’
—~ ?
;‘ < = 062
[}
' e s S

.@’w ‘

EX CARDS -

emoval--Cherokee; ‘
. :ivil War--Cherokee Na tfon
’ ?ordor towng~-Fort &n:lth Arkansas
" Hort Smith, Arkansas
opin ngweCher dkee “ation
Sallisaw
Hotels-~Cherokes Nation
Stage routes
Ga

Schools=-~Cherokee Nation
¥ood—=Clarokee
Bagkstry-<Cherokee

Lo



" DODGE, BACHEL. INTERVIEN. -

-

Field Worker; Grace Kelley °
May 14, 1937,

" .- Interview with Rachel Dodge,
s, 11 miles SE of Henryetta
Born 1886

¥
4

Parents . Christopher Columbus Clay,Fathery -

Borm in the 1. T. Gherogaa,Nation.
Polly-oilk, mother, '

Born, I.' T., Cherokee Nation.
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TR.IL OF TEARS, by Rachel Dodge.

Aggle Silk wes my grandmother and she has told
me of the many hardsﬁips of the trip to this country.-
Meny had chills and ‘fever from the exposure, ehange'o?
country and they di&g}t héve too much to eat. 7hen they
woul& get too sick to(ﬁﬁik;%r ride, they were put in
the wegons and taken along until they died. The Indian
Doctors zouldn't find the herbs they were used to and
didn't know the ones they did find, ao they couldn't
doctor them as they wsuld have at home. JSome rode in
vagons, some rode borses and some had to walk. There
was a’large bunch when she come; she was sisteen years
old. They were Cherokees and stopped close to Muldrow
where they built log houses or csbins but the} didn't
“like this country at: first as evprytpingﬂwa; 80 stfanga.

She married at twenty  ,yeats of age. .
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%&vil War. . | ) ,
| When the Civil ¥War started, she had had four
children but only a boy end 8 girl wers 11Y1;;. Her o

ﬁuaband went to fight on the Confederate side and was
killsd before it was over. Her folk stayed arouné
there and didn't leave their homes to go south. He
would come home some nights and bring some geme he
had gotten on the way. |

The Northemn soldiers ceme tarough th;;e and
killed her two cows =nd chlckens and broke all her
dishes and pots. ohe hid ner feather bed in a eliff
so 1t wasn’t bothered. s éhovel was .also saved end
she would cqgk‘bread and mgat on this shovél, using‘
it like u griddle. A1) the meal sne nad wag wild
gawe'but tneré was plenty of that. . «

Indian Treding. ‘ /
rThey went to Fort omith for supplies; severai x

e ¢

fglica rould - go in ox wegons and get all the things
: -~
® neoded. For money they traded hides or deer hams. '

t
Trey didn’'t farm enough for thém td‘sell anything yhey
raised. 'The plows we.e all of wood including the plow~

blade and the only other tool of that sort was a shovel.
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They raised corn and a few vegetables to eat. It took
two or three daygxzb ge to Fort Smith with oxen. -
3.

(Indian Clothing)

Grandma spun and wove the material she needed

for clothes and bed covers. 1 can remember her spin-

-

ring whesl real well.
she li‘ved‘ to bé ninety-sevam years old and
remained in good health, except she had fallen about
twenty yecrs before and par&l;zed her right sarm. She
had plenty of hozs and cattle and‘people'thought she

kept = lot of money at the plnce but her brother bad

i -
‘?’ -~

all that she had with him. . Ons d &y she wen'r. to the
well efter water and somebody shoét her -with buckshot
and spe wasn't found for abo;x?. two days. >he; was
living north of Ailmnsvfonnor ffve,' miles et that time.
& First Settlers of vallisaw.
| Grandmother's siatér and her husbahd, Nanay and
. John C;hilders, were the firs} settiers of oallisaw.

ey started the Childers Hotel amd ran it as long

as they were sble. When they got too old to get about,

they sold it. The otage (Coach cume through there and

‘stopped, changing horses. [Ihs driver ate at the hotel
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and oth;rs ate and stsyed there. Her cow lot was
onbthe Main Street and the pump.ie still there but
it is on a s;den;lk néw. |

% _ . Namiﬂg of Gann. o
. The railroad brenched thers, M. K. & T., snd

\

Ne# Ballisaw started and that railroad went on %o

&

nedland. liother lived west but there wasn't & town

there then.

Mrs. Dodge's aunt got same big lard cans and

v

nad -her send milk to the hotel every day on’ the train.

Yy step~father and 1 would go down to the treck agd
use ¢ hgndkorchier.or somothing to flag the train
dow¥n to gel the milk. One day the conducto? asked
fether’who owned the land around thers. Father sgaid,
"? do." He said that wasn’t what he meént,:hs wonted’

to knowr his name. PFather said {t was Towm Gann and

_ he ssid, '“Well after this, we will call this  JELTS

Gana, " The railrosd had a platform like 8 dancing
platform bullt and anyone who wanted to go on the
train would get on tha platforam, "the milk or anything

else was placed on 12. The train would stop if any--

‘thing was on it but not otherwise. Then-a ran mamed

-



; \

Herris put {up a store and 20ld-a little of everything .

,b\;t {t was 8 small store. later a /Eos:torrice‘waa

in the back of thia store. ) e
¥y first achooling.

My first schooling was at Hanson, seven or eight
miles northwest of Gann. There was’an empts‘v house
sbout a holf mile from a ?armax"s house. It had a
good fireplace and they were importent.  His wife,
#ry. Lee, decided to teach school there. e péid
" & dollar each for every month that we went. Thm'a were
three benches which we placed around the firenlaco
~on cold deys; men it was warm we moved tham back.

Not meny attended sghool for not many co.ld my that
price for the children to go. I think there were six
or eight pupils. |

Mother died and my own father came and got me
and I went to Twin Groves; that was ﬁee to the lndians
and the books were furnished. The Blue Back Spsller
and MoGuffy's Reader were furnished. (My step-mother
hes a Rays Arithmesic and Blue Back Speller now and
they are both in good comd ition) . The school was four
miiea away and we would start raal early and just 'calke

owr time in gatting there. We couldn't go in bad

Wthor s0 we didn't get much schéoling.
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. "’Blue Dumplings. - t

F111 a tub with blackeyed pea hulle and burn

them, then cover the ashes with witer. The ashes )
| will settle to the bottom anl the water will be clear’
but dark. 'Take i:he cornmeal and salt it an{ add some
of the hot blue water to make a stiff dough. 'Pat .
it in the shape of small buscuits and put they into
the rest of bolliug blue water. Gook them uztil |
they are done and they will bave @ blue oblor.
" bDella ‘Barnett, Henryetta) R. ;yz, has e; mortar
and pestle. Ohe is a colored vwoman. .
Riddle.

Take cane and cut it in long stripsy, weate a
hasket with square .thes in the bottom but close | ?
sides. Use it like & sieve, that li.s put the corn,'
t_haé t;as'be‘:en beaten in the' mortar witih the pestle,
in the riddle snd shake it over a pan. The grits

A %

7111 otay in thq riddle and the flour will fsall in
"the pan. Another way to separate them is to use the
fanning pan.

Fanning Pen.

The famning pen is made exactly like the riddh. .

«
except it is c@;ely woven to keep the flour in.”\It
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takes skill to use the fanning pan sorrectly. Thoy‘
shake the pan to get the flour in the bottom of “the’
pan with the grits on top, then they give it a

&

litt}e jerk and the grits jump over the edge of ihe °

3

fonring pan into enother that is setting on the @hle.
.l have seen them do it just as regular as clockworkwi
‘hut 1 can't do it. I can shake it together then I
nave to take my hand end gather it up and out by
hend. .

Jraw Br.dge at Fort Smith.

RePore mother died we ware going to Fort.tmith
the first time after the~braw bridge was built. When
«e care in sight of i, it sas divided to let s steam- |
ship vass and -father said that he tACughi it wasn't
done end we couldn't eross. fe saw the steam-ship
but didn't connact the two at ell.. §;et€y soon it

3
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passed and the bridge started together. After it was

» u

togetlier, he was afraid to crbns it for fear that it
w#ould purt 2nd let us in the river; He did erass it

4

but we wers ell glad wien we were on the other sids.:
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