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¢ Interview with James Douthit,
223 South Secondysq Muskogee, Okla home ,

The 014 Line Road
from
Ft. Smith to South West City, Oklahoma.

This roed began st Fort Smith end eroased the
Aikanaaa river st Van Buren on the ferry before the
first bridge was built and went north through Van
Buren o 01d Log Town. This town obtained its
§§gb because all the houses and business places
were built out of loéé. This town was not located
in heavy timber but was built on 8 sandy hill where
grew scrubdy ceder trees.

The next atage stop was Cedarville rad from
therw the xoal west to Retional dem which crossed
Sig Lee’s creek and over the Bogton Houniéins.
dow to Kvansville. From there it next went to
old Duteh Town which is Duteh Mills today. In this
town Mr. Febber had a blackamith shop., He ﬁs an

old tiwmer of this vicinity, Mr.Kimbrough ran theé
genersl msrchandise stors amd an old fiour mill

wes Jo-sted here. The burrs of tts flour mill that

ground the wheat were molie 6: the native rccke This
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mill was owned by Bill Whitaker and was a steam mill
and fired by wood. The Indisns and ofﬁ settlers
brought their wheat to this mill.

This roed crossed Sugar Hill andgfr?m there ment
to sh inland town by the name of Summers, -waich town
was named after sn old settler by this name. (Mr.
Wedber mede turning plows for the farmers gf that
vicinity.) The next stage stop wes GCineinnati, enother
inland town which was cuite 8 menufacturing town.
The. J. Osts wagon was built at Cincinﬁati. This wegon
weg mede of better timber than tﬂey can obtaiﬁ todey.
This factory elso built stage coashes u£;ch were used
on the ol¢ Line rosd, which is called the Militery
trail today. And in this town was & tannery, that
tanned hides of all kinds. The boys of thst vyﬁinity
were given work stribping.bark off the red oak trees.
The baxk was stscked in piles to sesson, and when
it w3s dry, the strips wore ground %o & powder which
they used at the tannery. The leather pro@uced by
this method was much dbetter and would:wcar longoi

than what they have todsy. (Dutch Tewn rechived its
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name from a settlement of black Dutch. Mr. Seay
and Mr, Goddard were prominent among the IDutch.

This old Line road passed through the disputed
strip which was settled in 1877, through Siloam
Springs to South ¥est City which is in Arkansas,
Missouri, and Oklahcnma, 3

At Dutch Mills the road turned west domn
Barren Fork creek, across the country near where
Baron stetion is now, eand went in a northwesterly
direction to near Proctor, then went on to near where
Christie is, and vhere then was a toll gate.

There we1;e two weys to go to Tahlequah~-the one
over the Mountain was the west road, going down Barren
Fork creek and emexging on s Mountsin near Boudinot .
Springs. Here was the Boudinot ford on the Illinois
river and fram there it went on into Tahlequah. The
road out of Tahlequeh ran in & southweaterly course
to what was knowmn as the Limestons Gap and on to a
station known as Bayou which was & stage stop. From
then on the sams course right directly in front of s
the Military cemstery on the north side into Fort

Gidbson.



