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Zaidee B. Bland,

Investigator, »

August 17, 1937.

Interview with P. K. Morrill,
Altus, Oklehoms.

The Experience of Eringing the white Man's
Law into Oklshama,

I was born in Illinois, my mother being the first re-
corded white birth in that State. From there I moved to
Alabama,

I was the first (founty Judge of Kiowa County. I had
a background of politics in my family for they had lived for
a generation solely to expound Democratic principles, so .I
thought from the arguments thut went on in my father's and
grandfather's home continually. There were lawyers in every
gemeration clear back to the old country and not one thing
was ever disassed before me ut the law.

| When the advertisemsnt of the opening of land to settle-
ment by drawing in Oklshoma appeared I ceme over to E1 Reno
and registered for 1land.

I came on down to Kiowa County to look around and opened .
up an ~office to mactice law. Every judge, policeman and
everyone else that represented law and order were appointed
by the President. It was a hard combination to fight for

justice,
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The first case I :ad of any prominence was for
Lone Wolf's young men. 4n Indian lo%gs races more than al- -
most anything and a horse that can winsbout every race is
almvst 'deified by the Indians. These braves of Lope .olf
ﬁad an old paint horse that was pretty well known among
"all the Indians for he couid outrun about anything on four
legs.

Sometime in the fall before the fair %f 1900 this horse
disappeared. Séarch as they would no trace of the horse
could be fourd. xs the Indians gatiered for the Fair in
Hobart the horse was found or the streets of Hobart nitched
to a delivery wagon. The Indians recognized him at once and
laid clainm to him vut aé he was claimed to be owned by a
white man there was nothing doing. 0¢ld Lone 'i0lf got an
interrreter and came and laid the case before me. :te gave a
perfect description of <he horse all right but there seemed
no mark or brqu on the horse that he could prove identifi-
cation by. “

I'said how come no brand. The Indian explained, "Horse
jump when hot iron. touch and Lrand 8light - only show when ;

grass short in the spring. i in &n C on right hip. Lorse &

out one time on wire. Little long scar where neck joins body -
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slight worm scar on left leg.” I made out _apers and
summoned them all to aépaar in court on a certain dey.
The white men and Indians were all there. The white
men sSwore there was not a mark or brand of any name or
nature on the horse, that he was a white man lorse-raised
by white man. ‘he horse was more-white than any other
color and "White lan™" happened to te whet the Indians
talled the horse so when the white men called the horse
"White Fan"1 could not nmake the Indians understand. I
asked that the horse be brought ts the court for evidence
and the judge and juriors all cemeidown onto-the court
house steps to look at the horse. The white men claimed
no markg or vrands at all and the lndians claired a brand
and two scars that showed in short grass time. .nhen the
horse wes .rought I sent.for a varber and told the Indian
to put his finger where the brand should .e. .ithout
hesttating, the Indian stepped out and placed his finger
on three separate places on the horse,

I ordered the barber to take the clippers amd clip
the hair but nothing showed so I told the barber to shave

the places the Indian had indicated. .hen the spots were
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shaved thnere werse thé brand and scars as plain &as could
be, just as the Indian said. +«e gave the horse to the
Indians and they cleaned up every race during the fair.

Thet rlaced me in good with Lone w»olf and he invited
me to come out and hunt or fish o. !lis place at an; tine.
The first time I went out to hu % Lone «0lf came out and

_

stood ard looked at me a little and, crossing his right
arm across his chest, swept it out frem his body with a
swee-ins gesture and said, ".hite man shoot oirds n¢ shoot
COW., White man caten fish with line no dip up with cloth.”

I went out fishing at :lomalty once and the Indians came
to me with a tale that twoe Indiais, Luwming ixird and Loyote
=111, had traded wives esnd thet I should do soumething about
it. I went to see them and asked abogt it. 'They acknowledged
it and asked, "It against wnite pan law to swap wives:" I
explained that it was. Tlhey safg, 4ll right, we ir.de back,"
and did. N\_

As the first election was approaching we decided trat

we might as well-cegin to line the voters up, never doubting

but what the whole county would go Hepublican for all the
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excursions filad been run in on the trains from the north and
i
such had drawn the land as we supposed., (reat was our sur-

prise to find it Democratic. lany had just comé over the

350

line from Texas and registered so we Democrats were jubilant.

‘The Republicans pulled & big barbecue and made a speech

to the Indians <nd told them they were american citizens now

and must be sure and come to the polls and vote, but we Demo-

crats went to them and told tner if they voted they would

have to work the roads. .- Zoth the Democrats and the Republi-

cang got an interpreter and made steeches cortinually to the

Indians amd there was more than oie fight - I barely escaped

.geveral.

I am a small man comrared with the most of the big western

men who settled this country. I wore & brown derby and vefore

the campaign was over my enecies had ceased to use my name at

all, merely referring to me as the brown derby.

There was only one box where the Indians were likely to

vote very strong. The Repu.licens had gone among the Indians

!

emd taught then the ore ford Republican and told them to be

sure and say the one word only when asked how they wanted to

vote. #hen election day came the Democrats advertised a
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barbecue so far away irom tre box where the I.dians would
nave to vote that they could not possibly attend the barbe-
cue and vote, too. .e also sent a few cowboys out to the
Indien box to act a little craz; and shoot off a few ristols
into the air. I think there were three Indian votes polled.

Fire was the thing we feared most in t.ose early days.
None of these western owns‘had a sufficient water supply
for years and I hiave seen a fire sfart and .irn a strip
rrom one end of trne tow. to the other vefore it would turn
itself out.

Cluim juricrs gave us a lot or .ad deels. -~ man would
come in from away off toward the mourtain with ancther's team

’

perbaps and his papers and claim he_hgd-uougﬁt the fellow
out amd thet zhe éissing man rnad _one hack nc:.e whefg/;: caﬁe
from. It took us some time to tuw le {6 “he fact that the
missing man had been murdered and longer still to get & suf-
ficient law force to hunt for clues wuntil we found that the
guilty parties :.i ht .e punished.

I remember once a .an came in to have his transaction

recorded who never aroused the least bit of suspicion for

he said his landlord had gone back East to spend the holidays
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and simply decided to remair and had the letters to show.
&oée than two years later a buriper crop was made and the
go-called owner hed to hire some men to go out and help
gather the crop. Cne of the hired men loved to hunt and
while away over in the mouuntains Le came across a skeleton
that some wild aniral rad dug out ol e shallow grave. Ee
came to town and re.orted it before he told anyone else.

By proper in%esti;ation we found who the ran was and forced
a confession. Justice is soretimes very tardy in a new
country and lots of crimes were committed that perhaps

were never brougnt to light.



