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Field Worker: Chwline M. Culbertson
April 28, 1937

Interview with Jemea Arthur Doyle
Eft ova, Oklahoma
(4 miles south)

Born. August 19, 1863
In Missouri

Name ot parents;
x Father, Dock Ttoyle

Missouri
l!of ar, Alia Doyle
Indiana

TCARLY DAYS I N TNT%£7 TETTCITOH?.

wir. Jaiaes Arthur Doŷ e caiae to Indian Territory

in 1378, a week before, Christmas. They located tnree

miles north of nogers Station, which i s close to whet is

now Wesley. He moved here with his parents, Dock: and

Alia Doyle, and six prothers and four s is ters . Their

purpose was to farm, and his father bought a small place

which waa Just a Tom Fuller patch; however, later they

moved near Limestone Gap, and soon after that t" four miles
4

south of riowa. inks father cultivated fifteen acres of.

land with one oxen. Their nearest neighbors were eight

or ten miles away.

It waa necessary for then to go to Atoka to get

their corn ground and they went to Boggy dê ppt to get

their wheat ground. Everything was very cheap in those
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days. Flour vat $£,00 a hundred pounds, a two year old

yearling wee $10.00. They would t e l l according to the i r

•ge not weight. Dressed hogs were two and one-helf dents

a pound. fcr. Doyle etatee he remeufcers se l l ing e two

hundred end five pound hog for §6.G0~th«t was in the

yew 1637. He t e l l s of an experience of driving hogs

from Rogers station to stringtown, which took them a l l
>

day and sold them for two cents a pound. i t cost nothing

to keep there so, therefore, i t wes a clear p ro f i t .

Men's boots were sold for $2.00 and shoes for

•$2«25# They raisee their own tobecoo. Coffee was

bought for $0.00 6 hundrec' pounds. ISverything was x

bought in large quantity. I Jr. Doyle, says sugar was

neter used on the | ab le as we do today unless they had

or was having p i e . He remeiabers of going to the ~

ndl is quite often and taking butter and beans end s e l l -

ing them and then going on to get a b i \ l of groceries.

All fences were :iade of r a i l s .

lex, Doyle i s not of Indien. blood, but says the

Indiana were peiceable^ honest, truthful and re l ig ious .

They wouldjbe ahle to ljs;.ve thoir t i o l s in the woods

where they isould never bo moved. They never had to lock
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their houses. Ho states the latoh string iras always
y

hanging on the door, as the old soyjLng goes.

They irould have preaching once every month.

The f i r s t 3Chool in that v ic in i ty was the Bryce Valley

school, not in use today. I t wse a subscription school.

Gne'inotanee of a l i t t l e controversy was that

of two mon trying to establish K hoc renoh. Cne was

trying ' to ran the other out of bus?.r.eBs, Yihich cenie to

a dispute that one hud stolen from the other. Hot

having a lew, the people had to appoint a sheriff, his

deputies, lawyer? end thref judges to hold court. The

resu l t \rar. that they didn' t pro^e e i ther or.e ves cwilAy. *

•Everybody r'ent to obnrch respecti\v ly .-no

attended ^ i t t mich in te res t . They had severe churches

in Uiat vicinity—a r-iethodist, Q Baptist , 'end a Pres-

byterlan church, "Kvery sanmer they would hev«» t h e i r ,

oainp iseetings. Each group irould bring fcheir Triini^ter.

?arnon Sequel from •"usko^fle, Rev, Dickerson fr^ra Durant,

ftev. T«cVer, who T»oa blind, *nd elso. Pev. Bryce.

f'r. John Doyle, brother of Jenes Doyle, joined

the Masonic lod£« ID 1376. •-« soyg his brother sold

$1300.OQ trorth of wheat In the yeer of 1878. L i t t l e
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ground hog threshers wro used and e fanning mill was

' used to clean the wheat. A foot drop machine was used

to cut i t* I t toA five rc&n to hendle i t end one ran

to drive i t . ' Approximately th i r ty d*eys were taken to

cut and prepare i t to be sole1,

r'nekee *er© very plentiful durins?, ihet time.

I t was 3 oo:n~on occarance t i ran or t ) a ais foot snaire

but no one was ever b i t t an .

Hivsd help w«s pcid 30veaty «?ive cents a day

for any Vind of worlc. ."on -*iVu a ho^ge wor? JP-IC; some-

time 3 71.50.

<ir. 'Ooyle lin.i n son by tho n--i:j« of Oevald "Toylo,

mho in yoB+,:"aater a t V'ealey at tiio pre-j^at tiM**, cloio io

the aarie ploce whoro hia grefit-arp.ndf taer , *-)arton ]>?yle,

•a was f i r s t po8traaster In 1.873.

They didn' t cure their ^eata. Vhey would k i l l

fresh meat along as they wanta.i the:a» They were not

bothered with f l i a s in those dr.ys, but wer<= handicapped

with mosquitoes, wrion car/uei.' a great deal of sickness.

l'r. Doyle went'to school in u l i t t l e log house

down on the branch about one half r i l e from where he

l ives at the present tii.io. There were about 15 children

who attanded. The children oalled i t the Acadenqr.

* * * * * * * * * > *


