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«Fâ ming— Cherokee Nation
Food—Cherokee \
Salt works—Cherokefe
Clothes—Cherokee /
Hoasehold manufactures—Cherokee
Civil War—Cherokejs Nation
Ferries—Red Klrei
Trail8
Texas Trail
Ho?s—Cherokee NaMon
Social gatherings—Cherokee Nation
Camp Meetings—Cherokee Nation
Hotels—Cherokee/ Nation
HotelH -Choctsw Ration
Kickapoos

Stage rentes
Intermarried suites—Cherokee Nation
Marriage—Chfer6kee
Toll Bridges—Cherokee Nation
Ferries—Grand Rirer
Jerries—Arkansas Rirer
Ferriee—Illinois River
Ferries—Nortk Canadian Ri-rer
Fords—North /Canadian River
Forda—derdr Creek
Ranches—Indian Territory
Polit ical parties—Cherokee
Allotment—Cherokee
Payments—Cherokee
Railroads—-Missouri, Kansas, and Texas
"Railroads—^Missouri Pacific
Railroads—fSt. Louis and San Francisco
Railroads-fKaneaa City Southern
Railroads-^ia dland Valley
Rallroads4»Fort Smith and western
Snake Uprising
Outlaws—(Cherokee Nation
Chouteau
Locust 03
Saline



DOUHLKHEAP, BIRD. INTERVIEW

BOTRVISW WITH
Bird Bouble&ead
By I, W» Wilson

Field

Mr* Doublehead has answered the questions and states es follows:

I do not know him old I am other than what some of my relatives have told

i, for my parents died when I waa just a small babe* I had an old Aunt, and
i

she told ma that I waa born la <the Saline di strict "meaning that he was born- 1A

iMayoa Countyi Gklaaotsa near the town of Sallna, Oklahoma•? ^

It was in the ye -r that the inter tribal peace conference was held at Tah-

lequali, Indian Territory in the year of 1843* She told me that i t was in this

year that twenty-three different tribes of Indians was represented at this peace

conference« I am a full blood Western Cherokee Indian, could not talk the English

language until I was f fteen years old* The information I have relative to my

parents is very meager* wheu only a mere lad, a Mr. Alexander D. Wilson (ton of

Qeorge and Ruthy Wilton) came after me up in the Saline district, and brought me to

his farm on McClain Creek on Maynard Bayou o st of ?ort Gibson, Indian Territory*

This was in the yeer 1856, Alex father and mother died in 1850 and 1851 and waa

buried on this farm* George wets sixty-four years of age when he died and Ruthy

was about two years younger* ?he Wilson's were Cherokees* Alex the one who came

after m% died in 1858. He belonged to the Masonic order* His wife** name

(Alex's wife) was Beckie, and within e year Alex's brother Arch Wilson, married

Alex's widow* It was while I was with Alex these two years that I attended school*

This «as the Wilson school and was on the Wilson farm located about one mile east of

the house. It was an old log school house and the same i s there no JUft̂ d?* Arch

Wilson and his wife Beokia ana myself moved from the Wilson farm doun on the I l l -

inois river, i s what i s known as the Under bend district, (the Lewis Rogers fam

today was the ifllsoa farm)

I, 1* H# Vjiiicax, ' ield Worker, visited the grave of George and Ruthy Wilson
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and their son Aleoander D. Wilson, whioh v i s i t was mad* In a report to"tVe

offlti* I k n o w *&** t h e information a s h r as the deaths of the Wilson's art

eonoerned has been oorreotly stated by Mr, Doublehead. 3e my report on the v i s i t

to these graves*

. FATHER- Bird Doublehead. Born in Georgia, and f i r s t sett led In Arkansas* 2

don't know the date of his birth or death*

MOTHER- First name unknown, last name Timson, was born in Georgia and f i r s t

In Arkansas*

The information that I have as bo the migration of my parents, who came west

from Georgia- cams on their o n free will* and adraojuation, paid their own ex-

penses and settled around the present town of Coal Hi l l south and east of the

present town of ?ort Smith, Arkansas* This removal from Oecrgia to Arkansas waa

about the year of 1815* They remained there about thirteen years thus and then

[moving to the Indian Territory in 1888, and settled in the Saline District at '

;which place I was born* My aunt has told me.that la ter these "estern Cherokees

like my parents were increased with the Eastern Cherokees whioh cams by various

methods, and ways to the Indian Territory* ^he told me they came here (meaning

the Eastern Cherokee a) in 183? aid 38*

LIFE .JTD CU3T0MS BSFORS JHE CIVILLWAR

The houses and schools were of log construction, with tbached roof> Schoolsy

were not much in evidence at the time I was a boy* The only school we had would be.

when ao;ae one took the notion that they wanted to build a school house in some par-

ticular local i ty , and went about to employ some Indian that was educ ted back east

to teach the school, and a l l of the children that attended this school, their par-

ents would have to pay a dollar a month for each child attending, and th is would

pay the teaohsr*

These privately owned schools houses and homes wer# f ina l ly improved on end



DOUBLEKEAtr, BIRD; INTERVIEW'
1 ' • * " •

the log houses or cabins took on puncheon floors instead of dirt ' f loora, and poa-

sibly one window with glass instead of ao window* or possibly a shuttle window and

stone fireplaces instead of the old stick chimney,, and shake shingle roof instead
i

I of those, witl; straw and d a ? boards. , . '

Of course I was a kid up in what they sa i led the Spavinaw h i l l s , and l a t e r

dona in the _oreekbottom_along McLa,ln creek, and we had in th i s part of the country

'lota of wild g'jne, wild berr ies and wild f ru i t s together with l o t s of different

kind*"of nuts* Our gams was wild pigeons, quai l , deer, turkey, wild oa t s , panther,

bear, mink, rauaorats, fox, coyotes, squirre l and rabbits* Our wild berr ies were,

.blackberries, dewberries, strawberries, rasbe*»^es, grapes, huckleberries, and

plums* Our nuts were the hickory.aut, walnuts, chinoquapins, and etx*

In the l i t t l e elearings around over the h i l l s in the Saline Dis t r i c t we

would raise corn, maize, wheat, and some oats*

'to did not r a i se anything for rhe market, and we simply had to l i r e a t home

with what we had* Our bread was usually corn bread, and to take the place of la rd

we used Canuchi, and the s a l t for our bread ^e would get by taking the waterl from

a slouch which water contained s a l t , then boi l the water away thus leaving Just the

salt. The born was gxwund i ^ a morter *dth a pest le* This morter was made by tak-

ing a log about four foot long stnnd i t on end, and then dish i t out on the upper

end, in the fashion of a bowl, and place the corn in t h i s bowl* The pse t le a t the

lover end was made to f i t th^ bowl or a l i t t l e smaller than the bowl, and the-

upper end was la rger ; and much heavier* With the dropping or pounding with t h i s

restle we w.uld cruar. our corn. After the corn was orushed we would run i t through

a riddle. The fine part of the corn that passed through the r idd le was our meal,

the ooarse part l e f t in the r iddle was our Oanhania or as you would ca l l i t , hominy

grits. . ^ - - — _ _ _ - *

The Canuchi was made from hickory nuter Tke hickory nut was placed in"the

morter and orusfaed with the pse t l e , end we would then tak* end dump the hu l l s ,
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kernels and qll into a bucket of water and wait for,the grease to come to the top.,
r /*— - • J

and skim i t off. - , • _

We would bake our bread by smsaringilt out on a board and bold i t up to the

fire, to brown on one side and then take another board and turn i t over on this

board and brown It on the other slito» • "*

After I got over with Alex Wilson east of Fort Gibson he had a large f i re -

place, with their dutch ovens, fry pans, tea kett les , pote and etc* You see when

I ~ot over to Alex* a place we could go up to -Fort Gibson: and get grocer lea that

we Indians were unable to get up in the Saline District* You hare heard them lay

and recall the age of a boy by referring to him as a shirt ta i l boy* This was -•••

\ because we boys never wore pants tun*** w» were about eleven or twelve years old,

: they were just long shirts* \

Our clothing was made with a spinning wheel, reel and loom* We woula s i t

around the fire place at sight at Alex and Becky*s house and pick the seed out of

the cotton so that i t could be^sorded, reeled and woven* I never saw any cotton

until I got down to Wilson's place* tfp In the h i l l s our olothing was made more or :

less of hides end fure*

The clothing was colored different colors by the use of different barks of the

trees. *or example shumao with a l i t t l e copperas boiled dosm to a strong liquid

made a tan color* Sycamore boiled down would make a red* We could get indigo up

at the store at Fort Gibson, and this would make any and a l l kinds of shades of blue,

The Indians usually wore mooeasnins up in the h i l l s in the Saline Diitrio^

made from hides, and furs* Later they wo-old make shoes* We had no shoe tacks,

and we irould have to whittle shoe pegs usually out of ash or maple. We would take

a, cow hide and ten i t with bark, and i f the hair did not come off eaeily with the

b̂ rlc. preparation we would take ashes and grease and make a kind of a soap or lye

i and throw i t on the.hide and l e t i t atay there over night and then the hair would

•crape off easily the next morning. »• used hog bri t t le* md aquirreX akiai out
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to sew the shoes* • ' <441

Our social affairs were *raotically nothing* Ee full-bloods were always

&ulsjr cutting logs for our cabin and spl i t t ing rails for our fences* fte oooas*

Ionally visited neighbors and friends* Sometimes the boys and̂  gir ls rcould get

together on a Sunday and have a few pony raess* ' ^jf*

. We would plant our corn with a big eyed hoe, We would go alon^ and dig a

hole, drop the corn and oover i t up with th i s hoe* "-e oontinued to cultivate the

com With the hoe* Later on we made us an old bull tongue and would break the

ground with this bull tongue polled by one pony*

11 e used to work oxen in two, four, and sixes.._3Jh« yokes for the oxen were us-

ually made of hickory, of bourse hand made* Our ox carts were made by taking a log

and sawing off at the required thickness of the wheels and making these outs as near

round and of the same size as possible, and then burn a hole thiwugh the center of

the round block or wheel to f i t an axle* The axle would be out from $ log-of the

right size, and at the proper length and back from aach ond would be out a shoulder *

for the spindle and in eaoh end of the axle would be Burned a hole through which

could be driven a wooden pin, so as to hold on the wheel* ^ha rest of the oart was

made from small limbs of trees or poles spl i t half in tve* We also made -our four

whell wagons in the early days in the same manner*

. CIVIL WAR

In 1360 I moved along with Axtch a&d Becky Hlson to the ©»st bank of the

inois river which was direotly east of the present Lin'de? bend school, and about

eight niles up stream from the mouth of the I l l ino i s river to the Maokey salt works,

and i t ma at this place that Aroh and X went to work for Mackey making salt* There

was a man by the name of John Ferguson who had two s is ters and these s is ters came

to work and lived rcith Ar&x and Becky* One night two white men whom I suppose knew

the two sisters came to the house and wanted to see them* It seemed to me that Aroh

tnew these men and he met them at the door and told them they could not ooms in*
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•In argument took place and they killad Arch In the doorway. The next day one of t -

I ^r
Kaese fellows came to ma down 4t the salt works and cursed me and told in* that Z

I
[ought to be in the Army and if I waa a oouple years older they would have mo in
I - ' . - ;*•'"
[there (meaning tha Army) and i f I continued to hang around they would make me go

anyhow. They aaid that they were not soing to the Army and they Could ?et out by

teoing to Tenae. They Insisted that X go along with them and I went.r .
I never did know when or where Arch was buried or what became of Becky.

During the duration of the war X remained in Texas* I remember the first Job

I got. I was to plant and did plant ten aores of corn for a white man and he was

jto pay Qp a dollar, when I had finished he gave me only fifty cents* X came to the
f
!
1 ' *

white man that I f led with to Tex-s and told them now this fel low only paid me f i f t y

cents* ?he next day they went with nit to get my other f i f t y cents aad to ld the man

that owed n*e that he would have to pay ma or he would never owe anybody e l s e as long

as he livtdt because he rruldn't l i v e long* The fel low handed them over the f i f t y

cents and they gave i t to me* ll iese two white men that X was with were good to me,

and they meant every lord they to ld anybody even i f i t menat death* Ihe l a s t time

1 saw taese two white nan was around Cow Town-sow they c a l l i t Fort "ortli, Texas*

X went to work then on the old Box T&goner ranch east of cow town (meaning

Fort .'orth, Texas) and punched c a t t l e for him u n t i l 1867* t h i s old Wagoner ranch

i s now what i s known as one of the greatest race tracks in the tJnited States* (Ar~

Xington Downs) which i s s t i l l owned by the descendants of the old Ben Wagoner.

I started back to the Indian. Territory b y what i s now Gainesv i l l e , Texas;

crossed the ferry north of Gainesvi l le across Bed r i v e r , coming into the to\m of

shat i s now Antaore, Oklahoma*
MIGRATION TO IHDIAH TERRITORY IT̂ M TEXAS • • V

ASTER raft CIVIL WAR \

X was by myoelf and worked hy way along what X believe they called the Texas

roAd until i t intersected the old Eiokapoo tra i l and then followed the Kiokapoo

11 to Shawnw town (now Shawnea, oklahooa.) at which pUae I again Uterseotad
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the Texas road and came to the old California trail south of the present town of

McAleater, Oklahoma, thence on the Texas road through which is mow called Kreb.8,

Oklahoma, and on north into the Rattle "*nake Mountains (now called Kebo Mountains)

there I settled and got my allotment and this was near the, present town end was

I then Texanna, Oklahoma*

LIFE AND CP3TQM3 AFTER THE CIVIL TO

The houses and sohools in my new country sad being somewhat different from

that on the range in Texas was about the same construction as they were before the

Civil *ar/. x'ne war as I.saw it only set the people back to where they were as far
7

as circumstances were concerned fifteen or twenty years before the warl

There was s t i l l in the country as was before the war al l kinds of wild lurries,

fruit, and nu*s as well as plenty ofvwild gas* and this WBUJ a Godsend for—people

did have something to eet if they could just manage to raise a l i t t l e corn , wheat

and the like*

there was lots of -wild hogs la the woods and no one tried to raise hogs to

any extent* «e did start raising cattle and i t was not long until cattle ranohes

appeared throughout all Indien Territory of some fashion of the other*

Our clothing was home spun and made in thi same.manner as i t was before the

\ Our social affairs began to grow and we had horse ra.ces, foot racing, barb**

[cues, church ami c.mp meeting* k oamp meeting would usually last two or three weeks•

[These camp meetings *culd be :;el& under arbors something like the arbors you sen

[occasionally of today, but there was no seats like they have now* They would roll

up lo^B in the shade and sit GO them, but the Indian* would prefer to .sit on the

ground, and listent.to the sermon. People woula corns end camp at the netting ant

in there until the meeting closed* ?b« barbecues would last for a week. We

rbeoued cows, wild hog, deer and birds of all kinds, and if It was during green

time we would roast the grew •om^^nd eat that along with our meat*
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Every family had their own burial ground and these burial ground* o f eouree

are a l l over Oklahoma* I know where there i s many a person buried that I bate *

sit up with when tixey were siok and helped to dig the graTe and bury them, but Z

oannot t e l l you how you could get to them today, but I be l ieve I could go and f ind

lota of them* I don't remember of any tombstones being put up at any of these

graves by as or did X see them do i t in the early days except the Wilsons east of

Fort Gibson* X do reaember in l a t e years, naybe you c a l l a long time ago, when

there was a burial ground where the present hospital iooated in Music ogee, Oklahoma*

These graves were dug up and moved to the present Green H i l l Cemetery* (That i s

•bout a l l I can t e l l you about burial grounds except maybe the old cemetery down

in old torn at Fort Gibson* (he means a l i t t l e northwest of the present.town of

Fort Gibson)

OLD RQAD3 AMD TRAILS

I knew o r l o to of c a t t l e t r a i l s we used to follfro before there were any fences

but I suppose in a l l of these have been blotted out* I was quite familiar with the

road that ran from Muakogee to TahTequah, Indian Territory* You could,come east
* *

out of Muskogee along about the soujth side of the present Blind Sohool until you

would hit the old Texas road at about a mile east of the present School for the

Blind then travel in a northeast direction on the Texas road to Kevins Ferry which

crossed the Arkansas river at about the present Muskogee pump station then travel -

up Grand River on the east -#i&d of the river for about a mile then turn vast up

by the present Frisco depot into old town (xnee&igg Fort ftibson, Indian Territory

at that tins) and on east passing the old Soldiers cemetery about a quarter of a

mile of the present Perkias school crossing Maynard Bayou at the ford and contin-on ijr^flriisjrtheast direction coming out at, the old Qulager place and thence

east to th/Boys Seminary a mile" and a half south of Tahleojuak and thenoe north

>ome of the people triio l ived along this road were E l l i s Hattling-

gourd, the Post brothers, Sis Hendriekson, Lady Duck/ant others that X eannot
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* Lady Duok lived on the road close to what Is no* Park Hill and she

uge& to serve m*ala to people on this road» Ottlager^s old place used to be quit*

a oamp ground for the travelers as there was a nioe spring of water there*

The Texas road X tare traveled a l l the way feom the Nevins Perry as I have

mentioned the location of t I s Ferry above to wher the road Intersected with the

California trai l before the Katy Railroad was built in this country* I would
» t

travel ift a southwest direction from Hevins Ferry to a point on north Slk Creek

continuing south across south Elk Creek, Whence a l i t t l e southeast eroesint toe

North Canadian* HIver four miles south of Texanna passing througb what i s now

Brooked and Enterprise and thence south acrcJss the South Canadian continuing south

pusiag through the town that i s now Krebs, Oklahoma, and thence In a southwestern

direction hitting the old California trai l « t about four miles souijhjjf the pre-

sent town of MoAlester or near the foot of the north' and of the mountain to the

west which would be about half way between McAleeter and Savannah* f>here thesi

tvo trails met an old choctew Indijm used to serve meals to the ©migrants, cow

punchers, United States Masahals and everybody that was on the trail*

•The California trai l I traveled from where t'aê Tomas road intersected the

California trai l south of the present town of UoAles.ter to Shawnee town* Snea

I traveled this road in 1867 there was nothing on the road until I got to Shawnee

torn, and there was a l i t t l e vil lage composed principally of the Snawnte Indians*

As I could only speak Cherokee I did not have much of a chance around the wild '

outfit and did not tarry long at that place*

Tho Kiokapoo ran out of Shawnae torn to the Axbuekle mountain, and It was the

best I could figure at th i s time close to the town of Ardmore or at old Fort

Washita near the town of Da via* *Phe only time I traveled this t ra i l wao when I

was coming back from Texas.

I used to travel a tra i l from Texanna through Brookes and Enter prize on the

Ttxa» road leaving the Texas road at I belUv* I t wa» Bfrooken and traveled in a



I
DOUBLEHEAD, BIRD. INTERVIEW 10

216
northeastern d irect ion up the Poteau river to i t s mouth and crossed a ferry to

yort Smith, Arkansas. I dont knov/ as t i s road had any particular name a f ter

I left Brooken*

I used to trave l ti.e road between Muskogee a.\d Webbers F a l l s . I would cross

the Nevins Ferry to Fort Gibson using the Tahloquah road and thenoe in a south-

eastern direction tfar ugh the present town of araWs, Oklahoma, and then In a

Eastward direct ion over the Oreenleaf mountain an%carae out on the north s ide of

the Arkansas r iver at Webbers F a l l s and then FerryNacross the r iver* This was not

the regular stage l i n e road but I knew the countey because I used to work as I

told you dom at Mackey s a l t works and i t was only a l i t t l e ways from the s a l t

works to Webbers P u l l s .

I The old s t ge l i n e road ran from Btuakogee t o J u l i e t Taylors stage stand to

[ a pointjon the pra ir ie before you crossed the bottoms now known as the McLain

' bottoms near the town ot MoLain. The stage would change horses o.d get the ir meals

at Juliet and continue on through the bottom, fording what ever creeks and streams

they crossed u n t i l 1feey reached M b e r s Fa l l s*

MARRIAGES

Yes I married* I t was at Tezanna^Ln 1869, My brother- in- law, Mr* Mulkey,

is s i t t ing r ight her* now* Ha and X married s i s t e r s .

If a white man wanted to marry a Cherokee "girl before he could secure h i s

license i t became necessary for* him to secure ten blood kin of the g i r l to sign

a petition to the court that he had their approval* After he was married he be -

came a member of titie t r ibe but he was not allowed to hold any o f f i c e pertaining

to the tribe and he was s t i l l under the jur i sd ic t ion of the United S t a t e s . Many

people married without a l i c e n s e , I mean by that I f a man found a woman they would

Just l ive together and c a l l themselves man and wife* The white people said t h i s

*as a common law marria^** Thar* was not much common lew marriage among the

[Ourokees like there was among the Creaks.
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On the oia Texas road across north. Elk Creek was a toll bridge controlled

t owed end operated by Era* Drew* Across south 81k Creek a tol l bridge was op*

srtted by Jim Uo Into ah. j

In late years after the railroad bad built through the country the M.O.& 0»

Railroad bridge across the Verdigris rlrer was a t o l l bridge • %ia bridge WM

built in 19071 and served as a to l l bridge until the present highway bridge was

constructed in 1919* the Frisco railroad bridge east of the c i ty #f Moskogee was

I built in 1903, and serred as a t o l l bridge u n t i l e s la te as 1984*

the highway bridge across the south Canadian south of Bofaula served as a
«

toll bridge until the bridge was paid for at whieh time i t was made a free bridge*
/

This ceased to be a t o l l bridge about 1920.

The H»K*& T. Railroad bridge north of Muskogee was bulbt by the railroad la

1878, and likewise the MIK.& T* railroad bridge across the Verdigris rirer north

of Kuskogee was built the same year*

The St. Louis Iron Mountain and Southern Railroad bridges were built on the

line from ?ort mith, Arkansas t to Coffeyrille, Kansas in 1887-88-89,

The railroad bridges on our present Midland Valley railroad, *ort 3aith and

Western railroad and the Frisoo railroad out of Itaakogee* ^Oklahoma, were built

in the years of 1903-04-05.

Tho railroad bridges on the Kansas Cltk Southern which runt through the ex-

trszcs eastera part of the st&te* was built in 1894*95 •

TSRRXBS ANP I0RD3

She Mayas Ferry was loeated on Grand Rirer about twelre miles east of Pryor,

, on Grand RlTer#

The MoCrackcn Terry WM loeated about s ix miles east of Cboteau, Oklahocm on

Orthd RiTer.

old QoYernioait Ferry, and later known as tithe Tom Frenth Ferry across the
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Grand River near the presen t loda t ioa of the Iron Mountain r a i l r o a d br idge no r th -

east of Fart Gibson, Oklahoma,

The Harris Ferry crossed foe Arkansas River a t about the present M«K«& T*

Railroad north of Kuskogee, Oklahoma, R#d Bird Har r i s ran t h i s fe r ry and handled

the rai lroad o u t f i t s across the r i v e r when the M.X.& Tt Rai l road was b u i l t i a 187R,

The Kevins Ferry was across tk& Arkansas r i v e r . The ea s t landing was a t t h t

mouth of the Grand River, aadrthe west landing was near the present Muskogea pump

stations. This f e r r y was o?aied by Mose and J u l i a Ne*iua« This f e r ry was used by

a l l travel e a s t and west of t he Nat ion ' s Capi to l a t Tahlequalu

TheFrrzen Rook Ferry was located between t h e present highway <J£ b r idge ea s t*

of :^uskogee md the Fr i sco r a i l r o a d br idge and was ovmed Connell , Andrew and Hugh

Kogars.

The McHakin fe r ry vas loca ted a t v. shor t :Uatance s-ttth of the Sroaen Rpck'

Ferry on the xkaasas River and was owned by John McMakin ancr t t i s b ro the r .

The 3niith Ferry «aa dom stream on the '.rkansae about ten miles from the

?Maakin Farry and was run b / Jimi'or 3mith,

The Joa Lynch Fei'ry was a pole f e r r y a t f i r s t than a cable f e r ry and f i n a l l y

a 3tQan f s r r y . This f e r ry crossed ths Arkansas r i v e r a t about the present loca t*

iOii of the highway br idge a t Webbers J a i l s *

The Foreman's Ferry was looated near th» mouth of tbe I l l i a o i a r i v e r down

stream from tho '..lackey s a l t works ab^ut six mi les -uad \?as run by B u l l e t t For«aaa#

The Tann's yer ry was oaat of Webbers J a i l s and oa the main road a t t h a t %im

to Fort Smith, Arkansas and was oraied and operated by Bob Tamw

Th3 hip-*A-Lo?re Ferry was aoorss Vxe Nortblb Canadian, four m i l t s south of

Texanna^and iaa run by Mr, Rip»A«»Lotte, Mr, Lowe was a white man end t h e tftiited

States off icers would chase hjLm out li«t he would always com* back .

rhe £rom f a- ^erry wa« ac ross $4$. River an the main t r ave l ed road ( T t x t i Road)

|between Oaineevi l le , Texas, aad Ardmor^ Ittdian T e r r i t o r y ,
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v.e used to cross the North Canadian at wnat we called Book 3>orA»
* • *

,'.e used to croso Dirdy Creek seven railos eftut from Earner and i t was called

The AlieiPta Ford ras on Dirdy Creek about four miles northeast of Warner*

SORTS ACT) POSTS

Before tha Civil War up at ? o r t Glbaon,. Indian Terr i tory, was a fort in the

early days occupied by the Federal troops* These troops iuoved out and Confed-

erate troops moved In a few years before th*e Civil War, and had moved out while

I ma working 'it the sa l t works down on I l l i n o i s r i v e r .

When I came bank to th is country f»om Texas after the war the Union troops

or Yankees had charge of the fo r t , and remained there u n t i l af ter tfre Iron Moun-

tain railroad bui l t through Fort Gibson which was; about 1888-89.

In :ay travel from Texas I l e rned of J?ort Washita but I aannot t e l l you any

thing about i t . I dant know that the Confederates were a t nhia fort in 1367.

SALT WRKS

When as a boy up in the Ja l iae d i s t r i c t near t he Mayas and McGrucken Ferries

ŵ 8 a salt works but I cannot t e l l much about them* I. jus t kntw they were there

and that the people in the neighbor hoed went there to get their sa l t before th»

Civil War.

I mo7ed into the Mackey s a l t vrorks on the east bank of the I l l i no i s r iver

with \ lei ' i lson to work in about I860* These sa l t works were ©imed by a man

nascd tfackey. Tiat we called blue slou^i ran into the I l l i n o i s r iver about due

east of the Linder Bend school on the west bank of the r i ve r , ^ j ^ ^ ^^ about

eight rales up stream from the mouth of the r i v e r . They had dug ditches from

slouch to u large catch basin and"at th is catoh basin which was a b o t s ix feet in

width and twelve feet lon£ end six foot de*pf they* erected what I would ca l l a

prise aud gin pole* A large stugp was plaoed in the grouid and in^tbe aenter of
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stump was bored a hole and in the hole was ifttatted a large wooden pin.

t stump was used a a scotch. She prize pole itself had a s l i t out back from

cad about six foot from the end, and then the piOê was placed on the pin in

stump and on the end of the pole was placed a large Iran kettle and by rais-

up the long end of the prize or the pole it would l e t the kettle submerge into

(tbt water in the eaJ4h baxin, and whoa the kettle was full mm would push down on
i

the long end ot ehe pole , ra i se i t out of the water and turn 1% around into pos-

ition whtre i t coule be se t orer the f i r e . Ths water was boiled u n t i l i t was er -

aporated leering the sa l t* We would then with what we ca l l ed aa l t buokete carry

thi salt to the s a l t house* This aalt wae fre i thted away in wagons to Webbers F

Jalla, ?ort ^aith, Arkansas, and other po ints , a s well as people who ease there

from throughout the h i l l s ec t ions . The s a l t was loaded in wagons in the same

as loose wheat, i t was nerer saeked.

RANCHES

I told you of my experiences on the Wagoner Ranoh while in Texas during the

war.
i

[ After X cams back to the territory and settled on Battle Snake Mountain east
I s \
;of Chscotah, Indian Territory, X worked at different times on the following ranchest

The Circle Bar Ranoh, owned by Cicero Deris; the Half Circle Ranch, owned by Sam

Satis; and the Sam Dunnegan Ranoh. The brands used by these, ranches are so des~

; igwted by their names except the Dtmnegen ranch and they branded 16* d a n up

as late as 1895 X worked for George Zufall on h i s ranch, other than the time X

[was working on ranches X was farming, making a l i v i n g the best X could* X knew

[of lots of ranches, stayed a l l night at 1 P 4 S of them, but X payed no at tent ion to

itheo, for they were evert place, and were just a oaamoa thing.

K>LTTXCS
* tm$mammmmtmmmm»m

We finally got into politics like the white men hare today* Ton see the
were Just like anybody #l*e**iey feuld see Ue eides t^tvtxp tain*. a«A
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I guess i t was tho Civil War that put i t into i t s prominence amoat the tribes,

that is south end north* t Some of .the ^herokees at the beginning of the Civil

War refugesd to Kansas and sane to Texas and same just stayed baokila the h i l l s*
V

•MS

those who rafugeed to Kansas oalled themselves the Boss party (tho Republican

farty) &&& those who neat to Texas called themselves the Doming Party (the Dem*

ocrat Party) and those who stayed back in the h i l l s 3plit~soms neat to one party

and 8one to the other* They were what were called thce Bush Whackers, ^ach tribe

of Indiana(that i s the five tribes^ had their own Individual Government-separate

and fliBtinet. I knew every Cherokee chief from John Rosa to ftpetate Buffington*

Ih» Cherokees*capitol ras at Tahlequah, Indian Territory r&d the Creeks* capitol

was at Obmilgee* I^fea recall now vbe e the oapitol was for the Choctaws9 Sanw

inoles and Chickasaws* I also knew some of the Creek ohiefs-Perryznan, Childers,

Ioparachcr and others.
At the time allotments wart wade each Indian on the ro l l was a l lot ad Three

Hundred and Twenty dollars worth of land* The number of aorta that you received i

was according to the appraised value* The worst land was appraised for two t o l l * |

ara an acre and arranged from that amount to s ix dollars and a half an acre* Theren

fore you can understand why same of the Indians were alloted a l l the way t*om f i f ty

acres to one hundred and sixty acres* This allotment also included the Freetown

or Negroes sad i f they proved up their citizenship they wera alloted the sans as

an Indien*

Being a Western Chtrokww X did in 1896 receive at Muskogee three hundred ana

sixty dollars as an old aettlers payment*

After the Cherokee strip was opent* the white sett lers I draw at Webbers Tells

Indian, Territory, ny Cherokee strip acaay whioh amotinted to two hundred and sixty*

L five dollars and eeventy o«nts»

The Preadmen were paid and the Freedman payment was at fort Gibson, UUian

and Webbers iwjLit Jadian T^ritory 1ft
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atarted a t t h t lnatanae of theHDwei Oanmlosion and we* a l l

a great deml of d i f f i c u l t y in being enrol led . Lots of the Indiana

wtre fo bard headed that «hen the moa or lnveatggator came around to see them

[ they would not give thea any information and consequently sere not enrol led .

The was a certain c l a s s of unit© man half«»breeda and Nagroea th-^t would run thtm

flow and gat enrolled* Some of thorn deserved i t and some of them d idn' t .

Ton sea tha Cherokoaa a l l ©all ma Blaolcblrd DoubleWxi onfl I to ld them that

there was no black attached to ray nama and that I did-not want to oontaoU anything

blaok-that;;the CroalcB handled the only thing blaok tliSt I knew of* I came to

Huskof̂ e to get enrol led and I oould t e l l you the man's nans i f I wmild but I don*t

want to do that for ha la s t i l l l i v i n g and I threatened t o k i l l him I f ha didnSt

leava the black o t f i t . Wall I didn't k i l l him nor I did not get enro l l ed . I

then went to Vt&lta and tr iad to enro l l there; could not and they sent ma to

Tahlequah and f i n a l l y I made i t end they l e f t the black o f f of i t * I f you w i l l gp

up to the agency you find that there i s no Blackbird Doubleheac but jus t Bird

Dwbleheat* Now i f you do f ind a Blackbird Doublehead and they say thatc me I

going nr there aaad see i f I cant get i t straig'.tened out* I am *n old ir.an but X

aint no Blackbird Dcuhlehead. ' > .

RAILROADS

« The M.K. & T. Railpaoa b u i l t through Indian Territory to Texas during t^e yeari

of 1870-71-72*

The Iron Mountain Railroad b u i l t through the Cherokee Hatlon from *ort

Arkamas to CoffeyriUek Kansas, 1887-88-89.

The Prieco Railroad and the 0*2* ff 0 . b u i l t from''Springfield, T*ussourl and

connected with the M* K* & Tt a t h n i t * in 1875*

The Kansaa City Sottharn b u i l t thr ugh the Cherokee Nation in the extreme

Sastern part near the Arkanaaa l i n e in 1H94*

Th« M. o. & a. railroad, the Midland Talley railroad and th» fort mith and

• » • • » - • • > -
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Western Railroad were b u i l t between the years* of 1903 end 1907*

fhe 0. Ot &• 0» now the Rock Island bu i l t foem McAlester east to Arkansas,

I believe In 1890•

I cant t e l l you the date the Santa Ft b u i l t through old Oklahoma Territory,

but I know when I t was bui l t*

The Cheroktea bad a few l i t t l e r q u i m i a h e s at different t i n s * with the Osages

on account of t h t l r Intruding upon the Gharokeae r i g h t s but they wore only roanor

in Importance*

We did have a l i t t l e uprising a t Wufaula one t i n e by Ohltto Bar j o , known to

everybody as Crazy snake* Cteasy Snake and mm more of them erasy Indiana took

a notion they would orertarow the Government, that l e rebe l , but i t didn't t&ke

long to make old Bar jo know that what he had to say about i t was nothing* This waa

about 1905*06 as I remember i t * They arrested Orazy Snake, put him in j a i l and

I never did know what became of him*

SUITED STATB3 MARSHALS AND OOTLAWS

I remember a l l the outlaws from Jesse and Frank Jamas day down to my read-

in," the paper when they k i l l e d Pretty Boy Floyd sad brought bin b ok home to bury

him. I could t e l l many things that happened in Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma and

Tens that these outlaws did, how they were pursued by the Halted States Marshals,

the banks that they robbed* the stage and trains they held up, the horses and o

cattle that they s t o l e , how and where they were k i l l e d as wel l as the name1* of th#

Marshals whom they k i l l e d . Xf X would dwell and talk to you about m i s you hat

as well bring a stenographer and stay a oouple of weeks*

I want to say th i s that they always talked about the Saline D i s t r i c t

ths Spavin** M i l e ) the Cooksoa hi l i e , the. Wianlng S t a i r s , and the KlamicM Mouft*

tains as being the horn* of a l l the orooks, bandits and outlaws^ but X want you to
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understand that the natives of this SiU com try and particularly tht Ohtroktts

( tre as good, law abiding and host loving people as there art in any part of the

world that I have rtad anything about* .

toms ABD OICTS I

I night say that la ay boyhood days that there wasn't but two towns la tht

Indian Territory aad that was fort Gibson and lahlequeh* I mean tht Cherokee

Nation after tha X* Z* & T* Railroad was built toms began to spring up along

the railroad and this i s true about al l other railroads*

I have la Bind tat Ohotteu oa tht railroad* Tha Choteau that X knew as a

boy was only a l i t t l e trading pott close to tht bank of Oramd River. Locust

drove started with a single store treed by John Pierce* Saline had ao store for

a long time but there was near the present torn of Salina the old Gatro&ee Or*

phanage* The Mutkogtt first started oa the aorta bank of th* Arkansas river near

the present H. K. * T. Railroad temp, and the Xaiiaas tailed i t tent city. Before

tent city there was a road that they called tat Arbuokle road that ran test and

vest by tent oity and m going west you would come to the old Creek Agenty on the

south side of fern Mountain about one quarter of a mile west of taut city was a

Government freight wagon eamp* I could tel l you the names of a l l tht early ner*

chants and business houses at Blue Jacket, Mg Cabin, Vinita, Wagoner. Pry or,

Choteau, Eufaula. X sight say Kufaula was tht largest torn on the Katy railroad

from the Kansas line to Texas*

If you want the names of the ntrohants ans l i t t l e business houses of tht early

days in the Cherokee Nation you will have to come aad vis i t ae again end stay a

week or so*

The Interviewer, Mr. Wlldon, spent a day with Mr* Doublehead and X am ojoltt •

sure and know that many things ha told at that I have not included la this writia*V
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X tort not meatioaed as to thai* early days of thrashing, the loeatioa of n U r

Bills and daw miUi, the finding od eertaia clay for the making of briok«, hit

optning of the Taat Ooal mine* im Leflore and Haskell Countless aa wall as la

Pittaburg and Okoul«ee Counties, of the or»a found in the aarthem part of the

Cherokee Nation whleh i s dfotmd Miami md Qaaptw, amd i t ns«k«« hin and to think

of this region baoauoa th« vhita man gavo tiiam l i t U a raacrtitloa tlxara (maaalag

Quapaw, s«naea and otbar coalX tribaa). Mr* ^oublaaaad i n fina old ma to talk

to, iia» a wcadarful raooUsotion, appraoiataa ^alng rial tad aufl likaa to tal l Ma

ttorlaa of fiow h* sate Ma bow* and arrow* and tt«ta# would not gift a* bow aad

arrow tor any gttt aa «v«r §*w to k i l l a aqutrrai out of th# tallaet trtt« Ho oaa
r

till you of apiaodaa that W e happened to hi* at Aantast barbacuaa, koraa racaa,

and othar affair a, that wo old make a youag man wonder what i t was al l about. He
tall you h«w ha vm

rltory, and he brought

the United States Marshals out of Cheootah9 Jadlem Tar*

a liriag witaeea to prove that he did i t l But he aay»

at no time in his l i f e di4 he ever steal or do anything but that of a law abiding

oitizenbut when ejiyoae interfered with his personal affairs or tried to take from

him what hA had justly earned, sad worked for by the sweat of his brow~no on© could

take it from him* Halted Statee Marshals or aay one else unless the killed oad

that ha waa ninty-four years old and they haven*t done that yet*


