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CAi\, CHARLIE INTERVIEW 4769

Field Worker's name ' R ^ y Wolfenbarger

s report made on (daV?) July 9 1957

1. Name Charlie Duncan

2. Post office Acidr.-iKc sentinel, Oklahor.a

3. 'Rwslden^ addr^r.o { M: 1 jcati^r.) Sentinel

4. DAT3 0? 'larH: nth March ^ x)ity 2 2 Year

5. Place of birth Kentucky

6. :*an» of Fat).er Robert Duncan Place of birth Kentucky

Other infonat i vn about father Fanner

v. Name of y #ther.Pannie S t r a i t p l a c e of birthT

Other information ab nit Tn.tth-T housemfe _ v ,g

"otes or complete narrative by tl.p field 7v3rker dealing with the
life and story jf z\n. perron interviewed. Befer to r/.anual for
suggested subjects and queption;;-. Continue en blank sheets if
no2^ssary and attach firmly to thi? f^rm, dumber of sueets
attached



181

I ) - C A N , CHARLIE INT> %RVT<;W 4769

Ruby W6l'f eTibarger,
Field V-oTker,
7uly 9, 1937. .

An Interview with iv'r. Charlie Duncan,
Sentinel, Oklahoma.

I cait.e to Cklah > ie in 1898, from Clay County, Texas.

I -at'.e through in a vagon ond b r i g h t a veil ci< • er through

IM th ne. A friend, Torn Bernett, cai.e witn i..e. "e thought

t..at we could make soi.e easy r.oney digging wells in this

nev country.

V»e were on the road five days, '..e capped out at nignts.

,'ne ni«rht a—tjic frost caiiie. The next morning vhen we opened

• , P \ • . .
•Mr eyes we thought that i t hsd snowed. Ke had to watch pur

at nieht to keep then from being stolen.

K'y pel <• nci 1 both cecided to f i l e on s piece after we

r->t here. I located at Fort, ni e miles fror.'i Sentiuel. I

.•-t 1C-.56 acres of land. I'y claim was just a l i t t l e short,

I '•'•;.ntec lt-6 acres.

There vas a si.all dufout an the piece, I buil t a'shack

\ : -)f logs and r.ud. I dug a ve i l , ^ut out j si a l l orchard.

". :.td a l i t t l e wood, and s^i.e coal but .burrieo : o?tly cow

c ps.
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I hec tp g-o to Foss or ?.eptherford for my supplies.

.Si iieno was the nearest railroad town. • 0

lots of tildes I have cut out e across the country

?i\ horseback to J]l rteno efter a few groceries. The roj.ds ^

ver.e just cov/ trs-ils. -'ou would have to pick your way as

you vent hlorig. I would be pone for s e v r r l days.

This country wes jast a big prairie covered '̂jin Blue

Crass. I t wts an ideal place to praze cat t le .

There vere lots of creeks in this part of the country.

There vere lots oi' wolves, prair.e chickens, turkeys
it

tnd i few ante lope. The r a t t l e s n a k e s were so thick: tha t 1

. &d to t;-ve my gun to the f i e ld v i t h ice. The p r a i r i e chickens

yore ?o t&ne they vould follow behihd the plow.

I v-)ia.d alv.-ays t r y to r a i s e a garden in tne s p r i n t . A";ne

t . ' e I r^r.er.ber I ra i sed a big patch of t u r n i p s . Times re re

n rci "hen, r.ore so than they are now. I ran oat ^f money and

••• • s el^o out of chewing tcb- ceo so I v-ent "it end (<ulled up

K e o:' i'.y tu rn ips and took them t o ' l o r t end ^xchsngec them

r tobacco.

i r.nd. l o t s of chickens, but d i d n ' t l.p.ve : any cows. I

, r.-.--. t tearii of horses and a tear; of r .ules .

\
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I lived two miles, of the'Western Thrall which came

up from Vernon, Texas. Some say thut this ia the old

Chisholm trail, but I think that it was just a trail

that the cattlemen used to take their cattle to market

or to son.e shipping point in the western part of the'

str.te.

The Indians'were locbted at Lone Wolf, Hobart, east

of Gordell, at Colony and Cloud Chief. They were very

peaceable, they didn't bother anyone. They very seldom

if ever forked; they were..lazy and always on the move.

They liked to hunt and fish.

There were several good springs in the western part

of Oklanoma. There was one at Spring Creek; here the

v.eter was very good and just as cold as ice. There Were .

lots of fish in the creek that flowed n'ear the spring.

Tr.ere ras another e-ood spring about seven miles from my

'.>iace; this was on the Vestern Trail. 1'he cattlemen

w: :ld co:.e r;ere and car̂ ) when they brought their cattle

through to take them to mark-et.

There wes a small frame one roomed ho'ise with a glass
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window in i t near us and w.evcelled i t the f i ne house . I t

vas the ber.t house in this country at that time,

I filed on my land in the Cheyenne co'u.try in April

1599, end I proved up rr.y rights in J'ay 1904, just five

veers after I filed. You could pay $1.25 per ac~e end

ret a t i t l e in fourteen months or you coulc honestead ss

•>• did. You had to live on the plbce end vork the land for

live years before you could get a t i t l e .


