
ODGE, BA.CHE£.

X CARDS

iemoval—Cherokee;
l War—Cherokee ^

rder towns—Port ^alth, Arkansas
ort anlth,

Sellisaw
Hotels—Cherokee %tlon
^ta^e routes
Qana
Schools—Cherokee %tion

Be ska try—Cherokee n



MD^y'iUflHIL.^IiraBHvlBi. - "* "" ^ p

Fi«ld Worker; Grace Kelley *
May 14, 1937.

Interview with Rachel Dodge,
, 11 miles SE of Henryetta
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Born 1886

Parents . Christopher Columbus Clay,
Born in the I. T. Cherokee.Nation.
Polly Jilk, mother,
Born, I. T., Cherokee Ration.
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TRAIL OF TEARS, by Rachel Dodge.

Aggie Silk was my grandmother and she has tol4

me of the many hardships of the t r i p to t h i s country..

Many had ch i l l s and fever from the'exposure, change o?

country,and they didn' t have too much to ea t . .fhen they

would get too sick torwiftk or r ide , they were put in

the wagons and taken along u n t i l they died. The Indian

Doctors couldn't find the herbs they were used to and

didn' t knot; the ones they did find* ao they couldn't

doctor them as they1 would have at home. Some rode in

wagons, some rode horses and some had to walk. There

was a large bunch when she come; she was sixteen years

old. They were Cherokees and stopped close to Muldrow

where they bu i l t log houses or cabins but they d idn ' t

/ l i k e this country a t f i r s t as everything was so strange.

bhe married at twenty/years of age. y
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f l T i l War.

W&en the Olr i l War s ta r ted , she had had four

children but only a boy and a g i r l were l iv ing . Her

husband went to fight on the Confederate side and was

kill8d before i t was over. Her folk stayed around

there and didn ' t leave the i r homes to go south. He

would come home some nights and bring some geme he

had gotten on the way.

The Northsjm soldiers cam© tnrough there and ,

killed her two co*a bnd chickens and broke a l l her

dishes and pots, one hid ner featner bed in a c l i f f

so i t wasn't bothered, a. shovel was also saved and

she would cook^bread and maâ t on thio shovel, usln&

i t liKe ti gr iddle . All the mBat sne nad was wild

gstne but taere was plenty of tha t .

Indian 3?rading.

They *snt to Fort baith for supplies; several

families wo'uldgo in ox wagons and get a l l the things

t h ^ needed. For monoy tiiey traded hides or deer hams.

Tr.ey d idn ' t farm enough for them to s e l l anything they

raised. The plows w6i-e a l l of wood including the plows-

blade and the only other tool of that sor t was a shovel.
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They raised oora aid a few vegetables to eat. I t took
• u

two or three days^tb go to Port Smith with oxen.

(Indian Clothing) .

Grandma spun and wove the material she needed

for clothes and bed covers. 1 can remember her spin-

ning wheel real well. <""

>he lived to be ninety-aevns years old and

remained in good health, except she had fallen about

twenty yeis-rs before and paralyzed her right arm. She

had plenty of hogs and cattle and people thought she

kept <? lot of money at the place but her brother had

all that she had with him. - One d&'y she went to the

well after water and somebody shdt her-with buckshot

-and 8Qe wasn't found for about two days. >he wae

| living north of Aikana four or five miles at that time.

& First Settlers of ra l l ies*.

Grandmother's sister and her husband, Nancy and

. John Ohilders, were the f i rs t se t t lers of oallisaw.

They started the Childers Hotel and ran i t as long

aa they were able. When they got too old to get about,

they sold i t . The otage Coach came through there and

8topped, changing horses. Fhe driver ate at the hotel

\\
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and others ate and stayed there. Her cow lot was

on the Main Street and the ptsap i s s t i l l there but

i t is on a sidewalk now.

, > , • Naming of Gann.

railroad branched there, M» K.\ & T.," and

New Sailisaw started and that railroad went on to

/ Redland. Mother lived west but there wasn't a town

there then.

Mrs. Dodgo's aunt got some big lard cans and

had-her aend milk to the hotel every day on" the t ra in .

lly step-father and 1 would go down to the track and

Use c. handkerchief or something to flag the train

down to gej; the milk. One day the conductor asked

fether'°who owned the land around there. Father said,

"I do." He said that wasn't what he meant,-he wanted

to know his name. Father said i t was Toia Gann and

he said, "Well, after t h i s , we will call this plaoe.

Oatm." Tbte" railroad had a pletforsa like s dancing

platform built aod anyone who wanted to go on the

train would get on the platform, the milk" or anything

else was placed on i t . Thfc train would stop if any-"

thing was on i t but not otherwise. Then-a iiian warned
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Harris put up a store and sold-a l i t t l e of everything

but i t was a small store. Later a "pbstoffice was

in the back of this store. ;

My'first schooling. v ,

My f i rs t schooling was at Hanson, seven or eight

miles northwest of Oann. There was'an empty house

about a half mile from a farmer's hoiiae. I t had a

good fireplace and they were important. His wife,

Mrs. Lee, decided to teach school there, ffe paid

a dollar each for every month that we went. Thfltr© were

three benches which we pieced around the fireplace

-on cold deys; sken i t was warm we moved theun ba<sk.

Not raany attended school for not many could pay that

price for the children to go. i think there were six

or eight pupils.

Mother died and my own father came and got' me

and I went to Twin Groves; that was free to the Indians

and tfce books were furnished. The Blue Back Speller

and Mc?uffyfs Reader were furnished, (My step-aothar

has a Hays Arithmetic and Blue Back Speller now and

they are both in good cool i t ion) . The school, was four

miles away and we would s ta r t real early and just take

our time in getting there. We oouldnft go in bad

iweather so we didn't get much schooling.
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" Blue Dumplings.

Fill a tub with blaokeyed pea hulls and burn

them, then cover the ashes with water. The ashes

will settle to the bottom and the water will be clear '

but dark. Take the cornnaal and salt i t an£add some

of the hot blue water to make a stiff dough. 'Pat » A ^ ^ /

i t in -the shape of small buaouits and put them into

the rest of boiliug blue water. Cook them until

they are done and they wili have a blue cblor.

Delia Barnett, Henryetta* R. #2, has a mortar

and pestle, ^he Is a colored woman. ,

• i Riddle.

Tak© cane and cut i f in long s tr ips , treate a

basket with square holes in the bottom but close jl v •

sides. Use i t like a sieve, that is put tin* corn,

that has been beaten in thev mortar witil the pestle,

in the riddle and shake it over a pan. The gr i ts
X. t.

will stay in the riddle and the flour will fal l in

fehe pan. Another way to separate tb̂ em is to use tbe

fanning pan. ' * ' «

Fanning Pan.

The fanning pan is made exactly like the riddle, .

except i t i s cBfsely woven to keep the flour in.~\I t

• • . ' v
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takts skill to use the fanning pan correctly. They

shake the pen to get the flour in the bottom £>f the'

pan with the grits'on top;then they giTe it a

littlfe Jerk and the grits jump over the edge ofc the

fanrfing pan into another that is setting on the 1§»le.
* " 6 < , •

• I have seen them do i t just as regular as clockwork

""hut 1 can't do i t . I can shake i t together then I'

nave to take xay hand end gather i t Up and out by

hand..

Draw Bridge at Fort %iith.

Before mother died we were going to Fort unith

tbr f i r s t time after the Draw bridge was b u i l t . When

•ve caT.e in si(^ht of i t , i t .vas divided to l e t a steam-?,

ship uass and father said that he thought i t wasn't

done and we couldn't c ross . We saw the steam-ship

but didn' t oonnect the two at a l l . • Pretty soon i t

passed and the bridge started together. After i t was

together, he was afraid to cro:»a i t for fear that i t

would p&rt ancl l e t us in the r ive r . He did- cress i t

but we were a l l glad wten we were on the other s ide.-

I


