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Zadlee B« Bland,
Journalist,
December 28, 1937•

An Interview with Mri .Sal l ie C. Dodson,
• Victory, Oklahoma> ,

/
I have lived for the past forty years in and around

Creta; the last twenty year's in the Aaron community and

we are moving now to a place one mile north and two miles

west of Victory where we will stay for the next year. /We

came to this part of the world to be near re la t ivesJ In

my younger days if you had a bit of blood kin in your

veins you had to meet once a year in a family reunion.

I t was usually during the Christmas week, . I never wanted

to come to Oklahoma. I was- told if ever I did come north

of the Red River and take one* drink of this western water

that I would be a nat-ive for l i fe and i t has proved that

way. although I have rebelled a good manye times and begged

to go back Bast.

We loaded a car with two mules, our farm tools' and

household gfods and had the car shipped to ther nearest

railroad point. I brought with me a* sewing ma chine, a full

bed room suite, an extra dresser with/a mirror, and nice

chairs and tables.
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My husband thought he had a farm rented when we came ;

but we had the farm for the next year and since we arrived/

here in November i t did not suit the people to vacate until

January 1st , so we had to live in a tent for two months *

I had five children .the youngest a l i t t l e g i r l about six

months old. • I thought i t the most desolate country I ever

saw and began to cry as soon as I left the railroad- station.

When we were turned away from the house and the s i te pointed

out to /us where we might pitch our tent I started walking

with my "baby in my arms to the spot. I t was across a creek

called Boggy. We had to cross on some rocks. There were

several in our crowd. My cousin kept reminding me of that

saying, "Taste of the waters". I w&s on a rock in the mid-'

die of 1jhe stream so I stopped down to scoop up some of the

water in my hand and take a drink and the baby and I both
i

tumbled into the water. The water was not deep and I picked
i

myself and baby up with the help of some* of them but before

I would wade out I was determined to taste the water* I

never tasted such salty, bitter water in my life so I kept

on' crying and was I- mad, tao I
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The t en t and the cook s tove were- s e t up and dur ing

the n igh t the coldest ' nor th wind came up and the t e n t

would bi l low ou t ; I thought I would f r eeze . During the

night (of course, I could not sleep), I called to iir.

Dodson "Get up quick, the dogs' are surrounding us, .they

will come right into the tent and eat us a l l up." Mr.

Godson got up and- turned back the flap of $he teat and

said, rtCome here, Sallie, i t i s moonlight and you can

see." I> saw a dozen or more' wolves slinking by, not

twenty-five feet away. %t I was frightened. I- never

did get so I was.not frightened and lonely when the

wolves howled.

I never made bread without milk in my l i f e . The

f i r s t morning we had corn bread stirred up with water

and a l i t t l e butter for breakfast. My husband never

did like corn brea4 any time but reached for tne butter

and said "Ughl this\ i s good." That was enough for me.
\

I said "Yes, good for\this country of the. tHonejj2J!Gn&,.

and I r i t t e r tree* you have been tel l ing me about." I t

was no use in trying;we cô uld not use that Boggy Creek

:; .water. There was a tank ab^ut two miles away.
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Itched the mules to the w^gon,put three barrels/

into it/and came and said to mê  "Jbome, Sall ieJget . the <

I I l

children and go with me to haul water* I t will/ be a new
experience for us a l l and maybe you won*t feel/so badly."

I I

I took my six months old baby in my arms and tH/e other

children and went with him. «<e, drove out into the tank

and filled up our barrels aal then spoke to tne team to

pull out. The team could not budge the wagon,. We were

stuck bard and/ fast in the'bog.j Mr, Dodson Tried and ,

tried to help tlTe mules.. The oldest boy got! out and

they pushed and pushed, nothing doing, the (wagon would

/not move. The oldest boy waded out. Mr. Dodson carried

the rest or us out in his arms one a t a ' t in», When we

were a l l on that cold dam around the tank si t t ing, freez-?

ing, 4Sr» Dodson went for his coudin -to help him ouTt of

the bog. tfe got home at sundown with one-4alf barrel of

water, hungry, cold, dir ty , and mad a l l through.
children sided with their papa and wanted

there wps nothing I could do but cry and

wanted to .be with my family. >Mr, Dodson

stay so

stay on i f I

lad to tote us

out of more than one bog es the years went by«Y
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I had one l i t t l e boy who was not stout and/the

doctor said ha must eat meat. • B&s father Wit him

there was no neat in tfyis* .country only pj«k./ Pork

did not sound good to ^on.so every mdrning for months

he got t>ut of bed and /grabbing t&k stick horse he would

say "Here I go back tp the gpod country where I can eat

meat."

; I allowed ttayl)e//€his country would improve/ on

acquaintance* I ^o£ed so, at least , for with wagging

my baby around/in my-arms a l l the time and having the

other children fo3/lowing me,for I was afraid to leave

them a]

a bi t happy,

a mix te for fear of the wolves, I was not

:ept my children wrapped up different

to what they, do/now or I am tel l ing -you we would a l l

have frozen to/death* We came mighty neer doing i t

anyway*

Once after the children started to school—the

two oldest—"ttie others went with their father to the

orossroada for something and there came up> the biggest

slow storm I had ever seen.. I t was so dark that I
\
\

lighted a lantern so as to help them a l l find their
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way home, knowing'pretty sure Pappy would go by for the

children on his way home—which he did—but he got stuck

in a snowdrift right close to a neighbor's home. The

children a l l got out and went in there to spend the night

but tfee" oldest boy and his dad came on home to me knowing

I was alone* . ^ e boy and his father;got separated and the

boy got home first* He reached tbs <koor and knocking on

it ,he cried "Mammy,are you here and alive?" I opened the

door. He threw his arms around me am said "Ohl thank God,

* thank God you are a l l right but I must go find Pappy, he

i s ' l o s t . " He had only to go a littfLe way unt i l he found

him. Pappy*s hands ware frozen and a l l the wild cattle ).

for miles around-drifted around' the house for protection.

There were forty head in my back yard and -fcn my back porch.v

When'we got to where we could have a buggy and a surrey

we felt like we were coming on, really getting into society.

, There was no social l i fe except family reunions a t Christ-

' mas time, fourth of July picnics, damp meetings in the
• * * •

r Summer, and school entertainments every Friday. There were

spelling matches and ciphering matches every Friday during
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the three months of school in which young and old took

part al ike. They trere fun. Picnica and fish-fries in

Sunnier, too; I never liked\fish but usually trailed

along for I did\ not i»i8h to etay home alone. I do not ,

^now\if tastingWhe ^ l t y , b i t t e r water o\f Boggy kepi me

' l i '" •- \ ' '̂  " ' '
here or not but heie I am and a l l my children are married

ound; \
and living around;so we are Oklaaomans*


