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Maurice R, Anderson : |
Investigator > 1
February 28, 1938.

Interview with James S, Donaldson
’ , Ohi ckasha, Oklahoma.,

>

I was born in 1881, in Texas. My father and mother

settled in Texas in the early sixtieqé according\to what !

they have told me, My mother was the first woman in Texas

to be issued a license %0 practise medicine, she was kno
: . ‘ |
as Auht Dicle, My fathé®~was a stock raiser.

R g

We moved from Texas to the Indian Territory in 1896;
we crossed Red Rivar at the old cﬁlbert ?rossfng and located L
at Maples, in the Chickasaw Nation, eighteen miles east of
Chickasha on the furcellaanq\Chickasha mail Yqute, Jack
Hale owned the adjoining farm and Tﬁbe Doisey was another
ad joining neighbor. My father, wﬁen we moved to the In-

dian Territory, brought eighteen ?undred head of ocattle

9

and one hundred and twenty head of breeding maress and work

f o \
stock, He traded a few head of cattle to_anle Chapple
| \
for a dugout and two one room log'houses) one of the houses
: o i ! -
vas covered with boards and the oﬁher was covered over with

)
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In the Spring of 1897 I wai forced to leave home

! i r

with only £ifty cents in money and my horse and saddle, I
o ‘_ l \
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a , !
was only about sixteen years old; this is to show how \
some yonng'men were forced from their hiomes tﬁrcugh fqmil&
troubles without Qny‘moneé and had éo_qake their own way,
When I left home I went to the Creek Indian country amd
got a job with Jimmie end Tommie Wells, two brothers who
had a contraet to build the railroad from Little River
to the Canadian River through the Creek Nati¥m. I worked
on 3his road over a gear. |

During this time my father was forced to sell his
yggtxke”and stock and my mother and father separated and
"my mother wrote ror\ga to come home so I could help her

make & living, so I d&it my railroad jog and headed-for.
home and before I reaeggd hogf I was met by one of our
United States Marshals ﬁamed Crist Madsen, .who was on
" the 16okout‘for the Youn;\Brothers. He thought I kne;~f
where they were so he held a gun on me and- whipped me
uitg his quirt until the blood ren down my back, trying
-t0 make me tell where the loung bdbrothers were., I could
10t tell him for I didn't knows After this whipping I

made it on ¢t0o where my mother lived gnd it was several

days before I- was abla to do anything, My wounds healed
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up but the hate I had for Crist Madien.. didn$'

quickly. I wayleid him one evening and when

10108

t heal so

he came-

along in his buggy, that was the way he travpled mbat, I

emptied my Winechester into his buggy but never hit him

and today I am thankful I did not.

. v
I went to work for Blank and Ellison,

-

]

who had the

contraot from the Government to issue beef to the Caddo

4

Indians. The herd ground where the steers Were held end

fattened before they were issued to the Indjans was

located two miles north and one mile west o

holding cattle over at this place we boardei at the J. D..

Downing ranch, a short ways from the holdovier place.  In

1

Verden, While

1902 I helped issue out three hundred and tiwenty steers

to the Caddo Indians,which was the last isgue that was

made to them.'

After this I came back home and hel+a1 my mother

teke care of the farm work., In later yearg I became an

evangelist and I now travel arocund the couptry in-an

/

automobile., I haye been ¢ver same of the kountry where
. f .

: I‘trav%ed on hgrseback when I was a youflg

man.
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