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BICSI.PHY FCRU

WORY.S PRIGRHICS ADMTLISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer History Project for Oklahoma

Field Worker's name 7aidee B. Bland

m™is report made on (date) Decsmber 21, 193

i

1. Name Mra. Jennie Duke
2. Post Office Address Altus, Oklahoma

3, Residence address (cr location) North Fillard.

1878

-

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Wonth __ gopd] Day O  Year

5. Place of tirth Fort Smith, ArkancaWe.

— ———

6., Name of Father iﬁ‘]]i!m H w__ Prlace of birth Misaiﬂbippi

Other informatior avent father et a real. zood man.

7. Name of Mother Sezab m'n uask Dlace of birth Alabamaﬁ‘

Other info-omatisn ahout mrther

o bbaas o ke —at— + c—

+ cmm— ————— - —

Notes or completc narrative *v the fiell worke™ dealirg with the life-
cand story ¢f the person interv.ewed. Refer to Yauwvel tor sliggrsted
subiects and questicns. Continue on tlenk sneets if necessay/ and
‘attach firmiy to this form. Number of sheets attached ’ .
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DUKE, JENNIE. (MRS,) INTERVIEW, 9492.

Zaidee B. Biland,
Journalist, '
December 21, 1937,

L

verview with Mrs. Jennie Duke. o
Altus, Oklahoma.
Born April 15, 1878,
Father-William H. Thomas
knther~Sarah Ann Vest.

« My father, two brothers and a married sister

\‘,flwere"BQ ers. Mr, Duke and I had been up several

timaa to viait and liked the country vary much so
when my faj:.her wrote us that there was a man near
: hia olam whe 'ould aell his right to prove up to
:ua, wa loadod a car vith ﬂll our household goods

.apd stqck and billed it to Vemmn whore Brother
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was to moot us.

"We brought with us. six head«~ of .hb'rséa’ , four

nmlga and four oou, two wagons a nwing machino

R I

~ a cook atove &ud a heater that would bui-n either -

-

wood or“coal beaides other houaohold turniture.

-»

" We stayed with my brother untn we could £ix

up all the papora and buy the man out.. Mr. Duko s

: ,u'rréight'od from Vernon t0 Mangum', quajo and Mountain
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View 80 I was always at home alone. I planted and
'plowed all the crops. #r. Juke was not home more
than one day out of svery week and some times not

that many. I could pick ame bale of cotton a week

. alone and when he zame {n for Sunday he would haul

the cotton off, We mnade two good orops on this
place,‘finiahod proving it up and sold out and ceme
to town, We brougﬁj?Ppaeton with us from Pexas and X
tha'children and I had a way to go when we wanted to. °
I have lived in two towns in -two etates} in one |
te¥rifory and two counties aﬁd never moved,
Altus was Leger when T cams here and 1§é name
has been changed to Altus and back td Leger two or
three ti'mee::‘e before thevnaxﬁg Altus stuck. There was
a post offide, a saiovn, three gr&e;ry stores, one
hardware and three dry goads gtorbgr.oné bank and ome
d?ug store here when I vaod to Lege¥. On the farm I

raised chickens and turkeys. Wolves and.poiecats would

coms right into the yard or chicken house ané get my

fowls., I managed to raise ssventy-~five turkeys for
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market one Fall. 8Sent them to Vernon to market and
got $150.00 for them.

Indiana frequently passed our place and some-
timeé stopped rﬁr‘water,for we had a good well.

One night Mother and I were sleeping up in the
wagon bed for ;; was very warm,when about twenty
Indians came riding up and stopped at the well for
;ator. They chattered and chattered and gave a

war-whoop or two and nearly frightened Mother and

me to dsath. We took the baby and, slipping out, we

ran down the cotton rows and got away. We would run

a little and then 1lie flat on the ground until rested.

I 4o not think the Indiagagiier knew anyone was.at

_ home at all.
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