DORSEYY, TGM, INTERVIEN
9/2/9

197

INDEX CAFDS

¥ail routes
-Schools==Chickasaw Nation
Hogs--Chickasaw lation
Gaxpe-Chiskasew letion
Outlaws=eChickasaw Nation
Thenmes, Eeck ‘
Parmits--Chickasaw
Leasing==(hickagaw Nation



DORSRTT, TOM. IRTERVIEW

J12 £
Warren D. Morse '
Field Worker )
May 21, 1937 ‘ 198

Interview with My. Tom Dorsett
Born 1888, Waurikas, Oklshoma.
Pather-A. Y. Dorsett

I ceme in a covered wagon to Cortney f1et in

2
P

1876, ‘They hed a little/ post office at this place.

. Cortney Flats was 2 flat about two miles wide ang
| sight miles long i'n the bend of Red River and‘just
at‘aovq the mouth of Mud Creek.

There was one store and post office here, by
Je Ae Fowler, wlio\now }ivos'in OCklehoma City. Toq,d
ownﬁd end ran the firgt gin.

¥e roceﬁe"& our mail from 01d épaniah Fort on
hora.eback, then went from here to Dosk's Store over
on.’vuld Forse Creek. | '

our schools were ell by aubacripti.om lfeig.hbors
built the school houses out of -old 1gs. They were
one room with no ﬂ7/oors. The c@y was made of
mud. For benches /éhey went out and found large logs,
 split these, the;x made legs out -of smaller limba and,
believe me, ihes, seats got hard before the day wes
over. They had/séhool about four mohths during th
yesr. / o

/ .
Some people think the Indians were on the war



path at that time, and very iild. They were pot. Most ,
of the Indians were to the west of us. They were the
Com;i§hed end Kiowes./

There were no bég farms. We didn't need them.
Hogs ran everhere. All we had to do wes step out and
kill,;ur meat any time we wanted it. Turkeys roosted
in trees’juat'like chickens,

There were no roads., You could ride forty miles
?ithout ecrossing a roé%f I rode from Cortney Flats é;
Addington one time and didn't cross any roads.

Moat of the pecple around there were or had been
into trouble and settled in the Indien Territory to
escape the law. They bad settled down to mske peaceful
citizens. They were good hearted, and would do anything
in the . world for you.

Oh, we had one gang with us. Heck Thomas, & Us Se

 deputy, was sent in to keep order. That was before

Ardmore was thers. The Lee boys had killed -the Roif

boys, then Heck Thomas killed the Lee boys. Other U. S.

'mershals were Jesu Juan, Bill Mc Elmore,_and McKay.

Al Jennings ren with Heck Thomas. We had picnics
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and Heck came and captured all the "whisk.oy. He
would give it to us to drink. Ve d;‘ank but never
got drunk.
8 . ‘
Heck Thomas killed George Doolin.
. '

Thers was one geng ﬁat no one ever crossed--not
even the U. S. mershals. It was the Sam Herrel gang
‘and Stanleys. | The rangers had run them out of Tm’:as.
There were John, Tom, and Bill Stanley. All of these
had made a ¢rop, then went to 014 Spenish Fort and
mortgaged the whole. thing, When time ceme to gsther
it they sent word down there to the holders to come
-and teke it over if they felt like it. WQll,.tl’xey
didn't come out. They moved back in towerd the
river and camped at the old rock c_ro:sing. :‘ There
wore Gus Stenley, Henslow, and Kenshaw. Wh{}en they
got resdy to leave.Athay’ rounded up a bunck (%of cattle
belonging to men around there. — \

¥hen they were told they had cattls the\iﬁ didn't
belong to them they said, "We know we have b’t\zt Sust ‘
try.end teke them." Ko ome tried ;u efther.

They want out to Wyoming end hed a falling out

' }
amng themselves snd most of them were killed.

« |
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I heard Sem Harrel say that he end Gué Stanley
killed fifty-two Mexicans before breskfast one morning.

Whew I left Cortney Flats I went to Ryam, from
Ryan to Ringling, and from Ringling to0 Wauriks.

The following atatement fs copy of registratio{
given to My, Dorsett' father for grazing: /

This is to certify that I have pcmedﬁ&b We

Dorsett 25 cents for rogiatra%n, he bei duly o “

~

amploysd by uaﬁflda Criene for the tem / twelve months -
from dste. Given under my hend this Mgfi/'ch 10, A./, D.
1876. X : : ‘
G. Hi Law & Cleir [7]

To C. Co N[ 7]

.

Ae We Dorsett
Regigtered

March 10, 1876 P
, h “
You see these leaéea wers given in ten year

pcrioda. It every rqquirement was ms$, wcould nlease ‘

- 248

[uc- /

for another period ind not have to pay an extra tex on -

//

.
When I first knew Suggs he had only about two’

our stock,

/

L)
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hundred heed of cattle. He was considered the biggest

rancher hers then.

Supplementsry statemsnt by Warren D. uoraezq

In territory days, white people wers mot allowsd
to graio cattle on this Inéian land. In order to use
this grazing lend they hed to secure a permit. Then
a certein portion of this land was under jurisdiction
of an Indisn: If a white man could get en Indian to
claim him he could run cattle here. When this heppened
the Indlen would issus a certificate of registration
ahouibg\that the white men had paid forihis permit.
The whita\man could look to the Indian for protection.
In other words it was something like adoption into
the tribe. 1: they had no registretion receipt, the
militis cogéd and would run them out,.

In fhis case Mr. Dorsett!s lend was held by en

{

o/ )
- Indign lady.
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