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MOURE, G. C.

Interviewer Iuth Kerbo 4
August 19, 10237.

Interview xith !ir. G. C. loore, ,

Mangum, Oklahoma,

korn ~ October 16, 1863,
. atesvikle, irkensas.

.. £ . :
‘arents Charles [ oore, T'ennessee

vretha Jeughn, .est Virginia.

, , L
; —

4 piloneer peace officer and merchant, G. C. lioore,

.

iies seen the transformetion of l.engur from s stragz-

264

+ 3ling frontier settlement to cne of the active commmnities

¢ the Southwest.

..T. wiOre cae to this section 1. 1088, errivin:

=t Vernon, Texas, from “orth Arxansas. The trip to

Tengum was rmade in o wegon since there terc n. rellviays //

i. this section until 190C. y

had two hotels, e postoffice, and four freme residences.
«ffices of the "lMangum Star" weré located on the
/ N .

site ?f the 3taten residence on Sowth Qklahoma svenue.,

/
/
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ost of the buildipgs in Mangum were located on land

between South leahoma Avenue and the place vfnere_the

re~servoir is row.

T Moore had firsthand experience in dealing with
the "bad men" of this section, having served seven years
as unde:;'sheriff with Jasper Nelson.

He also operated the first motion picture theater
in Lzangun.' ’

ide also ran a blacksmith and machine shop. Iis
blacksmith and machine shop was located in part of a
tusiness block which he had built" himself.

Amohg tine early dz:sy settlers in flangumr lir. Moore
remeuibers =re :‘ouston Tittle, Captein lLoyd .ige
reeves, Judge Todd, George Wade, Henry Hoover, Frank
end ilorece Simpson, Dan Culiins and Ashley iilson.

Zenry Thompson, ‘'well krown to ea.ly day residents,
also ren an Indian trading store mesr the ilm Riyer
at Gremite.

Granite at that time was just a cow ranch snd
most of the mresent tomnsite of Granite- was occupied by

4

the famous " "Swinging Hearts” Rench.
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Cther noted estates in this section were the
:aybuckle, T. E. end V-Bar’ Ranches.

In 1888, newcomers were amazed to find the settlers
comfortebly living in dugouts. ‘Yenderfeet were afraid
of wat9r<aogs and gophe:s which samnetimes founrd entrance
to these underground dwellings. DLugputs, however, were
the principal dwellings in that day. -

A Tew of the ea.ly day saloons hed fency pames,
such as “The ¥hite ;lephanf; "The Grey .olf,) and.the
’”les."

hen statehood came in 1907 it was L.r. Moore's
duty to help close these establishments.

uﬁtlamry was practically unknown in Uld Greer
county unless some of the Joe beckham boys got ";n the
loose. "

Joe himself, whom 0ld timers recall as a.typical
desperado of the old school, was killed reer ~ltus after
robbing a store there. p

Indisns were plentiful in the ﬁéw territory, most
of them being Kiowas or'domanches./

/
/
vne of the hardest duties ¢f the early day bar.

/
keeper, as well as of the peacg officer, was to keep the

Indians from obtaining sny "fire water."
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e
yd (n two occasions in ithe esily days, .. loore

Vv
ya
a
-

recalls driving herds of cattle to this section. In
1885\Qe helped herd ca&tle from s>uthern iexas,via’
the Doad® croésing to Vernon, .oodward and oL to Dodge
City, ansas.

In 1887 j.r. loore accompenied &« cattle cutfit to
thi; section, driving & herd for the old <“hain C Ranch.
3ome of the cattle bore the brend of Cummingham and
mariow, éell known c¢atilemen of this section.

..r. Moore recalls that during his first conths
in this country there was only one nouse tetween lLlangum

and llavejo. -his wes the farm nouse of Tom Hewkins.

.he yesrs from 1893 to 1896 jwere "hard times."

lir. Moore is now living at 116, East Pierce

street, Mangum, Oklahoma,



