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Thad Smith, Jr.
Interviewsr
August 20, 1937

Interview with
W. T+ Drake
Chiockasha, Okla.

I came to the Indian Territory in 1908 and larded

ia Chickasha.

>

/
]I had chartered a reailroad car in Dallas County,

Texas, and had shipped all of my belongings to Chickasha,
as I had heard that it was a thriviag little town. My j
car got 1ost on the way here ard as I had come up Om &
passeager train I got here several days before my car
ceme im. Several tracers had to be sent out before the
ocar was located arxd sent on its way.

I stayed et the New Palace Hotel, where I paid five
dollars a day. -

I was Rrot able to find a house to move into upor my
arrival in Ohickasha and had to live at the hotel fcr
some time bofore a real estate mam foumd 2 house for me
which was for remt.

The town was filled with people of all matiomalities,

and there was work for all.
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Several new buildings were being built and I got
a job helping to ?13 a basement for & business duild-
ing that was being erected om Main street. ’

My .wages wers three doilarn end fifty cemts a
aaye.

Penmey and Smith had a plumbing shop amd I se-
cured work from them at seventy five dollars a moath,

Most of the wild game had either beem killed or
had left the country.

I trapped several o'possums om &8 creek, im the
edge of Chiokaaha)by using 8 barrel wiph a fall door,
. baited with bread. The door swung om & rod, which ranm
across the center of the barrel and when weight was
put on the door, on aeither side of the rod it would
oper and let the weight drop im the barrel,

1 haYP seen several qowboys and a few Indians get
drunk im Chickasha and get chased out of town by the
) lal: ﬁut iz my own opinion the people were more civil-
ized thea than mow.

A man by the name of Goodwin farmed three humndred

arnd forty acres of corm west of tomn, 1 believe it was
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L
the year of 1908, We had a wet spring amd summer and

ke got part of hie orop harrowed and part of it he
could not harrow oa account of the wet weather. The
corn that was Larrowed made seveanty bushels of com
to the acre and the corn that was not onked at‘all
made fifty bushels to the =acre.

It seens to me that there were hundreds of coy-
otds, around Chickasha. Waem I first moved thers
they made so much noime barkimg at night that I could
not sleep, but I later got used to it.

-~ Some of the fourth of July celebratioms held im
/'Chickaaha soon after I came were nothimg but basket
dinner picnioa.

Samaﬁimes a few horse races would bs run and

oocasionally soms ambitious politician would mseke a

LS

spesech. g
‘In 3908, T worked for the Sigmom Furmiture amd

Mattress Manufasturer im Chickasha, -
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