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My parents (ied when I was young. I wes born et Fort
Gibson. I lert Fort Gibson when a young boy. I wes only
sbout five years old when the Civil Wer broke out,

J have 1ived most of the time in and sround Henna.

When I was grown, I married a full-blood Cresk Indiem
girl, I am of Cherokee and Mexicen blood,

We raised two sons. My wife died before the boys
were grown. She got her u11§tment of tend, 1 live now
on the 1and which was her allotment. We bu.iH. a houwse t;p

>

on the h}ll but that burned down som time ago.

The boys and I moved down into this Y1ttle log houﬁu..
I have 1ived here &all the time, I sent the boys to
Mekasuka Seminole School and when they rihiahed there 1
sent them to the Carlisle School in Pennsylvania., I gave
them good oduoationn.\ )

I 414 not go to school, I on'y went o. few nonths
to the Mekasuka school, I did not want to go,but one  me
J. 8. Murrow enrolled me in school at Memphis, Tennesses,
when I was a young man but I did not want to go, mso 1
ran away, went over into the Seminole Netion end steyed

8 long time before I retumed.

J. 8, Murrow was a fine msn, He was founder of

316



MOORE, JOHN. INTERVIENW. 7661

3.
the Bacone orphanage home in Muskogee. This orphanage was
first at Atoka, then was moved to Muskogee.

I have 1ived here in this place on the South Canadian
River for fifty years. There is an Indian stomp ground
near where 1 live, It is cal\ed"Padonta11a‘Hossa“ which
means "Tiggr Stomp ground.* ?he'boys used to go up there
at night and "isten for a spirit thet was wetching the
ground and if they heard a noise they would run as fast
as they coulds I have gone with them.

When I wes younger I would go to the dances they
would have there, They ealso played Indian bsll. This
ground paéia pole about tﬁirty feet high and has the
gkull of a horse on top of that, They have to knock the
bell with & club and hit this skull with the ball, I
don't know just how the game is played I have never
pleyed with them.

One time-~this has been a long tims ago--there
were two fellows who came through this country befére'
theres were apyrrailroadg or telephones. They tock a
peir of mules from one of the men and carried them over
into the hills in Arkansas. I got on a horse and followed

them and in a few days I found both mules and brought/
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them home but we did 'mot catch the men.‘ Then, a shar$
ﬁzime after that, two men robbed s bank at Caswell end
some men got out to catch them. I wes one of them. 1
arrested both men & few days lster and held them in my
home unt}l the law could come get them, The next morn-
ing after I had caught these men one of them got away.
‘I cixained one to the bed post and went to catch the other
one, I finally caught him and returned home with him and
| held both of them prisoners until the sheriff could get
theré., |

'fhgre were no prisons here then and these men were

Vel

gent to Leavenworth, Kansas, for fifty years.

k]

Ceptein W, G. Grayson was our Chief at one time.
He was alao the interpreter for the Creek tribes as were
L. C. i’erryman and Joe Perrymen.

Pleasent Porter was the best chief we ever had.

4

He wes & man who was never too busy to telk to you if

Vad

you went to his offic‘e\'qr home’_ He was just as nice to
the poor or conl_;lox; people‘ as he%waa to the wealthy. Chief
Portér would take you info his home and feed you. He
‘never felt that he wes any better than the average person,

My wife's grandmother Sarkanarke Kunbhouteds'
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huskanud wes g captain in the Southern Army in the Civil
War. I remewber when Sam Checote was elected Chief., Theé

first oil well I remember was near Tulsa. I wes working

on the Texas chttle ranch when this well was brought in,.



