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Ruby ﬁbrféhbarger,
rield Vorker,
.Yuly 9, 19370 . \,‘

An Interview with Mr. Charlie Duncsn,
Sentinel, Oklshona.

I cane to Cklah) e 1n 1898, from Clay County, Texes.

1 ~are through in a vsgon &nd br>.ght & well ci:-er throurh

Py

with r.e. A friend, Tom Bernett, cere witn we. e thought

t.et we could make sore easy money digeing wells in this

¢

new cvuntry'.
ve were on the road five days. .e ca.ped out at nignts.

4 ' ’
cne nicrht 1o frost cene. The next morning vhen we opened

s

vir eyes we thought that it hed snowed. Wé had to wetch our

.~rses at nigzht to keep therm [rom being stolen.
My pel :nd 1 both cecided to file on ¢ plece after we

¢~t herse. I locsted at Fort, ni e miles frorm Sentinel, I’

oot 18-,26 ecres of land. !y cleim was just e little short,

+

I rented 1eO scres.

~here ves & si.all dugout on the piece, I built a ‘sheck .
~.t of logs ané rud. I dug 8 well, ~ut out « st all orchard.
" ned e little wood, and soue coel yut,burnec 1ostly cow

C DS
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I hec to go to Foss or %estherford for my supplies,.
21 Reno was the necrest reilroad town. - M
Iots of times I have cut -ut & scross the coHuntry

an horsebsck to 31 Reno sfter a few groceries. The rocds .

vere just cow treils, “ou would have to pick your way es
-~
you vent ulong. I would be gone for severcl devs.
"This country wes just a big prairie coveredzin Siue
rrass. 1t wes an ideel olace to gruze cattle.,
) .
Tpere vere lots »f creeks in this part of the country.
Tnere were lots ot wolves, preir.e chiékens, turkey§
énd ¢ few antelope. The rattiesnakes were so thicx that 1
C&d %O texe my gun to fhe tieid with e . The preirie chickens

vze 20 terme they vould follow behiné the plow.

I v1ri.d slvays try to raise & parden in tne sprine. “ne

<t
a

rarerber I raiqu a big patch o£ tirnips. Times were
n rd -hen, Qofe so than tney ere now. I ren out ~{ money and
v g gic0 nut of chewing tcb ceo so 1 went wmt gnd pulled uﬁ
s e o’y tupﬁlps and took them t> 'lort end =xchswngec them
‘ .
T t>hacco.
1 ned lots of chickens, but didn't Lave :any cows. I

~

L% e team of hors.s and & tesr: of rules.
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I Xfved two miles. of the Western Trail which ceme

"t

&%

up from iernon, Texas. Somne éay thut this is the old
Chisholm trail, but I think thet it was just a trail
that the cattlemen used to teke their cattle to market
»r to sore shipping point in the western part of the’
stete, i

The Indisns were locszted at Lone Wolf, Hobart, eest
of Gordell, at Colordy end Cloud Chief. They were very

peacegble, they dicn't bother anjone. They very seldom

_if ever worked; they were_.lazy &nd always on the move,
"\ A

i

They likgq to hunt and fish.

There ;efe several good springs in the western part
of Cklanoma. There was one st Spring Creek; here the
weter was very good and just ;s cold as ice. Thers were
lots of fish in the creek that flowed nmear the séring..
Trere was another good spring about sevem miles from my
nlace; this was on the Téstern Traii: The cattlemen
w2114 coi.e nere and carp when they brought their cattle
throusch to take them to market.

b,
4

y i
There wes a small freme one roomed h>ise with a glass

kL
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window in it near us and we,called it the fine house. It
vas the best ﬁouse in this country at that time.

I filed on my land in the Cheyenne cd&;try in April
1299, apd I proved up my rights in Vay 1904, just five
veers after I filed., You could pey 31.25 per ac e and
ret & title in fourteen months or you coulc horestead as

....ﬂ

4+ did, You had to live on the plsce end work the land for

five years before you could get a title.



