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Field Worket's name Zaidee B. Bland,

This report ma&e on {data) - December 28, - a 193 7

1. Name Mrs, Sallie C. Dodson,
Sty ' : "

2, Post\ldfﬁi‘ca Address _Victory, Okléhome,

3. 3331dence ‘address (or location)One mile north and two milea west.
‘4. DATE CF BIRTH: Month June Day 16 Year 1866

5. Place of birth _ Tepnesgee ’

6. Neme qf FPather g C, Follis, Place ef birthVirginia

7,  Name of Motﬁerw jﬁll}l_é:&éé_ Place 8f birth Virgiﬁia

Cther information about moddxa father. Blacksmith,

/ . - ° L

(

-Notes "or complete narratlvo by the field worker dealing mth the
life and - story of thé& person interviewed. 3 Refer to Manual fer
suggested subjects and questions, Contmu,e on blank sheets if

- necessary and attach firmly to this. form. Number of sheets
attached 7 .
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Zadiee B. Bland,
Journalist,
December 28, 1937.

~

An Interview with llrl. Sallie C. Dodson,
Victory, Oklahoma

A}

1

3
t

vy “ /.
I bave lived for the past forty yeers in and around
Creta; the last twenty years in the Aaron community and
we are moving now to a place one mile north and two miles

wegt of Victory;where we will stay for the next year. /We

.came to this part of the world to be near Telatives./ In
my younger days if you had & bit of blood kin in y
veins you had to meet 6r;ce a year in a femily réunion.
It was usually' during the Christmes week, . I never wanted
to come to Oklahomg. I was. told if ever I did come north
of the Red River and take one drink of tms western water
that I would be a native for life eand it has proved that

way, although I have rebelled a good many, times and .beggefl )

to go back Baste.

We loaded a car with two mules, our farm too

household geods end had the car shipped to t nearest- ' ;

railroad point. I brought w;ﬁh me &’ sew machine,a full

R

mirror, and nice

»

bed room suite, an extra dresser with

chairs and tables.
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My husbend thought he had a farm rented when we came ’/

' . |

but we had the farm for the next year and since we arrived,
i /

here in Novanper it did not suit the people to vacate until

Jenuary lst, 80 we had to live in a tent ror two months.,

. ’

" I had five ‘c.hildren ,the youngest a 1ittls girl about six
months old .“- I thought it the most desolate country 1 ever
saw and began to cry as soon as I left the railroad stétion.
When we were turned away fi’rom the house and the site pointed |
' 0311; to .us’ where we migh% pitch our .tent I started walking |
wi‘th' my beby in my arms to the spot. If: was a6ross a creek
called Boggy. We had to cro“s's on some rocks. There -were

: sevelral in our crowd. My cousin kept reminding me of that
ssying, "Taste of the &;aters" I was on a rock in the mid-
~dle of the stream so I stooped down to scoop up some of the
water in iy hend and take a drink and the ﬁaby and I ;b'oth
tumbled into th; w:ater. The w;ater was ﬁot ‘deep and I; p;lcked.
myself and baby up with the help of some of them but before

I w‘ould wade out I was determined to taste the water., I /
never tasted such 3alty, bitter water in my life go I kept

on crying and was I-mmg, to*o!
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The tent and the cook stove were get up and during
;, the niéht the coldest north wind ceame up and the tent
would billow out; I thought I would freeze. »Dur;pg the
nighf {of course, I could not sleep), I celled %o Mr.
Dodson "Get up quick, the dogs are surrounding us,,théy:

will come right into the tent and est us all up.” Mr.

-~

Dodson got up ahd*turned back the flap of the tent and

said, "Coms here,Sallie, it is moonlight and you can

see." I saw a dczen or m@re wolves slinking by, not
'ltwenty-fIVe feet away. Myl I was frightened. . I. never

did get so I was.not frfghxenéd‘qnd lonely when the .
‘wolves howled,

'I never mde bread witﬁout milk in my life. The.'
first morning ég had corn 6;ead stirred up with waieg
and a little butter for breakfest. My‘huébaﬁd never'
did like corn bread any time but readhed for the butter
and said "Ugh! this is good." That was enough for me.
I paid "Yes, good for \this country of the, Elgzieﬁzam
anﬁ Fritter tree’ you hkire been telling me about." It

was no .use in trying we. é&p&d not use that Boggy Greek

;} water. There was a tank & ut two miles amay. My
I « ,
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' husband Bitched the mules to the

*

into 1t Zana ceme and seid to me,

}hildre, and go'with me to haul w
experience for us all and maybe y u won't feelfso badly."

I took my six monthsold baby in my arms end tle other

‘children and went with him. iWe drove out intd the tenk
and f:}lled ux;rour barr:ls and n spoke to t e' »teagn to
pull out; 'l'hex team could not biydge the wagon, Ve were
. stuck bard andf fés’c %n'the”bog.bj’ Mr.lDodsop ried and .
- tried to :he'lp tfe miles.. The oldest boy got| out and
they pushed and p}xshedL Lothipg doing, the fwagon would
/not move. The oldest boy waE_iec"x out. Mr. Dodson carried

o

the resi: of us' out in his ;rme one at a time, When we
were all on that cold dem around the tank itting, freez-
ing, dr. Dodson went for his coudin to help him out of
the bog. We got home at sundown with one: alf barrel of

. water, hungry, cold, dirty, and md all -t ough. The -
children sided with, their papa end wanted to stay so

| ,there was nothing I could C{O but cry and stay on if I
wented to be with my femily. M, Dodson |bed to tote us e

out of more then one bog es the years went by’.\. S

-

"
- .

-
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I ailowed my?be_
acci}xéinténce. I oped so,.at least, for with wagging

my baby aroui

them aldne & minute for fear of the wolves, I was not

~a bi't happy. I kept my children wrepped up different

o what they do/now or I am telling you we would all
bave frozen to/deatn. We cam mighty neer doing it
x ’ ! ’
anywa'y.

-

Once after the children started to scho0l--the

1

two oldest--the others went with their father to the
crossroads for aomething and there ceme up- the biggest .
SROW storm I &md ever aeen‘, It was 8o dark “bhat I

1ighted a lantern so as to help them all ﬁnd their
) |
. ; x

! . 1 ) ‘g
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way home, kno’wigg/pretty oure'Pappy would go by for the

children on}(s way home--which he did--but he got stuck
in a snowgrift right close to a. neighbor's home, The
childyan all got out apd went in there to spend the night

¥

bu’t tbaé oldest boy and his dsd came on home to me knowing

I was alone. @e boy and his tather got aeparated and the

boy got home first. He reached the oor and knocking on
it he cried "Mammy,are you here and &live?" I opened the

door‘. He threw his arms around me and said "Ohl thank God,

- thank God you are all right but I mist go find Pappy, he.

is‘los;t." He bad only to go a Iittle wey until he fo'und )
him.‘ Pappy's hands were frozen ané all the wild cattle ,\\‘
for miles around .drifted around’ the house for protection. \x
There were forty head in my back &ard and 6n my back porch.
When 'we got to where we could have & buggy and & surrey‘

we felt liko we w?re coming on, really getting into society.

/There was no social life exoept family reunions at Christ-

mas time fourth of July pipnics, 'Gaﬁp'meetings in the =

.

Summer, and school entertaimments every Friday. There were

L)

spelling matches and ciphering matches every Friday during
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1\ whiph young and old _took
. Picnica and fish-fribs “in

the tln'oo mo\?tha T
part alike. \I‘hey fwexe
Sunmer too; I nav[ \liked\ﬁah bu't! usually trailed -
along for I d*ixi t wish © stay home alone. I do not
know\if tasting\éhe ;\alty,bitter water O\f Boggy kepis me
here or not but ﬁeml am and all my chndren are married\
and 11ving arom/ ,\go wé atrb 0k1ahomans, ‘
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