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I .ceme to Oklshoma when Dad moved\ESEﬁiae oouhty,_Téxaé.

I orossed thz rigyer north of Gainesvi;ie\}nzz wagon.'
%e had-to follow an old worn-out‘tr#il over'the\iqggh:land
and still rougher when Re got ta the mountains. Tﬁe}e\l had

u{ ,."

to hook bath teams to one Wagon énd went right over the tpp.
It took longer to get over th@ mountains, or almost aa long ’j
es it did to drive from the river to the mounseins.. ¢
4t thet time the ferries were made out of logs &nd werq/
Ffla't,,raft--like, no motor-power or horse-power. We drove r
our tams';on to the ferry znd & mn paddled behind canose
qugion, howevc:,_the’Wgshita wasn't very wide at that pléce.
I’Qent on until I came to Peuls Valley, 1t was just & bo#rd
town. I wentoout morth and a lit'tle éast of Pauls Valley and
started a ferm, tgbugh I had'very\little to ferm with. :I had
to build & house, so I made it.a helf-dug-out, with oot#onu"
wood logs for the part that extended above the ground. | '
Xy fathéi-in-law, Kr. Tﬁompson, wanted me to go héul hés

cottonseed from Rosedele over across the Cansdian River, He

tcld me to be careful in crossing the river,'as we had to

ford 1t then. I drove down to the edge of the water., No ohe

was there to help me aeross, &s he hed sald thereawould ve.
» 1

g8 I sat there twg hours or more, I waan?t used 40 . .-
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nuddy streams axd In thought the river was up. Soon a man,
%Itoldhhudho told me fto follow him. I kept 1naightothi-sm
zum he would go down stream,then sig seg here and there, Ho oxplaine
od to me that he had to do this to keep out of the holes if you g9 m

om of those you would bo down in quick sand and go under,

; Another time two of us wers driving soms cattle aercss tp- P

It wes the first time I tried crossing on a horn. The man tpld me %

follow him. He thought I was close by. When I went into th# water

was pretty deep and mf head got to awimiﬂg. Well I deuld AZQ foll
]
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and got him in one of the pools. I wemt down clear to my uldor ’
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h.'m, 1 though my horse was going away from him so I jorkoa

‘this man happensd $o0 look-bask and yollod to me to drop the rﬁm
;1ook up and the horse would bring me out. I did that wid wis saved.
A dostor drovo his team in the miver and lost buggy md 1
m horun diod, standing up just their hesds tho'd.xg.
- T bad thres children, T wanted 4o ‘put 4n school and as the
%,nom in reach of me, I got some more people 1nt,‘rutod in t;utl ng e
Eschoo'l. We out logs snd took them to & nw';y saw mill, had
hudo into boards. Every ons nsar told me I had better let them dry
before T started building, These boards were mads out of ccbfomwood.
?Voll I did not listen when I should have., I nnt ahead and built the
uhool house, After it was thers a vhilo tho bouda varpad,
ii was the tom looking thing you sYer saw, . .
; A that tim we hed to uko our cotton phnhn. We took & keg,

E«od holes Around the sides nuzj the bottom Jaounted this 70 it would --

«

m-. 'r. K, Johnson, case ri ug up and asked ms what the trouble was. |
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turn on & pd.vot und phud it on sled, 'hcn the horss pulled the ;
sled this keg turned ever and over end vin. it was & very mtotul -
way but the seed was put zn ‘the ground, We did an our plovivg vith
& doubl.o nhonl aad G'nuu stook, all wilking, ,
X mubor the first eultivator I uud. My fathereinelaw told
e h,ud bad plowed ail his corm with it and told me to take it over and
plow mine, He seid every thing was sll set and ell I had to do vas
stg;‘t right in, (WollfI took 1t,ovog. The @n thing completely
tovered one row or tiu'ough of »y eorn. I wig worried io was the team, ’
I kept yelling st thon I had decided if I ever got back tothe othor ond
vould go back to tho double shovel. I was mrly to tho end when I
| looked up and saw my neighbor sitting on his horse watching me. Kc.
hollersd at me, "John do you nesd any help?” If you do not mind, X
vill show you soms thing about that thing! He junped off his horse and
.looked at the plows. He told me that they were set too deep. He set
the left hend plow ind‘dro'vo the to;m about e hundred Best. This was
throwing dirt ta the corn verynice. He then set the right one like -
the left. Ho told ne to tie the linu together and let them be loose
around my waist and talk to the team quietly. I did snd had no more
trouble with tht; cu_ltivaior. Right then that man taught me some thing
about plowing. It takes different setiing of plows in ditforon't toﬁ-

N\ S ,
= They did not have any suctions &t the gins, we carried the cotton
Jup to the stends in backets. A 'man tramped the ootton in the pross.
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