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Interviewer luth Kerbo
August 19, 1937.

Interview .vith !!r. G. C. Lloore, ,
JMangjjm, Oklahoma.

Born ' October 16, 1863,
•"": atesviKLe, Arkansas.

Parents Charles I oore, Tennessee

•jretha Vaughn, . est Virginia.

A pioneer peace officer and merchant, G. C. Lloore,

has seen the transformation of I.Iangum from a s t rag-

j l ing frontier settlement to one of the active communities

of the Southwest.

.jr. i-oore caiuc to this section i. 1C80, arriving

i t Vernon, Texas, fror.i "orth Arkansas. The t r i p to

^ angam f«as rr>ade in u vagon since there v.ero n- railways /

i. this section unt i l 190C. * /

- Altus had not been buil t then ; although 1..

was a bustling settlement,being on the Mail st£>^e route

from Vernon to Lodge City, Kansas. At that t£me Mangum

had two hotels , e. po3toffice, and four frame residences.

^f£ices of the "Mangum Star" wer^ located on the

s i t e os. the 3taten residence on South Oklahoma ^venue.
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Lost of the buildings in Mangum were located on land

between South Oklahoma Avenue and the place where the

reservoir is now.

I.lr. Moore had f irsthand experience in dealing with

the "bad men" of this sect ion, having served seven years

as undersheriff with Jasper Nelson.

He also operated the f i r s t motion pic ture theater

in llangun.

He also ran a blacksmith and machine shop. His

blacksmith and machine shop was located in part of a

business block which he had bui l t himself.

Among the early day s e t t l e r s in Ilanguir: Mr. Moore

remembers are Houston T i t t l e , Captain Loyd i.ige

Reeves, Judge Todd, George Wade, Henry Hoover, Frank

and Horace Simpson, Dan Cullins and Ashley wilson.

Henry Thompson, well kr.own to ea . ly day" res iden ts ,

also ran an Indian trading "store near the nilm River

at Granite.

Granite at that time was "just a cow ranch and

most of the present townsite of Granite-was occupied by

the famous s 'Swinging Hearts" Ranch.
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Other noted e s t a t e s in this sec t ion were the

v'aybuckle, T. E. eaid V-Bar' Ranches.

. In 1888, newcomers were amazed to find the s e t t l e r s

comfortably l i v ing in dugouts, 'i'enderfeet were a f ra id

of wet^a^dogs and gophers which sometimes found entrance

to these underground dwell ings. 1/ugputs, however, were /

the p r inc ipa l dwellings in that day.

A few of the ea.\Ly day saloons had fancy names,

such as "'The White ^lephai t ; ' "The Grey :«olf," and the
/

"Llks."

.hen statehood came in 1907 i t was Lr . Moore's •

duty to help close these es tabl ishments .

outlawry was p r a c t i c a l l y unknown in Old Gr^er

County unless some of the Joe Beckham boys gs t "on the

loose . "

Joe himself, whom old t imers r e c a l l as a / t yp i ca l

des;perado of the old school, was k i l l e d neer ^ I tu s a f t e r

robbing a s t o r e t he r e . /

Indians were p l e n t i f u l in the new t e r r i t o r y , mdst

of them being Kiowas or Oomanches./

\,ne of the hardest dut ies pt the ear ly day bar-
/

keeper, as wel l as of the peac0 o f f i c e r , was t o keep the
Indiana from obtaining any " l i r e wate r . "
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on two occasions in the eaily days, Lr. Moore

recalls driving herds of ca t t le to this section. In

1885^ie helped herd cafttle from southern iexaa,via"

the Loadi crossing to Vernon, '..oodaard and OL to Dodge

City, :Iansas.

In 1887 Lr. Moore accompanied a cat t le outf i t to

this section, driving a herd for the old Chain C Ranch.

Some of the ca t t l e bore the brand of Oummingham and.

Larlow, well known cattlemen of this section.

Lr. Moore recalls that during his f i r s t jconths

in this country there was only one house between I.Iangum

and Kavajo. Ihis was the farm house of Tom Hawkins,

.he years from 1893 to 1896 jwere "hard t ines . "

I.Ir. Moore i s now living at 116 ,̂ East Pierce

s t ree t , Manguin, Oklahoma.


