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Field Worker: Chearline M. Culdersson
April 28, 1937

Interview with Jemes Arthur Doyle
’ Kiowa, Oklahoma
(4 miles south)

Born August 19, 18683
In Missouri

Neme of parents:
N Father, Dock Toyle
Mi ssourt i
Yot er, Alla Dovle
Indisns

WARTY DAYS IN INTTAY TERWTONY.

ur. Jawes Arthur Doyre czume io Indian Territory

in 1378, s weé;\befora Christmas. They located three
miles nortia of rnogers 3Jtation, whiéh is close to what is
now Wesley. He mo?ed here with his perents, Dock and
Alla Doyle, and six prothers and Zour siaters. '?heif
purpose was to‘rarm, and his father bought & small place
which was just a Tom Fuller patch; however, later they
moved near Limestons Gap, and soon after that, four miles
gsouth of “iowa. ii4s father ;ultivated fifteen acres of.
land with one oxen, Their nearest neighbors were eight .
or ten miles away.

| It was neeessery for them to go to Atoka to get
their corn ground and they went to Poggy depot to get

S

their wheut;gggpnd. Evorythingéwns very chesp in those



184

DOYLL, JeMLS ARTHUR  INTERVILY., .

“fe 6630

*

deys. Flour was .00 a hundred pounds, @ two year old
yearling wes 316.90. They would sell according to their
sge not weight. Dressed hogs were two and'one-halﬁ cents
a pound, J;r. Doyle states he remenbers selling s twé
hundred snd five pound hog for §£5.00--that was in the

yoa¥ 1857. Le 4eils of an experience of“driving hogs

from nogers Gtetion to Stringtown, whica took them ell
]

dey and sold them for two cents & pound, [t cost nothing

to xsep them 80, therefore: it wes 8 clear profit.'

iien's boots were sold for .00 and‘shoes for
2456, They raissd tieir own tobacoo, Cofiee wasﬂ
bought for 306.09 & hundrec po@nds. Bverythiog was
bought in lerge quentity. Iir. Doyle. says sugar was
nefér uged oa the -Jable as we Go today unless they had
sompany or was having 91;. lie remsmberé of going to the -
sew milds quite often and taking butter and beans and selle-
ing them and then going on to get a b1l of groceries.
411 fences were made of rails.

M&. Toyle is not of Indien blood, but says thé

-

Indians were pe:ces ¢, honest, truthful and raligious,

They would be ahle %o le.ve their $y0s in the woods

/
where they would never te moved. They never had to lock

¥
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their houses. Ho statas the latch string wes elways
hagging_on the door, as the old saying goes;
They would have preeching oncé ever month.
The rirst school in that vicinity was the Bryce Velley
school, not in'use.tgday. It we: & subscription school.
sne’instance of = little controversy was that

1 4
of two mon trying to establish = hog rench. OZne wes

trying to run the ovher out of business, which cene to
a dispute that one hnd stolen from the other. Mot
having é law, the people hed to eppoint o sheriff, nis

. 5 '
deputies, lewyers end three judges tc hold court. The
regilt wes that they disn't prove eithet one wes auilty.g

)

tverybody went to einrehr respectiuly ond
attended with ruch interest. "hev had severul churches
in that vicfni&z;:a Met§%dﬁst, n Bsptist, arné a Pres-
byterian church. Tvery ;ummer they wou'd have their o
camp meetings. PFach group féuld bring“bheir minister,
Parssn Neagial from ’Mﬁkogné, Rev; Dickerson from Durant,
Rev, Tucker, Qho wag blind, #nd alan Rev., Bryce.

¥r. John Dnyle, brother of Jeres Doyle, joined

the Masonic lodgm in 1376, .%e says his brother sold

~
el

31300.00 worth 'af whest in the yeer of 1873. Little
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ground hog thrashers vwers used and e fanning mill wes

"useé to clean the wheat. 4 foot ¢rop machine wass used

to cut 1%, It to.k five men to nerdle it end one man

to érive it.’ Aoprorimate)y tairty deys were @sken to

cut end prepare it to he sold,

a

A .

“nekes were very pientiful duriiﬁ vhet tiwe.
It was 2 cour.on occurencs ty rua en t> a gix footf snalze
but no onz was ever bittian,

dired help was poid gaventy Tive ceats a dey
for any «ind of work. an wl%u @ horaae ww;éggd LpIul
times T80,

Sre o7le 83 a son by the n4iue of Gerald ﬁoyta,'
who 13 poatitagter at Vesley at the pregaat tine, close Lo
the aame vlace where his great-arendf. tier, larton Tovie,

was Tirst postmaster ian 7.873.

. \II
They didn't cure their meats. They would kill i

fresh indet along as thay wanted the:n. They were not
bothered with flies in those days, bYut were handlespuved
with mosquitoe;, whien cesued o great deel of sicknesas.

lr. Doyle went to school in o little log Louse
down on the branch abou* one half idle from where he
lives st the present time. ‘There were about 15 children
who attended., The children oslled it the Acedeny,
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