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INTERVIEW WITH -
Bird Doublehesd '
. By Le W, Wilson . . ' ’ : \
- Field VWorker

Mr, Doublehesd has enawered the questions end states 5s followa:

I 40 not know hiw old I em other than what some of my relatives have told

@’“" tor my parents died when I was just a small beabes I had an old Aunt, end
} ghe told me thaet I wam dorn in<the Saline distriet "mesning that he was born.in
;\Mayea County, Oklahova near ths town of Salina, Oklehoma,” ' ®

I¢ was {n the ye:r that the ‘into;.' tribal psace conference was held at Tahe
lsquah, Indian Territory in the year of 1843, She toh} me that it was in tﬁ!s
year that tweniy-thr? different tribes of Indians u? roproaaﬁtod' at this peace
gonferenacea. I am a txrll blood Western Cherokee Indian, could not takk the English
language uhtil I wae £ fteep.years old. The information I have relative o my
parents is very meagar. “hen only a mere lad, a Mr, Alexander D. Wilson (son of
george and Ruthy ¥ilson) cm after ms up in the Saline district, and brought me to |
his farm on McClain Creek on Maymard Bayou e:st of Fort Gibson, Indi;:n Territory., |
This was in the yeer 1856, Alex father and mother died in 1850 and 1851 =nd was
buried an fh&s ferm. Gaorge was six;ty-rour yea:rs of age when he died and Rﬁthy
was about two years younger, <he Wilson;s were Cherokees, Alex the ome who came
after me, died in 1868, He belonged to the Masonic order. His wife's name
(Alex's wife) was Beckie, and within o year Alex's brother Arch Wilson, married
Alex's wido;'. It was while I wes with Alex these two years that I attended school,
This was the Wilach school end was on the Filson Parm looated about one mile east of
the house, It was an old log school house and the same is there no L@gggy. Arch
¥ilsan andl\ his uto,{ieokio and myself moved from the Wilson tarfn dovn on the Ille
inots river, in wbat is known as the Linder bend distrioct. (The Lewis Rogers farm
folay was the Wilsca fern)

I, L. W, Wilsom, ¥ield Work'g, visited the grave of George and Ruthy VWilson i
[ T——
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and their son Alecander D. %Wilson, which visit waa mado in a report to"‘)ttféa
offies. I know jshat the information as far as the dee\tha of tho V¥ilaon's are
concerned has been correctly stzted by Mre'Doublehcad. Se my repert on the visit
to these g;'avea. ’

FATHER~ Bird Boublehead. Bom in Georgis, ond first settled in Arkansas. 7
am't know the date of his birth or death.

KOTHER« First name unknown, last name Timson, was born in (Georgia and ﬁrst
éet’“led in J\rkansaa. ’

MIGRATION

The information that I have as to the xugratioi of my parents, who came yegt
from Georgia~ came on their om free will, and admofntion, paid their own ex-
penses and settled around the present tomn of Coml Hill south and east of the
;greaent tomn of Fors Smith, Arkensas. This removal from Geerzia to ATkansas wap.
ab(mt the year of 1815. Thpy remained there about thirtoe;n years thus and then

moving to the Indien Territory in 1828, and settled in the saline Distriet at

.vhich place I was borny My munt has toid me that later thess Western Cherokees
Eliko my parents were 1noro§sea with the Eastern Cherokess which came by verious
me;hods, and ways to the Indian Territory. *he told me they came here (meaning
the Rastern Cherokees) in 1837 and 38. ’

LIFE .ND CUSTOMS BRFCRC [HE CIVIL.WAR

The houses end schools were of log ceamstruction, with thached roof, Schools
were not much in evidence at the time I was a boy. The only school we had would bg
when some one took the notion that they wanted to build s school housé in some pare
‘ticular loculity, and went about to employ some Indien that ﬁs edue ted ba'ck east
to teach the achool, and all of the children that attended this school, theil pare
kenta would have to pay a doklar a month for each child sttending, and this would
iP&V the teacher.

L These privately owned schools houses and homes wers finally improved on snd
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the log houses or oabina took on punohecm floors matoad of dirt flooru, gi)d poo-
gibly one window with glasa 1natead of” no yindowa or pomsibly a shuttle window and
gtone fireplaces instead or the old stick ohimney,, and shake shingle roof inatead

ot thoae wviti straw and clap boards.

of course I was & kid up in what they aalled the Spavinaw hills, and later
| dom in the_oroek‘bggtomlong Mcl.ain;creak, and we had in this part of the country
‘lots of %14 g.me, wild berries end wild frults together with lots of different
kxinds of nuts. 6ur game was whbld pigeons, quail, deef, turkey, wild gats, panther,
b‘sar, mink, musa‘rata, foi, coyotes, squirrel and rabbits., Our wild berries were
\biackberries,. dewberriesa, strawberries, rwes, grapes, huckleberries, and
’p;\nns. Our nuts were the hickory-..m':xt, walnuts, chinequapins, and etxz.

" In the litble eiianngs around over the hills in the Saline Distriet we
would raise corn, maize, wheat, and some oats,

“e did not raise anything for rhe market, and we simply had to live at home
with what we had. Our bread was usually corn bread, ;nd to take the place of‘ lard
we used Canuchi, and the selt for our brecd we would get by taking the walteg from
8 slouzh which water contained salt, then boil the water away thus leavingA Just the
salt. The com was gpound a morter with a pestle. This morter was made by take
ing a log about four foot long stend it on end, end then dish 1t out on the uppe;'
end, in the fashion of a bowl, end jlace the corn in this bowl. The psstle at the
lower end wa; m.*.;n(fe to fit thg bowl or a litti.o smaller than the bowl, and the.
upper end was lax:gar', and mich hoa‘.v‘iar. With the dropping or pounding with this
nestle we w.uld crus:s our corms. After the corn was erushed we would run it through
a riddles The fine part of the corn that pssaed through fhe riddle was our meal,
the coarse part left in the riddle was our Oanhania or as you would call it, hominy

-

-
it ~—
grits, : _—
-
.
—

The Canuohi was made from hicquy;\ﬁixth\fxgp bickory nut was placed in’ the

morter and orushed with the psetle, end we would then takd end dump the hulls,
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kerndls and e}ll mto a bucket of water. and wait*‘ tor . the groaso Yo come “to the bop,
r o~

and siim 4¢ off. 3

L

Ve -would bake our bread by smsaringiit out on a board and hold it up to the
fire, to brown on one side and them take another board e;nd fwrn it ower on this
t;;ard and brown it on the other side. . e

After I got over with Alex f‘lilaon oasf of Fort Gibson he had a large figo-
place, with thelr dutch ovens, fry pamns, tea kettles, pots and etc. You see when
1 0t over to Alex's plage we co;xla go up to Fort Gibsen and get ugroc'erioa that
ve indians were umable to get up in the Saline Distriet., You have heard them say

and recall the age of a boy by referring to him as & shirt tail boy. This was -

 because we boys never wore pants t1)l we were adbout éloven or twelve years old,
éthey wore just long shirts, :ﬁ | _
; Our clothing was madse with a spinning ihcel, reel and l'on;n. e would sit¢
;around the fire place at night at Alex and Becky's house and pick the seed out of -
the cotton 80 that {t could be rdéd,' reeled and woven, I ne/ver saw any cotton
mtil I zot dowmn to ¥Wilson's place. Up in the hills our clothing'was ma;le more or
less of hides md furs. | |
The clothing was colored different col?ra by the use of differemt dbarks of the
treas, For example shummc with'a little copperas boiled down 0 a strang liquid
mads & tan color. Byceaiwre'boiled ’dovm would make a red. ¥e could éet indigo up
at the store at Fort Gibson, =md this wonld n;aka any and all kinds of fnmdes of bdlue,
The Indisns usvally wore mocca;;;ina up in the hills in the Saline Distriet
made from hides, and furs. Later th'ey would make shoes., W¥e had no shoe tacks,
end we vuuld have to whittle shoe pegs ususlly out of ash or maple, We would take
& cov hide and ten 1t with bark, and 1f the hair 4id not coms off easily with the
é?bark prop.ration we would take ashes end greaso end make a kind of a soap or lye
and *t’hrow it on the_ hide and let it atay there over night snd then the dair would

-

m'apo off Qauily the next mornings Ve used hog dristles ma squirrel skins ocug
l i ..
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mto«‘throads to sow tho ‘shoes.

. Our sooial arfair. were gtetically nothing. Te full-bloods were always
buisy outting logs for cur eabin sad splitting rails for our fences. Ve oGoase
jonally visited neigidors and friends. Sometimes the boys end girle would get

together om a Sunday and have & few pony racss. ' Py

ety

. e vould plant our corn with a big eyed hoe, Ho‘;'%’ould g0 along and dig a
fole, drop the corn amd cover it up with this hoe. Ve continued to‘ cultivate the
coin with the hoss Later on we made us an 0ld dull tongue and would break the
groudd with this bull tongue pulled by one pamys
Ve used to work oxen in two, four, and siwes. Ths yokoa for the oxan ware use
ualfy made of hickory, of eourss rand n;ade. Sur ox ocarts were made by daking a log
snd sewing off at the required thickness of the Whesls and making these cuts &s near
round and of the same sizs as possible, and then burn a hole thmméh the center of
the round block or wimel to fit an axle, The axlo would de put from § .logzg of the
right sizs.ond at the proper length and back from aalch ond would be cus a shoulder’
for the spindle &nd in each and of the exle would be Burned a hole through shich
.gould be driven a weolen pin, so as to hold on the wheel., The x'-est of the oart was
made from small limbs of trees or poles split half in tew. We also mads .our four
whell wagons in the early days in the same msunex,

) . AR -
In 1860 I moved alomg with Anch and Becky ¥{lsem to the e-st bank of the Ille
ifnois river which was direotly east of the present Lin&er bend school, and aboud
eight riles up stream from the mouth of the Illinois river to .the Mackey salt works,
and it was at this place that Arch and I went to work for Mackey malking salt. There
was a man by th\e“name of John Ferguson who had two sisters and these aisters came
flo work and 1ive;1 with t}ré\h and Becky., One night two white men whom I suppose knew

he two siaters came to' the house and wanted to see theme It seemsd to me that Arch

knew these mem and he met thm\ at the door and told them they could not coms in,
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y argunent took place and they killed Arch in the doorway. The next day cm ot 1~

hese fellovs came to me down &t the 8alt works snd cursed me and told oA thnt X

\

pught to be in the Army and if I was a oouple years oldcr they would have me in
‘here (meening the Army) and 1: I continued to hmg around they IO\:ld make me go
anyhow, They said that thoy were not soing to the Army and they 6ould zet out by
3:0ing to Tewas. OLhey insisted that I go along with them end I wemt.

| I never, 4id know when or where Arch wus buried or what became of Becky.
nuring the dmration of the war I remained in Texas. I remmbezl the first jod

I gote I was to plamt and did plant ten aores of corn for a white man end he was

Rio pay @ & dollar. Vhen I bad finikshed Le gave me only fifty cents. I came to the

cents, The next day 'they want with me to get my otker fifty cents and told the man
| that owed me that he would bavs to pay me or he would never ows anybody else as ;.ong
as he lived, because he wuldn't live longe The fellow handed them over tﬁe fifty
joents end they gave it to me. These two. whitu men that I was z:ith wero good %o me,
and they meant every word they told anybody even if it menat deaths The last time
®l saw gaese two white nan was around Cow Tcwn-now they eall it gort #“orth, Texas.

I went to work then on the old Ben Wagomer ranch east of cow town (meaning
ffort lorth, Texas) and punched cattla. for him until 1867. ?his old Wagoner rsnoch
is nov what is known as one of the greatest rac'o tracks in the United States. (Ar-_-
‘lington Downs) which is still owned by the descendaﬁta of the old Ben Vagoner,

I started back to the Indian Texrritory b y what is now Gainesville, Texas;

: rossed the fsrry north of Gainesville across Red river, caming into the towm of

hat is now irdmore, Cklahoma,

I was by myself and worked My way along what I believe they called the Texas
odd until it intersected the 0ld Kiokapoo trail and then followad the Kiohpoc ‘

r .

ail to Shawnes town (uo' ﬁhamn, Oklahoms.) at which plase I sgain utorncua

MIGRATION TO INDIAN ITORY FHOM TEXAS . \
“&"‘“‘:mm?"ﬁ“c"m"m'r. WAR ~ L

iwhite men that I fled with to Tex.s and told them how this fellov only paid me £irty

ad
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he Temu roed and cams to the old California trail south of the present town of

MeAlester, Oklehoma, thence on thae Texas road through which is mow called Krebs,

Oklahome, aud on morth intc the Rattle “neke Mountains (mow callad KNebo udunmn:)/

' X
shere 1 settled and got mw allotment and this was near the preseat town end was

tthen Texanna, Oklahoma, .
LIFE AND CUSTOMS APTER THE CIVIL WAR

The houses and sobools in my new eountry and b“img aomémt different from
that on the range in Texas was about the same mnatruction as they were botoro the
Civil .?/ the war as I saw it only set ihe people baok to whoro they were as far
as circumstances were concermed tirteon or tweatly yvears Mom the ml

There was 3still in the country as was before the war all kinds of wild urrios,
fruit, and nu*s &s woll as plenty ofwwild game and this m a Godsend torypooplo
did have something to eat 1r they could just manage 0 raisg a little com , whead
and the like.

. there was lots of wild-hogs in the woods end mo one tried to raise hogs to

eny extent, #e did start raising cattle and it was mot long until cgttlo ranches
appeared throughout all Indien Territory of some fashion of the other.

Dur clothing was home spun and made in th: seme menner 8s it was before the
War, | , - )
| Jur soeial axfgirs began to grow and we had horse Hra,‘coa, foot racing, darbe- .
'cues, church amc ¢mp meeting. 4 camp meeting wauid usually last two or thres weckse.
These camp meetings would be :eld under arbors something like the arbors you see
ocezsicnally of today, bis thers was no seats like they have now, They would roll

up logs in the shade and sit cu tham, but the Indlan would prefer to.sit on the

ground, and listentto the sermon. People would ooms wd camp at the meesing and

in thére wtil the meeting oloseds The barbecuss would last for a week. Fe
rbecued cows, wild hog, deer and birds of all kinds, spd if it was during gree

B time we would roast the gresn eornpand eat that elong with our meag, -
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Every family had their own burial ground and these burial grounds of sourse

iy

-~

are all over Oklahoma. ' I know where thers is meny a pérson buried that I have

“5“;1' ’

T

‘git up with when they were sick and helped to dig the grave ‘and Bury them, but I
-oannot tell you how you could get to them today, but I believe I could go and find
lots of thems I dm't remember of any tembstones being put up at any of these v

graves by m8 or did 1 see th&m do it in the eurly days except the Wiiaonl east of

l;

Fort Gibsone I do remember in late years, maybe you call a long time ago, vhea
thers was a burial ground where the present hospital located in Muskogee, Oklahoma,
These graves were dug up and moved to the present Greem Hill Cemesery. That is
abﬁut all I‘ can tell you about bprial grounds wxoept maybe the 0ld cemstery down
in old tovn at Fort Gibson, (he means a nitle northwest of the present town of

Fort Qibson)

OLD_ROADS AND TRAILS

I knew of lots of oattles trails we used to follwo before there éu% \ény fex;cel
but I suppose in all of these have been blotted out. I was quite familiar with the
road that rem from Muskogee to Tahlequah, Indian Territory. You could.come eus$
c;ut of Muskogee along about the sough side c;; *he preseut Blind School until yéu
would hit the ol3 Texas road af; about a'mile east of the preasent School for the
Blind then travel in a northecst direction on the Texas road to Nevins Fom'\y which
crossed the Arkemsas river at aboub the present Muskoges pump station them travel -
up Grand River on the east gigte of the river for sbout a mile then thrn wast up
by the pressnt Frisco depot into old town (meanigg Fort Gibsan, Indian Territay
at that time) and on east passing the old Soldiers cematéry about a quarter of a

mile of the present Perkims school crossing Maynard Bayou at the ford and contine

uing on { heast diredtion coming out ag tte o0ld Guléger place and thence
y N
east to th¢ Boys Seminary a milé snd a helf sout: of Tablequah and theace north

squah. “ome of the people vho lived along this road were Ellis Rattling-

gourd, the Post brothers, 8is Hendriekson, Lady Duck, and others $ns I esnnod
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remember, Lady Duck 1ived on the road close to what is now Park Hill an‘?i(la‘ge
uged to serve msala %o psople on this road, ‘Gulagor's old place used to be quite
a oamp ground for the travelers as there was a nioce spring of water thera.

The Tc;xas road I have traveled all the way feom the Nevins Perry as I have
pnentioned the losution of ¢ is Ferry above %o wher the road intersected with the

%

California trail before the Kasy Hailroad was built in this country. I would

4

ftravel in a southwest direation from Nevins Ferry to a point on north Elk Cresk . .
| o-ntinuing south aeross south Elk Creek, ‘gwnee a little south&.uat erossint th: \
North Ganadian’_@i’iver four miles south of Tcianna passing through what is now
Brooken and Panterprige and thence south acroms the South Camadian continuing south
passing through the town that is now Krebds, Oklahoma, and thence in a southwestern
directicn hitting the old California trail wt sbout four milee south of the pree
sent tom of MoAlester or near the foot of the north end of ths mountain to the
west which would be about half way between McAlester and Savannah, there thesé
two trails mot an old Chostaw Indian used to serve meals to the emigrants, cow
punchers, United States Mamsghals and everybody that was ono the traﬂ,.‘

The Californis trail I traveled from where the¥Temas road intersected the
Qaliromia trail south of the present town of M&&es&ex to Shamnee town, Fhem
I traveled this road in 1867 there nts nothing on the road until I got to Shawnee
tom, and there was & little ﬂ.l]sag. composed principally of ¢the Shawnes Indians,
As I could only spesk Cherokee I d&d not have much of a chance around the wild °
outfit and 4id not tarry long at that place.

Tho Kickapoo ren out of Shawnee town to the irbuckle mountsin, end 1t was the
best I could figure at this time closs to the town of Ardmore or at old Fort
¥ashits near the towa of Davis. The only time I traveled 'this trail was when I

was coming back from Texas.

I used to travel a trail from Texanna shrough Brooken snd Interprize on the

Toxas road leaving the Texms road at I balieve 1t was Biooken and travaled im a
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northeastern direction up the Poteau river to its mouth and crossed a ferry to
Fort Smith, Arkensas. I dont know @s t is road bad sny .articular neme after
I left Brooken.
I used to travel ti.e road between Musmkogee a:.4 Webbers Fells. I would cross

the Nevins Ferry to Fort Gibson using the Tahlequah rosd and thenoce im a suuth-

eastern diredtion tir-ugh the present town of 8, Oklahoma, and then in &

Eagtward direction over the Greenleaf mountain aniyoame out on the north side of

»

-

the Arkensas river at Webbers Falls and then Ferry“across the river. This wﬁa not
_the reguler stage line road but I knew the countey because I used to work as I
told you down at Mackey salt works and it was on}.y a little ways from the salt
works to “ebbers PFulls,

The old st ge lins road ran from Huskogss to Juliet Taylors stage atand to

a point on the prairie before you orossed the bottoms now known as the McLain

dottoms near the town ot Molain, The stage would change horases .d get their meals
at Juliet and cmtinue on through the bottom, farding what ever creeks and streams
they crossed until they reached “ebders Falls,

MARRIAGES

Yes I married. It was at Texsuna™n 1869, My brother-inelaw, Mr. Mulkey,

is sitting right here now. He amd I married sisters,

| If a white man wanted to marry a Cherokes %irl before he coulci secure his
licensé it became necessary for h}m to seoure tein blood kin of the girl to sign
& petition to the court that he had their approval, aAfter he was married he bee
cams & member of the trlibo but he was not allowed to hold any office pertaining
%o the tribe and he was still under the jurisdiction of the United States. Many
people married withous & license, I mesn by that if a mem found a woman they would
Just live -‘togethor and oall therselves man and wife, The white ptcﬁlo said tﬁis
‘was a common law m@x:riag,o. Thofo was not much common law marriage among the

EiChox‘okeos like there was among the Cresks.
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0n the 0ld Texas road mcross horth Elk Creek was a 301l bridge controlled
, omed and operated by Mrs. Drew, Across south Elk Creek a toll bridge was opw

1

erated by Jim MeIntosh, /j

In late years after the railroad Iad built through the sauntry the M.O.& Ga
Railroad bridge acroass the Vordigru'ruer was & toll bridge . Tuis bridge was
built in 1907, and served as a %0ll bridge until the present highway bdridge was
constructed in 1019, The Frisgo railrcad bridge t of the eity ¢f Muskogee was
buils in 1903, end sexrved as a toll bridge untn%eia late as )OR4.

; The highway bridge across the fouth Canadien south of Eufaula served as a
$0ll dridge until the dridge waa’paid for at whioh time it was made & free bridge.
This cofud to be a toll bridge about 1930, /

The Kot T Railroad bridge north of Muskogee was built by the railroed im
1878, end likewise the MIK.& T, railroad bridge adross the Verdigris river north
of ¥uskogee was built the same year.

The St. Louis Iron Mountain and“Sou;horn Rail.:oad bridges were built on the
line from Port umith, Arkansas, to Coffeyville, Kensas in 1887-88-39,

The railroad bdridges on our present Midland Valley railroad, fort smith and
festern railroad and the Frisco railroad out of Muskogee, Oklahoma, wers buils
in the years of 1903«04-085.

Tho raflroad bridgu‘ on she Ksnsas Citk Southern which runs through the exe
trams eastern part of the sicte, was duilt in 1894-95,

FEERIES AD FORDS |

The layes Fexry was looated o Grand River sbout twelve miles east of Pryor,
Oflahoma, on Grand River,

The MoOrasken Ferry wgs losated about six miles east of Choteau, Oklahoma on
'\ Grad River, ‘

: The old Government Pexry, and later known astthe Tow Fraueh Ferry across the

i
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Grend River near tha presont lodation of the Irom Mowntain railroed briéego northe
sast of Fart Gibson, Oklahoza.
The Harris Fexrry orossed $he Arkansas River at atout the pressat MJX.& T.

Railroad norih of Muskogee, Oklshome. Red Bird Harris x‘tmL this ferry and handled

‘the railroad outfits across the river when the M.E.& T, Railroad was built in 1872,

The Nevins Ferry was across ¢hs Arkansas river., The easf ianding was at the
DOUuh of the Grand River, gad the west leanding was near the present Muskogee pump
ctations. This ferry was omned by Mose and Tulia Newins. This 2&iry was used by
all travel east and west of the Naticn's Capitol at Tahlequah. |

The Fr:zen Roek rerry \;ras located betweeann the present highway 62 dbridge eas$,
of uskogae 'nd the Frigeo railrsad bridge =snd was omed Connell, Andrew and Rugh
Rogers.

The McMakin ferry was located at ¢ short diatange swuth of the Frogen Roek
Yorry on the .rkamsas River and was ownaed by_ John MeMakin and nis brother,

The mith Ferry was down stream on the ' rkanses about tem miles tjrom the
Mgliakin Forry and was run b; Junior “mith.

The Joa Lynch Ferry was a pole ferry at first then a cable ferry and finally
a stean forry. This ferry crossed the Arcanses river st sbout the present locate
loa of the highway bridge at Webbers Falls,

The Foreman'’s Ferry was locuted near the mouth of the Illimois river domm
strean from the T.ﬁckey salt works about six miles and was run by Bullett Foreman,

The Vann's Perry was ogst of Webbers Falls and on the main road at that ¢ime
to Port Smith, Arkansas and was omed and operated by Bob Vamm, -

Ths fip-A«Lowe Farry was acorss the Nordh Clanadisn, four miles south of
Texanna end was run Sy ¥r. Ripeielows. Mr. Lowe vas a white man sud the United
States officers would chase him out hit he would always come bdack,

The from'a Forry was acroas f¢d Aiver on the maiy traveldd road (Texas Road)

r%betmeem Gainesville, Texas, end Ardmore, Iﬁdian Territory. :



r' * DOURLEHEAD, BIRD. INTERVIEW ‘ 13
I

249
e used to erosa the North Canedlen a% what we called Rook Fordo

A

‘e used to cross Dirdy Creek seven miles eest from Yarner and it was called”

H\lﬁ Ford.
The Albersa Ford w=s on Dirdy Creek about four miles northeast of Varnere

-

TORTS AND POSTS

Bofore the Civil War up at Fort Gibson,. Indiem Territary, was & fort in the
garly days occupied by the Federal troops, These troops moved out and Cénfede
erite troons moved in a few years bsfofe thve Civil War, énd had moved lout while
I wis working at the seld works down on Illinois river.

¥hen I came dback to this country from Texas ufter fhe war the Union troops
or Yankeas had chargs of the fort, and remained there until after the Iran Moun-
tain rallroad built through Fort Gibson which was about 1888-89.

In my travel from Texas I le tmed of Fart Washita but I .cammot tell ~you any
thing shout 1%, I dnt know that the Confedarates wers at this fort in 1867.

SalT VORKS

Yhen as 2 boy up in the ;‘/aline District near the Mayes and McOrzcken Ferries
w38 & salt works but I cannot tell much about thems I just knew they vere there
and that the peogle in the peighbor hocd went there to gef; their salt béfore the
Civil ¥er,

I mowed inta the Mackey salt works on the east bank of the Illinois river
with ex "ilson to work in about 1860. These salt works were vwned by a men
namd Yackey. hat we %ﬁgd blue alough ran into the Illinois river about due

east of the Linder Bend scheol on the west bank of the river. HRis was about

elzht miles up stream from the mouth of the river, They had dug ditches fram the
slough to u lurge catch basin and &t this catch basin which was abo:t 74: feet in

:

[Prige aud gin poles A large stugp was placod in the ground and intihe cemter of

E

width and twelve feot long =nd six foot deep, they. nocteluhat I would oafl a
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stump was bored a hole and in the hole was imasrted a large wooden pin.

s stunp was ussd a 8 scotoh, The prize pola ftself had a slit ous back from
sd sbous six foot from the wxd, &nd then the Dale was placed ou the pim in
stump end on the end of the pole was placed a large iron kettle and by raise
up the long ead of the prize or the pole it woild lat the kettle submerge into
the water in the eadéh baxin, and when $ho kettle was full men would push down on
the long e2d ot ebs pole, raise it out of the water and tura 1% around into pos-
itice where it could be set over the fire. The water was boiled until it was ev-
aporated leaving the sald¥, V¥e would thm with what we called salt buckets carxry
4he salt to the salt hotise. This salt was freightsd away in wegons to Webbers ©

alls, Fort 3mith, Arkmmsas, and other points, as well as people who came there

3

from throughout the hill seotions. The salé was loaded in wagons in the same
moaaer as looss wheat, i§ was never saeked.
RANCHES ‘
I told you of my expsrisnces on the Wagoner Ranch while in Texas during the

L War,

Atter I came dack to the térriiaory and settled on Ratile Snake Mountain east
éof Checotuh, Indian Territory, I worked at di:‘fo}nnt times on the following rancho}:
?me Cirele Bar Ranoh, owned by Cicero Davis; she Half Oircle Rench, owned by Sam
;mm; and the Sam Dumnegan Rench, The brands used by these ranches are so des-
éigxated by their names except the Dunpegan ranch and they branded 16.‘\" Then up

éaa late as 1595 I wrked for George Zufall on his raneh. Otho:\thun the ﬁug I

m working on ranches 1 was m. making & 1iviag the best I ecould; I knew

of lots of rauches, stayed all aight at 1lois of \i;:ut I payed no attantion to

then, for they were every placs, md wers just a o thing,

- - “

- JOLITICS
%o finally got inte politics like she white men have today. You ses the

okess were just 1iks anyhedy slemethey sould ses two sides 5 svery shing, ad
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:1 guess 1t was the Civil War that put 1t into 1ts promino'ntn anont the t%isb:ola.
Emt is south =md north, . éome of the bherokees at the beginning of the Civil
Yar romgeod to Kansas ad saie to Texas and saue just steyed backiln the hills.
Those uho rofugesd to Kmmsas c2lled themselves the Ross party (the Reppblioan

Party) aiid those who went to Temas calle4 themselves the Domiirg Party (the Deme

ocx;at Party) and those who stayed back in the hills aplit-soms went to ome perty
and sane to the other. They wers vhat wers called the Bush Whackers. sach tribe
of Indiana( that is the five tribesihad their own individual Governmenteseparste
and distinet. I knew evary Charokes chief from John Ross to;anis Buffington.
The Cherokees'capitol was at Tahleqush, Indien Territory rnd the Cresks' capitol
vas at Okimilges. I%n recall nov whe 6 the cepitol was for the Choctaws, Seme
inoles end Chickasaws. I elso knew some of the Cresk chiefs-Perrymen, Childers,

Isparacher and others.

A% the vime allotments were.made esch Indian on the roll was alloted Three
Hundred end Twenty dollars worth of land. 7The number of adres that you received
was according to the appraised value. The worst land was appraised for two dolle
ars an acre and arfanged from that samowmt to six dollars end a half an acres There
fore you cam understand why sume of the Indiens wers slloted all the way from fifty
acres to one hmdred and aixty acres, This allotment also included the Freednen
or Negroes and if they proved up their ci tizenship they were olloted the sams as
an Indisn, )

Being & westexn choroho I 4id in 1896 receive at Muskoges three meroa sad
sixty dallars as an old aottlora raysant, ‘

after the Cherckee strip was opsued the white ssttlers I drew as Webbers Yalls
Indian, Territory, my Cherokes strip nenay shieh amounted ¢0 two hundred and aixtye

}ﬁu dougs and seveniy cents. '

. The Freatmen were paid and the Fresdmen paymemt was at Fort Gidsa, Indien
;tm‘itory end Wobbers Falls, mmm m:m in 1897, )

JZ..AK LR it ottt dearin = - ;
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Inrollment started at the instanae of tho\mvn Camission and we- all

axperignced & graat deal of difficulfy in being enrolled, Lots of the Indlans

 were 80 DAT headed that when the mem or investifetor came around to sea them

. they would not give them any information and conssquently n:ere npt enrolled.
i'l‘ho vas a certain class of wvhite mam halfebreeds and Negr;ee that would run them
" dova and get enrolled. Some of thom deserved ‘{4 emd some of __thcm ddn's.

You ses the Cherckees all cell me Hlackbird Doublehdsd end I $ol8 them that
there was no black attached to my name and that I did-not went to condact anything
blackethat ithe Creeks handled the only thing black “thﬁt I knew of. .1 cams to
Muskorse to get enrolled and I oould tell you the man's nams if I would but I don's
want to do that for he is still living and I threatened to kill him {f he 4i dnSt¢
leave the black off it, ¥ell.I 4idn't kill him nor I a4 not get enrolled. I
tl;en went to Vinita end ﬁriod to enroll there; could no; and they seht me to
Tahlequah and finally I meade it end they left the black off of it. If you will &
up to the agensy you f£ind ;chat thers is no Blaockbird Doudblehsad bdut jus% Bird

Doublcheadl, Now 1f you do find & Blackbird Doublehesd eand they say thatc me I am

going u;y there and see if I cant get it straig tened out. I'am ~n 0ld man but X

aint no Blackbird Doullehesd. : - »
RATLROADS
- The M.K. & T. Raflraod built through Indian Territory to Texas during the

-—

of 18707172,
The Iron Mowntain Railroed duil$ through the Cherockee Nation from Fort Smith

Arksngas to Coffeyvillek Kmsas, 1887-88-89,

%

The Frisco Railroad and the 0.2. & 0. biils from  pringfield, “fussouri and
|

connected with the Me Ko & T, at Yinits in 1875.
The Kansas Oity Sokthern built thr ugh the Cherokee Nation in the oxtreme

\

Bastern part near the Arkansas line {n 1894,

. The M. 0, & Ou 7ailrosd, the Midland Yalley ratlroad and the Fort Saith and
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Testern Railroad were dbuilt detween tha years:of 1903 end 1907,

The Cv O+ & G¢ now he Roek Island built fnom MoAlester east to Arkansas,
I believe in 1890,

1 cent 1;011 ‘you the datse the Sanga l'ol huilt through 0ld Oklahoma Territory,
but I know when 1% was built.

UPRISING

'I'h;a Cherokees had a few little ~gquirmishes a% 4l fferent $imers with the Osages
on account of their insruding upsn the Cherokeas rights but they were ly mémor
in importance.

T did have a little uprising at Wufaula ome %ime by Ohitto Harjo, knomn to
ararybody as Crazy Snake, Crasy Snake and syms more of them erawny inum took
a notion they would mrthrc?w the Governmens, that is redel, dus L% 4idn't $ake
long to make old Harjo lmow that what he had to say about 14 was nothing., This was
about 1905+06 as I remember 1%, They arrested Crazy Snaks, put him in jail end
I never 4id know what beocame of him, |

URITED STATES MARSHALS AND OUTLAWS <

1 remember =ll the cutlaws from Jagse a}td Frank James day dom to my read-
ing the paper when they killed Pretty Boy Floyd aad bdrought him bd:ck home to dury
him, I could %61l many things that happened in Kamnsas, Missouri, Oklahoma and
Texae that these outlaws did, how they were pursued by the Baited SSates Mershals,
the banké that they robbed, the stage and trains they held up, the horses and ¢
cattle that they stole, how and where they wers killed as well es the namfs of tho
Marshals whom they killed. If I would dwall =and talk to you about ¥sis you had
as well bring & stenograrher and gtuy a sonple of weekn.

I want to say this that they always talked about the Saline Distriet (msaning
the Sravinaw hills) the Cookscn hills, the Widning Stalre, and the Xiesmiehd Moune
tains as being the home of all the orooks, bendits end ontlaugfﬁnt ¢ m‘n\x v’
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mderstand thad the Tatives of this Hi1l cowmtry end perticularly the Cherokees
are 88 good, law abiding and home im\;iop)@\ as there are in any part of the

~

workd shat I have resd anything abous, .

~

IOWS ASD CITIRS. |

I might say that in wmy doyhood days that there unlz't but two towns im the
Indien Territory and tha¢ was Fort Gibson and Tehlequah, I mun the Cherokee
Nation after the M, K« & T Railroad was duilt sowms began %o u-proi_.ng up alomng
the railroad end this is true about all other railrosds.

I have i mind the Chotesu om 4hb railroad, The Choteau thu? I knew as a
boy was only a little tradimg post clome to ihe bank of Gremd Riv:fr. Locust
Grove atértad with a single store wmed by Johkn FPierce, 80.1:;; had no store for
8 long tims but there was near the present towm of Salime the old Oht;okee 0T
phanage. The Muskogee first started on tixo north bank of the Arkansas river neay
the present M, K, & T+ Railroad eamp, and the Inéians ealled it tent dﬁy. ‘_Bororo
tent city there was a road tiat they called the Artuckle rosd that ren east and
‘vest by tent oity end {n going west you would coms to the old Greek Agwney an the
| south side of Fern Moumtain about ohe guarter of a mile ;\usi/’ of tant city was &
Governmen$ freights wagon cmmp, I could tell you thonma of all the early mere
chants and business houses a$ Hlue Jackes, Bkg Csbin, Vinita, Wagoner, Prycr,
Choteau, Fufaula. I migh$ say Eufaula was the largest tovn on the Katy railroad
from the Kansas line to Texas.

If you want the names of the merchants ans little business houses of the sarly
days in the Cherokee Nation you will have to come md visit me ugain a4 stay a |
week or 80,

COMMENTS
The interviower, Mr. Wildon, speat a day with Mr. Doublehsad and I am quite -

sure and know $hat meny things he %old me that I lave not included in this writinge

-

S

2
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1 have not mentioned as to their sarly days of threshing, the loeajion of waser

Emun and sew mills, the fianding od sertaia clay for the making of bricks, his
opsning of the vast ¢oal mines in Le¥iore and Haskel]l Counties, as well as in
Pistsburg and Okmulgee $ies, of the ores found in the n;rthm pars of the
Cherokes Nation which is d Mianmi md Quapgw, anéd it mekes him zad to think

of this region because the white man geve them little reservation there (mesning

Quapaw, Seneea and other tribes)s Mr., Doublehead is a fine 0ld man to talk

to, bas & womderful recollsation, appresistes heing visited apd likes to $ell his

)
stories of how he made hia hows mnd arrows sud thathe would not glve s bow eud
w t0 kill & squirrel ous of she sallest tree, He aan

c

bapponed to him at danees, darbecuss, harse races,

. arrow for any g he gver

|

tell you of episodes tha$

. gnd other affairs, that 4 make e youmg mar wonder what it was all ‘about, He
-00uld tell you hew he run {the United States Earshals out of Cheootsh, Indiem Ter-

Eritmr. and he broughs in 8 living witmess to prove that he did itl But ha says

‘2% 5o $ime In his life 4id e ever stesl or do smything but that of a law abiding
oitizenbut when gayome ingsrfered with his peracnal affairs or tried to take from
;him what hd had Justly ed, and worked for by the sweat ‘orhhia brow-no cne could
‘take 1t from him, United Spates Marshals or emy ons olse unless the killed md
;that ke was ninty-four y old and they haven'$ done that yet.



