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_ ¥RS. DeHe MAFPATT | '

% & biographic sketch

from a personal interview with %ths subject
{1711 South Gary Avenue, Tulsa, Uklahoma)

o

/‘- -
Mrs. D. H. Hof€att is.the dsoghter of Thomas,y*t“hétt“ﬁuf- -

‘ fington of -Tinita, lea%gpa, last chief of the Cherokeese

.“& <

Thomas Mitchell 3uffin;%on vas bo;q%near estville, )

adair Gounty, in the old Going Smske aisBrigt,Yctober 19,

1855. . Thé log cebin in which he was porn is still standing ‘

Y

but rs. Moffett has never seen it snd was unaole 10 give its % .

«~

. ’ "t 33 52‘- M R o
locations .e is the son of zzekiel Baffimzton who came b

.
) " L S -

Indian Territoxg frof Seorgiﬁ’aegégéﬁgéto the bestedf .Yse

&
4 .

¢

- £ . :
Hoffatt's knowledge, ‘one of the 014 Settler Cherokeess

«

i

efore his election.as-chief in 18%Y r. Suffington was
- i

¢

presdédent of the . herokee senates e wus’'electen judgé of tné

» % .
Jelawere district in 18v1, ..ernnc two years. - ¢ then was

3 -

elected to the \berokee senste .in *.3 whére he serv.d w0 years.
he represented thé CHerokde 3ation at-usshington, D.C., for

one year, about '9b or 'vs, then wss eleciea circait judee

of the northern districté of the osherokee lation for four yearse

-

. 1
Then in 'Y9 he wus elected chief and served until the tridal
, : /
orgenization was abandoned prepsratory to statehoods .

]



-3 - 9

CuRuIONIAL GRUUKDS
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Indian ceremonizls are still held et «hiitveoak, wboout

eightieen miles wvest of Vinita. Snawnee:, Usages, Pawnees, and

BT o s \
variogb other tribes participstes =« s.ace about a quarser of
\ ‘ *

ure that

s . T
& >locdk in extent is clesred wiid it is. &n this -=ncloe

13

the da?cing beres plases. Jurvle ciells contziming erticles

that will rattle «re tied to the snkles of the aencine Inaianss
Within the cleared spuaCe is s hu e iron zettle containins corn

-

. -
T

meal mush from which as. they dance tliey frequertly take up s

hendful and est ity «ll the wiiile sirging t.eir weird chants.

A : L) ‘
such a ceremonlsl ususlly lasts about four cays.
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Shief Juffington «.¢ two of his children received a}llote

meubse. .is two younger children,- "toeo latesi™ receiv.a nonee.
-~ - . ’ b ]
that of Jrief ‘Juffington auuw roe .offailt were along “ustang

Creek 1: «raig Youanty, sooubt ten or fifteon mileo southeest

of Tinifu. The otlier dsuaghter's zllotrent wes uloue 'ira
r/
Cr~ek in ~ogers County ana is still in her posession. /
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