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Investigator, Nettie Cain,
Cetoder 21, 19..7.
Interview with Minnie Monshee. D

Loldenville, Lilg ome -

hY

Minnie Monahée, Creek Iudiag'mwas b:orn May 20, 1894,
pesr Okmulges across the Deep Fo;'k: Riv.er'on the old
Monahee l;omatoad. This plece is now known as Tiger Flat.
Rachel C, Cheoote, Creek Indian, was born neer Okmlgee,
Indian Territory, March 14, 1869. Her Indian namé was
"Chutke,” meaning “Little."” Her father was éeotgh-lr;;h.
Chief Semusl Checote was born in the Chq_iﬁahoocrn;o

-

Valley in slabame in the early 1800's and Gams o the indiaﬁ
Territory in 1829 with his parents. "‘

Chief Samuel Checote. was a descendant of Chief Osceols of
Floride. He was the son of an Englishman, a trader, named
Powell. : K

Osceola was & great uncle to Rachel chocoto.‘ His mother,
Sallie Merie, was the daughter of a Chief va;n; she was very
small in atsture. Osceola lived with his parents in Florida
and later moved to Georgia where he lived untid 18325 when the

Creek Indians moved to tho Indian Territory.
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~——_ He lived until ke was cimost twelve years old in the
Creek Confederacy of Oesorgia.

Osccola was known as.the "Rising Sum,” a Chief and a
heyo for the Seminole Indians of Florida., His carrisge was ’
erect and he was quick in motion; hie youthful mind received
a doep and lasting impression from Tecumseh, hxs.toacner.

Chief Sam Checote, while in iladama, attended aschool in
a Methodist Mission at the age of nine years. Aafter he came

- %0 the Indien Territory he continued his education until 18385.
'The town Checotsh wes nemed in his honor.

Samuel Checote was slected Chief before the Civil ¥ar.
During the Civil War he was cormander of the First Creek
regiment and was & lieutenant colonel. One of the most
ploturesque happenings in the Indian Territory was participated
in by Colonel Checote and his first Creek regimsnt, which
formed a part of the first Indian Cavalry Brigade of the
Confederats srmy.

In 1867, Samxel Checote was eleated first Constitutional
Chief of the Lreek Nationﬁ. The Crecks adopted s written

Constitution, acoording to which a Chief was elected to aerve

2
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four years. In 1878 Checote was elected Firat Conatitutional
Chief of the Creek Nation, which held i%s annusl General
Assembly in Okmulges. Thers were present thirty-four
delsgates representing 10,000 Indians, .

Racﬁol-Chocoto, daughter of the Principal Chief lived
with her father about one mile west of Okmlgee near Newtown,
and attenfied school at the Tallahassee Mission, which was known
as s }Manuel Labor Boerding School end which was conducted
in the Creek Nation between 1880 and 1887 whan Mrs. A. E. ¥,
Robertson was prineipal. The mission burned one winter
befors the term was finished and Rachel Checote later entersd
school at the Presbyterien Mission under Miss Alice Robertson.

In 1885 Miss Alice Hobertson took some Indian students,
both girls and boys, to Carlisle Institute at Carlisls,
Penngylvania, Rachel bein~ one of those taken.

By vote of the Indian council these certein bdoys anda
girls were selected to attend the school at Carlisle for
three years.

chinrichocoto went to visit Rachel while returning from

washington, D, C., where he had gone to attend to affairs of
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the Creok Nation., Afteyr three years in school Miss Checote

returned to Okmulgee to attend the funeral of her father

[ 2N

_ who '15 buried a mile west of Okmulgee.

Miss Checote attended school at Harrell Institute )

in Muskogee vhen Mr. T. F.Brewer was the 'a)xperintend,on’c. >

After her father's death Rachel was left with very little

money snd 1t was quite had for her $o go to school, 2
In 1899 she taught ao\x{gl at Nuyaka Mission and afgex.

teaching one yeer in 1890 sl® ~es married to John ionahee,

AR

b ]

They had one daughter, Minnie. .
& N

Rasschel Chécote Monshee was amployed in the House of .

W
e

Kings snd wes Secretary to the Distrist Judge for e yesr or
two, later teaching school et Welsotka where she taught the-
Indians of Alabama Town. She moved to Holdemville in 1898
" end began teaching meéar Little River. She taught the
Ind{ans who lived near the place which was known as Tulsa Town,
The Methodist Church at Checoteh was founded or organized
by Sam Cheeot®. The Reverend M. L, Checote was a nep:a and
the Reverend Seam J. Checote was a grand-son of “hf'sf Samuel

Checota,
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Rachel Cheocote Monahee later joined the Baptist Church
and was a missionary to the Florida Seminole in the civer-
glades. She spent several months 1n~tho Everglades with
Mrs. Alice B. Devis and th§ Reverend r. A. F. Goat.

It ﬁa very hard for the Seminole children in the ’
Florida Everglades ¢o learn Bidble verses because they spoke
only in the Creek langusage.

Note : { lhe spelling of .onahee in this mmnuseript should

doubtless be ..onchwee. .achél _hecote Moa.hwee
is now cdeceased _d. |



