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INTERVIEW WITH NORVAL R. DQNICA.
NOLA, OKLAHQMA

FIELD VORKER JOHNSON H. HAMPTQN
MAY 13, 1937

[ . ‘ .
+ I w8 bom at%réﬁ?. Missouri on Novembér 8, 1566,
s )
My father moved fram there to Tahlecuali, Indian ‘I‘errltors;
inl684, where we lived trers-until the Tun vas made in the

Cherokee 8trip. We made a run with ths other people when

the Cherokee Strip was opemsd for settlement. We had ‘camped

_there for same time before the run wes made Just across the
line, There were lots of pemple camped there to make the
run, I don't think that there would have been enopgh land
éo go around if all had taken cléms, There ivem about 80
of us vm? atﬁod together and camped together waiting to
;rzake the run. In our cxrowd theare 'oro‘tvo yomexn that were
going to make the run. Of course there were other women‘
b}xt th?y had husbends: howev: Btheae % were not married.
People can;o in all kinis of wagms, bucgies, carts, one

. 2 W
horse buwggyes,and soms cane on bicycles. Some of then

had milch cows pulling a wagon, some had oxenj in fact they

came there in all kinds ¢f conveyances that they could get.
. The bunch I vas with had their land already located
and were just waiting for the tim to male the run, The

soldiers were guarding the 1ine to see that no one took .



DNIGA, NORVAL B, INTRRVIRK, - ..
- - 176
’8

advantage of the others end to aQe' that they did not get

ove” the line, When the time came to make tbh® rumn, there

was & big gun- it must have béen a cannon fired at twelve
o'clock and the soldiers along the 1ine all shot flxy,eir guns.
Then the race was on. We let the two wamen make the tiret W
s‘tart‘ in order to give them en oppartunity to get ahead;

then we followed., It mriv ¥as s grat sighte They were in

all kind of shapes. They would run over one encther if they

did not get out of the waye It was vexy hard on the runners,
for it vas dry and no water was to be found on those hills,

and 1t wgs bard to get any.food stuff shen we ran out of food.
There woere same creeks but they were olerimaé by sams one and
they would not let you have even a drinke.

I remember that we had to pay.es much as ten cents for a
cup of waters The ones that had water would hauivit around in
barrels to sell, of courase peopls just had to have the water
and the ones that had water Inew this, so they got just what
they a.;ked. The country was ver& unhealthy; thare wece lots

) of people that settled there died from one disease .and another,

We traded our land that we had located end came t0 the

Choctaw Nation. We locuted somewhsTo near Pawnee. I don’t

- .
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remember just where 1t wuse. The lend was pretty good aromnd
wliere we located but it was very unhealthy and we were hard
up against it for food and other thinés that ve had to have. ‘
That was the reason we mwwed from there md\came to'the
Choctaw Nation, where we 'located up in mountai;m.
When we £irvt lended in that pari o f the country;ihe >
country ebounded with deer, turkeys and lots of fish in the
river and some bear, The grass was Just fine in those
mountains, Th‘e whole courtry wa., a wild wildermess. Big pine
trecs grew there; in fact the mountains were coverec with big
heavy pines, wixite oaks, cedar t_ree,a. and every other kind. of
trecs that a man could imaéinon Thera were no vhite peonle in
there when .we came- th'g wsra’,all Iniians~ no postoffice; but
after a while somp wnite people mowved in there, anc} then we ;vent
éo work and got a post offl ce end namsd it Nola. Then after a
while Nashoba got a postoffi ce adbout five or six miles from us
80 W& had two post officesclose together.
flo farmed, as we wore farmers, Ve ;pemd up sore land along
, the little creek bottoms and made good orops. It was sunly fine
cduntry then, After a/while I put up a smell store and we farmed

and ran a little grocery storee We had to go to Fort Smith to
, .
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g?t our supplies. When the Frisco Railroed went th;ough,
t};{m s tré.ded at Twhkahoma.l a 1little town on the railroad '

€ | .
about 25 miles fram where we lived,

I lived among several tribes of Indians but mostly among

the Choctawas, whom I can my are about the best Indians I
lived amonge I have never had any trouble with them. They
alsays treated me just as though I were one of them, The

. only fights they would have would be among ttemselves, They
vould not bother a white man nor a white waman. They are
good Indians to this day. I cen say one thing, they are just
as honest as the day 1a'lorg. I have some experience with
them for I traded with them in stock and in ny grocery store,
Thay bought smtf from ms on credit and vken pay dey ceme they
would come and pay upe. If they were not able then they would
coms and tell me why they could not pay on the spot and 1
wouid give them a 1little more time,. They a\zr?ly would come
"around. and 18y upe I have mever lost anything on Indian yete.
0f course they are pgcouliar people; if they think th. U you are
$rying to skin them then fou have lost‘their trade. They deo
not get mad or any thing like that, but they just cuilt trading
with you. I don't bclieve that there are emy finer people than

{

thS‘ Choctaw Indians,

-
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My Father died and is uried at Nola, Oklahoma, vhare we
have lived all these years. _
My Mother has & walmut chest which I think is about 150
years olde It ia iom and looks as though it is weather beaten,

"but it 18 as strong now as it wver was, « I bave some little
things that ax;e gort of relics to m, a powder charger, a bullet
mold, and some ather i:hingﬂ, and in particular I have a horme
shoe hammer that was made by a bJaclﬁnith, and L am sure ;hat
it 19 about 100 years old.

w.'came into the Indioan Territory, mow Oklashuma, in a
covered wagon, my father and his femily, We lived in a log
house.y fo had no furaiture to a‘tpeak of; Just what w»e could
get in the wagon is all we lade I now live about 35 miles -

rnortheast of Antlers, Oklahmma



