f ether Gftgpmtsr and blacksmith.

: of Mother Jeasift Hill Place of birth JJJ

n«r iuJcrmation about mother Housewife.

? complete narrative by the field worker dealing v;ith the l i f s and
of the ;.-erson int^rviewedk Refer to Manual for suGCrcsted subjects
,.,tions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
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Ida B. lankford,
Investigator. • ^
December £2, 1937*

Interview tilth E. L. Du Boise,
Cordoll, Oklahoma*

I cam© to Oklahoma in 1900 and homasteaded on a

place in Greer County,eighteen miles west of Altus as

it is now called but it was Lager in those days.

We built a half dugout; hauled the lumber from v>!

Quanah, Texas, in a wagon .which was thirty miles

distant. We lived in this dugout for three years*In

those days the prairie dogs and fleas were thick and

we also had to be on the watch for rattlesnakes as

there uera almost as many snakes as there were fleas.

We killed one of those snakes which was so large he

couldn't crawl into a dog hole. He had fourteen rat-

tles**

When Oklahoma was being settled we couldn't raise

a crop on account of the cat t le . If we raised any crop

we had to guarjd the cattle, because they would just go

right through the fence. 11 o hauled our posts thirty-six

miles to fence our place. Ye cut the posts from a moun-

tain. We lived on this place five years and proved our
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claim and got a dead t o the one hundred and s i x t y a c r e s .

While we were l i v i n g out on our claim we cooked on

a two-oyed bachelor s tove . There were t imes nhen we

couldn't ge t c o a l , so wo burned cotton seed and con chips

for f u e l . We used "gyp" water. I remember one bachelor

who l ived a ffw mi les from us who t o l d about t ry ing t o

cook beans in t h i s "gyp" water. He said he put them on

early one nor ing t o cook and he cooked them a l l day end

they s t i l l were not done* When he put some out on h i s

plate they ra t t l ed l i k e rocks .

There were a few w e l l s around that people would

haul water from; t h i s was c a l l e d sof t water but i t

would seem l i k e very hard water t o most people now.

Some o f the we l l s were severa l miles' away but fo lk*

would haul wel l water to wash and cook i n ; although

they s t i l l had t o use l y e t o "break" I t . Lots of f o l k s
/

had c i s t e r n s end they would haul t h i s w e l l water and put

it in the cisterns.


