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My parents 0 ied when I « u young. I was born e t Fort

Gibson. I l e f t Fort Gibson when a young boy. I was only

about f i v e years o l d when the C i v i l War broke o u t .

I have l i v e d moat of the timo In and around Henna.

When I was grown, I married a f u l l - b l o o d Creek Indian

g i r l . I am of Cherokee end Mexican b lood .

We r a i s e d two s o n s . My wife d ied before the boys
*

were grown. She got her allotment of lend. I l i v e now

on the land *hich was her allotment. We bui l t a house up
>

on the h i l l but that burned down ao» time ago*

The boys and I moved down Into th i s l i t t l e log houat..

I have l ived here all the time. I sent the boys to

Mekesuka Seminole School «nd when they finished thf-re 1

sent them to the Carl is le School in Pennsylvania. I gave

them good educations.

I did not go to school. I on^y went a few ruonths

to the Mekasuka sohool. I did not went to go,but on* time

J. S. Murrow enrolled me in school at Memphis, Tennessee,

when I was a young man but I did not want to go, so I

ran away, went over into the Seminole Nation end stayed

a long t in* before I returned.

J, S* Murrow was a f ine man* He was founder of
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the Bacone orphanage home i n Muskogee. This orphanage was

f i r s t at Atoka, then was moved to Muskogee.

I have l i v e d here i n t h i s p lace on the South Canadian

River for f i f t y y e a r s . There i s an Indian stomp ground

near where I l i ve . I t i s calledTecontena Rossa" which

means "Tiger Stomp ground." The boys used to go up there

at night and Msten for a spirit that was watching the

ground and i f they heard a noise they would run as fast

as they could. I have gone with them.

When I was younger I. would go to the dances they

would have there. They also played Indian bal l . This

grouna has a pole about thirty feet high and has the

skull of a horse on top of that. They have to knock the

ball with a club and hit this skull with the ball . I

don*t know just how the game-is played I have never

pieyed with them.

One time—'this has been a long time ago—there

were two fellows who came through this country before

there were any railroads or telephones. They took a

pair of mules from one of the men and carried them over

into the h i l l s in Arkansas. I got on a horse and followed

them and In a few days I found both mules and brought
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them home but we did 'not c a t c h the men. Then, a short

time a f t e r t h a t , two men robbed a bank at G e s v e l l and

some men go t out t o c a t c h them. I was one of t h a n . I

arrested both men a few days l a t e r and h e l d them i n my

home u n t i l the law could come g e t than. The next morn-

ing a f t e r I had caught t h e s e men one of them got away.

I chained one to the bed p o s t and went to catch the o ther

one. I f i n a l l y caught him and returned home wi th him and

held both of them prisoners until the sheriff could get

there,

There were no prisons here then and. these men were

sent to Leaveriworth, Kansas, for f i f ty years.

Captain W. G* Grayson was our Chief at one time.

He was alao the interpreter for the Creek tribes as were

L. C. Perryman and Joe Perryman.

Pleasant Porter was the best chief we ever had.

He was a man who'was never too busy to talk to you if

you went to his office 'or home. He was just as nice to

the poor or common people as he was to the wealthy. Chief

Porter would take you into his home and feed you. H«
4

never fe l t that he was any better than the average person.

My wife's grandmother;3arkanarke Kunbhoute%?
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husband was a captain in the Southern Army in the. Civil

War. I remember when Sam Cheoote was elected Chief. Thi

.first oil well I remember was near Tulaa. I was working

on the Texas cattle ranch when this well was brought in.


